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‘He has transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.’
On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of
the Universe. This year centennial anniversary of this feast, instituted by Pope Pius Xl in 1925, with his
encyclical Quas primas (“In the first”) to respond to growing secularism and atheism.

He recognised that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law” out of public life would result in
continuing discord among people and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while governments come and go,
Christ reigns as King forever.

The early 20" century saw the rise in threat not just to the Catholic Church and its faithful but civilisation itself
by militantly secularistic regimes. Pope Pius XI’s encyclical gave Catholics hope and—while governments around
them crumbled—the assurance that Christ the King shall reign forever. Jesus Christ “is very truth, and it is from
him that truth must be obediently received by all mankind” (Quas primas, 7).

Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching on the Incarnation. Through his incarnation, passion, death
and resurrection, Jesus unites himself to human nature and reigns over all creation as the Incarnate Son of
God. “From this, it follows not only that Christ is to be adored by angels and men, but that to him as man, angels
and men are subject, and must recognise his empire; by reason of the hypostatic union Christ has power over
all creatures” (Quas primas, 13).

To acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our whole lives: “He must reign in our minds, which should assent with
perfect submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our wills,
which should obey the laws and precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires
and love God above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which
should serve as instruments for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul,
‘as instruments of justice unto God.” — (Quas primas, 33)

Today, religious freedom for many people means that we can believe whatever we want in private, but when
we enter the public square or the marketplace, we may not speak of anything that relates to our faith. Not so,
instead the reign of Christ should not only be in private, but in public also. This solemnity encourages us to
celebrate and live out our faith in public. Here we remember persecuted Christians in Nigeria and elsewhere in
the world. Their witness to Christ as The King of the Universe at the risk of their lives is a constant reminder to
us of the cost of being disciples of Jesus and the sacrificial love we are called to follow in.

For Christians, when our faith is repeatedly marginalised in public life, we can fall into the habit of
compartmentalising our lives. We love Jesus in our private lives, but we shrink from acknowledging the kingship
of Christ in social life. When we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, we declare to the world and remind

ourselves that Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire universe.
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/Sacrament of Confirmation - Next Sunday, at the 10am Mass, nine of our young parishioners will \
receive this Sacrament in the hands of Bishop Paul McAleenan. This will be followed by a light
refreshment in the parish hall. Please keep them, their families, sponsors and catechists in your
prayers.

Parish Living Faith Programme — The next Advent Parish Mission session will be held on 15/12/25
at 7:30pm in the parish hall meeting room, will centre on the theme of ‘Waiting in hope for Second
Coming of the Lord Jesus.” | invite you to come along to it for some spiritual nourishment and insight
to this. It is an apportunity for you to have some form of Advent Retreat.

Aid to Victims of Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica — Thank you to all you kindly donated towards this
charitable course. Collections have now been moved for onward transportation and delivery to the
victims. We ae not collecting any more for this, but for DENS and for locals.

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays — If you would like to lead the rosary prayer before the
10:00am Mass on Sundays, please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to
create a rota. We would like to begin this on the first Sunday of Advent.

Prayer Request Book — Can be found at the back of the church. All, who wish, are invited to write
their prayer requests in this book. The request book and the prayers written in it are brought along
the offertories to be offered alongside to to the Lord on the altar during Masses on Sunday.

Sick & Retired Priests’ Second Collection — Thank you to all who gave during last weekends second
collection, in total we raised £787.16. You can also set up a regular donation to become a Patron, or
give online at http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations using the QR code on the envelopes or posters.
Please keep all our clergy—active, retired, and ill—in your prayers. Thank you.

Rehearsals for the Hospice of St Francis Carol Service — Will be held in Church as follows:
26/11 7-8pm, 4/12 7-8pm, 10/12 7-8:30pm, 17/12 7-8:30pm, 18/12 7-8:30pm.
Full dress rehearsal with sound check 21/12 2pm.
Advent Carol Service Corpus Christi Tring - Sunday 30th November at 6.30pm. Held by candlelight,
this atmospheric service will weave together the ancient words of the Great ‘O’ Antiphons with
stunning choral music and much-loved Advent carols and hymns for all to sing. Come and experience
the wonder, stillness and hope of Advent as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christi in this
moving celebration of word and song.
The First Christmas - A memorial service for families who have had a bereavement in the last year,
hosted by Malcolm Jones & Metcalfe and The Hospice of St Francis. A beautiful community event at
St Mary’s Church, Northchurch at 2pm on Friday 12th December. All welcome for refreshments
afterwards with those in our community who may have shared a similar journey.
Sunday Lunch (Roast Dinner) — Thank you to all who helped to organise this last Sunday. The next
one will be held on Sunday 11t January at 12pm. Everyone welcome! A sign up sheet will be placed
at the back of the Church nearer the time.
Mary’s Meals Volunteers Needed — Caroline and Anne will be fundraising outside Tesco’s for Mary’s
Meals on the 22" November. They are always seeking volunteers, so if you would like to donate
your time to help, they are looking for support in the following areas:
1) Help with set up from 8:00am. 2) Help with oragnising and valuing items. 3) Donations of any
saleable items. 4) Help manning the stall. 5) Clear and dismantle stall at the end of the day.
If you are able to help with any of the above roles, please call either Anne 07773 900 983 or Caroline
07904 477 813.
Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families — This week by:
The Mounsey family - Saturday 22/11 at 5pm.
The Ramos Family - Sunday 23/11 at 8:30am.

