
Homily for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 2023 Year A 

 

In the second reading today, we hear Saint Peter's advice to the early 

Christians, “Reverence the Lord Christ in your heart”, and it is from this spirit of 

reverence that all sorts of good things come. Popular opinion today would 

have it that the whole notion and practise of reverence is fast disappearing 

from our society, and we are very much the poorer because of it. I wonder if 

that lack of reverence in our society is strictly true. I think that the experience 

of reverence is as widespread as ever, but it is the expression of reverence that 

is the problem. 

For a start, what is reverence? What do we mean when we say that we revere 

something? 

Reverence is the capacity that each human has, to stand in front of another, be 

that a person, an object, or an idea, and then experience a whole complex 

range of emotions, such as awe, wonder, respect, fear, or love. 

It is part of what distinguishes us from the rest of creation, this capacity we 

have to forget and transcend our own immediate feelings or self-interest in the 

presence of this other, and move out of ourselves to respect, protect, love, 

worship, obey and adore this other, whether that be God, or any other part of 

His Creation. 

If you think about it, there are two sorts of reverence we can experience. 

  1 that feeling of reverence that we cannot help, and we experience it 

despite ourselves. 

  2 that reverence which we freely and consciously decide to give. 

All of us have experienced that first sort of feeling of reverence in our lives 

when, almost despite ourselves, we stand in the presence of something 

stunningly beautiful like a sunset, or a newborn baby, or a very holy person, or 

enter a sacred place, then something which we have no control over reaches 

into the deepest part of our being, and draws out from us this God-given 

capacity and need which we have to quietly love and adore. 



Reverence is the name that we give to this feeling that is drawn out of 

ourselves, and despite ourselves, by the object, person or place that is more 

beautiful, holy, special, or sacred than I experience myself to be. 

Now there is a limit to how long such a feeling of reverence will last. This 

feeling which I am just experiencing despite myself. 

At some stage I must move on to the second type of feeling of reverence, the 

feeling of reverence that I consciously decide to give towards another person, 

place, or thing. 

We all have the capacity to experience reverence, but the conscious and 

continuous expression of reverence towards another person, place, or thing, is 

a matter of free choice, and it is here that society is failing. 

We need to learn very quickly an important lesson, and it is this, that we need 

to pay close attention to whatever it is that evokes a feeling of reverence in 

our hearts, and then consciously and continuously expressed deep reverence 

towards whatever it is. 

What causes reverence in us, or commands reverence from us? 

Let me give you an example of what I mean. 

In the presence of a newborn baby no human heart can fail to experience with 

wonder and reverence the miracle of creation in a new and vulnerable life. You 

just cannot help yourself. 

But then some people work an enormous contradiction into their lives. They 

deliberately decide to ignore or deny to continuously express that feeling of 

reverence by finding reasons and excuses to terminate human life, especially 

new life in the womb, by abortion. I am not saying that those choices are 

always easy to make. What I am saying is that if you experience reverence for 

something there seems to be an implicit moral obligation to continuously 

express reverence for that same thing. For example, you cannot enter a sacred 

and holy place and almost tangibly experience the presence of God in that 

place and the reverence evoked from you, and then desecrate that place. It 

makes no sense. 

When something evokes reverence in us, it demands continuous conscious 

expression of reverence from us. A spirit of reverence in a human life always 

deeply enriches that human life, and that life is incredibly the poorer without 

it. 



Now what we reverence is important, and whilst there are somethings that I 

have no choice over that automatically draw reverence out of me, there are 

also some things I can consciously choose to be objects of reverence in my own 

life. In doing this I set standards and values for the framework of my life and 

sometimes it costs me a lot to continue to reverence those values I have 

chosen. 

For example, I can develop a deep reverence for truth and honesty. Nothing 

about truth and honesty rushes out and grabs reverence from me, but I myself 

can decide to reverence them and thereby enrich my own life. 

I also deepen my own life of faith by the reverence I express to signs and 

symbols I see. For example, the rosary I say, the crucifix I kiss, the medals I 

wear, the candles I light in front of that statue, or the genuflection I make 

before the Blessed Sacrament. 

The reverence I give to them is not to they themselves, but to what they 

symbolise; I touch the Sacred through them. 

A simple thing like a wedding ring solemnly blessed at my marriage: by 

consciously reverencing that ring, I reverence what it symbolises; the 

commitment, the love, and the fidelity that are part of my marriage. And when 

death temporarily separates husband and wife, reverence from that same ring 

is a reminder that love is eternal and the hope of that deeper reunion that will 

one day be theirs again. 

The flowers that are placed upon a loved one's grave denote a reverence that 

doesn't need words to explain. 

One final example is that a conscious spirit of reverence is now more vital than 

ever to deepen the meaning of the mystery of the Eucharist. 

In years gone by the church instilled a deep sense of reverence for the real 

presence of Christ in the Eucharist by strict rules and regulations. Most of 

those have now gone and you can hold the Sacred in your own hands. 

That is fine, but unless each one of us has that discipline in our lives of 

consciously expressing reverence when we touch the Sacred, then the awe and 

the wonder and the meaning of the mystery can be so quickly lost through 

over familiarity with it. 



To sum up then, a deep feeling of reverence is a person’s first reaction to the 

presence of God who created them, and then, to varying degrees, to other 

aspects of God's creation. This feeling of reverence can deeply enrich our lives. 

And wherever and whenever we experience reverence we are called to 

consciously continue to express reverence to that which we feel is worthy of it.  

In addition, we can adopt a spirit of reverence to objects of our own choosing. 

They maybe mere signs and symbols of the Divine, but through reverencing 

them, we give reverence to that which they symbolise. 

Reverence engendered when the Divine touches me, and in turn, by expressing 

reverence in my daily life, I myself touch, love, and adore the divine. 

 


