Jesus our Guest
The theme of Sacred Hospitality is captured in this Sunday’s readings. As the letter to the Hebrews
says: “remember always to welcome strangers, for by doing this some people have entertained
angels without knowing it.”

True hospitality lies in two things: first the welcome, encouraging the stranger to enter the house
and be at home there. Secondly, the gift - not just of food or drink, but of time: listening to the
stranger, and giving of ourselves to them. This is what makes hospitality costly, but holy, and a true
service of Jesus Christ - (Matthew 25:31-46)

St Paul’s undertaking to suffer for the sake of others tells us about his life of selflessness and service
for the good of others. He offers us a good living faith framework to follow, so that we can in our own
way continue to fill up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body — the Church,
which we are part of - Second Reading.

In the Gospel, Jesus visits his good friends, Martha and Mary. Jesus gently encourages Martha to be
more present in the moment, not allowing her endless ‘to do’ list to keep her from developing her
relationship with God and with others. The story may also echo the concern of the Early Church to
keep a good balance between listening to the Word of God and helping people in need: ‘It is not so
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables’ (Acts 6: 3).

Abraham’s enthusiasm towards strangers is captivating. His hospitality is not grudging or reluctant,
but instead he runs from the tent into heat of the day to meet the strangers. Then again, he hastens
to find Sarah. Together, they give the strangers a selfless hospitality. How open am | to welcome God
in others who may be fleeing for safety or for shelter? Do | feel connected with the humanity of those
being undone by the heat of poverty, climate change and endless war around the world? Do | see
Jesus in them and therefore am moved to do something to bring them relief and comfort?

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, we pray that we will truly see and be open to receiving God
in every living moment. We ask that our everyday decisions and behaviour are always guided by the
desire to draw closer to him.
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/Sacramental Preparation Registration 2025/2026 — We welcome expression of interest from
parents whose children will be in year 3 from September 2025 and whose children would like to
receive First Holy Communion. The same goes to those who will be in year 9 and above from
September (not those who are on the current Confirmation programme) who would like to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. All, as a matter of fact, should be practising the faith and
attending Mass regularly. For expression of interest, please email Fr. Joseph -
josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk Both sacramental programmes will be run here at Sacred Heart.
Prospective Confirmation Candidates and Parents meeting will be on Tuesday 9*" September at
6pm in the meeting room. First Holy Communion Parents meeting - Saturday 13" September at
6:30pm.
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Living Faith Programme - We profess 'the mystery of faith' each time we attend Mass but do we
ever reflect upon that mystery: what is this faith, where does it come from and do we all have the
same concept of faith and what it can achieve? We have an ambition to form a group or groups
who will meet from time to time to explore this and other aspects of our Catholic Faith and beliefs
over the coming year. Are you desirous of “putting out into the deep” as Jesus bids his disciples,
(LK. 5:4), invest your time to grow your faith? Then, please come along to a plan meeting for
anyone who may be interested in exploring issues like this to help shape what we will do. Date is
Thursday 18 September at 7:30pm in the parish centre meeting room.

In order to help plan the event, we would be grateful if you would let Laura know so that we can
make sure we have enough space (and biscuits) for everyone. Thank you. Fr Joseph.

Parish Planned Giving Drive — Thank you to everyone for your patience and engagement with the
3-week long campaign. A gentle reminder that you please remember to follow up setting up the
standing order if you haven’t done so already. Of course, the opportunity to sign up to support the
parish remains open to all who can but are yet to do so. May the Lord bless you in more ways than
you can ever ask for. Fr Joseph

Stella Maris — There will be a Second collection this weekend (20t July) for Stella Maris, delayed
from the 13t July. Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in all of our lives, but they often work in
difficult, hazardous conditions. Sea Sunday is Sunday 13th July. It is when the Church prays for all
those who live and work at sea. Your support will make a big difference to seafarers and fishers in
need. You can donate in church, by visiting www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate, or by texting 'SEA' to
70460 to donate £5. This collection is vital to enable Stella Maris to continue its important work, so
please give generously. Thank you.

