
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 The Baptism of the Lord, Year A, 11th January 2026, Divine Office: Wk 1 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 5. Readings, Page 118. 1st Isa. 42:1-4, 6-7. 
Ps 29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. ℟. 11b.  

2nd Act. 10:34-38. Gospel Mat. 3:13-17.  EP: III page 28 
 

 

 ‘I have called you….’ 
 

Today’s feast day invites us to respond to the calling of our baptism. God delights 
in us. We are one with the risen Christ and his Spirit is upon us.  
 
In union with Christ we are called to act with compassion, justice and integrity in 
order to reveal God’s kingdom to the ‘nations’. (First Reading) 
 
Fittingly, the Psalm for today’s feast overflows with the imagery of water. Water is 
a symbol of cleansing and new life. The Holy Spirit breathed her wisdom across the 
primordial waters in the creation story. 
 
Then in the Gospel, the Spirit descends upon Jesus when John baptises him in the 
River Jordan. This is another new beginning blessed by the Spirit. Jesus is anointed 
by God and begins his ministry to live out the good news that was proclaimed by 
Isaiah. 
 
In the Second Reading, Peter proclaims Jesus Christ (the ‘Anointed One’) as Lord 
of all. 
 
For we who call ourselves Christian, we are united with Christ through our baptism, 
we share in his priesthood and are tasked with transforming the world through 
living out his Gospel values of love, compassion and justice. Let us pray that 
throughout the whole Church, there will be a spirit of renewal, enlivened and 
enriched by the gifts of the Spirit.  
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Welcome - to Sacred Heart Parish. For information about the week ahead, take a copy of the 
newsletter home with you. Are you new to the parish or a returning Catholic after some time away? 
Please collect the parish registration form and other forms from the parish office or from Fr Joseph. 
Complete and return the forms so that we can have you on the parish register and mailing list. This is 
to ensure that you receive any information sent to parishioners from the parish office. We are 
delighted to have you with us. 

SPUC (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) – There will be a second collection for their 
White Flower Appeal on the 17th and 18th January. The White Flower Appeal is dedicated to 
protecting unborn children and promoting the right to life in society. Thank you for your continued 
support and generosity. 

Praying the Rosary Before Mass on Sundays – Would you like to lead, from 9:30am on Sundays? 
Please speak to Fr Joseph or email the office so that we can begin to create a rota. It can be two, 
three or more decades before the 10am Mass. A good way of promoting this powerful prayer and 
creating a prayerful atmosphere before Mass. 

Prayer Request Book – At the back of the church for anyone to write their prayer requests. Your 
prayer requests will be offered alongside the offertory on the altar during Masses on Sunday. 

New Baby & Toddler Group – Register Your Interest! We’re looking to start a Baby and Toddler 
Group in the Parish Centre, running on Thursdays from 11am to 1pm. This will be a welcoming space 
for little ones to play while parents and carers enjoy tea, coffee, and a friendly chat. Before we get 
started, we would love to know if there is interest for this in the community. If you would  be keen to 
attend or find out more, please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the back of the Church. We 
look forward to hopefully welcoming many of you and your little ones soon! 

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued donations to the food bank. Please 
continue to support the Foodbank with non-perishable food. Donation box is in the church porch. All 
items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Community Fridge and DENS Food Bank. 

Community Fridge and Pantry - is still operating from outside Open Door on Fridays and Tuesdays 
10am-12pm. Any donations, please put inside the wooden pantry cupboard. Should anyone wish to 
volunteer to help with the Community Fridge please contact Joan Fisher 07778 399 353.  

Seniors' Light Lunch - the next lunch is on Thursday 22nd January  in the church hall, after 12.00 Mass 
(lunch12.30 - 14.00). Do come along and bring a friend. There is an attendance sheet at the back of 
the church , please sign if you are able to come; any transport issues, let us know on sheet . No 
charge and lovely! 

