
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, 13th July 2025, Divine Office: Wk 3 

 

 
 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 108: 1st Deu. 30:10-15.  
Ps 69(68):14, 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36ab. ℟. Cf. 33  

2nd Col. 1:15-20. Gospel Lk. 10:25-37. EP: III page 27 

 

 
‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

 
That question, posed to Jesus by a lawyer, albeit to test him in this Sunday’s Gospel passage is 

value-laden; and one that should inform our thoughts, guide the way we work, think and relate, 

not only to God, but also with fellow humans.  

Eternal life is about living in the present as we are called to - John. 3:17 – with the vision for a 

future union with God in glory. The first and Gospel readings today invite us to be “down to earth” 

about the Law of God. It isn’t only about knowing all the right answers, remembering all the right 

quotes, but bringing them to bear in our everyday lives. We are not to be concerned with keeping 

our eyes fixed on heaven or ostentatious display of piety, if it means that we cannot see the poor 

man at our feet. Again, that can point to a variety of situations, but in all, centres on what God 

stands for in our lives and how we reflect it in our everyday relationships. 

To reach that future perfect union with God, we should strive to live in love and service of others 

with compassion, and to care especially for those most in need. We all know how wonderful it is 

to have good and caring neighbours, and they go beyond the persons living next door or on the 

same streets as us.  

As children of God, we are therefore called to reflect the kindness and compassionate image of 

God our Father, who hears and revives the hearts of those in need, and acts to save them. 

Regardless of who that person is, we must put their needs before our own.  Just as Jesus shows 

compassion and mercy to us through his saving love, so must we try to do the same for others. St 

Paul in the second reading once again, reminds us in whose footsteps we are to follow if we are 

to inherit eternal life. It is the obedient Heart of Jesus Christ, in whom dwells the fullness of God 

and the way to heaven.  

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, we pray that our relationships may be truer and richer in 

compassion, reflected both in our attitudes and our loving action. We may like to pray especially 

this week for those suffering through war and violence. 
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Sacramental Preparation Registration 2025/2026 – We welcome expression of interest from 

parents whose children will be in year 3 from September 2025 and whose children would like to 

receive First Holy Communion. The same goes to those who will be in year 9 and above from 

September (not those who are on the current Confirmation programme) who would like to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. All, as a matter of fact, should be practising the faith and 

attending Mass regularly. For expression of interest, please email Fr. Joseph - 

josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk Both sacramental programmes will be run here at Sacred Heart. 

Prospective Confirmation Candidates and Parents meeting will be on Tuesday 9th September at 

6pm in the meeting room.  

Parish Planned Giving Drive – Thank you to everyone for your patience and engagement with the  
3-week long campaign. Thank you to Nicole, Ben and George from the Central Services at the 
Diocese, to Laura, our Parish Administrator and to the members of the Parish Finance Committee 
for their dedication in planning for the drive. We are immensely grateful to parishioners for 
committing or renewing their commitment to continue to support the parish either financially or 
through volunteering of their skills and time. A gentle reminder that you please remember to 
follow up setting up the standing order if you haven’t done so already. Of course, the opportunity 
to sign up to support the parish remains open to all who can but are yet to do so. May the Lord 
bless you in more ways than you can ever ask for.   Fr Joseph  

Day for Life (15th June) – There will be a second collection this weekend to support of the Bishops’ 
work to promote the sanctity and dignity of human life. It is the day in the Church’s year dedicated 
to raising awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every stage and in every 
condition. The theme is Hope does not Disappoint: Finding meaning in Suffering, inspired by 
Romans 5:5-6. St Paul invites us to see that Christian hope is not just naïve optimism but, rather, an 
unshakeable trust in the power and presence of God who is with us always. This hope can endure 
the darkness of human suffering and even see beyond it. For more information please visit 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/day-for-life/ 

Quill Crosses Sale – Thank you to Rebecca Norgate for making these. Made a sale of £87.10 at last 

weekend’s vigil Mass and donated towards the parish building fund. We are grateful for the 

initiative and to all those who supported it. We welcome similar initiatives to support the parish. 

