‘There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen ...”

Following on from last week (“You cannot serve God and money”) we see a practical
illustration of what this means, reminding us of the dangers of becoming complacent in a
privileged lifestyle. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are invited to follow his example in showing
compassion and love towards all those who are in need. “For what use would that name -
disciple of Christ — be if it did not correspond to reality...”

The division between rich and poor was very striking at the time of Jesus. That has not
completely changed even in our own time, as the gap between the haves and have not
continue to widen. Popular understanding at the time, we believe same to be true even today,
that to be rich was a blessing from God. Jesus reminds people that riches carry their own
responsibility —the duty to notice the poor man, especially when he lies at your own gate, and
this call for outreach goes beyond our doorsteps.

The Psalmist and St Paul in the psalm and second reading of today re-iterate this invitation for
us to follow the example of our Lord and to live our lives with righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, steadfastness and gentleness. Not least, but because all our deeds will go with us at the
time of final reckoning.

We need to pray that all may accept the teaching of Christ and not be hostile to it or dismissive
of the dangers of rejecting the Lord and his ways. We have a word of caution from our Lord,
when decrying the people’s obstinacy towards the warnings of the prophets in the Gospel
passage of today he says: “They have Moses and the prophets but they obviously haven’t
listened to them.” They will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.

How so true have those words of our Lord become as our world still sees a division between
rich and poor! As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year, we pray that we will be ever more
attentive to the needs of those around us. We ask the Lord to help us see more clearly where
Qve can use our gifts, and to respond with kindness and generosity. /
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/175th Birthday of Westminster Diocese - Monday, 29th September is the birthday of our Diocese \
of Westminster, established on that day 175 years ago. So today and tomorrow we may rightly
celebrate the Catholic life of this great Diocese.

Sacramental Preparation Registration 2025/2026 — We welcome expression of interest from
parents whose children will be in year 3 from September 2025 and whose children would like to
receive First Holy Communion. The same goes to those who will be in year 9 and above from
September (not those who are on the current Confirmation programme) who would like to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. All, as a matter of fact, should be practising the faith and
attending Mass regularly. For expression of interest, please email Fr. Joseph -
josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk Both sacramental programmes will be run here at Sacred Heart.

First Friday Devotion — On Friday 3™ October, commencing with Mass at 10am, followed by
extended exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will
end the devotion with the Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and benediction. Please make time on
the day and come spend some moments of quiet and prayer before our Lord.

Living Faith Programme - Advent Series — We will be running these in anticipation of the Season of
Advent and Christmas. Dates: Mondays 20/10, 03/11 and 17/11, from 7:30pm to 9pm, in the
parish meeting room. All are invited. Please come along with your friends.

To read the minutes from the previous meeting, please Click here.

Alternatively you will find the minutes on our website by viewing our Events Calendar.
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/event/living-faith-programme-advent-series/

Corpus Christi, Tring Caritas Parish Group - Sunday 5th October — Mass at 2:00 pm in the Parish
Hall, Tring. Followed by Afternoon Tea, Parishioners from Sacred Heart are welcomed.

CAFOD Family Fast Day — Sunday 5" October. Please see poster at the back of the Church for more
information. Donation envelopes can also be found at the back of the Church.

Mary's Meals — Reminder that this Sunday, 28th September we will be gathering again after 10am
Mass with tea, coffee, cakes and soup. There will also be a treasure table of bric a brac and toys
and even a family tent. Please come, catch- up after the holidays and support this great charity.

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass - all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas,
coffees and chats.

Next Sunday, 5" October, Patrick will be serving pancakes in the hall after the 10am Mass.
Everyone welcome.

Bake Sale — Sunday 12" October in the Hall after both the 8:30am and 10am Masses. All money
raised will go to Sacred Heart Church. Cakes on the day will be single-serve cakes but if you would
like Carmel to make a full-sized cake, please call to pre-order and let her know what you would like
07882 889 898, these can then be collected on the day. We are grateful to Carmel for organising
this fundraising event in support of the Parish. If you would like to do a similar thing, we will be
delighted to hear from you.

