“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
The readings this Sunday, continuing on the theme of a persevering relationship of love and prayer, as
last Sunday’s, highlights humility as the foundation and the essential virtue for living a prayerful life.
Having this theme of perseverance in prayer yet again this Sunday, points to its centrality in our lives as
children of God.

The book of Sirach, also known as Ecclesiasticus, addresses the problems of a polarised society — rich
versus poor, Jew versus Gentile - at the time. (cf. 180 BC) It offers general advice on how one should
conduct oneself in public, as well as in private life. The reader is encouraged to live in moral rectitude,
the sort that pleases God and makes the worship of God acceptable. Trampling on others, including those
on the fringes of the society, at work places, in families, etc., maybe covered up before man with external
show of piety, but cannot be hidden — Psalm 139. He sees through to our hearts. Thus, the fruits of true
piety are shown in daily conduct. “He whose service is pleasing to the Lord will be accepted, and his
prayer will reach to the clouds.” — First Reading. He sees the injustices being done to the poor and
marginalised. Their prayer and cry for justice reaches him.

Jesus, using the parable in this Sunday’s Gospel passage, shows us what our attitude towards others and
before God in prayer should be — respect and compassion towards others, and humility before God. We
come to God in prayer not to self-exalt ourselves but in humility, not to gossip others before him, but to
pray for them and for ourselves.

The psalmist’s point that the cry for help to God from the lowly to rescue them from the pain and suffering
being inflicted on them, and which the Lord hears, is a call for us all too, to constantly examine how we
treat others.

Sometimes, it is easy to give up in the face of trials and challenges. St Paul, knowing what it feels like to
face suffering and rejection, encourages other followers of Christ to stand strong; because “The Lord will
rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom”, he writes in the Second
Reading.

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, let us pray for increase in grace to share God’s compassion and
care for all and to grow in humility, that be able to persevere in our relationship with God, even in the
face of suffering and trial, knowing that he will bring us safely on our pilgrimage to his heavenly kingdom.
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Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 155. 1% Sir. 35:15b-17, 20-22b.
Ps 34(33): 2-3. 17-18. 19, 23. R. 7a.
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/An Advent Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture - Advent is a special season when the world \
prepares to celebrate the coming of Christ. Often, we get so caught up in our preparations that we
lose sight of the point of the season, and we find ourselves no more transformed on Christmas Day
than we were at the start of Advent. As part of our Parish Living Faith Programme initiative and
because we want this Advent to be a journey we take together as a parish, enter the season
intentionally and receive the grace God is waiting to give us this coming Advent, we will be holding
an Advent Mission Evenings on 17/11/25 & 24/11/25 in the parish centre, from 7:30pm to 9pm each
day. All are welcome!

First Friday Devotion — On 7™ November, commencing with Mass at 10am, followed by extended
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will end the
devotion with the Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and benediction. Please make time on the day
and come spend some moments of quiet and prayer before the Lord

Month of the Holy Rosary - The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary, one of the best
known of all Catholic devotions. October includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7).
The best way to celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the Rosary. The Rosary is a powerful
spiritual weapon, which we all will do well to have. We strongly encourage families to find time to
gather frequently, if not everyday, to ask for the intercession and protection of our Blessed Mother
Mary, for our needs and for peace in our world. the Parish Rosary Group on Mondays in the Lady
Chapel at 2:30pm.

Sacrament of Confirmation 2025/2026 — We welcome expression of interest from parents whose
children who are in year 9 and above and would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

All, as a matter of fact, should be practising the faith and attending Mass regularly.

For expression of interest, please email Fr. Joseph - josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk

Holy Souls — The Holy Souls envelopes and dead lists have been placed at the back of the church. If
you are a UK tax payer, please consider GiftAiding your donation by completing a blue gift aid
envelope, ensuring you tick the Holy Souls box in section 4 to enable us to claim GiftAid on your
donation. Each year a list is compiled from the returned dead lists and a name from each list is
picked, usually the first name on the list. Throughout the year we then offer Masses for your loved
ones and All Holy Souls. We are still working through the list from November 2024 but if you would
like to find out when a Mass was or is due to be offered, please contact Laura in the office.

All Saints and All Souls Masses — Sunday 2nd November at 8:30am and 10:00am, Monday 3™
November at 10:00am and 6:00pm.