Day for Life (15" June) — Thank you to all who donated during our Second Collection for Day for
Life. We raised a total of £405.80.
For more information please visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/day-for-life/

Jubilee Year Indulgences Guide - Provides a simple outline for the faithful in the Diocese of
Westminster as to how they can obtain this plenary indulgence, without the need to travel to
Rome or other pilgrimage centres around the world and can be found at:
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/the-jubilee-indulgence-step-by-step/

National Lottery Community Fund — Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to
improved access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled access
around our site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with the
Diocesan surveyors with works hopefully commencing mid 2025. If you would like more

information on this please pop into the office.
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Offertory Collections — 13/07/25 June 2025 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate - £226.00 Standing Orders: £5,362.00
Weekly Contactless - £590.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,815.84
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7,177.84

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the
QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank
details below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the
mass as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank.
Please continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food Donation box is in the church
porch. All items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Open Door and DENS Food Bank.

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees
and chats.

SPUC - In the space of just one week, MP’s voted to decriminalise abortion up to birth and to
legalise assisted suicide. These recent events have been a result of determined efforts by activists
eager to expand the culture of death. Sadly, we simply do not have enough people active in the
range of pro-life activities to contend successfully in the struggle for pro-life values. However, at
SPUC we are as determined as ever to defeat abortion and assisted suicide and we believe we can
do this by mobilising adequate pro-life support. We therefore urgently need to build the critical
mass of people necessary to effect real and lasting protection for unborn children and those at the
end of life. | hope that you can help us in this endeavour. Please do take a post-card from the back
of the church and complete to express an interest in SPUC and the work they do.

Parish Summer Buffet/BBQ — A big THANK YOU to all who helped organise the event last Sunday.
You did a fabulous job which gave parishioners and people from the local community a lovely
opportunity to meet and enjoy the day. The food and bouncy castle were fantastic and it was
wonderful to see so many young families. The next Sunday lunch club will be on the 7th September.
A sign up sheet will be placed at the back of the Church nearer the time.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound — Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton, Sue
McQuinn, Maxine Burdon, Krys Evans, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta
Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Rosemary
and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William
Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher
Chapman.




Mass Intentions:
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Sun 20 July " Sixteenth Sunday in 8:30am Vincent Paul Keen RIP Ann

Ordinary Time

10:00am* John McCarthy and All Holy Souls RIP

Mon 21 July  Feria 10:00am The People of the Parish
Tue 22 July Saint Mary Magdalene 10:00am Sarah O’Connor RIP
Thu 24 July Feria 12:00pm Alloma Solomons RIP Ann
Fri 25 July Saint James, Apostle 10:00am Edward Millar RIP
Sat 26 July Saints Joachim and Anne, 10:00am Rose (Ida Florence) Oglesby RIP

Parents of the Blessed

Virgin Mary

Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Maebh Gaffney RIP
Sun 27 July ® Seventeenth Sundayin  8:30am Edward Nolan RIP Ann

Ordinary Time

10:00am* Wanessa Soares de Lima Int
 Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph
\ J

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:
21 July The Happy Wanderers Club Summer Party 2-4pm
24 July Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12:00pm Mass
7' Sept Sunday Lunch 12pm
gth Sept Prospective Confirmation Candidates and Parents meeting 6pm
13th Sept First Holy Communion Parents Meeting 6:30pm
28t Sept Mary’s Meals, after 10am Mass

Anima Christi
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Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels

KAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./
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Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Keith Gay, Cyril McMahon, John Houston, Margaret
Macken, Catherine Foster, Okey Onwumere, Fr John
Wiley, Joan Gomes, Stella Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire
Donovan, Norman Brand, Ann Pettingell, Stephen and
Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem,
Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle,
Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Jim Salmon.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for the 66" Wedding Anniversary of
Frank and Anne Furlong.
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