¥ Second Sunday of Advent, Year A, 7" December 2025, Divine Office: Wk 2

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ \

Throughout the first three weeks of Advent, the readings focus clearly on the End
of Time, and the Second Coming of the Lord, with emphasis on repentance. In the
last week of Advent, we begin to see reference to Christmas.

In the readings, John the Baptist’s appearance and preaching takes place after
the birth of Jesus. If we view Advent as a Season preparing for Christmas these
readings will make little sense - and neither will the figure of John the Baptist
who appears today. He preaches to us and invites us to make peace with God and
one another, as he did of old and to prepare us for the Second Coming of the
Lord.

The readings give us an insight to the reason of the Messiah’s First Coming and
help us to understand why we should be ready to meet him, when he comes
again at the End of Time. Focusing on the great Advent prophet, John the Baptist,
with his message of preparation, focuses our mind to reflect on where we are at
in our relationship with God and to change from the sins that keep us from him.

Isaiah in the first reading describes the character of this Messiah King and the
peace and serenity his reign will bring upon the earth. While St Paul in the second
reading urges us to live in harmony and unity with God and with one another,
getting ourselves ready for the Second Coming of the Lord.

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, we continue to pray for those treated
unjustly, and all who live in areas where there is no peace.
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/St Andrew, Patron of Scotland, 30" November — A belated happy feast of St Andrew to all our \
Scottish Parishioners. “We have found the Messiah..., Andrew said to Peter, and he brought him to
Jesus...” May St Andrew aid you through his intercession to find and welcome Christ afresh in your
hearts in this Holy Season of Advent and to share his joy with others.

Advent Season — When and how did the tradition begin? Have a look for some insights.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGe7xfoGmbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBpCOHI6tDA

Christmas Flowers for the Church — If you can, please donate towards the decoration of the church
at Christmas to mark the joyful season of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks.

Christmas Offering Envelopes — Going away before Christmas? Please take one envelope at the back
of the church and return it with your offering next weekend or at your convenience. Thank you.
Sacrament of Confirmation — Congratulations to the newly confirmed young people of our parish.
May the Holy Spirit forever enlighten and aid them in their decision making and for service in our
parish and the Church. Thank you to all who played one role or the other, either during their
formation period or in preparation for the Confirmation Mass, which went really well.

Advent Parish Mission — Last session 15/12/25 at 7:30pm in the parish hall meeting room. We
continue to explore the theme of “Waiting in hope for the Second Coming of Christ.” Amidst the
busyness of this time, this is an opportunity to pause and focus attention on reason for this holy
season.

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays — Would you like to lead, from 9:30am on Sundays?
Please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to create a rota. It can be two,
three or more decades before the 10am Mass. A good way of promoting the prayer and creating a
prayerful atmosphere before Mass.

SVP Vinnie Packs — The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested
donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P
9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no.
4608 8237 . Thank you so much for your support.

Caritas Advent Calendars — To help tackle food insecurity in the local communities, you will find for
each day in the calendar, specific items like non-perishable food to toiletries, cleaning products and
festive treats to donate if you can. Help yourself to a calendar from the back of the church.
Donations to be placed in the foodbank box in the porch and will be sent to DENS.

Religious Orders 2026 Liturgical Calendars — Can be found at the back of the church. Please help
yourself and if you wish, please make a donation using the details attached to the calendar.

Carol Service — To raise the much needed funds for our local Hospice of St Francis, on Sunday 21°
December at 4pm in church. Everyone is welcome. Rehearsals - In church on: 10/12, 17/12, & 18/12
at 7-8:30pm. Full dress rehearsal with sound check 21/12 at 2pm.

The First Christmas - Memorial service for families who have had a bereavement in the last year,
hosted by Malcolm Jones & Metcalfe and The Hospice of St Francis, at St Mary’s Church
Northchurch, Friday 12" December at 2pm. All welcome for refreshments afterwards with those in
our community who may have shared a similar journey.

Seniors' Light Lunch — Thank you to all the volunteers last Thursday. Next lunch - 22" January 2026.

Mary’s Meals — On Sunday 14™ December, after the 10am Mass. Please come along to support this
great charity, have a mince pie and perhaps even find a treasure. Have anything to donate or can
help? Please contact Anne or Caroline - 07773 900983.

