¥ Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year A, 3™ May 2026, Divine Office: Wk. 1

‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Last Sunday — Good Shepherd Sunday — the readings pointed to the selfless love and care Jesus has
for us, his flock, and he is, the Door through which we enter to find security and peace in this and
the life after. The ministry of Christ, the Good Shepherd continues through his disciples, and us
today in accordance to each one’s calling, having thus been empowered by the same Lord.

The First Reading touches on the increase, both in number and diversity of early Christian
community that started so well. Cracks, however, are beginning to emerge owing to the neglect of
the Hellenist widows in the distribution of food. That the preaching of the word of God may not be
relegated, but continue to take its pride of place, the Twelve (Apostles) ordain seven men of Greek
origin as deacons and commission them to attend to this new, but practical need.

The Twelve’s thoughtful and practical solution to the emerging crack in the community is evidence
of the wisdom and healing power of the risen Lord at work in the Church then and now. In the
Second Reading, St Peter, Head of the Twelve, describes him as the Keystone of this new family of
God. Thus, by the merits of Christ’s life, death and resurrection, all believers have become “a
chosenrace, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people set apart to proclaim God’s glory and mighty
works.”

The successes of the ministries of the Twelve, the early Christian communities and those after them
are so because they stayed faithful to the example of the life and teachings of Christ. “l am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me...” Gospel. Suffice it
to say, that to reach a place of peace and find fulfilment in this and afterlife, we have only one path
we have to follow, Jesus Christ.

The neglect of the widows in the distribution of food in the First Reading, reminds one of the
inequalities and discrimination that many still suffer today for various reasons. It reminds us also
of the obstacles to accessing opportunities that the less fortunate experience which do not help
them to grow their potentials and excel in life.

May all in whatever decision-making positions they are in, know that it is a call to serve the common
good and for progression of all peoples. And like the disciples, may they follow Christ, the way, the
truth and the life.
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First Holy Communion Mass — Next Saturday 9" May at 11:00am, please keep the children and
families in your prayers and all are welcome to attend to support the children. There will be no
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament to allow for set-up and preparation for the Mass.

Parish Patronal Feast & Volunteer Thanksgiving — On Sunday 14th June at the 10:00am Mass. Please
save the date and let us celebrate our Patronal Feast, with the Votive Mass of the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus. Also a Mass of thanksgiving for all volunteers in our parish. After Mass, everyone is warmly
invited to the parish hall for light refreshments.

Parish Youth Ministry — Unfortunately, Amandha, the Parish Youth and Children’s Worker has
decided to step down from the role and her last day was on 13" April. We thank her for the effort she
put in during this short stint on the role and wish her well for the future.

As a result, all previously advertised youth and children’s sessions dates are put on hold, while we
look for a replacement to hire for the role.

Priest Training Fund — We raise £501.25. Thank you to all who gave to support this fund last
weekend. If you haven’t and would like to, there is an on-going opportunity to do so, as this is a
crucial fund which support men who are discerning and preparing for the priesthood. Please keep our
seminarians and those considering this calling in your prayers. Thank you for your generosity.

Month of Prayer for Priestly Vocations - During the month of May we pray the Holy Rosary and
observe for Vocations to the Priesthood. We will also observe the Holy Hour and Adoration to the
Blessed Sacrament for these intentions on Saturdays. Week One Intention — Pray for men to be open
to God’s call to priesthood. Please join us after the 8:30am Mass on Sundays. Please be mindful of
those who may want to sit quiet in prayer. This Sunday we will crown the statue of Mary at the Shrine
after the 10am Mass weather permitting. Please join us, thank you.

Missio Red Boxes - Through the Red Boxes, Sacred Heart Berkhamsted raised a total of £1,368.00 - a
splendid effort. Missio’s letter of appreciation is displayed at the church entrance. Both Missio and |
recognise that small change is becoming less common in an increasingly cashless society. Over the
remaining weeks of April, | will be attending each Sunday Mass to speak briefly, distribute magazines
highlighting the work your contributions support, and provide information about donating by bank
standing order for those who prefer this method. A supply of Red Boxes is also available for anyone
who prefers this. The diocesan total reached £180,000, while the overall total for England and Wales
exceeded £2 million. With grateful thanks, Charles Gray.

Sunday Lunch — Join us on the 10t May from 12:00pm for a scrumptious Sunday lunch.
Everyone is welcome! Adults £10.00, Children £5.00 (Under 10’s eat free) Please sign up using the
sign up sheet at the back of the church or email Laura by Thursday 7" at 12:00pm.

Youth Mass — Thank you to everyone who made last Saturday’s Youth Mass and Social afterwards a
great success. The next one is scheduled for the 30" May.

Seniors' Light Lunch — Thank you to all who made this event possible on Thursday, the next lunch is
scheduled for the 28t May, a sign-up sheet will be placed at the back of the Church nearer the time.

