
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 ALL SAINTS, Year C, 2nd November 2025, Divine Office: Wk 3 

 

 
 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 194. 1st Rev. 7:2-4, 9-14. 
Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6.  ℟. Cf. 6  

2nd John. 3:1-3. Gospel Matt. 11:28.  EP: III page 27 
 

 

 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.” 

This assurance of eternal reward to the disciples made by Christ over two thousand years ago still 
holds true today and tomorrow.  

The picture of “a great multitude that no one could number from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages”, painted in the First Reading for the solemnity of All Saints gives us, the 
Christian faithful, more reasons to believe in the words of Jesus that, “In my Father’s house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” (John 
14:2) 

In every age, there have been men and women who trusting in his words and have followed Jesus 
faithfully. Today they rejoice in the eternal Liturgy of Heaven, as they stand before the throne of 
the Lamb – the ultimate goal of our earthly pilgrimage. These are the “anonymous” saints, whose 
names we don’t remember. Their memory, inspiration, example and prayers are set before us 
today, so that we too can be encouraged in our own “journey of perfection.” 

What does it take to be a saint? It isn’t only through grand sacrifice, but also in doing small, 
ordinary acts with extraordinary love for God and fellow man, as St Thérèse of Lisieux reminds us in 
her “Little Way.“ The Gospel Reading for today’s feast shows that saintly living is not beyond our 
grasp and can be attained even through small acts. Gentleness, mercy, making peace, faithful 
mourning, purity of heart, poverty in spirit - these are not grand, public ways to sanctity. They are 
domestic and homely; to be practised and perfected with those we live with or meet daily at 
different places. Sometimes, we exalt the ”named” saints to such high degree, that make it seem 
like they are distant from us.  

Every human endeavour ultimately focuses on one goal: happiness, though sometimes, sought in 
the wrong way that leads to anything but true happiness. The key message the Gospel passage 
carries is that, attainment of true happiness in this present, and the life to come, lies in living out 
the values of the Kingdom – the Beatitudes. They point to an awareness of spiritual need, humility, 
peaceful and moral living, and compassion as the keys to happiness, not only for oneself, but also 
for others. 

“The clean of hands and pure of heart, whose soul is not set on vain things, such are the people 
who seek your face, O Lord.” 
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All-Hallows-tide – What is it?  – Halloween or All Hallows-tide - is a three-day holy observance, 
which includes All Hallows' Eve (Halloween), All Saints Day and All Souls' Day. Halloween is 
traditionally a Christian holiday, and not a pagan holiday. The coinage, derived from the conflation of 
the words: hallows (archaic English word for saints) and eve, is for Christians the evening before All 
Saints Day. Sadly, this holy celebration, like some other Christian holidays – Christmas and Easter, 
has been commercialised and corrupted by secular culture that it seems to have lost its Catholic 
Roots. Regrettably, this is also promoted by some Christian faithful, or they unknowingly participate 
in it. All Hallows Eve was never about superstition or glorification of the occult, or something scary as 
the displays and costumes we see during this time portray. In its corrupted form, All Hallows Eve, 
goes against the first commandment of God – “I am the Lord your God. Thou shall not have any 
other except me…” It is critical therefore, that we do not become oblivious of the danger of this 
modern aspect of Halloween, which normalising occult practices, can also cause real spiritual harm. 

Why the traditional Christian celebration of All Hallows-tide? It is that, in remembering our own 
mortality and finitude, not with fear, but with courage as we match on in joyful anticipation and 
perseverance, we, the Militant Church may long for that day when God will bring us to share in the 
eternal joys of the Triumphant Church, whom we honour on All Saints Day. Moreover, when we 
honour their triumph over sin and death, we praise and glorify God. In the same vein and with hope 
and trust in God’s mercy, the Church also reminds us that our departed loved ones – the Suffering 
Church - are not lost. Rather, she enjoins us to pray for them. “And not grieve as others do who have 
no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14) It is this firm belief that informs 
the special prayer and spiritual observances we undertake for the departed souls the day after All 
Saint’s and throughout the month of November.  

Let us therefore begin to rediscover the richness and beauty in this Christian holiday with prayerful 
reflections, instead of encouraging practices that subtly glorify occult practices that are contrary to 
the Good News of Christ triumph over principalities, evil powers and the culture of death.  

Happy All Hallows-tide! 

Holy Souls – The Holy Souls envelopes and dead lists have been placed at the back of the church. 
Each year a list is compiled from the returned dead lists and a name from each list is picked, usually 
the first name on the list.  
Throughout the year we then offer Masses for your loved ones and All Holy Souls.  

All Saints and All Souls Masses – Sunday 2nd November at 8:30am and 10:00am, Monday 3rd 
November at 10:00am and 6:00pm.  

