
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, 6th July 2025, Divine Office: Wk 2 

 

 
 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 105: 1st Isa. 66:10-14c.  
Ps 66(65):1-3a. 4-5. 6-7a. 16, 20. ℟.1  

2nd Gal. 6:14-18. Gospel Lk. 10:1-12, 17-20. EP: III page 27 

 

 
“Peace be to this house!” 

The readings of this Sunday’s liturgy resound with joy and peace. It is the joy that the disciples 
experience when they see the Risen Christ. This same joy and peace is given to us each time 
we celebrate the Mass, because we hear God speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word and during 
Holy Communion, Christ feeds us with his most holy Body and Blood.  
 
Knowing how much the world would need this peace and joy, Jesus appoints and commissions 
seventy two others from among disciples to spread the joy and the peace he brings to fallen 
humanity by reconciling us through the blood of his cross to God the Father.  
 
He forsees and understands the challenges that come with the task he gives them and how 
they could be of support to each other. Hence, he sends them out in pairs so that they can be 
of mutual support to each other and as a sign of credence to their witness. A reminder to us 
of how we too should journey alongside one another in mutual support in faith and in the 
challenges of life.  
 
The Psalmist bids all on earth to cry out with joy to God. Looking at the world as it is today, 
one can understand this as a call to welcome the peace which Jesus gives, especially in the 
relentless and senseless destruction of lives in the Middle East and in places where there have 
been fatal conflicts. A call to lay down arms and embrace peace. We can also respond by 
according the value that is due the dignity and sanctity of human life.  
 
We can be sure that our lives would be better for it if all willingly welcome the peace and 
reconciliation that Jesus gives. Simply, to have a change of heart and become part of “the new 
creation” which Jesus brings about through his death on the cross Second Reading.  
 
As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year, we pray especially for all who, like the disciples, take 
the joy of the Good News to people who have yet to meet Christ. We also pray for those who 
cannot find joy and peace in their life. 
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Parish Planned Giving Drive – Thank you to everyone for your patience and engagement with the  
3-week long campaign. Thank you to Nicole, Ben and George from the Central Services at the 
Diocese, to Laura, our Parish Administrator and to the members of the Parish Finance Committee 
for their dedication in planning for the drive. We are immensely grateful to parishioners for 
committing or renewing their commitment to continue to support the parish either financially or 
through volunteering of their skills and time. A gentle reminder that you please remember to follow 
up setting up the standing order if you haven’t done so already. Of course, the opportunity to sign 
up to support the parish remains open to all who can but are yet to do so. May the Lord bless you in 
more ways than you can ever ask for.   Fr Joseph  

Day for Life (15th June) – There will be a second collection next weekend to support of the Bishops’ 
work to promote the sanctity and dignity of human life. It is the day in the Church’s year dedicated 
to raising awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every stage and in every 
condition. The theme is Hope does not Disappoint: Finding meaning in Suffering, inspired by 
Romans 5:5-6. St Paul invites us to see that Christian hope is not just naïve optimism but, rather, an 
unshakeable trust in the power and presence of God who is with us always. This hope can endure 
the darkness of human suffering and even see beyond it. For more information please visit 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/day-for-life/ 

Going Forth Mass – We invite all parishioners to the Going Forth Mass this Sunday 6th July, at 10am.  
Let us join them and their families in the hall afterwards for Tea, coffee and cake.  
Thank you to Laura our Parish administrator for helping with the admin aspect of the programme. 
We are grateful the catechists, the choir, the flower arrangers and all who helped in this 
preparation. God bless you all. Fr Joseph 

Jubilee Year Indulgences Guide - Provides a simple outline for the faithful in the Diocese of 
Westminster as to how they can obtain this plenary indulgence, without the need to travel to Rome 
or other pilgrimage centres around the world and can be found at: https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-
2025/the-jubilee-indulgence-step-by-step/ 

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank. 
Please continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food Donation box is in the church 
porch. All items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Open Door and DENS Food Bank. 

Parish Financial Information – A financial summary of our Parish for 2024 can be found on the 
noticeboard at the back of the Church. It also highlights how much we would have received on gift 
aid had everyone gift aided their donation. Please consider registering for gift aid if you are a UK tax 
payer.   

