
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Sixth Sunday of Easter - Year A, 10th May 2026, Divine Office: Wk. 2 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs):  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
 

 

Order of Mass: Page 5. Readings, Page 268. 1st Act. 8:5-8, 14-17. 
Ps 65:1-7, 16, 20. ℟. v 1. 

2nd Pet. 3:15-18. Gospel John. 14:15-21.  EP: III page 18 

 

 

 “I will not leave you as orphans for I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper…” 

The account of the growth of the Church continues in this Sunday’s First Reading. It has now grown 

beyond Jerusalem in the south into Samaria, in the north. The works of the Apostles continue to 

receive the Lord’s approval, accomplishing through Philip, healing and acceptance of the Good 

News among the Samaritans. To strengthen them further in the new life they entered through 

Baptism, the Lord grants the Samaritans the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as the Apostles, Peter and John 

lay hands on them. In the same way, some of our young parishioners, who have been preparing for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, will be given the fullness of the Holy Spirit, when the Bishop lays 

hands on them in a couple of weeks’ time.  

This growth and the transformation it brings in the lives of all who welcome the Good News into 

their lives, bears witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. The risen Lord continues to unleash 

this power among us and in the world through his living word and sacraments. All are therefore 

invited to “Come and see the works of God: his wondrous deeds among the children of Adam,” 

(Psalm) by embracing the Good News wholeheartedly as the Samaritans did. 

The Second Reading answers a question: “How should we Christians explain and witness to our 

way of life? By deepening ourselves in the knowledge of Christ and boldly identifying with him daily 

and everywhere. Being a countercultural life, there is a possibility that we, as Christians would face 

suffering or persecution for doing what is ‘right’ as Jesus did. The Christian life therefore, requires 

resilience of character, perseverance and gentleness of spirit.  

Genuine love for Christ and desire for the afterlife in the Kingdom of Heaven is expressed in deeds. 

Jesus makes it explicit in the Gospel that to love him is to keep faithfully his commandments and 

to imitate his life of holiness. In this passage – the Farewell Discourse, he prepares his disciples for 

his imminent departure. Thus, he demonstrates his divine knowledge of the challenges that will 

come their way. Nevertheless, they should not despair because God will send them the Advocate - 

Holy Spirit – who will be beside them, to accompany, console, strengthen, protect and defend 

them. The same applies to us, who too are his disciples.   

Therefore let us pray for increased and steadfast faith in Christ as we journey through life, in joyous 

and challenging times. We pray also that our young people who will receive the Sacraments of Holy 

Eucharist and Confirmation in the coming days may grow in hunger for Christ and be strengthened 

to serve him in the Church and the world.  
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https://universitychaplaincy-my.sharepoint.com/personal/berkhamsted_rcdow_org_uk/Documents/Documents/Newsletter/berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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First Holy Communion Mass – Saturday 9th May at 11:00am, please keep the children and families in 
your prayers and all are welcome to attend to pray for the children. There will be no Exposition and 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament to allow for set-up and preparation for the Mass. 

Parish Patronal Feast & Volunteer Thanksgiving – On Sunday 14th June at the 10:00am Mass. Please 
save the date and let us celebrate our Patronal Feast, with the Votive Mass of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Also a Mass of thanksgiving for all volunteers in our parish. After Mass, everyone is warmly 
invited to the parish hall for light refreshments. 

Month of Prayer for Priestly Vocations - During the month of May we pray the Holy Rosary and 
observe for Vocations to the Priesthood.  We will also observe the Holy Hour and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament for these intentions on Saturdays. Week Two Intention – Pray for those currently 
discerning the priesthood. Please join us after the 8:30am Mass on Sundays. Please be mindful of 
those who may want to sit quiet in prayer.  

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella On Friday 15 May at 7pm, St Alban and St Stephen (14 
Beaconsfield Road, St Albans, AL1 3RB) will be hosting the relics of St Gerard Majella on their tour 
around England and Wales to celebrate the saint's 300th anniversary. St Gerard was a Redemptorist 
lay-brother from the South of Italy, born in 1726. He died at only 29, but was known as a great 
wonder-worker even during his lifetime. He's popularly invoked as a patron of mothers, particularly 
expectant mothers, couples trying to conceive, and those looking for work. Come along to pray in 
front of his relics, participate in Mass, and receive a blessing with his relics. 

Missio Red Boxes - Through the Red Boxes, Sacred Heart Berkhamsted raised a total of £1,368.00 - a 
splendid effort. Missio’s letter of appreciation is displayed at the church entrance. Both Missio and I 
recognise that small change is becoming less common in an increasingly cashless society. Over the 
remaining weeks of April, I will be attending each Sunday Mass to speak briefly, distribute magazines 
highlighting the work your contributions support, and provide information about donating by bank 
standing order for those who prefer this method. A supply of Red Boxes is also available for anyone 
who prefers this. The diocesan total reached £180,000, while the overall total for England and Wales 
exceeded £2 million. With grateful thanks, Charles Gray. 

New Baby & Toddler Group – Now Running! Join us every Monday from 9:00–10:30am in the Parish 
Hall at Sacred Heart Church, Park Street, HP4 1HX. This is a drop-in session offering a relaxed and 
welcoming space where babies and toddlers can play, while parents, grandparents, and carers enjoy 
tea, coffee, friendly conversation, and the chance to connect with others. Please help spread the 
word! 

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast – Sacred Heart parish hall on Saturday 16th May from 8am to 
9am. Set up will be around 7:45am, breakfast at 8:00am followed by prayers. Please join us, it is good 
to share food and pray together for the town and surrounding villages. For further information, 
please contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562. 

Berkhamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic – Sunday 24th May from 12:30pm at Berkhamsted 
Castle Grounds. Please come along to celebrate with our Christian sisters and brothers in the town.  

Mass Cards – A lovely selection of cards are available from the parish office at a cost of £1 per card. 
These cards can be offered for various intentions, including the repose of the soul of a loved one, 
special occasions, or personal prayers. Please feel free to visit the office during opening hours to 
obtain a card or to find out more. 

St Thomas More PTA Race Night – Place Your Bets! Race Night returns on Friday 15th May (adults 
only) at St Thomas More School Hall. Following last year’s success, this exciting event brings the thrill 
of the Grand National to you. Tickets are £10 and include ownership of a horse for the evening (with 
a chance to win your ticket price back), plus a free drink and nibbles on arrival. Book here 
Bets start from £1 per race (cash only, 6 races). Doors open at 7:15pm for a 7:30pm start. A bar will 
be available, and it’s a great chance to socialise. We look forward to seeing you there for a fun 
evening. 
 
 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/stmsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=116032


    
 
  

Offertory Collections – 03/05/2026 
Weekly Loose Plate – £204.75 
Weekly Contactless - £94.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a 
Gift-aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Mass Intentions – Please call, email or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, or 
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. 
Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the mass as 
your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one-week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Prayer Request Book – At the back of the church for anyone to write their prayer requests. Your 
prayer requests will be offered alongside the offertory on the altar during Masses on Sunday. 

Mary’s Meals Volunteers Needed – Caroline and Anne will be fundraising outside Tesco’s for 
Mary’s Meals on Saturday 23rd May. They are always seeking volunteers, so if you would like to 
donate your time to help, they are looking for support in the following areas: 
1) Help with set up from 8:00am. 2) Help with organising and valuing items. 3) Donations of any 
saleable items. 4) Help manning the stall. 5) Clear and dismantle stall at the end of the day. 
If you are able to help with any of the above roles, please call either Anne 07773 900 983 or 
Caroline 07904 477 813.   

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – Sunday 12th July from 12pm. This is a great opportunity to have 
a catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Join us for an amazing family 
afternoon of great food, football and a bouncy castle! A bar will be available serving drinks (card 
payment only). Adults (18+) £10.00, Children (5-17) £5.00, under 5’s free. Ticket sales close 
Monday 6th July at Noon. To book your tickets, email Laura – berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk -
advising the number of adults and children (Please specify the ages of all under 18). Payment via 
the parish bank account using reference ‘Surname BBQ’ or in person in the parish office during 
working hours. We are seeking volunteers for before, during and after the event. Please contact 
Laura in the office to register as a volunteer. 

STM 100 Club - HUGE Congratulations to our April Winners! 
1st Place - Anne Harte £100 
2nd Place - Rachel Cole £50 
3rd Place - Angela Fitzgerald £25 
Want to be in with a chance of winning? Email stm100club@gmail.com 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Nigel, Cameron, Sheila Sumner, Doreen Smyth, 
Michael Di Napoli, Alice Gancke, Margaret Jarrett, Malcolm Hill, Judith Poupart, Michael Holmes, 
Jeanne Bolton, Maxine Burdon, Dave & Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David 
Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Bill Readman, Patricia Whelan, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, 
Caroline Butler, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor and Christopher 
Chapman. 
 

 

April 2026 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £6,471.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £904.08 
Total: £7,375.08 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

mailto:berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:stm100club@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

 
Sun 10 May  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
9:30-9:55am 
 
10:00am* 

The deceased members of the Stenson Family 
and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Stephen McDonagh RIP 

Mon 11 May Easter Feria 10:00am The People of the Parish 

Tue 12 May Easter Feria 10:00am Laurie Symonds Int. 

Thu 14 May  The Ascension of the 
Lord (Holy Day of Obligation) 

12:00pm 
2:30pm 

Ted, Bridgie and William Nolan and All Holy Souls RIP  
Mass at St Thomas Primary School 

Fri 15 May Easter Feria  10:00am Seamus Graham RIP 

Sat 16 May Easter Feria 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Hannah and Jerry Twomey and All Holy Souls 
RIP 
The Deceased members of the Millar Family and 
friends and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 17 May  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Holy Rosary Prayer 
By the Lady Chapel 

8:30am 
9:30-9:55am 
 
10:00am* 

The Deceased members of the De Souza Family 
and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Pat McNicholas RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm.  
Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen.  

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Make our hearts like unto thine. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Justina Nnadi, Jean Giffen, Roseleen Rice, Michael Roberts, 

Giovannina Mistretta, Chris Holmes, Kay James, Anne-
Marie Clarke, John O’Neill (Potten End), Grace O’Reilly, 

Hugh Deane, Uchenna Nwagwu, Mike Wall, William 
Campbell, Patricia Rice, Bill Goldney, Sue McQuinn, Bridie 

Morahan, Krys Evans, Michael Kennedy, Keith Gay, 
Catherine Foster. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for  

Peace in the Middle East. 
 

Mass Intentions: 

9th May First Holy Communion Mass 11:00am 

10th May Sunday Lunch 12pm 

16th May Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart Parish Hall 8:00 - 9:00am 

17th May Going Forth Mass 10:00am 

23rd May Sacrament of Confirmation Mass, Corpus Christi Tring, 2:00pm 

23rd May Mary’s Meals, Charity Stall, outside Tesco 

28th May Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12pm Mass in Parish Hall 

30th May Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

14th Jun Parish Patronal Feast & Volunteer Thanksgiving – 10am Mass 

27th Jun Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 

12th Jul Sacred Heart Summer BBQ - 12pm 

18th Jul Youth Mass 5:00pm followed by Social 
                

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