All Souls - A plenary indulgence, applicable only to the souls in Purgatory, is granted to any of the 
faithful who (1) on one of the days from 1-8 November visit devoutly a cemetery or simply prays 
mentally for the dead; (2) on All Souls' Day visit a church or chapel with devotion and there recite the 
Our Father and the Creed. A partial indulgence, applicable only to the souls in Purgatory, is granted 
to any of the faithful who (1) visits devoutly a cemetery or simply pray mentally for the dead; (2) 
recite devoutly Lauds or Vespers of the Office of the Dead, or the invocation 'Eternal rest grant to 
them, O Lord,..’ 

Memorial Mass for Holy Souls – Will be celebrated on the 7th November at 6:00pm. All those who 
have been bereaved in the past year will have an opportunity during the Mass to light a candle for 
their deceased relatives or friends, as well as for those in previous years. All are welcome. 

Blessing of Graves – At Kingshill Cemetery on Sunday 9th November at 11:30am. All those who have 
loved ones at Kingshill cemetery are welcome to this ceremony. 



    
 
  

Offertory Collections – 26/10/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £147.85 
Weekly Contactless - £53.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR 
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details 
below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank 
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your 
reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

An Advent Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture - Advent is a special season when the world 
prepares to celebrate the coming of Christ. Often, we get so caught up in our preparations that we 
lose sight of the point of the season, and we find ourselves no more transformed on Christmas Day 
than we were at the start of Advent. As part of our Parish Living Faith Programme initiative and 
because we want this Advent to be a journey we take together as a parish, enter the season 
intentionally and receive the grace God is waiting to give us this coming Advent, we will be holding an 
Advent Mission Evenings on 10/11/25 & 17/11/25 in the parish centre, from 7:30pm to 9pm each 
day. All are welcome! 

First Friday Devotion – On 7th November, commencing with Mass at 10am, followed by extended 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will end the 
devotion with the Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and benediction. Please make time on the day and 
come spend some moments of quiet and prayer before the Lord 

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays – If you would like to lead the rosary prayer before the 
10:00am Mass on Sundays, please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to 
create a rota. We would like to begin this on the first Sunday of Advent. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass - all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees 
and chats. Everyone welcome. 

Youth Mass – Thank you to all who made the last Youth Mass and Social such a great success. Our 
next one will be Saturday 22nd November at 5pm.This will be a Thanksgiving Mass for all our young 
people who volunteer in the Parish. 
Rehearsals will be held in the Church at 4pm on both the 9th and 11th November. 

Missio Red Boxes – Reminder to please return your red Missio boxes to Charlie by Sunday 16th 
November. Either by handing them to Charlie after the 10am Mass or these can be left in the Sacristy. 
If you are unable to return your box, please call Charlie on 07526 441 961 or 01442 875 602. 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton, 
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William 
Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, 
Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William Campbell, 
Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

September 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £6,679.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,422.47 
Total: £8,101.47 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 



 
 
 
 

 

Sun 2 Nov  All Saints 8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
Ken Bradding, RIP Ann 

Mon 3 Nov All Souls 10:00am 
 
 
6:00pm 

All the Faithful Departed, RIP 
Majorie and Peter Clegg and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Christine Adams and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Albert and Mary Lynn and All Holy Souls, RIP 
James and Hannah Shields and All Holy Souls, RIP 

Tue 4 Nov Saint Charles Borromeo, 
Bishop 

10:00am Hannah M and Jerry Twomey and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Bridget and James Greelish and All Holy Souls, RIP 

Thu 6 Nov Feria 12:00pm Ann and John Bowes, RIP 

Fri 7 Nov Feria 10:00am 
 
6:00pm 

Mary Donovan and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Margaret and Danny Wong and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Memorial Mass for Holy Souls, RIP 

Sat 8 Nov Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday Vigil  

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Vó Clotilde and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Marshall Dudley and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Justine Crawford, Int 

Sun 9 Nov  The Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Mary, Jimmy, Micky and David Muldowney, RIP 
 
Birthday Blessings 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 

                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Patricia Rice, Dr Denis Murray, Bill Goldney, Sue 

McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia Okoro, 
Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, 

Cyril Mallon, John Houston, Margaret Macken, Catherine 
Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, 

Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy 
Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Michael Brigg. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for peace in the Holy Land, and 

especially for all those who suffer in Gaza. 
 
 

Mass Intentions: 

2nd Nov All Saints Day Masses 8:30am, 10am 

3rd Nov All Souls Day Masses 10am (St Thomas More School will be in attendance), 6pm 

7th Nov Memorial Mass 6pm 

9th Nov Grave Blessings Kingshill 11:30am 

16th Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm 

22nd Nov Youth Mass 5pm, followed by Social for Year 7+ 

23rd Nov Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass 10am 

27th Nov Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass  

30th Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