Qhe McGovern Family - Sunday 23/11 at 10:00am. /



http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations

Offertory Collections — 16/11/25 October 2025 Offertory
Weekly Loose Plate - £213.24 Standing Orders: £6,323.00
Weekly Contactless - £134.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £817.85
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7, 140.85

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your
reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Light refreshment after the volunteers the 10am Thanksgiving Mass this Sunday - All are invited to
join.

Senior Christmas Lunch — Will be held on Saturday 6" December 2025 at 12pm in the Parish Centre.
Please sign-up using the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or by emailing Laura in the office.
If you are able to volunteer, please contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562.

Consultation on the admission arrangements 2027-28 of John F Kennedy Catholic School — Please
Click Here to read about John F Kennedy’s Consultation on the admission arrangements for 2027-28.
Please reply by the 7" December ’25. The changes on which they are asking your opinion on are:
e Criterion 2 applicants to provide a Certificate of Catholic Practice (CCP) to confirm children are
practising Catholics.
e Priority of siblings within criterion 7 - Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian
Church.

Volunteers Open Evenings — Thank you to all who expressed interest in volunteering in the parish
during our recent Planned Giving Drive. To give an overview of each of the roles, we have arranged
for a couple of open evenings, in parish centre. It is an opportunity to meet with existing volunteers
and ask any questions you may have about the specific roles.

We look forward to seeing you there.

21 Nov at 6:30pm — For Visiting the Sick, Housebound or Bereaved and the Monthly Youth Mass
Volunteers.

24" Nov at 7:00pm - For all other roles (Readers, Counters, Welcomers, Bidding Prayer writers, Choir,
Servers, Ministers (EMHC), Counters, Fundraising, Social Organisers etc.)

STM 100 Club Winners Nov — 15t Monique Shotton £100, 2" Anya Heath £50, 3™ David Toorawa £25.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton,
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart,
David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack
Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler,, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

Vs

Sun 23 Nov " Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 8:30am Kathleen Hansberry, RIP
the Universe
(Parish Volunteers’ 10:00am*  Volunteers Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving Mass)

Mon 24 Nov  Saint Andrew Diing-Lac, Priest, 10:00am Martin Collins, RIP
and Companions, Martyrs

Tue 25 Nov Feria 10:00am Peter O’Leary, RIP

Thu 27 Nov Feria 12:00pm Elizabeth Odera, RIP Ann

Fri 28 Nov Feria 10:00am Mags O’Neil Family, Int

Sat 29 Nov Blessed Virgin Mary 10:00am Mrs Margaret Twomey, Int
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm The People of the Parish

Sun 30 Nov % First Sunday of Advent 8:30am Kathleen Murray, RIP Ann
Confirmation Mass 10:00am*  Jane Margaret Blayney, RIP Ann

 Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass

First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

-

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

23" Nov Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass 10am, followed by light refreshment in the parish hall
27" Nov Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass

30*" Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am

6'" Dec Seniors Christmas Lunch 12pm

8t Dec St Thomas More KS2 (Y2 — Y6) attending Parish Mass 10am

15t Dec Parish Living Faith Programme Meeting 7:30pm in the Parish Centre

16" Dec St Thomas More Carol Service 6pm

21%' Dec Hospice of St Francis Carol Service 4pm

Anima Christi

/ Soul of Christ, sanctify me \ / Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Body of Christ, save me William Campbell, Jane Blayney, Louise Deacon, Patricia
Blood of Christ, inebriate me Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike
Water from the side of Christ, wash me Carey, Anthonia Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael
Passion of Christ, strengthen me Kennedy, Keith Gay, Cyril Mallon, John Houston,
O good Jesus, hear me Margaret Macken, Catherine Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-
Within Thy wounds hide me Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, Stephen and Joseph
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem.
From the malignant enemy defend me May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels is lit this week for The Baker Family, Int.

KAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./




