¥ First Sunday of Advent, Year A, 30" November 2025, Divine Office: Wk 1

‘Stay awake so that you may be ready.’
This first Sunday of Advent, which marks the beginning of a new liturgical year, does so with a message of
hope. Hope, one of the theological virtues, the others being faith and love, is the light that illuminates the
path into tomorrow for us. It energises the soul, not to despair, but to hold firm and embrace the future
with courage, in the knowledge that our Lord will not abandon his children. In the words of Pope Francis,
when declaring open the Year of Hope reminds us that “Hope does not disappoint”, SPES NON CONFUNDIT
(Rom 5:5)

As we reflected on the purpose of the season in the last three sessions of our Advent Parish Mission, Advent
is a time of renewed waiting, firstly for the birth of the Christ the Messiah at Christmas, and this time, for
his Second Coming.

The readings this Sunday, awakening our hearts to a renewed hope, also offer us a guide on what we should
be doingin order to be prepared when that Day, unknown to all, finally comes. Isaiah, the prophet of Advent,
in the First Reading alerts the people of Israel to the coming of the Promised Messiah. He describes what
the Messianic era will look like — a vision of a peaceful world, where weapons of conflict are turned into
tools to rebuild communities, as people grow together in God’s love. However, they have to accept the call
to queue into this Messianic vision to truly experience this in their lives.

This call is for us, too. This season is an opportunity for some self introspection. In the Second Reading, St
Paul uses the winter imagery of dark and light to offer us some practical advice of both the moral and
spiritual dimensions of this time of waiting - the things we must put right so that we can stand ready for the
Day of the Lord. “Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”

In the Gospel passage, we can read not only an encouragement from Jesus to stay awake but also his love
for us as he does not want us to be caught unawares when he comes. We therefore should treat every day
as the day the Lord will come. We are to this, not out of fear for a Master who beats his servants, but out
of love of a Master who always treats us with mercy. Nevertheless we must always be watchful, because
we can grow drowsy with ungodly life or become complacent, saying that we can leave this prayer or that
Sacrament of Confession or the change in the way we live to tomorrow. Even as we look forward to the
tomorrow of the Lord’s coming, we must remember that it might be today!

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, let us pray for the courage to cast off old habits that keep us in the
{ark and walk in the light and hope of God’s eternal love. /
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/Sacrament of Confirmation — A warm welcome to Bishop Paul McAleenan to our Parish this Sunday.\
He will celebrate the 10am Mass and confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on nine of our young
parishioners. This will be followed by a light refreshment in the parish hall. Please keep them, their
families, sponsors and catechists in your prayers.

Advent Season — When and how did the tradition begin? Have a look for some understanding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGe7xfoGmbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBpCOHI6tDA

First Friday Devotion — On 5™ December, commencing with Mass at 10am, followed by extended
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will end the
devotion with the Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and benediction. Please make time on the day
and come spend some moments of quiet and prayer before the Lord.

Parish Living Faith Programme — The next Advent Parish Mission session will be held on 15/12/25
at 7:30pm in the parish hall meeting room, will centre on the theme of ‘Waiting in hope for Second
Coming of the Lord Jesus.” | invite you to come along to it for some spiritual nourishment and insight
to this. It is an apportunity for you to have some form of Advent Retreat.

SVP Vinnie Packs - The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested
donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P
9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no.
4608 8237 . Thank you so much for your support.

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays — If you would like to lead the rosary prayer before the
10:00am Mass on Sundays, please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to
create a rota. It can be two decades or three decades before the time of Mass, it is still good way of
promoting the prayer and creating a prayerful atmosphere before Mass.

Youth Mass — Thank you to everyone who made last Saturday’s Youth Mass and Social afterwards a
great success. Thedate of the next Youth Mass will be announced soon.

Senior Christmas Lunch — Saturday 6™ December 2025 at 12pm in the Parish Centre. Sign-up sheet
is at the back of the church or email Laura in the office. If you are able to volunteer, please contact
Patrick McLoone on 07949128562.

Hospice of St Francis Carol Service - Our annual Carol Service in aid of the Hospice of St Francis will
take place on Sunday 21st December at 4pm in our church. It is always a very special event - and
raises much needed funds for our local hospice. Please put the date in your diary and spread the
word amongst your friends and family! Everyone is welcome.

Rehearsals - will be held in Church as follows: 4/12 7-8pm, 10/12 7-8:30pm, 17/12 7-8:30pm, 18/12
7-8:30pm. Full dress rehearsal with sound check 21/12 2pm.

Advent Carol Service Corpus Christi Tring - This Sunday 30th November at 6.30pm. Held by
candlelight, this atmospheric service will weave together the ancient words of the Great ‘O’
Antiphons with stunning choral music and much-loved Advent carols and hymns for all to sing.

