
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord - Year A, 5th April 2026 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Youth & Children’s Worker – Amandha Senanayake:  

berkhamstedycw@rcdow.org.uk   
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs):  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
 

 

Order of Mass: Page 5. Readings, Page 251. 1st Act. 10:34a, 37-43. 
Ps 118(117):1-2. 16-17. 22-23. ℟. 24. 

2nd Col. 3:1-4. Gospel John. 20:1-9.  EP: III page 18 

 

 

 
“God raised him on the third day and caused him to appear to us. We ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead…” 

We read in the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday how, at Pilate’s order, Jesus’ tombstone was 

sealed, and soldiers sent to guard the tomb. Pilate made this order to oblige the chief priests’ and 

Pharisees’ request for the tomb to be made secure, ‘lest Jesus’ disciples go and steal his body away.’ 

- Mtt. 27:62-66 

Peter’s eyewitness account to Cornelius, the Roman centurion, his household and to all who 

gathered at Caesarea to listen to the Good News about the risen Jesus is a testament to God’s 

power over death and his transcendence over all human limitations. First Reading 

What fraud, as the chief priests and Pharisees insinuated in their request to Pilate for Jesus’ tomb 

to be secured, could have endured over two millennia of scrutiny and currently has over 1.4 billion 

disciples across the world? Countless number of Christians have risked their lives and courageously 

faced martyrdom for the sake of this same Christ. As was the case in the early Church and past 

centuries, there has been in the last year delightful news of unprecedented number of people 

returning back or embracing the Christian faith for the first time. This further lays credence, not 

only to the truth of Christ’s resurrection, but also its undying power. “When I am lifted up from the 

earth, I will draw all people to myself.” Jn. 12:32 

This extraordinary event calls for a unique and specific response from us: to proclaim the Good 

News of the Gospel with the commitment and enthusiasm of our Christian forebears. Gospel 

Reading. We are also to respond with a death to sin and a life of righteousness that looks towards 

heaven, mirroring daily in our lives the teachings of the risen Christ. With such break from our old 

and sinful past, we can be sure to receive from him the unfading crown of glory and be given a 

place in his heavenly kingdom when he appears again in glory. Second Reading.  

May Christ’s constant and faithful love raise us up to fresh encouragement and greater hope, that 
we may unashamedly bear witness to his resurrection in our daily lives.   

“The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! That Christ is truly risen from the 

dead we know.” Alleluia!  
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Thank You – To you all for your generous service in the various ministries you serve in, in the 
parish and in preparation for the Holy Week and Easter celebrations. It is to God we all render our 
service in his Church. His blessings for you far surpass any thank you I can say to you.  
On behalf of the parish, I would also like to thank our parish employees - Laura, the Parish 
Administrator, Josie, the Housekeeper, and Amandha Senanayake, the Youth and Children’s 
Worker. Thank you Steve Alderman, the handyman.  
Happy Easter and may God bless and keep you all. Fr Joseph. 

Easter Offering – Your Easter offerings go towards the yearly stipend for the priest. Please take an 
offering envelope from the back of the church or use the contactless machine to give your Easter 
offerings. THANK YOU 

Collections – Good Friday – 3rd April in support of the maintenance of the Holy Places. 
Holy Thursday 2nd April to support the poor. Thank you for your generosity.  

Holy Rosary Devotion and Prayer – “After the Holy Eucharist, the Rosary is the shortest ladder to 
heaven…” St Carlo Acutis. Join us to pray the Rosary after the 8:30am Mass on Sundays. If you are 
unable to join us, we will pray for your intentions. Please be mindful of those who may want to sit 
quiet in prayer. Thanks.  

Stations of the Cross – To pray and meditate on the sacrificial love and death of Christ for our sins, 
on Good Friday at 6:30pm (Children’s Stations of the Cross 11:00am) to obtain Plenary Indulgence 
- the total removal of temporal punishment due to forgiven sins. Requirements: detachment from 
sin - mortal and venial, going to Sacramental Confession within 20 days before or after, receive 
Holy Communion worthily in a state of grace, ideally on the same day and praying for Pope’s 
Intentions: One Our Father, Hail Mary & Glory be… 

Divine Mercy Sunday - Novena starts from Good Friday, 3rd April, to Saturday, 11th April. All 
around the world are encouraged to pray the novena for peace in our troubled world. On Divine 
Mercy Sunday 12th April from 2-3:30pm, there will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed they Divine Mercy Chaplet, and benediction to conclude. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) - Would you like to become a Roman Catholic, or 
be received into full communion with the Catholic Church, or receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation as an adult? Please email Fr Joseph – josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 

The Big Lent Walk – Our Parishioner Mary Harris has been busy taking part in CAFOD’s Big Lent 
Walk, walking an impressive total of 253km. Although Mary has hit her walking target, she hasn’t 
quite hit her fundraising target. If you would like to sponsor Mary, please visit: 
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/step-by-step-with-mary 
   
 

 

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 2ND ARPIL 

8pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
followed by watch in prayer and adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament at the place of repose. 

