
Homily for the Second Sunday of Easter 2021 Year B 

 

Today's readings are very much about Faith. Christ deems it important to have 

it, so let us see if we understand what exactly it is. 

What is Faith? 

For people of my generation, we were brought up with the very precise old 

catechism definition “Faith is a supernatural gift from God, which enables us to 

believe without doubting whatever God has revealed”. 

I wonder just how many times over the years each one of us has repeated that 

uncritically, and how it therefore engendered in us certain wrong ideas about 

what Faith is. 

There are three propositions to that definition that need clarifying: -  

 

A. A supernatural gift 

B. To believe without doubting 

C. To see what God has revealed. 

 

A. A supernatural gift  

The idea that God may sometimes give the gift or Faith to some and not others 

is an odd one. It would be an unjust God to pick and choose arbitrarily like 

that. 

To those who felt they had received the gift of Faith often led to smugness and 

presumption. And to those who felt that they had not received it, it was often 

a matter of puzzlement, envy, or even despair. 

“Why can’t I have your Faith, why can’t I believe like you?” 

It is easy to confuse words here, Faith is not the same as Religion. 

The Faith that we practise, our religion, is very much an accidental thing, very 

much depending upon where we were born, our family and our education.  



If Faith were the same as religion then you might conclude that God ignored all 

those outside of the Christian Faith, or worse still, outside of the Catholic 

Church - and that would be wrong. 

The Jews have Faith, the Muslims have Faith. 

Faith as a pure gift, is a God given capacity, within every man, to respond freely 

and wholeheartedly to that which he sees to be good and true and of ultimate 

concern to give meaning and value to his life. 

There are no favourites. The love of God who created us all, embraces us all, 

but how we in turn freely respond to God, the quality and content of our Faith, 

is our own responsibility. 

Saint Paul tells us in one of his letters, “I am reminding you to fan into a flame 

the gift that God gave you”. 

The spark is given to us all, but it is a reminder that each one of us is 

responsible in our differing lives and circumstances to grow in Faith, to search 

for what is good and true, to come to know and love the one true God. 

In practical terms, it means for each and every one of us no longer being 

content to be spoon fed, but taking the care and the trouble to respond to all 

the subtle hints of the presence of God in His creation and to explore, to read, 

to think and to pray about what it is we are prepared to believe in. 

Faith is a capacity to believe. How many of us really stretched that capacity?  

B. To believe without doubting 

Absolute certainty about the existence of God is for the other side of eternity, 

when there will be no more need for Faith. For then we will know. But this side 

of eternity, the sort of assent which we give to religious ideas and propositions 

is filtered and purified through the process of questions and real doubts - and 

that is almost certainly not wrong or sinful. Rather it could well be the sign or 

the result of a lively intelligence seeking reasons and answers where perhaps, 

at best, only qualified explanations in inadequate human terms can be given. 

We cannot believe mindlessly. We have to use both the head and the heart to 

search for God. We have to use the reason and the intelligence that God gave 

us, and in the process of using it, we come to realise that in certain areas it is 

very limited.  

It can bring us so far and no further. 



The choice then is ours. To make what we call an Act of Faith, a leap into the 

dark, despite all the doubts. 

We do it all the time don't we, without thinking too much about it? We do it 

with other people, and sometimes we make mistakes, we get let down, we get 

hurt. 

But what is the alternative? Never to have Faith or trust in anybody or 

anything? 

Faith is often a great gamble. But whatever the proposition is, it is an 

expression of goodness and truth.  

Saint Thomas’s prayer, “Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief” speaks for us 

all. Our beliefs are forged through our questions and doubts - and in the end, 

our Faith is often the stronger and richer for it. 

C. To see whatever God has revealed 

So far, I have said that it is the normal and human response to take a 

calculated chance, to gamble and commit oneself, often despite doubts and 

questions, to what we call our beliefs, what we see to be the truth. 

And we now make an enormous claim, that these are revealed to us by God. 

But then all sorts of crackpot religions make the same claims and often these 

revelations are contradictory. 

We belong to the Roman Catholic Church, and it's part of the role of the 

teaching authority of that church, in certain areas to interpret the revelations 

and the will of God for us. 

We make an act of trust that 2000 years of tradition, study and prayer by 

theologians, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, can give us a safe insight 

into the mystery that is God and the things of God. 

And each succeeding Generation tries to gain deeper insight into those truths, 

and to express them in inadequate human words, in a way more 

comprehensible to the people of that day.  

And those revealed teachings should somehow speak to that capacity we all 

have for recognising goodness and truth. 



They should find some sort of echo within us, so that we can dare to make an 

Act of Faith and say “Yes I believe”, despite some questions I may still have to 

be answered. 

The Church can ask that Act of Faith from us, but it can never compel or force 

it, and it can never be in something that contradicts Reason. 

Now, having said all that, it is secondary because our Faith is not primarily in 

theological systems or propositions, but rather in the person of Christ. Christ 

1st and then Christianity 2nd.  

The Apostles asked Christ to “Increase our Faith”, and Christ's reply seemed to 

be saying to them, “Faith is not a matter of amount, large or small”. It is a 

quality or capacity that every man has, and when you activate it and take 

responsibility for it and use it then its possibilities are boundless. You can move 

mountains. 

This precious gift is in our hands, guarded by the Holy Spirit. It is up to us to 

nourish it, feed it, exercise it and express it if we truly wish to grow deeper into 

the love and knowledge of God. If we choose to ignore that gift, our lives are 

faithless and then the quality of that life is tragically diminished. But we have 

that choice. 

Is always better to light a candle than to sit in the darkness and curse it.  