The First Christmas - A memorial service for families who have had a bereavement in the last year,
hosted by Malcolm Jones & Metcalfe and The Hospice of St Francis. A beautiful community event at
St Mary’s Church, Northchurch at 2pm on Friday 12th December. All welcome for refreshments
afterwards with those in our community who may have shared a similar journey.

Wreath Making — Craft your own stunning Christmas Wreath at St Thomas More school Friday

5t December from 7pm. £40.00 per adult, includes a glass of Prosecco and mince pie on arrival. It is
a lovely festive event, open to parents, friends of the school and the wider community. To book
please email: contactstmsa@gmail.com.

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families — This week by:

The Carey family - Saturday 29/11 at 5pm. The Clarke Family - Sunday 30/11 at 8:30am.
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Offertory Collections — 23/11/25 October 2025 Offertory
Weekly Loose Plate - £174.50 Standing Orders: £6,323.00
Weekly Contactless - £111.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £817.85
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7, 140.85

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-aid
Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your
reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Consultation on the admission arrangements 2027-28 of John F Kennedy Catholic School — Please
Click Here to read about John F Kennedy’s Consultation on the admission arrangements for 2027-28.
Please reply by the 7*" December ’25. The changes on which they are asking your opinion on are:
e Criterion 2 applicants to provide a Certificate of Catholic Practice (CCP) to confirm children are
practising Catholics.
e Priority of siblings within criterion 7 - Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian
Church.

John F Kennedy Catholic School - is currently seeking to recruit Foundation Governors to ensure high
standards of achievement for all children and young people in the school by setting the school’s
vision, ethos and strategic direction; holding the headteacher to account for the educational
performance of the school and its pupils; and overseeing the financial performance of the school and
making sure its money is well spent. The role of Foundation Governor is a rewarding one and offers
various opportunities for professional and personal development. To be eligible for appointment, you
must be a practising and committed Catholic, in communion with the Church.

Please contact Eva Final, Clerk to Governors, at efinal@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Consultation of St Rose's Catholic Infants School Admissions Policy - St Rose’s Catholic Infants School
is a part of the All Saints Catholic Academy Trust (ASCAT), and collectively we aim to provide a Catholic
education for all our pupils. We are contacting all our stakeholders to inform you of our plans to
make some changes to the Admissions Policy of the school for the admitting year 2027/2028. All
details regarding our admissions protocol can be found on our school website
https://www.stroses.herts.sch.uk/Key-Info/Admissions/ If you have any questions relating to any
aspect of our admissions policy, please contact Chair of Governors, by email at
chair@stroses.herts.sch.uk.

STM 100 Club Winners Nov — 15t Monique Shotton £100, 2" Anya Heath £50, 3™ David Toorawa £25.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton,
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart,
David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack
Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

p
Sun 30 Nov  First Sunday of Advent 8:30am Kathleen Murray, RIP Ann
Confirmation Mass 10:00am* Jane Margaret Blayney, RIP Ann
Mon 1 Dec Advent Feria 10:00am Jordan Foy, RIP
Tue 2 Dec Advent Feria 12:00pm Requiem Mass William Campbell, RIP
*Please note time change*
Thu 4 Dec Advent Feria 10:00am Frank Xavier Furlong, RIP Ann
*Please note time change*
Fri 5 Dec Advent Feria 10:00am Stanislaw Josef Pawlowicz, RIP Ann
Sat 6 Dec Saint Nicholas, Bishop 10:00am Graham and Arnold Hardinge, RIP
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Rebekah Hardinge and lan Reid, RIP
Sun 7 Dec % Second Sunday of Advent  8:30am The People of the Parish
10:00am* Stella and Maurice Hoban and All Holy Souls,
RIP
 Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

-

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

30" Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am
6'" Dec Seniors Christmas Lunch 12pm

8t Dec St Thomas More KS2 (Y2 — Y6) attending Parish Mass 10am

15 Dec Parish Living Faith Programme Meeting 7:30pm in the Parish Centre
16" Dec St Thomas More Carol Service 6pm

21 Dec Hospice of St Francis Carol Service 4pm

11 Jan Sunday Lunch 12pm

Anima Christi

/ Soul of Christ., sanctify me \ / Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:
Body of Christ, save me Frank Furlong, William Campbell, Jane Blayney, Louise

Blood of Christ, inebriate me et . ) X -
Water from the side of Christ, wash me Deacon, Patricia Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie

Passion of Christ, strengthen me Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia Okoro, Sarah Okoro,
O good Jesus, hear me Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Cyril Mallon,
Within Thy wounds hide me John Houston, Margaret Macken, Catherine Foster, Joan

Suffer me not to be separated from Thee Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, Stephen and
From the malignant enemy defend me

At the hour of my death call me Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem.
And bid me come unto Thee May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen.

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for The Baker Family, Int.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus ... Make our hearts like

K unto thine. / K