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast — Sacred Heart parish hall on Saturday 16" May from 8am to
9am. Set up will be around 7:45am, breakfast at 8:00am followed by prayers. Please join us, it is good
to share food and pray together for the town and surrounding villages. For further information, please
contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562.

Mass Cards — A lovely selection of cards are available from the parish office at a cost of £1 per card.
These cards can be offered for various intentions, including the repose of the soul of a loved one,
special occasions, or personal prayers. Please feel free to visit the office during opening hours to
obtain a card or to find out more.

Presentation of the Offertory by the First Holy Communion Families — This week:
The Mounsey Family - Saturday 4/5 at 5:00pm.
The McGovern Family — Sunday 3/5 at 10:00am.




Offertory Collections — 26/04/2026 March 2026 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate — £147.51 Standing Orders: £6,722.00
Weekly Contactless - £193.00 Loose Plate/Contactless: £1,085.41
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £7,807.41

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank
details below.
WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile
Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Mass Intentions — Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00.
Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as
your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one-week sponsorship for intentions is £5.
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

New Baby & Toddler Group — Now Running! Join us every Monday (Not running 4" May) from
9:00-10:30am in the Parish Hall at Sacred Heart Church, Park Street, HP4 1HX. This is a drop-in
session offering a relaxed and welcoming space where babies and toddlers can play, while parents,
grandparents, and carers enjoy tea, coffee, friendly conversation, and the chance to connect with
others. Please help spread the word!

Hospice of St Francis Coffee for Care - A hug thank you to all of you who baked cakes, bought
cakes, and ate cakes last Sunday! We raised the massive sum of over £400 for the Hospice.

Mary’s Meals Volunteers Needed — Caroline and Anne will be fundraising outside Tesco’s for
Mary’s Meals on Saturday 23" May. They are always seeking volunteers, so if you would like to
donate your time to help, they are looking for support in the following areas:

1) Help with set up from 8:00am. 2) Help with organising and valuing items. 3) Donations of any
saleable items. 4) Help manning the stall. 5) Clear and dismantle stall at the end of the day.

If you are able to help with any of the above roles, please call either Anne 07773 900 983 or
Caroline 07904 477 813.

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet — Sunday 12th July from 12pm. This is a great opportunity to have
a catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Join us for an amazing family
afternoon of great food, football and a bouncy castle! A bar will be available serving drinks (card
payment only). Adults (18+) £10.00, Children (5-17) £5.00, under 5’s free. Ticket sales close
Monday 6'" July at Noon. To book your tickets, email Laura advising the number of adults and
children (Please specify the ages of all under 18). Payment via the Parish bank account using
reference ‘Surname BBQ' or in person in the parish office during working hours. We are seeking
volunteers for before, during and after the event. Please contact Laura in the office to register as
a volunteer.

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound — Nigel, Cameron, Sheila Sumner, Doreen Smyth,
Michael Di Napoli, Alice Gancke, Margaret Jarrett, Malcolm Hill, Judith Poupart, Michael Holmes,
Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon, Dave & Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David
Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke,
Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor and Christopher
Chapman.




Mass Intentions:

(. 2
Sun 3 May X Fifth Sunday of Easter 8:30am Edward and Patricia Caddle and All Holy Souls
Holy Rosary Prayer 9:30-9:55am RIP
By the Lady Chapel
10:00am* Anne-Marie Clarke, RIP
Mon 4 May  The English Martyrs 10:00am The People of the Parish
Tue 5 May Easter Feria 10:00am Joe Lee and All Holy Souls RIP
Thu 7 May Easter Feria 12:00pm Florence Rynn and All Holy Souls RIP
Fri 8 May Easter Feria 10:00am Patricia Handscombe Int.
Sat 9 May Easter Feria 11:00am First Holy Communion Mass
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Thanksgiving
Sun 10 May % Sixth Sunday of Easter 8:30am The deceased members of the Stenson Family
Holy Rosary Prayer 9:30-9:55am  and All Holy Souls RIP
By the Lady Chapel

10:00am* Stephen McDonagh RIP

 Holy Day of Obligation
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.

Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph

* Livestream Mass

\Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: ’
/9”‘ May First Holy Communion Mass 11:00am 8
10t May Sunday Lunch 12pm
16" May Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart Parish Hall 8:00 - 9:00am
17" May Going Forth Mass 10:00am
23 May Sacrament of Confirmation Mass, Corpus Christi Tring, 2:00pm
23 May Mary’s Meals, Charity Stall, outside Tesco
k28th May Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12pm Mass in Parish Hall )
Anima Christi
4 N

Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Make our hearts like unto thine.

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Jean Giffen, Roseleen Rice, Michael Roberts, Giovannina
Mistretta, Chris Holmes, Kay James, Anne-Marie Clarke,
John O’Neill (Potten End), Grace O’Reilly, Hugh Deane,

Uchenna Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William Campbell, Patricia
Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie Morahan, Krys

Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, Catherine Foster.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for
Peace in the Middle East.




