
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Year A, 29th March 2026, Divine Office: Wk. 2 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Youth & Children’s Worker – Amandha Senanayake:  

berkhamstedycw@rcdow.org.uk   
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs):  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
 

 

Order of Mass: Page 5. Readings, Page 176. 1st Isa. 50:4-7. 
Ps 22(21):8-9. 17-18a. 19-20. 23-24. ℟. 2a. 

2nd Phi. 2:6-11. Gospel Matt. 27:11-54.  EP: III page 28 

 

 

 ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 

This week, the most holy in the life of the Catholic Church, brings us to the highest point of our Lenten 
pilgrimage in the past last six weeks. The scripture texts for the various liturgical celebrations this week 
will remind us of how the prophecies of old and the promise of salvation made by God to his people in 
time past converged and became fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ.  

In the Palm Sunday Gospel passage, the inspired crowds, many of whom had been following Jesus from 
when he began his ministry, listened to his teachings and witnessed his miraculous deeds, acclaim him 
the Son of David, the one who gives salvation – Hosanna; and who comes in the name of the Lord. 

On Maundy Thursday, we keep the feast of the Lord’s Supper to mark his celebration of the Jewish 
Passover feast with his Apostles. During this ritual remembrance of God’s great deliverance of his 
people from slavery in Egypt (Ex. 12:14), Jesus shows himself as the true Lamb foreshadowed in the 
sacrifice of the Passover lamb in Egypt. His Blood, and no longer that of animal, is to become the Blood 
of the New and Eternal Covenant for the forgiveness of the sins of all. Whenever they observe this feast 
in future, Jesus charges them; they are to do so in remembrance of him. Christ’s command that it be 
kept in memory of him, marks a shift from the sacrifice of old, which was incapable of taking away sins 
(Heb. 10:4) to the New Covenant sealed with the blood of Christ. Thus, at this very celebration with his 
Apostles, Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist, also known as the Mass; (1Cor. 11:23-26) and called them 
to serve their brothers and sisters, signified by his washing of their feet. (Jn. 13:2-20)  

The solemn celebration on Good Friday will focus on the passion, crucifixion and death of Jesus on the 
cross. It is the day when Jesus consummates in his body what he began at the Passover ritual feast with 
his Apostles. At this ritual feast, he ordained his Apostles priests, and gave them the power to make 
present for all time the sacrifice of himself on the cross on Calvary in a non-bloody manner. (Lk 22:19) 

The readings this Sunday tell the story of the Man at the centre of the long Passion reading; how God 
achieved our salvation by the supreme sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which culminated in his glorious 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. The readings take us on a pilgrimage into the mind and inner attitude 
of Jesus in his Passion and death. They paint for us a vivid picture of his patience in suffering and total 
obedience to his Father. They also invited us to immerse ourselves into the Christ-drama and respond 
daily with the selflessness, patience and total obedience of Christ to God’s will in our personal life. 

It will be well worth attending each one of these liturgical celebrations because of the graces they hold 
for us, and for a renewed and fresh appreciation of the core of our Catholic Christian beliefs and liturgy.  
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Collections – Good Friday – 3rd April in support of the maintenance of the Holy Places. 
Holy Thursday 2nd April to support the poor. Thank you for your generosity.  

Youth Mass – Thank you to everyone who made last Saturday’s Youth Mass and Social afterwards 
a great success. The next one is scheduled for the 25th April. 

Holy Rosary Devotion and Prayer – “After the Holy Eucharist, the Rosary is the shortest ladder to 
heaven…” St Carlo Acutis. Join us to pray the Rosary after the 8:30am Mass on Sundays. If you are 
unable to join us, we will pray for your intentions. Please be mindful of those who may want to sit 
quiet in prayer. Thanks.  

Journeying into the Wilderness within with Jesus. – Last session is on Monday 30th March, 7:30-
9pm. Join us as we continue to explore some practical ways of how to walk alongside Jesus for his 
healing and restoration. We will be following Wilderness Within by Sr. Josephine Garrett, CSFN, a 
captivating and popular speaker and a mental health counselor. It is also an opportunity to learn 
and be further enriched from other participants’ faith journey experience. 

Stations of the Cross – To pray and meditate on the sacrificial love and death of Christ for our sins, 
on Good Friday at 6:30pm (Children’s Stations of the Cross 11:00am) to obtain Plenary Indulgence - 
the total removal of temporal punishment due to forgiven sins. Requirements: detachment from 
sin - mortal and venial, going to Sacramental Confession within 20 days before or after, receive 
Holy Communion worthily in a state of grace, ideally on the same day and praying for Pope’s 
Intentions: One Our Father, Hail Mary & Glory be… 

Divine Mercy Sunday - Novena starts from Good Friday, 3rd April, to Saturday, 11th April. All 
around the world are encouraged to pray the novena for peace in our troubled world. On Divine 
Mercy Sunday 12th April from 2-3:30pm, there will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed they Divine Mercy Chaplet, and benediction to conclude. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) - Would you like to become a Roman Catholic, or 
be received into full communion with the Catholic Church, or receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation as an adult? Please email Fr Joseph – josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families – This week:  
The Blaney Family – Saturday 28/3 at 5:00pm 
The Preston Family - Sunday 29/3 at 10:00am 

 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
SERVICES 

PALM SUNDAY 29TH MARCH 
Blessing of Palms, Procession and 

Mass with the reading of the Passion 
Saturday 5pm; Sunday  

8:30am & 10am  
(gather under the canopy outside 
the Church, weather permitting) 