All Souls - A plenary indulgence, applicable only to the souls in Purgatory, is granted to any of the
faithful who (1) on one of the days from 1-8 November visit devoutly a cemetery or simply prays
mentally for the dead; (2) on All Souls' Day visit a church or chapel with devotion and there recite
the Our Father and the Creed. A partial indulgence, applicable only to the souls in Purgatory, is
granted to any of the faithful who (1) visits devoutly a cemetery or simply pray mentally for the
dead; (2) recite devoutly Lauds or Vespers of the Office of the Dead, or the invocation 'Eternal rest
grant to them, O Lord,..’

Memorial Mass for Holy Souls — Will be celebrated on the 7th November at 6:00pm. All those who
have been bereaved in the past year will have an opportunity during the Mass to light a candle for
their deceased relatives or friends, as well as for those in previous years. All are welcome.

Blessing of Graves — At Kingshill Cemetery on Sunday 9th November at 11:30am. All those who have
loved ones at Kingshill cemetery are welcome to this ceremony.

Bake Sale — A huge thank you to Carmel for organising this wonderful fundraising event in support of
our Parish, a total of £326.70 was raised with an amazing selection of baked goods. It was great to
see so many of you there, supporting our Parish. If you would like to do a similar thing, we will be
delighted to hear from you.
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Offertory Collections — 19/10/25 September 2025 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate - £152.00 Standing Orders: £6,679.00
Weekly Contactless - £98.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,422.47
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £8,101.47

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted
Sort Code 40-05-20
Ac. Number 31264354

QR Code to enable
donation via mobile

Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-aid
Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your
reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

New Baby & Toddler Group — Register Your Interest! We’re looking to start a Baby and Toddler Group
in the Parish Centre, running on Thursdays from 11am to 1pm. This will be a welcoming space for little
ones to play while parents and carers enjoy tea, coffee, and a friendly chat. Before we get started, we
would love to know if there is interest for this in the community. If you would be keen to attend or
find out more, please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the back of the Church. We look forward
to hopefully welcoming many of you and your little ones soon!

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays — If you would like to lead the rosary prayer before Mass
on Sundays, please speak to Fr Joseph

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank. Please
continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food. Donation box is in the church porch. All
items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Community Fridge and DENS Food Bank.
DENS Sponsored Sleepout - Friday 21st November 2025 at Hammond Academy, Hemel Hempstead
Swap your bed for a sleeping bag for one night and help raise awareness and vital funds for people
experiencing homelessness. More details to come soon!

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass - all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees
and chats. Everyone welcome.

Community Fridge and Pantry - is still operating from outside Open Door on Fridays and Tuesdays
10am-12pm. Any donations, please put inside the wooden pantry cupboard. Should anyone wish to
volunteer to help with the Community Fridge please contact Joan Fisher 07778 399 353.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton,
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William
Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney,
Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William Campbell,
Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.




Mass Intentions:

Ve

Sun 26 Oct " Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary  8:30am The People of the Parish
Time
10:00am* Baby Edward Leonardo Murray, RIP
Mon 27 Oct Feria 10:00am Lena McNeela, RIP
Tue 28 Oct Saints Simon and Jude, 10:00am Patricia Handscombe, Int
Apostles
Thu 30 Oct Feria 12:00pm Deacon Neville and Mrs Veronica Dyckhoff,
60™ Wedding Anniversary Thanksgiving
Fri 31 Oct Feria 10:00am Ann and John Bowes, RIP
Sat 1 Nov Blessed Virgin Mary 10:00am Ann and John Bowes, RIP
Sunday Vigil (All Saints) 5:00pm The safe arrival of Baby Barnabas, Son of
Michele and Grace
Sun 2 Nov % All Saints 8:30am The People of the Parish
10:00am*  Ken Bradding, RIP Ann

% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass

-

First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

2"¢ Nov All Saints Day Masses 8:30am, 10am

3% Nov All Souls Day Masses 10am, 6pm

7™ Nov Memorial Mass 6pm

9" Nov Grave Blessings Kingshill 11:30am

16" Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm

23" Nov Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass 10am

28" Nov Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass

30" Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am

Anima Christi

4 N

Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels

KAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Patricia Rice, Dr Denis Murray, Bill Goldney, Sue
McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia Okoro,
Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay,
Cyril Mallon, John Houston, Margaret Macken, Catherine
Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand,
Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy
Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Michael Brigg.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for peace in the Holy Land, and
especially for all those who suffer in Gaza.