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families — This week by:
The Hilsdon family - Saturday 6/12 at 5pm.
Qhe Hallinan Family - Sunday 7/12 at 8:30am. /
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Offertory Collections — 30/11/25 October 2025 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate - £348.48 Standing Orders: £6,323.00
Weekly Contactless - £75.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £817.85
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7, 140.85

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your
reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

John F Kennedy Catholic School - is currently seeking to recruit Foundation Governors to ensure high
standards of achievement for all children and young people in the school by setting the school’s
vision, ethos and strategic direction; holding the headteacher to account for the educational
performance of the school and its pupils; and overseeing the financial performance of the school and
making sure its money is well spent. The role of Foundation Governor is a rewarding one and offers
various opportunities for professional and personal development. To be eligible for appointment, you
must be a practising and committed Catholic, in communion with the Church.

Please contact Eva Final, Clerk to Governors, at efinal@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Consultation of St Rose's Catholic Infants School Admissions Policy - St Rose’s Catholic Infants School
is a part of the All Saints Catholic Academy Trust (ASCAT), and collectively we aim to provide a
Catholic education for all our pupils. We are contacting all our stakeholders to inform you of our
plans to make some changes to the Admissions Policy of the school for the admitting year

2027/2028. All details regarding our admissions protocol can be found on our school website
https://www.stroses.herts.sch.uk/Key-Info/Admissions/ If you have any questions relating to any
aspect of our admissions policy, please contact Chair of Governors, by email at
chair@stroses.herts.sch.uk.

Christmas Tree Collection Service - If you have a real tree, local Scout Groups are offering a collection
service for the 17th year running! For a suggested voluntary donation of £6 per tree, they will pick it
up on Sunday, January 4, 2026 (or Saturday, January 3, for the Hall Park area), and take it to the
Dacorum Council shredder. The wood chippings are then used in local parks and roundabouts across
Dacorum. All funds raised will go to support local Scout charities.

You can book and pay for your tree collection online by 11 pm on January 2, or visit the Scouts’
Christmas tree market stall next to Tesco in Berkhamsted between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm on
Saturday, January 3. For more information, visit: https://trees.1stberkhamsted.org.uk/

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - Fr John Murray, Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton,
Maxine Burdon, Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart,
David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack
Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

p
Sun 7 Dec ' Second Sunday of Advent  8:30am The People of the Parish
10:00am* Stella and Maurice Hoban and All Holy Souls, RIP
Mon 8 Dec The Immaculate Conception  10:00am Deceased members of the McMahon and
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Furlong Families and All Holy Souls, RIP
Patron of the Diocese
Tue 9 Dec Advent Feria 10:00am Zita Dieseru, Int
Thu 11 Dec Advent Feria 12:00pm Jimmy Browne, RIP
Fri 12 Dec Advent Feria 10:00am Okoro Family, Int

Sat 13 Dec Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 10:00am

Fr William Campling, RIP Ann

Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Dominic Dieseru, Int
Sun 14 Dec ¥ Third Sunday of Advent 8:30am The People of the Parish
10:00am* John Shotton and All Holy Souls, RIP

Roseanna Lawler and All Holy Souls, RIP

 Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass

First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.

Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph
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Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:
8™ Dec St Thomas More KS2 (Y2 — Y6) attending Parish Mass 10am
14 Dec Mary’s Meals — Parish Hall, after 10am Mass
15" Dec Parish Living Faith Programme Meeting 7:30pm in the Parish Centre
16" Dec St Thomas More KS2 Carol Service 6pm
21 Dec Hospice of St Francis Carol Service 4pm
11* Jan Sunday Lunch 12pm

Anima Christi

/ Soul of Christ, sanctify me

Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
K Make our hearts like unto thine.

~
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/ Recently Deceased and Anniversaries: \
P

eter Doran, Frank Furlong, William Campbell,
Jane Blayney, Patricia Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue
McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Mike Carey, Anthonia
Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys Evans, Michael
Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine Foster, Joan
Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand,
Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston,
Goddy Ohaegbulem.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp

is lit this week for The Baker Family, Int.




