
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, Year C, 9th November 2025, Divine Office: Wk 4 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 202. 1st Eze. 47:1-2, 8-9, 12. 
Ps 46(45):2-3. 5-6. 8-9.  ℟. 5.  

2nd 1 Cor. 3:9c-11, 16-17. Gospel John. 2:13-22.  EP: III page 27 
 

 

 “You are God’s Temple...” 

 

Every 9th November, the Roman Catholic Church celebrates the feast of the dedication of the Lateran Basilica. 

Known initially as Basilica of the Saviour, it was later dedicated to St John the Baptist, hence the name, John 

Lateran Basilica. 

Built by Emperor Constantine in the beginning of the 4th century and gifted to the Pope, it is now the oldest 

basilica of the Western world and the oldest public church in the city of Rome and the Cathedral of the Diocese 

of Rome. 

Every diocese in the world celebrates the feast of the Dedication of their own cathedral, since the cathedral is 

the “mother and head” of all the churches in the Diocese. Here in the Catholic Diocese of Westminster, this is 

celebrated on 28th June. The Lateran Basilica, being the Pope’s cathedral, is in a sense the parish church of all 

Catholics, Thus, it has the title “Mother and Head” of all the Churches of the City of Rome and the World.  

In the earliest days, Christians met in their own homes to hear the teaching of Jesus Christ and to celebrate the 

Eucharist. As the Christian faith became more widespread, churches were built to accommodate the growing 

numbers. A most unusual feast, the celebration of course bears spiritual benefits for us - the living stones of 

God’s Temple, wherein the Spirit dwells. In the words of Pope Benedict XVI (9 November 2008): ‘Today’s feast 

celebrates a mystery that is always relevant: God’s desire to build a spiritual temple in the world, a community 

that worships him in spirit and truth’ (cf. John 4: 23–24). As God’s temple, today’s feast reminds us of our 

consecration at our baptism and our sacred obligation to lead a life befitting of God’s dwelling.  

Capturing the spiritual significance of the feast of the dedication of the church St Augustine writes: “What was 

done here, as these walls were rising, is reproduced when we bring together those who believe in Christ. For, 

by believing they are hewn out, as it were, from mountains and forests, like stones and timber, but by 

catechizing, baptism and instruction they are, as it were, shaped, squared, and planed by the hands of the 

workers and artisans. Nevertheless, they do not make a house for the Lord until they are fitted together through 

love.” (Sermon 36)  

On this day, we also pray for the unity of those churches gathered in communion with the successor of Saint 

Peter. The marbles and mosaics of the Lateran Basilica, which together form a splendid and beautiful building, 

are a sign of the beauty of God’s family, the Church, gathered in worship – the living stones of the temple of the 

Lord. This is a day to reflect on how this building, and cathedrals and churches everywhere are not just meeting-

places, but visible signs to the world of the Body of Christ in prayer. 
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Remembering the Fallen Heroes –  
 
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them…” 

Aid to Victims of Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica – Melissa’s winds destroyed homes and buildings, 
uprooted trees and left tens of thousands without electricity. Any donation of non-perishable food, 
summer type clothing, blankets, personal care goods, old cooking utensils, would be thankfully 
received and sent off to Westmoreland Beeson Springs. Thank you. 

Holy Souls – The Holy Souls envelopes and dead lists have been placed at the back of the church. 
Each year a list is compiled from the returned dead lists and a name from each list is picked, usually 
the first name on the list.  
Throughout the year we then offer Masses for your loved ones and All Holy Souls.  

Blessing of Graves – At Kingshill Cemetery, this Sunday 9th November at 11:30am. All those who 
have loved ones at Kingshill cemetery are welcome to this ceremony. 

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays – If you would like to lead the rosary prayer before the 
10:00am Mass on Sundays, please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to 
create a rota. We would like to begin this on the first Sunday of Advent. 

Youth Mass – Thank you to all who made the last Youth Mass and Social such a great success. Our 
next one will be Saturday 22nd November at 5pm.This will be a Thanksgiving Mass for all our young 
people who volunteer in the Parish. 
Rehearsals will be held in the Church at 4pm on both the 9th and 11th November. 

Missio Red Boxes – Reminder to please return your red Missio boxes to Charlie by Sunday 16th 
November. Either by handing them to Charlie after the 10am Mass or these can be left in the Sacristy. 
If you are unable to return your box, please call Charlie on 07526 441 961 or 01442 875 602. 

Prayer Request Book – Can be found at the back of the church. All are invited to write their prayer 
requests in this book - parishioners, guests and visitors. The request book is brought along with the 
offertory and the prayers offered alongside the offertory on the altar to the Lord at the Masses every 
Sunday.  