Jubilee Year Indulgences Guide - Provides a simple outline for the faithful in the Diocese of 
Westminster as to how they can obtain this plenary indulgence, without the need to travel to Rome 
or other pilgrimage centres around the world and can be found at: https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-
2025/the-jubilee-indulgence-step-by-step/ 

Parish Financial Information – A financial summary of our Parish for 2024 can be found on the 
noticeboard at the back of the Church. It also highlights how much we would have received on gift 
aid had everyone gift aided their donation. Please consider registering for gift aid if you are a UK tax 
payer.   

National Lottery Community Fund – Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved 
access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled access around our 
site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors 
with works hopefully commencing mid 2025. If you would like more information on this please pop 
into the office.     

             

Baptism at Sacred Heart – We rejoice with and congratulate Samuel and Dovielynn whose son will 
be baptised this Saturday (12th July) at 12noon. Please keep them in your prayers. 
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Offertory Collections – 06/07/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £218.31 
Weekly Contactless - £325.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can  also be made using the contactless machine or the 
QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email 
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is 
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the 
mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank. 
Please continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food Donation box is in the church 
porch. All items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Open Door and DENS Food Bank. 

The Happy Wanderers Club - are having their Summer Party at Sacred Heart Church Hall on Monday 
21st July 2-4pm. Invitation is extended to the elderly and housebound Parishioners. Transport can 
be provided. There will be entertainment, raffle and afternoon tea. For more information ring 
Rachel Franc. Tel: 01442 863161. A sign up sheet can be found at the back of the Church, closing 
date for sign-up, Wedesday 17th July. 

July 100 Club Winners 
1st (£100) Catherine Hammond 
2nd (£50) David Toorawa 
3rd (£25) Francis Flynn 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham - Led by Cardinal Vincent on 
Saturday 20th September, with the theme in this Jubilee Year of ‘With Mary, we are Pilgrims of 
Hope, Sharing Mary’s Joy’. For more information please email Laura or pop into the office. 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Keith Gay, Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne 
Bolton, Sue McQuinn, Maxine Burdon, Krys Evans, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne 
Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie 
Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, 
William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and 
Christopher Chapman. 
 

 
 

 

June 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £5,362.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,815.84 
Total: £7,177.84 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 



 
 
 
 

 

Sun 13 July  Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
Barry Gratton and All Holy Souls RIP 

Mon 14 July Feria 
 

10:00am 
 

Esther Horkan and All Holy Souls RIP 

Tue 15 July Saint Bonaventure, 
Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 

10:00am 
 

Kevin Halloran and All Holy Souls RIP 

Thu 17 July Feria 12:00pm 
 

Denis Wellam and All Holy Souls RIP 

Fri 18 July Feria 10:00am 
 

William Nolan and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sat 19 July Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Michael and Elizabeth O’Rourke RIP Ann 
 
John Byrd RIP Ann 

Sun 20 July  Sixteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Vincent Paul Keen RIP Ann 
 
John McCarthy and All Holy Souls RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 

                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Cyril McMahon, John Houston, Margaret Macken, 

Catherine Foster, Okey Onwumere, Fr John Wiley, Joan 
Gomes, Stella Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman 
Brand, Ann Pettingell, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-
Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane 
Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson, Rinda 

Baronceni,  Jim Salmon. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for Basia Outram – God’s Healing. 

Mass Intentions: 

13th July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

15th July St Thomas More School Mass at Sacred Heart 2pm 

21st July The Happy Wanderers Club Summer Party 2-4pm 

24th July Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12:00pm Mass   

9th Sept Prospective Confirmation Candidates and Parents meeting 6pm 

28th Sept Mary’s Meals, after 10am Mass 

  

  

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


