“Our thanksgiving is itself God’s gift ... and profits us for salvation...”
Common Preface IV — Roman Missal.

There are many messages in today’s Gospel: the power of God to heal, the compassion of Jesus for
those in need, the fact that a despised foreigner (the Samaritan) is the only one who recognises what
has been done, the role of faith and the importance of thanking God for gifts received.

Twinning the Gospel passage with part of the story of Naaman the leper, the idea that the Church
brings out most clearly is that of thanksgiving, or acknowledging what has been given to us. From an
early age we are taught to say “Thank You” — to recognise that someone has gone out of their way
to give us something or do something for us. Our thanks strengthen the relationship that binds us
together, and it is the same with God. As we recognise the good things that come from God, so our
faith is deepened and the bond of the Covenant in Christ Jesus is strengthened.

In fact, it is to our own benefit that we should always give thanks to God: “For, although you have no
need of our praise, yet our thanksgiving is itself your gift, since our praises add nothing to your
greatness, but profit us for salvation...” Common Preface IV — Roman Missal.

Naaman was a reluctant recipient of a miraculous cure: he had been asked to do something almost
banal — to bathe in the River Jordan. He was expecting something dramatic, and was a little put out.
If you dig out the Bible and have a look at 2 Kings 5 you will see that there is a lot more to this story:
this section has been chosen in order to emphasise the gratitude of Naaman.

Paul’s letters to Timothy (2" Reading) are all about encouragement —This is very clear in today’s
passage, which seems to spring out of a question: “How can | carry on?” - question that we or others
ask when we find ourselves in challenging situation. Encouraging one another to hold firm,
sometimes helps in ways unimaginable. Paul is in prison when he writes this, which gives an added
poignancy to the words.

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year, let us count our blessings and give thanks to God the Giver
of all gifts. Let us pray for all those in need of healing, whether they openly acknowledge Christ or
Qot. We also pray for all who are ostracised and marginalised in the society. /
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/Month of the Holy Rosary - The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary, one of the best \
known of all Catholic devotions. October includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7).
The best way to celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the Rosary. The Rosary is a powerful
spiritual weapon, which we all will do well to have. We strongly encourage families to find time to
gather frequently, if not everyday, to ask for the intercession and protection of our Blessed

Mother Mary, for our needs and for peace in our world. the Parish Rosary Group on Mondays in
the Lady Chapel at 2:30pm.

Fire Drill - There will be a fire drill at the end of the Mass this weekend. Saturday 11™at 5pm and
Sunday 12" at 10am. Patrick McLoone will announce the drill at the beginning of the Masses and
there will be Fire Marshalls at both Masses to assist during the drill.

World Mission Sunday — This Sunday there will be a second collection for Missio. Missio ignites
God’s love by helping local missionaries to work alongside global communities that are poor orin
need, regardless of their background or belief.

Sacrament of Confirmation 2025/2026 — We welcome expression of interest from parents whose
children who are in year 9 and above and would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. All,
as a matter of fact, should be practising the faith and attending Mass regularly.

For expression of interest, please email Fr. Joseph - josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk

Memorial Mass for Holy Souls — Will be celebrated on the 7th November at 6:00pm. All those who
have been bereaved in the past year are invited will have an opportunity during the Mass to light a
candle for their deceased relatives or friends, as well as for those in previous years.

Blessing of Graves — We will be doing blessing of graves at Kingshill Cemetery on Sunday 9th
November at 11:30am. All those who have loved ones at Kingshill cemetery are welcome to this
ceremony.

Living Faith Programme — In anticipation to the forthcoming Season of Advent and Christmas, we
will be running Faith formation sessions titled “Advent Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture,
centring on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love/Faith. Dates: Mondays 20/10, 03/11 and
17/11, from 7:30pm to 9pm, in the parish meeting room. All are invited. Please come along with
your friends. To read the minutes from the previous meeting, please Click here.

Alternatively, you will find the minutes on our website by viewing our Events Calendar.
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/event/living-faith-programme-advent-series/

Youth Mass and Social - Our next Youth Mass and social is on Saturday 18" October at 5pm.
Everyone is welcome to the Mass and we would like to invite all those in Year 7 and above to come
to both the Mass and social in the hall. Look forward to seeing you there for pizza and pancakes!!
Rehearsal will be on Sunday 12" October at 4pm in the Church for any children year 7 and above
who would like to be in the Choir.

