/ John bore witness: ‘I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove’. \

The main events of Christmastide are now behind us, and until Lent, we
follow the Sundays of ‘Ordinary Time’. This Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
returns to the event of Jesus’s baptism.

In the Gospel, John the Baptist recognises in Jesus the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. John bears witness that Jesus truly is the
Son of God.

In the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah speaks of the Servant, whom
Christians have long identified with Jesus. He will be a light for the nations,
so that salvation can reach the end of the earth.

The Psalmist gives thanks for the help he has received. He delights in doing
God’s will, offering his skills of listening and speaking to those around him.

Paul, in the Second Reading, greets the young Church in Corinth with grace
and peace from God.

This week, we might reflect on the witness that we ourselves give as
Christians, and determine to listen to those around us with an ‘open ear’.
We also pray for salvation and peace to reach everyone throughout the
world.

\_ /

/ Order of Mass: Page 5. Readings, Page 125. 1% Isa. 49:3, 5-6. \
Ps 40(39):2, 4ab. 7-8a. 8b-9. 10. R. 8a, 9a.
2" Cor. 1:1-3. Gospel John. 1:14a, 12a. EP: lll page 28
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/Welcome - to Sacred Heart Parish. For information about the week ahead, take a copy of the \
newsletter home with you. Are you new to the parish or a returning Catholic after some time away?
Please collect the parish registration form and other forms from the parish office or from Fr Joseph.
Complete and return the forms so that we can have you on the parish register and mailing list. This is
to ensure that you receive any information sent to parishioners from the parish office. We are
delighted to have you with us.

SPUC (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) — There will be a second collection for their
White Flower Appeal this weekend, 17th and 18th January. The White Flower Appeal is dedicated to
protecting unborn children and promoting the right to life in society. Thank you for your continued
support and generosity.

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays — Would you like to lead, from 9:30am on Sundays?
Please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to create a Rota. It can be two,
three or more decades before the 10am Mass. A good way of promoting this powerful prayer and
creating a prayerful atmosphere before Mass.

Prayer Request Book — At the back of the church for anyone to write their prayer requests. Your
prayer requests will be offered alongside the offertory on the altar during Masses on Sunday.

New Baby & Toddler Group — Register Your Interest! We’re looking to start a Baby and Toddler
Group in the Parish Centre, running on Thursdays from 11am to 1pm. This will be a welcoming space
for little ones to play while parents and carers enjoy tea, coffee, and a friendly chat. Before we get
started, we would love to know if there is interest for this in the community. If you would be keen to
attend or find out more, please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the back of the Church. We
look forward to hopefully welcoming many of you and your little ones soon!

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank. Please
continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food. Donation box is in the church porch. All
items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Community Fridge and DENS Food Bank.
Community Fridge and Pantry - is still operating from outside Open Door on Fridays and Tuesdays
10am-12pm. Any donations, please put inside the wooden pantry cupboard. Should anyone wish to
volunteer to help with the Community Fridge please contact Joan Fisher 07778 399 353.

Seniors' Light Lunch - the next lunch is on Thursday 22" January in the church hall, after 12.00 Mass
(lunch12.30 - 14.00). Do come along and bring a friend. There is an attendance sheet at the back of
the church, please sign if you are able to come; any transport issues, let us know on sheet.

No charge and lovely!

Mary's Meals - A huge thank you to everyone who has supported Mary's Meals in 2025. A total of
£3844.50 was donated in the fund-raising events, enough to provide over 19,000 meals. This is
completely amazing! THANK YOU. We have our first event of the year on Sunday 22nd February after
10am Mass, with a table top sale, tea & coffee, cakes and sausage baps. Please come along and if you can
help in any way do get in touch - Anne 07773 900983.

St Columba's College Prep School - are having an Open Morning on Friday 6th February between
9.00am and 11.00am. This is a wonderful opportunity to have a tour of the Prep School by our
current students and to hear from the Prep Leadership Team. Please register using the following
link: Visit Us - St Columba's College. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Masters at
masters.m@stcolumbascollege.org.

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families — This week:
The Krusiewicz family - Saturday 17/1 at 5:00pm.
The Preston Family - Sunday 18/1 at 10:00am.
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Offertory Collections — 11/01/2026 December 2025 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate - £125.20 Standing Orders: £6,574.00
Weekly Contactless - £111.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,044.61
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7,618.61

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details
below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your
reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

SVP Vinnie Packs — The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested
donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ
with cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608
8237. Thank you so much for your support.

John F Kennedy Catholic School - is currently seeking to recruit Foundation Governors to ensure high
standards of achievement for all children and young people in the school by setting the school’s
vision, ethos and strategic direction; holding the headteacher to account for the educational
performance of the school and its pupils; and overseeing the financial performance of the school and
making sure its money is well spent. The role of Foundation Governor is a rewarding one and offers
various opportunities for professional and personal development. To be eligible for appointment, you
must be a practicing and committed Catholic, in communion with the Church.

Please contact Eva Final, Clerk to Governors, at efinal@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Consultation of St Rose's Catholic Infants School Admissions Policy - St Rose’s Catholic Infants School
is a part of the All Saints Catholic Academy Trust (ASCAT), and collectively we aim to provide a
Catholic education for all our pupils. We are contacting all our stakeholders to inform you of our
plans to make some changes to the Admissions Policy of the school for the admitting year

2027/2028. All details regarding our admissions protocol can be found on our school website
https://www.stroses.herts.sch.uk/Key-Info/Admissions/ If you have any questions relating to any
aspect of our admissions policy, please contact Chair of Governors, by email at
chair@stroses.herts.sch.uk.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound — Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon,
Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone,
Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke,
Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna
O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

Vs

Sun 18Jan  '® Second Sunday in Ordinary  8:30am Tessie Donoghue, RIP
Time
10:00am*  Hilary and Stephen Lavin RIP
Mon 19Jan Feria 10:00am The People of the Parish
Tue 20Jan  Feria 10:00am Eileen Connell RIP
Thu22Jan Feria 12:00pm  The Marambus Family Int.
Fri 23 Jan Feria 10:00am Deceased members of the Munroe Family
and All Holy Souls RIP
Sat 24 Jan Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop  10:00am Antoinette and Stanley Hunt
and Doctor of the Church and All Holy Souls RIP
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm James Rogers Int.
Sun 25Jan  '® Third Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Alice and Stephen Danaher RIP
Time
10:00am* Mr Brendan Conway RIP

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:

22" Jan Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass
22" Feb Mary’s Meals Event after 10am Mass
8t Mar Sunday Lunch — 12pm

9th May First Holy Communion Mass 11am
17*" May Going Forth Mass 10am

Anima Christi

-~

o

Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen.

~

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Make our hearts like unto thine. /

/ Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:
U

chenna Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William Came
Patricia Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie
Morahan, Anthonia Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys
Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine
Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan,
Norman Brand, Stephen and Joseph Phillips,
Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp

is lit this week in memory of Wadia
Narouz RIP Ann