 Mary's Meals - After 10am Mass on Sunday 3rd November. There will be tea, coffee and homemade 
cakes, as well as the treasure table! If anyone has any bric-a-brac or is able to make a cake please 
just bring along before Mass to the kitchen or give Anne a ring before to collect (07773 900983) 
THANK YOU. 

St Columba's College Prep School - are having an Open Morning on Friday 6th February between 
9.00am and 11.00am. This is a wonderful opportunity to have a tour of the Prep School by our 
current students and to hear from the Prep Leadership Team.  Please register using the following 
link: Visit Us - St Columba's College. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Masters at 
masters.m@stcolumbascollege.org. 

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families – This week:  
The Clarke family - Saturday 10/1 at 5:00pm.  
The Ramos Family - Sunday 11/1 at 8:30am.  
The Keeley Family - Sunday 11/1 at 10:00am.  

https://stcolumbascollege.org/visit-us/


    
 
  

Offertory Collections – 04/01/2026 
Weekly Loose Plate - £129.68 
Weekly Contactless - £69.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR 
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank details 
below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank 
you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as your 
reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

SVP Vinnie Packs – The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather 
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested 
donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ 
with cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608 
8237. Thank you so much for your support. 

John F Kennedy Catholic School - is currently seeking to recruit Foundation Governors to ensure high 
standards of achievement for all children and young people in the school by setting the school’s 
vision, ethos and strategic direction; holding the headteacher to account for the educational 
performance of the school and its pupils; and overseeing the financial performance of the school and 
making sure its money is well spent. The role of Foundation Governor is a rewarding one and offers 
various opportunities for professional and personal development. To be eligible for appointment, you 
must be a practicing and committed Catholic, in communion with the Church. 
Please contact Eva Final, Clerk to Governors, at efinal@jfk.herts.sch.uk  

Consultation of St Rose's Catholic Infants School Admissions Policy - St Rose’s Catholic Infants School 
is a part of the All Saints Catholic Academy Trust (ASCAT), and collectively we aim to provide a 
Catholic education for all our pupils.  We are contacting all our stakeholders to inform you of our 
plans to make some changes to the Admissions Policy of the school for the admitting year 
2027/2028.  All details regarding our admissions protocol can be found on our school website 
https://www.stroses.herts.sch.uk/Key-Info/Admissions/  If you have any questions relating to any 
aspect of our admissions policy, please contact Chair of Governors, by email at 
chair@stroses.herts.sch.uk. 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Herman D’Souza, Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon, 
Anne Furlong, Gerry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, 
Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Janet Goldney, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, 
Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna 
O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

November 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £6,108.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,456.00 
Total: £7,564.00 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

mailto:efinal@jfk.herts.sch.uk
https://www.stroses.herts.sch.uk/Key-Info/Admissions/
mailto:chair@stroses.herts.sch.uk


 
 
 
 

 
Sun 11th Jan  The Baptism of the Lord 8:30am 

 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
Private Intention 

Mon 12th Jan Feria 10:00am NO MASS 

Tue 13th Jan Feria 10:00am NO MASS 

Thu 15th Jan Feria 12:00pm NO MASS 

Fri 16th Jan Feria 10:00am NO MASS 

Sat 17th Jan Saint Anthony, Abbot 
  
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

NO MASS 
 
Deceased members of the Stenson Family and All 
Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 18th Jan  Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
Hilary and Stephen Lavin RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 
Will resume from Friday 6th February 
Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
Will resume from Saturday 24th January 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen.  

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Make our hearts like unto thine. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Uchenna Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William Campbell, 
Patricia Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie 
Morahan, Anthonia Okoro, Sarah Okoro, Krys 
Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine 

Foster, Joan Gomes, Sue-Claire Donovan, 
Norman Brand, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, 

Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for The People of the 

Parish. 
 

Mass Intentions: 

22nd Jan Seniors' Light Lunch after 12pm Mass  

22nd Feb Mary’s Meals Event after 10am Mass 

  

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