Friday evening Youth Group at Sacred Heart - We are exploring the possibility of starting a group
for children and young people in Years 4-11. The aim is to provide a safe, fun, and positive space
for them to connect, enjoy faith-centred activities, and grow in community together. To help with
planning we would love to hear from parents to understand whether this is something your family
would use and what you would like to see included.Please take a few minutes to complete this
short questionnaire — your feedback will really help us shape something valuable and beneficial for
our young people: https://forms.gle/KQAzsitpbCL98zvs5

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass - all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas,
coffees and chats. Everyone welcome.

Bake Sale — This Sunday 12" October in the Hall after both the 8:30am and 10am Masses. All
money raised will go to Sacred Heart Church. Please do join us in the hall after this Mass. We are
grateful to Carmel for organising this fundraising event in support of the Parish. If you would like
to do a similar thing, we will be delighted to hear from you.

\ /



mailto:josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/wp-content/uploads/sites/258/2025/09/LIVING-FAITH-PROGRAMME-PLANNING-MEETING-MINUTES.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/event/living-faith-programme-advent-series/
https://forms.gle/KQAzsitpbCL98zvs5

Offertory Collections — 05/10/25 September 2025 Offertory
Weekly Loose Plate - £191.60 Standing Orders: £6,679.00
Weekly Contactless - £57.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,422.47
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £8,101.47

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass
as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Nursery Consultation Information - St Thomas More School. They are currently undertaking a
consultation process to gather valuable input from stakeholders regarding the future of the nursery
provision at St Thomas More Catholic Primary School in Berkhamsted. Your insights and feedback
are essential in helping them shape future provision that meets the needs of children, families, and
the wider community. They invite you to take part in this consultation and share your views.

For more information and the link to the Online Consultation form, Please click here

Please see the notice board at the Back of the Church for a hard copy.

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank.
Please continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food. Donation box is in the church
porch. All items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Community Fridge and DENS Food
Bank.

DENS Sponsored Sleepout - Friday 21st November 2025 at Hammond Academy, Hemel Hempstead
Swap your bed for a sleeping bag for one night and help raise awareness and vital funds for people
experiencing homelessness. More details to come soon!

Mary's Meals - a huge thank you to everyone for the fantastic support given to Mary's Meals after
the 10am Mass on Sunday 28th September - cakes arrived and treasures gifted, a lovely gathering
after Mass. £469.65 was raised, with additional donations over the last few months adding £257.54,
making a grand total of £727.19 - terrific! This provides over 3,500 school meals.

So again, a very big thank you for your great kindness and support.

The National Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope 2025 — Thank you to all who volunteered their time to
assist and support the Pilgrims of Hope when they visited us on the 4™ September during their
journey to Nottingham Cathedral. A copy of their Papal Message and a photo can be found at the
back of the Church.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza,
Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta
Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman,
Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler,
William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and
Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

Ve

Sun 12 Oct H Twenty-eighth Sunday in 8:30am Elizabeth Kennedy and All Holy Souls, RIP
Ordinary Time
10:00am*  Philip Capes and Norman Wooldridge, RIP
Mon 13 Oct  Saint Edward the Confessor, 10:00am The People of the Parish
Patron of the Diocese
Tue 14 Oct Feria 10:00am Tom O’Reilly, RIP Ann.
Thu 16 Oct Feria 12:00pm Patricia Hadscombe, Int.
Fri 17 Oct Saint Ignatius of Antioch, 10:00am John Houston, RIP
Bishop and Martyr
Sat 18 Oct St Luke, Evangelist 10:00am Sue McQuinn, RIP
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Lukas Pazdera, RIP
Sun 19 Oct ® Twenty-ninth Sunday in 8:30am Peter Nicholas Hugo, RIP
Ordinary Time
10:00am* Sue McQuinn, RIP

% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass

-

First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament —10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

12t Oct Bake Sale in Hall after 8:30am and 10am Masses

18" Oct Youth Mass 5pm with Social afterwards

2" Nov All Saints Day Masses 8:30am, 10am

3% Nov All Souls Day Masses 10am, 6pm

7" Nov Memorial Mass 6pm

9t Nov Grave Blessings Kingshill 11:30am

16" Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm

23" Nov Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass 10am

30" Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am

Anima Christi

4 N

Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels

KAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./

Ma

Fin

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey,
Anthonia Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael

Kennedy, Keith Gay, Cyril Mallon, John Houston,
rgaret Macken, Catherine Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-

Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, Stephen and Joseph
Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny

layson, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

&

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for peace in the Holy Land, and

especially for all those who suffer in Gaza. /




