
     

Sunday 6th December–2nd Sunday of Advent 

St Joseph and the English Martyrs: 

             9am     Mass – Sr Brid O’ Dwyer RIP    

 11am Mass –   William Frost RIP 

 6pm Mass -   Maria & Chris Sze Intention 

Most Holy Redeemer (Sayesbury Road, Sawbridgeworth): 

 9.00am Mass  

Holy Cross (at St Andrew’s, Church Lane, Much Hadham):  

 11.15am Mass 

St Joseph and the English Martyrs: 

Monday 7th December – St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor 

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

         9.30am Mass -  Patrick & Joan Lewis RIP 

        11.30am Funeral Service – Frances May Flanagan RIP 

Tuesday 8th December –The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary        

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 9.30am Mass – Bernard Haynes RIP 

Wednesday 9th December – St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 9.30am Mass – Angela Danisi RIP 

Thursday 10th December - Advent feria 

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

         9.30am   Mass – People of the Parish 

Friday 11th December – St Damasus I, Pope       

         9.15am  Morning Prayer 

         9.30am   Mass – Those who are Homeless 

           

Saturday 12th December- Our Lady of Guadalupe 

5.15-5.45pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   

& Sacrament of Reconciliation 

6pm  Mass – Maud, Susan, James & Teresa Dunleavy RIP 

Mass requests: Please fill in the envelope provided, the date & time 

you would like the Mass with a contact number/ E-mail address 

and hand in to the Sacristy, Parish Office or 3 Windhill. Thank you 

 
Parish Administrator – Debbie Jackson 

Parish Office: 01279 654063 

Parish Centre Bookings: 
bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk 

Child Protection: Childline 0800 11 11 

SVP (St Joseph’s): 0750 409 9571 

 

Collections 28/29th November 2015 

St Josephs and the English Martyrs 

Collection: £1324.93 Standing Orders: £1278  

Holy Cross 

Collection: £118.11 Standing Orders: £220 

Most Holy Redeemer 

Collection: £160.50 Standing Orders: £82 
 

FOODBANK COLLECTIONS: St Joseph’s are collecting for 
the foodbank again in December. Basic tinned, dried, 
packet foodstuffs may be left in the cupboard below the 
newspaper shelf at the back of the church. Check that 
everything is well in date! Special need for: long life 
milk/juice, sugar (500g), squash, drinking chocolate, sponge 
pudding, solid meat, chocolate bars. Sweets/chocs/biscuits 
also welcome. Most Holy Redeemer and Holy Cross also 
have food banks, which run all year, donations can be 
placed in the green boxes in the porch any time. 

 

   Year of Mercy      

 
The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy begins with Pope 

Francis opening the Holy Door in the Vatican on  
8 December.   

The Cardinal will open the Holy Door in Westminster 
Cathedral in the context of Vespers and Benediction at 
3.30 pm on Sunday, 13 December. You are very welcome 
to attend. Those making a brief pilgrimage during the Year 
to the Cathedral Holy Door or the others through the 
Diocese may gain the Jubilee Indulgence for themselves or 
the Holy Souls. Our closest Holy Door is at Waltham Cross 
Parish 

Come along to the Parish Centre on the 
evening of Tuesday 15th December at 7.30pm 
to hear Fr Ivano Millico speak about the Door 
of Mercy in the words and life of Pope Francis.  
This will be a very good introduction for all of 
us to the year ahead.  There will be a number 
of events during the year both in our Parish 
and in our Diocese. 
More information about events during the year, Holy 
Doors and the Indulgence is available on the Diocesan 
Website http://rcdow.org.uk/year-of-mercy/  
May this Holy Year be for all, as Pope Francis wishes, 'a 
true moment of encounter with the mercy of God.'     

'For ourselves and all God's children - may 
the Jubilee of Mercy be a year of grace from 

the Lord.  Lord, hear us .. 
 

   
The Passage is a Christian Charity working with homeless 
people in Central London around Westminster Cathedral, 
Victoria Station & Parliament Square. Please support the 
work of The Passage. By donating through 
http://new.thebiggive.org.uk/project/The_Passage_2015 

 

RCIA 2015/16 
Interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith? Would you like 
to join the Catholic Church? Is there someone you know who would be 
interested in becoming a Catholic, perhaps your husband or wife; 
girlfriend or boyfriend or neighbour? Have you missed out on some of 
the Sacraments? If the answer is “YES” to any of these questions 

COME and JOIN the Journey of Faith at St Joseph’s, Bishop’s 

Stortford. Our next meeting will be at the Parish Centre (WCC) on 
Monday 14th December 2015 at 8pm. Therefore if you are interested 
contact ASA P Fr Fortunato at bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk or call 
01279 654063.  

