
     

Sunday 13th December–3rd Sunday of Advent 

St Joseph and the English Martyrs: 

             9am     Mass –Andrew Moloney & Joseph Stehl RIP    

 11am Mass –   James Strang RIP 

 6pm Mass -   Victor & Therese El Dahdah RIP 

Most Holy Redeemer (Sayesbury Road, Sawbridgeworth): 

 9.00am Mass  

Holy Cross (at St Andrew’s, Church Lane, Much Hadham):  

 11.15am Mass 

St Joseph and the English Martyrs: 

Monday 14th December– St John of the Cross, Priest & 

Doctor 

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

         9.30am Mass - Jack Basey & Geoffrey Bramall RIP 

        11.00am Funeral Service – Mary Kate O’ Sullivan RIP 

Tuesday 15th December –Advent feria  

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 9.30am Mass – Appa Arulanandam RIP 

Wednesday 16th December – Advent feria  

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 9.30am Mass – Rita & Breda Treanor Intention 

Thursday 17th December - Advent feria 

 9.15am Morning Prayer 

         9.30am   Mass – John & Kathleen Treanor Intention 

Friday 18th December – Advent feria       

         9.15am  Morning Prayer 

         9.30am   Mass – Joan Kelly & Family Intention 

           

Saturday 19th December- Advent feria 

5.15-5.45pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   

& Sacrament of Reconciliation 

6pm  Mass – Kathleen Murphy RIP 

Mass requests: Please fill in the envelope provided, the date & time 

you would like the Mass with a contact number/ E-mail address 

and hand in to the Sacristy, Parish Office or 3 Windhill. Thank you 

 Parish Administrator – Debbie Jackson 

Parish Office: 01279 654063 

Parish Centre Bookings: 
bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk 

Child Protection: Keith Irvine 
safeguardstjoes@virginmedia.com 

SVP (St Joseph’s): 0750 409 9571 

 

Collections 5/6 December 2015 

St Josephs and the English Martyrs 

Collection: £1541.97 Standing Orders: £1278  

Holy Cross 

Collection: £ 106.95 Standing Orders: £220 

Most Holy Redeemer 

Collection: £ 176.11 Standing Orders: £82 
 

 
Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy; hail, our life, 
our sweetness, and our hope!  To you do we cry, 
poor banished children of Eve; to you do we send 
up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale 

of tears.  Turn then, most gracious advocate, your 
eyes of mercy towards us; and after this our exile, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

 

   

 
 

The Cardinal will open the Holy Door in Westminster 
Cathedral in the context of Vespers and Benediction at 
3.30 pm on Sunday, 13 December. You are very welcome 
to attend. Those making a brief pilgrimage during the Year 
to the Cathedral Holy Door or the others through the 
Diocese may gain the Jubilee Indulgence for themselves or 
the Holy Souls. Our closest Holy Door is at Waltham Cross 
Parish which will be opened at 3.30pm this Sunday 
 

Come along to the Parish Centre on the 
evening of Tuesday 15th December at 
7.30pm to hear Fr Ivano Millico speak 
about the Door of Mercy in the words and 
life of Pope Francis.  This will be a very 
good introduction for all of us to the year 
ahead.  There will be a number of other events 
during the year, both in our Parish and in our 
Diocese. 
 

More information about events during the year, Holy 
Doors and the Indulgence is available on the Diocesan 
Website http://rcdow.org.uk/year-of-mercy/  
May this Holy Year be for all, as Pope Francis wishes, 'a 
true moment of encounter with the mercy of God.'      
 

'For ourselves and all God's children - may 
the Jubilee of Mercy be a year of grace from 

the Lord.  Lord, hear us .. 
 

   
 

PLEASE TAKE A YEAR OF MERCY PRAYER 
CARD FROM THE BACK OF THE CHURCH 

RCIA 2015/16  - “Journey in Faith” 
Our next meeting will be at the Parish Centre (WCC) on Monday 
14th December 2015 at 8pm. Therefore if you are interested 
contact ASAP Fr Fortunato at bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk or 
call 01279 654063.  
 

     
Thank you to everyone who very generously gave clothing, 
bedding and their valuable time for the ‘Goods for Goods’ 
collection and also for the Night shelter.  