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Jenny and Rachel would like to thank everyone who supported their
coffee morning. A total of just over £1000 was raised for Macmillan Cancer.

Requiem Mass — for the late Sue McQuinn will be celebrated on Tuesday 30t September at
11:00am, here at Sacred Heart. We encourage all Parishioners who can, to please attend the
Requiem Mass. If you can help managing parking in the church car park on the day, please let us
know. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

\ /
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Offertory Collections — 21/09/25 August 2025 Offertory
Weekly Loose Plate - £196.51 Standing Orders: £5,823.00
Weekly Contactless - £128.32 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,330.89
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7,153.89

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the
QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass
as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

St Thomas More School Quiz Night — Friday 10" October at 7pm, St Thomas More School.

Ticket price is £20 per head which includes the quiz, a curry supper and one complimentary round of
Heads or tails. Drinks will be available to purchase from the in-house bar and there will be fabulous
prizez on offer.

To book, scan the QR code on the poster at the back of the Church and then make a bank transfer to
the STMSA account.

Account number: 00684112, Sort code: 30-94-08, Account name: St Thomas More School.

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank.
Please continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food Donation box is in the church
porch. All items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Open Door and DENS Food Bank.

DENS Sponsored Sleepout - Friday 21st November 2025 at Hammond Academy, Hemel Hempstead
Swap your bed for a sleeping bag for one night and help raise awareness and vital funds for people
experiencing homelessness. More details to come soon!

Open Door Closure - It is with very heavy hearts we are sad to say goodbye to Open Door which has
now closed at 360 High Street Berkhamsted, with the exception of the community pantry and the
Community Fridge. We hope to keep the pantry outside of Open Door stocked for those in need as
before, (any contributions to the pantry will still be gratefully accepted) and operate the Community
Fridge on a Tuesday (after next week) until December when we hope a new venue will have been
found for them.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza,
Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta
Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman,
Bill & Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline
Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and
\Christopher Chapman.




Mass Intentions:

Ve

Sun 28 Sep ® Twenty-sixth Sunday in 8:30am John and Vincent Paul Keen, RIP
Ordinary Time
10:00am*  Mrs Terry Moran, RIP Ann
Mon 29 Sep  Saints Michael, Gabriel and 10:00am The People of the Parish
Raphael, Archangels
Tue 30 Sep Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor 11:00am Sue McQuinn, RIP - Requiem Mass
of the Church *Please note Mass time change*
Thu 2 Oct Holy Guardian Angels 12:00pm Eric and Mary Millar, Special Int.
Fri 3 Oct Feria 10:00am Emily Briggs, God’s Healing
Sat 4 Oct Saint Francis of Assisi 10:00am Laurie Symonds, Int.
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Dr Denis Murray, RIP Ann.
Sun 5 Oct ' Twenty-seventh Sunday in 8:30am The People of the Parish
Ordinary Time
10:00am* Sue McQuinn, RIP

% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass

-

First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

28" Sept Mary’s Meals, after 10am Mass
5t Oct Pancakes in Hall after 10am Mass.
Corpus Christi, Tring Caritas Parish Group, Mass 2pm, followed by Afternoon Tea.
10" Oct St Thomas More Quiz Night 7pm — At St Thomas More School
12t Oct Bake Sale in Hall after 8:30am and 10am Masses.
18t Oct Youth Mass 5pm with Social afterwards
7™ Nov Memorial Mass 7pm
9" Nov Grave Blessings Kingshill 11:30am
16" Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm
30" Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am.

Anima Christi

4 N

Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels

KAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia
Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith
Gay, Cyril Mallon, John Houston, Margaret Macken,
Catherine Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan,
Norman Brand, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne
Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Michael

Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

&

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for peace in the Holy Land, and
especially for all those who suffer in Gaza. /