     
Thank you to everyone who came and supported ‘Jingle all the 
way!’ We hope that you had an enjoyable evening and a little 

time to pause and think about the true meaning of Christmas. 
   

Rehearsals for the Holy Cross/St Andrew’s Joint carol service on Sunday 
20 December take place at 10 am on Saturday mornings in St. Andrew’s. 
Also, an Ecumenical Advent course will take place on December 7 & 14 in 
the staff room at St. Andrew's school at 8 pm. 

   
Giving Tree for St Joseph's Please remember to return gifts by Sunday 
13th December. All the children's gift tags have already been taken 
but if you would like to buy a gift for a mum in need, a toiletry set is 
always appreciated. Many thanks.  

   
Holy Trinity Church would like any spare pillow cases, sheets, duvet 
covers, toothpaste/ brushes, flannels & soap for the Night Shelter. 
Please give any donations in to the Parish Office marked ‘Winter Night 
Shelter’ Thank you 

   
Open House for Refugees / Asylum Seekers,  Edith will be holding an 
open house on Jan. 6 '16 at 9, Salisbury Close, B/S to raise money for 
refugees.  There will be a bring and buy stall and raffle.  You are 
invited to drop in at any time between 10 a.m. and 4p.m. for 
tea/coffee, cakes.... and everyone will be very welcome.  

   
Advent Reflections at the Niland Centre- My spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour—Tuesday 8 December—annual Advent reflection with Sister 
Regina McGarry OP & Sister Anne Walsh OP 10am ending with Mass for 
the Immaculate Conception at 3 pm (suggested donation £12).Coffee/tea 
provided; please bring packed lunch. Rosary Priory 93 Elstree Road 
Bushey Heath WD23 4EE. Registrations welcomed 020 8950 4000 / 
www.nilandconferencecentre.co.uk 

Certificate of Catholic Practice 
All applicants to Catholic Schools from now on are invited to obtain a 
"Certificate of Catholic Practice" from their Parish Priest.  To enable 
Fr Peter to provide this Certificate parents will need to collect an 
"Information for Certificate of Practice" form from him.  According 
to the information you supply on this form, Fr Peter will or will not 
be able to issue you with a Certificate.  The Bishops have made it 
clear, in agreement with the Government, that "weekly attendance" is 
necessary to qualify as a "practicing Catholic family". There is room 
on the "Information form" for anything to be noted to assist Fr Peter 
to make a judgement to enable him to issue a “Certificate”. 

   
OUR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES - All our Confirmation candidates 
from the three Churches of our Parish have now received details of their 
course.  The first meeting is on Saturday December 12th. The 
Confirmation will be celebrated on Thursday evening 28th April.  We ask 
all parishioners across our Parish to especially pray for our candidates 
during their preparation.  

   
WEEKDAY MASS CONSULTATION If you would like to contribute 
to this consultation launched last week, please take one of the 
forms that are available after Mass at whichever Church you 
attend.  When you bring it back, please hand it to the priest so 
that he can put it with all the others.  The consultation will close 
on Christmas Day!  Thank you. 

   
A NEW ORGAN AT ST JOSEPH’S 
During the week a new Viscount electronic organ was installed at St 
Joseph’s.  The previous organ was installed around 1984 and was very 
worn and not performing well at all.  The new 3 manual and pedal organ 
has been presented to the Parish by Fr Peter and his brother Brian in 
memory of their mother, Nancy Marian Manning, who died earlier this 
year. 

   
A HUGE  THANK YOU  from the Autumn Fair Committee to all those that 
helped, supported, attended and took part in the Autumn Flower and 

Music festival making it such a successful event. Each charity - Age 
Concern B/S, YMCA and St Elizabeth's School all received a cheque for 
£628.00. 

   
FIRST RECONCILIATION- for those being prepared takes 
place in St Joseph’s on the afternoon of Thursday December 
10th. 
 

Baptism: Forms and information are available 

from the Parish Office.  

Marriage: enquiries call the Parish Office or email  

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion- Holy 

Cross & Most Holy Redeemer application forms 

are in the Sacristy  

Confirmation:  now closed for 2016 
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