National Lottery Community Fund – Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved 
access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled access around our 
site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors 
with works hopefully commencing mid 2025.  
If you would like more information on this please pop into the office.                 

The Happy Wanderers Club - are having their Summer Party at Sacred Heart Church Hall on 
Monday 21st July 2-4pm. Invitation is extended to the elderly and housebound Parishioners. 
Transport can be provided. There will be entertainment, raffle and afternoon tea. For more 
information and to sign-up, ring Rachel Franc. Tel: 01442 863161.  

Requiem Mass – for the late Catherine Foster will be celebrated on Monday 7th July at 11:00am, 
here at Sacred Heart. We encourage all Parishioners who can, to please attend the Requiem Mass. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
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Offertory Collections – 29/06/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £182.95 
Weekly Contactless - £255.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can  also be made using the contactless machine or the 
QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details 
below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email 
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is 
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass 
as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees 
and chats. 

Youth Mass and Social – Unfortunately for a variety of reasons we are unable to run the scheduled 
Youth Mass and social on Saturday July 12th. We will restart after the summer holidays when we 
look forward to welcoming the new Year 7’s and indeed anyone in Years 7 and higher. We are lucky 
to be having our parish BBQ on Sunday 13th and so encourage all our young parishioners to attend 
Mass and come to the BBQ. More dates for Youth Masses to follow. 

Mary’s Meals – a HUGE thank you for the great support which is given to Mary's Meals by you all. 
Either attending the after Mass drop-in teas, coffee, treasures or donating treasures and money, it is 
fantastic. On our last gathering, £391 was raised after 10am Mass on 21st June. Additional 
fundraising and generous donations through the proceeding few months brought the total to £1000. 
This is amazing and will provide meals for 5000 children in schools - so a great thank you. We will be 
doing our next after Mass teas and treasures on Sunday 28th September (a date for the diary) 
THANK YOU again so very much. 

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – Sunday 13th July from 12pm. This is a great opportunity to have a 
catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Join us for an amazing family afternoon 
of great food and a bouncy castle! A bar will be available serving drinks (card payment only). Adults 
(18+) £10.00, under 18’s free. Ticket sales close Tuesday 8th July at Noon. To book your tickets, 
email Laura advising the number of adults and under 18’s (Please specify the ages of all under 18). 
Payment via the Parish bank account using reference ‘Surname BBQ’ or in person in the parish office 
during working hours. If anyone is available to help clear up after the event, please email Laura, 
Volunteers get free entry!  

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Keith Gay, Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza, Cyril 
McMahon, Jeanne Bolton, Sue McQuinn, Maxine Burdon, Krys Evans, Anne Furlong, Terry Poole, 
David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie 
Lukeman, Katie Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, 
Caroline Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, 
Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

May 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £4,961.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1101.79 
Total: £6,062.79 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 



 
 
 
 

 

Sun 6 July  Fourteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Richard Airey Int. Healing 
 
The deceased members of the Fitzgerald Family 
and All Holy Souls RIP 

Mon 7 July Requiem Mass 
 

11:00am Catherine Foster, RIP  
*Please note time change 

Tue 8 July Feria 10:00am 
 

The People of the Parish 

Thu 10 July Feria 12:00pm 
 

Eufemia Cristobal, RIP & Maria Bargayo, RIP 

Fri 11 July Saint Benedict, Abbot, 
Patron of Europe 

10:00am 
 

Antoinette Yelverton, RIP 

Sat 12 July Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Lucy Turnball and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Bridie Ward and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 13 July  Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
Barry Gratton and All Holy Souls RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 

                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Margaret Macken, Catherine Foster, Okey Onwumere, Fr 
John Wiley, Joan Gomes, Stella Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire 
Donovan, Norman Brand, Ann Pettingell, Stephen and 
Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem, 
Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle, 

Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Susan Babington, 
Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim Salmon, April Hugo. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for Richard Airey – God’s Healing. 

Mass Intentions: 

6th July Going Forth Mass 10am 

13th July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

24th July Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12:00pm Mass   

28th Sept Mary’s Meals, after 10am Mass 

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