   
Open House for Refugees / Asylum Seekers, Edith will be 
holding an open house on Jan. 6 '16 at 9, Salisbury Close, B/S to 
raise money for refugees.  There will be a bring and buy stall and 
raffle.  You are invited to drop in at any time between 10 a.m. and 
4p.m. for tea/coffee, cakes.... and everyone will be very welcome.  

   
FOODBANK COLLECTIONS: St Joseph’s are collecting for the 
foodbank again in December. Basic tinned, dried, packet foodstuffs 
may be left in the cupboard below the newspaper shelf at the back 
of the church. Check that everything is well in date! Special need 
for: long life milk/juice, sugar (500g), squash, drinking chocolate, 
sponge pudding, solid meat, chocolate bars. Sweets/chocs/biscuits 
also welcome. Most Holy Redeemer and Holy Cross also have food 
banks, which run all year, donations can be placed in the green boxes 
in the porch any time.  

   
Volunteers needed to deliver Churches Together Christmas 
cards. Volunteers each deliver approximately 90 cards (into 
letter boxes, no ringing/knocking) to each house in a single 
street or neighbouring small streets. The purpose of the cards is 
to welcome recipients to a Christmas service at a church of their 
choice; all the Christian churches in the town including St 
Joseph’s list their service times in the card. If you can do a 
delivery round, please sign up on the list now in the sacristy and 
take the corresponding pack of cards with map of your streets. 
Enquiries to Tony Davies 
 01279 465200;tonydavies234@hotmail.co.uk 
 

   
WESTMINSTER DIOCESE YEAR BOOK 2016  - these have arrived and are 
now available.  The cost £4.50 each.  There are a limited number 
available.  If you would like one, either come to the Office in the WCC and 
collect or telephone and arrange to pick it up after Mass at Holy Cross or 
Most Holy Redeemer. 

Certificate of Catholic Practice 
All applicants to Catholic Schools from now on are invited to obtain a 
"Certificate of Catholic Practice" from their Parish Priest.  To enable 
Fr Peter to provide this Certificate parents will need to collect an 
"Information for Certificate of Practice" form from him.  According to 
the information you supply on this form, Fr Peter will or will not be 
able to issue you with a Certificate.  The Bishops have made it clear, 
in agreement with the Government, that "weekly attendance" is 
necessary to qualify as a "practicing Catholic family". There is room 
on the "Information form" for anything to be noted to assist Fr Peter 
to make a judgement to enable him to issue a “Certificate”. 

   
WEEKDAY MASS CONSULTATION If you would like to contribute to this 
consultation launched last week, please take one of the forms that are 
available after Mass at whichever Church you attend.  When you bring it 
back, please hand it to the priest so that he can put it with all the others.  
The consultation will close on Christmas Day!  Thank you. 

   
A NEW  ORGAN AT ST JOSEPH’S 
During last week a new Viscount electronic organ was installed at St 
Joseph’s.  The previous organ was installed around 1984 and was very 
worn and not performing well at all.  The new 3 manual and pedal organ 
has been presented to the Parish by Fr Peter and his brother Brian in 
memory of their mother, Nancy Marian Manning, who died earlier this 
year. There will be a special dedication and blessing at the 11am Mass on 
20th December for this most generous gift. 

   
Natural Family Planning- - The Natural Family Planning Teacher’s 
Association (NFPTA) will be running a 6-session teacher training course 
in London for participants to become fully proficient in teaching couples 
the Symptothermal Method to help them achieve or avoid 
pregnancy.   The cost of the course is £500 and will run over six 
Saturdays  - one per month – from March to September 2016. For more 
information on the dates and to book, and to find out about their 12 
week online distance learning course, please visit www.nfpta.org.uk 

   
Christmas Family Film Fun: The Dad's Group will be showing Polar 
Express, at 2pm on Saturday 19 December, in the Windhill Churches 
Centre.  This wonderful festive film is suitable for all the family, there 
will be hot dogs and popcorn and most importantly it will be more 
fun than Christmas shopping.   All families and friends are welcome!  If 
you would like to come please email John Wright 
(johncharles.wright70@gmail.com) to let him know so that we have an 
idea of numbers! 

 

Baptism: Forms and information are available 

from the Parish Office.  

Marriage: enquiries call the Parish Office or email  

 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion -  

now closed for 2016 
 

Confirmation:  now closed for 2016 

 

YEAR OF  
MERCY 

The Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy began with Pope Francis 

opening the Holy Door in the 
Vatican on 8 December.   
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