 
MONDAY 30TH MARCH 

10am – Mass 
 

TUESDAY 31ST MARCH 
12noon – Chrism Mass at 
Westminster Cathedral  

(NO MASS IN THE PARISH) 
 

WEDNESDAY 1ST APRIL 
NO MASS 

 

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 2ND ARPIL 

10am-11am Sacrament of Reconciliation  
(in the confessional opposite the Lady Chapel) 

8pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
followed by Watch of Prayer and Adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament 
GOOD FRIDAY 3RD APRIL 

11am – Meditations on Stations of the Cross with the children. 
12pm – 1pm Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(in the confessional opposite the Lady Chapel) 
3pm – The Solemn Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

(with the veneration of the Cross) 
6.30pm – Stations of the Cross 

HOLY SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 
10am -11am – Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(in the confessional opposite the Lady Chapel) 
8pm – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

EASTER SUNDAY 5TH APRIL  
8:30am & 10am -   Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
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Offertory Collections – 22/03/2026 
Weekly Loose Plate - £173.93 
Weekly Contactless - £94.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Easter Flowers – Donations are welcome. Please use the basket at the back of the church, the 
contactless machine or the QR code around the church. THANK YOU. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. 
Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as 
your reference. 

Hospice of St Francis Coffee for Care - Coffee and refreshments after the 10.00 Mass on Sunday 
19th April will be in aid of the Hospice of St Francis.  We are one of 100 people/organisations taking 
part and holding an event in April.  Please join us after Mass to support the Hospice.  There will be 
a cake sale.  If you are happy to make and donate a cake you would be most welcome. Please 
contact Jenny Holden on 07989-275603. 

Sacred Heart Youth Groups – On Monday 13th Apr, Monday 18th May, Friday 5th Jun. 5:30-7pm for 
teens 12-17 years old, for a time of fun, conversations, food and prayer.  
Monday 20th Apr, Friday 22nd May 26th June. 4-5pm for children 5-11 years old for a mix of Faith & 
Fun. Come and learn more about Jesus through arts and crafts, action songs and more. In the 
Parish Hall with Amandha, the Parish Youth and Children’s Worker. 

Seniors' Light Lunch – Thank you to all who made this event possible last Thursday, the next lunch 
is scheduled for the 23rd April. A sign-up sheet will be placed at the back of the Church nearer the 
time. 

New Baby & Toddler Group – Starting on Monday 13th April! On Mondays, 9:00–10:30am in the 
parish centre, on a drop-in basis. For relaxing and welcoming space where babies and toddlers can 
play while parents, grandparents and carers enjoy tea, coffee and a friendly chat and to connect 
with one another. Please spread the word! Donations of unwanted toys, in good condition and 
suitable for babies and toddlers, to help get the group started, would be much appreciated and 
please speak to Laura in the office, if you have anything to pass on. 

HUGE Congratulations to our March STM Club 100 Winners! 
1st Place -  Sorcha Kerrigan  £100 
2nd Place -  Clare Trowbridge  £50 
3rd Place - Ann Harte £25 
Want to be in with a chance of winning? Email stm100club@gmail.com 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Sheila Sumner, Doreen Smyth, Michael Di Napoli, 
Alice Gancke, Margaret Jarrett, Malcolm Hill, Judith Poupart, Michael Holmes, Jeanne Bolton, 
Maxine Burdon, Dave & Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie 
Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Caroline Butler, Ron 
Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

February 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £5,833.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,200.50 
Total: £7,033.50 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 
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Sun 29 Mar  Palm Sunday of the 

Passion of the Lord 
Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
 
9:30-9:55am 
10:00am* 

Frantisek Krestan and Anna Krestanova and All 
Holy Souls RIP. 
 
The People of the Parish. 

Mon 30 Mar Monday of Holy Week 10:00am Stefania Piergallini and All Holy Souls RIP. 

Tue 31 Mar Tuesday of Holy Week  10:00am 
12:00pm 

NO MASS IN PARISH 
Chrism Mass at Westminster Cathedral 

Thu 2 Apr Thursday of Holy Week 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8:00pm Charles and Elisha Odera and All Holy Souls RIP. 

Fri 3 Apr The Solemn Celebration of 
the Passion of the Lord 
Day of Fast and Abstinence  

 
 

See Above 

Sat 4 Apr  The Easter Vigil in the 
Holy Night. 

8:00pm David Holden and All Holy Souls RIP. 

Sun 5 Apr  Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection 
Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
 
9:30-9:55am 
10:00am* 

Helen Rupich RIP. 
 
 
Anne-Marie Clarke RIP. 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm.  
Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen.  

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Make our hearts like unto thine. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Chris Holmes, Kay James, Anne-Marie Clarke, John O’Neill 

(Potten End), Grace O’Reilly, Hugh Deane, Uchenna 
Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William Campbell, Patricia Rice, Bill 

Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Krys Evans, 
Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine Foster,  

Norman Brand. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for all those affected by 

the conflict in the Middle East. 
 

Mass Intentions: 

19th Apr Hospice of St Francis Coffee for Care, after 10am Mass 

26th Apr Mary’s Meals Event, after 10am Mass 

9th May First Holy Communion Mass 11:00am 

10th May Sunday Lunch 12pm 

16th May Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart Parish Hall 8:00 - 9:00am 

17th May Going Forth Mass 10:00am 

23rd May Sacrament of Confirmation Mass, Corpus Christi Tring, 2:00pm 

30th May Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

14th Jun Parish Patronal Feast & Volunteer Thanksgiving – 10am Mass 

27th Jun Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

18th Jul Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 
                

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