GOOD FRIDAY 3RD APRIL 
11am – Meditations on the Stations of the 

Cross with the children. 
12pm – 1pm Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(in the confessional opposite the Lady Chapel) 
3pm – The Solemn Celebration of the Passion 

of the Lord 
(with the veneration of the Cross) 

6.30pm – Stations of the Cross 
 

 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 
10am -11am – Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(in the confessional opposite the Lady Chapel) 
8pm – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

EASTER SUNDAY 5TH APRIL  
8:30am & 10am -   Mass of Easter Sunday of the 

Resurrection 
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Offertory Collections – 29/03/2026 
Weekly Loose Plate - £164.97 
Weekly Contactless - £154.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Easter Flowers – Donations are welcome. Please use the basket at the back of the church, the 
contactless machine or the QR code around the church. THANK YOU. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. 
Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as 
your reference. 

Hospice of St Francis Coffee for Care - Coffee and refreshments after the 10.00 Mass on Sunday 
19th April will be in aid of the Hospice of St Francis.  We are one of 100 people/organisations taking 
part and holding an event in April.  Please join us after Mass to support the Hospice.  There will be 
a cake sale.  If you are happy to make and donate a cake you would be most welcome. Please 
contact Jenny Holden on 07989-275603. 

Sacred Heart Youth Groups – On Monday 13th Apr, Monday 18th May, Friday 5th Jun. 5:30-7pm for 
teens 12-17 years old, for a time of fun, conversations, food and prayer.  
Monday 20th Apr, Friday 22nd May 26th June. 4-5pm for children 5-11 years old for a mix of Faith & 
Fun. Come and learn more about Jesus through arts and crafts, action songs and more. In the 
Parish Hall with Amandha, the Parish Youth and Children’s Worker. 

Seniors' Light Lunch – Thank you to all who made this event possible last Thursday, the next lunch 
is scheduled for the 30th April. A sign-up sheet will be placed at the back of the Church nearer the 
time. 

New Baby & Toddler Group – Starting on Monday 13th April! On Mondays, 9:00–10:30am in the 
parish centre, on a drop-in basis. For relaxing and welcoming space where babies and toddlers can 
play while parents, grandparents and carers enjoy tea, coffee and a friendly chat and to connect 
with one another. Please spread the word! Donations of unwanted toys, in good condition and 
suitable for babies and toddlers, to help get the group started, would be much appreciated and 
please speak to Laura in the office, if you have anything to pass on. 

Mary’s Meals – Good news! The next Mary’s Meals event is scheduled for Sunday 26th April, 
following the 10am Mass. Join us for tea, coffee, cake, and sausage rolls. If you’re having a spring 
clean, we would be delighted to receive any unwanted bric-a-brac or treasures for our tabletop 
sale. If you’re able to offer any donations or help, please call Anne – 07773 900983 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Sheila Sumner, Doreen Smyth, Michael Di Napoli, 
Alice Gancke, Margaret Jarrett, Malcolm Hill, Judith Poupart, Michael Holmes, Jeanne Bolton, 
Maxine Burdon, Dave & Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie 
Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Caroline Butler, Ron 
Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

February 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £5,833.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,200.50 
Total: £7,033.50 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 



 
 
 
 

 
Sun 5 Apr  Easter Sunday of the 

Resurrection 
Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
 
9:30-9:55am 
10:00am* 

Helen Rupich RIP 
 
 
Anne-Marie Clarke RIP 

Mon 6 Apr Monday within the Octave 
of Easter 

10:00am Birthday Blessings Brianna 

Tue 7 Apr Tuesday within the Octave 
of Easter 

10:00am 
 

Andrew and Catherine Millar and All Holy Souls 
RIP 

Thu 9 Apr Thursday within the Octave 
of Easter 

12:00pm The People of the Parish 

Fri 10 Apr Friday within the Octave of 
Easter 

10:00am 
 

Chris Holmes RIP  

Sat 11 Apr Saturday within the Octave 
of Easter 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Michael O’Sullivan RIP 
 
Thanksgiving 

Sun 12 Apr  Second Sunday of 
Easter/Divine Mercy 
Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
9:30-9:55am 
10:00am* 

Peter Murray and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Dave and Anne Phillips Family Int.  

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm.  
Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen.  

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Make our hearts like unto thine. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Chris Holmes, Kay James, Anne-Marie Clarke, John O’Neill 

(Potten End), Grace O’Reilly, Hugh Deane, Uchenna 
Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William Campbell, Patricia Rice, Bill 

Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Krys Evans, 
Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine Foster,  

Norman Brand. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for all those affected by 

the conflict in the Middle East. 
 

Mass Intentions: 

19th Apr Hospice of St Francis Coffee for Care, after 10am Mass 

26th Apr Mary’s Meals Event, after 10am Mass 

30th Apr Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12pm Mass in Parish Hall 

9th May First Holy Communion Mass 11:00am 

16th May Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart Parish Hall 8:00 - 9:00am 

17th May Going Forth Mass 10:00am 

23rd May Sacrament of Confirmation Mass, Corpus Christi Tring, 2:00pm 

30th May Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

14th Jun Parish Patronal Feast & Volunteer Thanksgiving – 10am Mass 

27th Jun Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

18th Jul Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 
                

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