Sick & Retired Priests’ Second Collection – Next weekends (15th/16th Nov) second collection supports 
the sick and retired priests of our Diocese. Most priests retire at 75, though many continue serving in 
schools, hospitals, and parishes. Last year, the Diocese of Westminster cared for 73 retired priests at 
a cost of £1.27 million. Supporting this fund helps cover essential costs and ensures our priests are 
cared for in illness or old age. Donation envelopes are available at the back of the church.  
You can also set up a regular donation to become a Patron, or give online at 
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations using the QR code on the envelopes or posters.  
Please keep all our clergy—active, retired, and ill—in your prayers. Thank you. 

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast – Sacred Heart parish hall on Saturday 15th November from 8am 
to 9am. Set up will be around 7:45am, breakfast at 8:00am followed by prayers. Please join us, it is 
good to share food and pray together for the town and surrounding villages. For further information, 
please contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562.  

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families – This week we welcome:  
Saturday 8/11 at 5pm - The Hilsdon family  
Sunday 9/11 at 8:30am – The Lacey Family 
Sunday 9/11 at 10:00am – The Preston Family 

 

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations


    
 
  

Offertory Collections – 2/11/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £203.00 
Weekly Contactless - £164.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR 
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details 
below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank 
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your 
reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass - all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees 
and chats. Everyone welcome. Please note there will be no Tea’s & Coffees this Sunday (9/11) due 
to Blessing of the Graves. 

Catenian Association – Next Saturday the 10am Mass will be for the Deceased brothers of the 
Catenian Association. There will be Tea’s and Coffee’s in the hall afterwards, everyone welcome. 

Senior Christmas Lunch – Will be held on Saturday 6th December 2025 at 12pm in the Parish Centre. 
Please sign-up using the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or by emailing Laura in the office. 
If you are able to volunteer, please contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562. 

Consultation on the admission arrangements 2027-28 of John F Kennedy Catholic School – Please 
Click Here to read about John F Kennedy’s Consultation on the admission arrangements for 2027-28. 
Please reply by the 7th December ’25. The changes on which they are asking your opinion on are: 

• Criterion 2 applicants to provide a Certificate of Catholic Practice (CCP) to confirm children are 
practising Catholics. 

• Priority of siblings within criterion 7 - Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian 
Church. 

Volunteers Open Evenings – Thank you to all who expressed interest in volunteering in the parish 
during our recent Planned Giving Drive. To give an overview of each of the roles, we have arranged 
for a couple of open evenings, in parish centre. It is an opportunity to meet with existing volunteers 
and ask any questions you may have about the specific roles.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
21st Nov at 6:30pm – For Visiting the Sick, Housebound or Bereaved and the Monthly Youth Mass 
Volunteers. 
24th Nov at 7:00pm - For all other roles (Readers, Counters, Welcomers, Bidding Prayer writers, Choir, 
Servers, Ministers (EMHC), Counters, Fundraising, Social Organisers etc.) 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton, 
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William 
Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, 
Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William Campbell, 
Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

October 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £6,323.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £817.85 
Total: £7, 140.85 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/wp-content/uploads/sites/258/2025/11/JFK-Admissions-consultation-2027-28.pdf


 
 
 
 

 

Sun 9 Nov  The Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Mary, Jimmy, Micky and David Muldowney, RIP 
 
Birthday Blessings 

Mon 10 Nov Saint Leo the Great, Pope 
and Doctor of the Church 

10:00am 
 

Peteria Moran, RIP 

Tue 11 Nov Saint Martin of Tours, 
Bishop 

10:00am The People of the Parish 

Thu 13 Nov Feria 12:00pm Kathleen Edith Keenan and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Charles Bernard and All Holy Souls, RIP 

Fri 14 Nov Feria 10:00am Peter and Margaret Sinclair, Family Int 

Sat 15 Nov Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday Vigil  

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Catenian Association Deceased Brothers, RIP 
 
Hugh Martyn Mackie and All Holy Souls, RIP 
Olwen and Illtyd Denner and All Holy Souls, RIP 

Sun 16 Nov  Thirty-Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Michael, Shirley and Jeremy Blood, RIP 
 
Lena McNeela, RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Patricia Rice, Dr Denis Murray, Bill Goldney, Sue 

McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia Okoro, 
Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, 

Cyril Mallon, John Houston, Margaret Macken, Catherine 
Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, 

Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy 
Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Michael Brigg. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for the Victims of Hurricane 

Melissa in Jamaica. 
 
 

Mass Intentions: 

9th Nov Grave Blessings Kingshill 11:30am 

11th Nov Parish Living Faith Programme Meeting 7:30pm in the Parish Centre 

16th Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm 

22nd Nov Youth Mass 5pm, followed by Social for Year 7+ 

23rd Nov Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass 10am 

24th Nov Parish Living Faith Programme Meeting 7:30pm in the Parish Centre 

27th Nov Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass  

30th Nov Confirmation Mass, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, 10am 

6th Dec Seniors Christmas Lunch 12pm 

  

  

  

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


