The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

First Sunday of Advent
(1st December 2024)

Dear Parishioners

This weekend sees the beginning of a new Church Year, There are a number of changes happening. This is the first
joint newsletter between our two parishes. One of the reasons for doing this, is because we also start using the new
lectionary and so we will be including the Sunday readings in our newsletter (as our old missals have the wrong
translation now). Thank you to those who have generously donated for lectionaries and books of the Gospels.

On Friday we saw parliament debate the Assisted Suicide Bill and a majority of MPs voted to allow it to move on
to the next parliamentary stage. In the light of that vote, Bishop John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for Life Issues,
issued the following statement.

“We are disappointed that MPs have voted in favour of the Terminally 1ll Adults (End of Life) Bill progressing
through parliament. We believe that this bill is flawed in principle and also contains particular clauses that are of
concern. We ask the Catholic community to pray that members of parliament will have the wisdom to reject this
bill at a later stage in its progress.

“In addition to being opposed to the principle of assisted suicide, we are particularly concerned with clauses in
the bill that prevent doctors from properly exercising conscientious objection, provide inadequate protection to
hospices and care homes that do not wish to participate in assisted suicide and allow doctors to initiate
conversations about assisted suicide. We ask that these voices be heard in the next stages of the Bill to strengthen
the deep concerns about this proposed legislation.

“We have expressed the view, during this debate, that genuine compassion involves walking with those who need
care, especially during sickness, disability and old age. The vocation to care is at the heart of the lives of so many
people who look after their loved ones and is the sign of a truly compassionate society. It is essential that we
nurture and renew the innate call that many people have to compassionately care for others.

“It remains the case that improving the quality and availability of palliative care offers the best pathway to
reducing suffering at the end of life. We will continue to advocate for this and support those who work tirelessly to
care for the dying in our hospices, hospitals and care homes.”

Bishop John says, in addition to his statement, ‘Please thank those MPs who voted against the Bill and encourage
them to continue their opposition to this dangerous Bill. I also encourage pastoral support and prayer for those who
feel more fearful after this decision.” I have checked how both the MPs for Northwood and Carpenders Park voted,
and they voted against the bill.

Our Gospel today encourages us to stay awake and to pray. In regards to assisted suicide, we need to keep all our
MPs in our prayers and to also inform ourselves of end of life issues.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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Last Week’s Offering.

St Matthew’s Loose Cash:£286.31 Standing Orders: £297.00 Contactless Giving £39.34 Total Offering: £662.65
St Joseph’s Loose Cash:£337.93 Planned Giving Envelopes: £182.19 Standing Orders: £355.00 Total Offering:
£875.12

Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our parishes.

Confactless Giving.
On Tuesday, St Joseph’s will have a new machine installed that will enable us to make contactless payments using our cards
and telephones. More details next week. St Matthew’s are planning to update their machine in the near future.

Thank You

A huge thank you to the Catholic Women’s League for all their hard work in organising a wonderful Senior Citizen’s lunch
on Saturday afternoon at St Joseph’s.

Mass Intentions
The 2025 diary for Mass intentions is now open. Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have an intention on a
particular date.

Sponsor a Lamp

You can now sponsor the seven day lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady. (St Joseph’s will be getting
a lamp for Our Lady) A prayer intention will be attached to the lamp for that week (which will be printed). A donation of £10
for each lamp is suggested.

Reading at Mass

With the start of using our new lectionary, we are appealing for people to join our team of readers at all the Masses in our
parishes. If you would like to volunteer, please fill in a form that is available at the back of church and return them to the
presbytery or Parish Office

Readers Training

We will be holding an event for all Readers and those who are interested in reading at Mass from both parishes on Sunday
8th December from 3.00pm - 4.00pm at St Matthew’s It will include information about the new Lectionary & re-training/
formation, followed by tea & cake/

Advent Carol Service

On Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm in St Matthew’s we will have a service of Advent Carols and hymns. Our
Confirmation Candidates and First Communion children will be involved. There will be seasonal refreshments afterwards in
the hall. Do come along and prepare for Christmas.

School Form Signing
For those who need a Certificate of Catholic Practice signed for applications for Catholic Primary Schools, Fr Tom will be
available at the following times.

Monday 9th December 5.00pm to 6.30pm (St Matthew’s)
Thursday 12th December 4.00pm to 6.00pm (St Joseph’s)
Friday 13th December 6.00pm to 7.00pm (St Matthew's)
Tuesday 17th December 4.30pm to 6.30pm (St Joseph'’s)

Please contact either Parish Office to make an appointment with Fr Tom.

St Matthew’s Car Park

The car park at St Matthew’s is in need of repair. We received a quote for the work earlier in the year. We applied to the
National Lottery for a grant. Unfortunately, this was turned down. The work still needs doing and so the Parish Finance
Committee have decided to go ahead. If you would like to make a contribution to the cost, it would be gratefully received.

Teas and Coffees: Can you help?

We are looking to form a team of volunteers to serve the teas and coffees after 9am Sunday mass. We will hopefully start this
from January (on a rota basis) and look forward to strengthening the St Matthew's community! If you are able to help, please
contact Fr Tom.

Christmas Celebration

The annual ‘Christmas Celebration’ concerts at Westminster Cathedral will take place this year on Wednesday 18th and
Thursday 19th December at 7.30pm with the usual blend of festive music and readings pondering the Incarnation of Christ,
with celebrity readers and the Cathedral Choir and Orchestra, under the direction of Simon Johnson. Tickets in aid of the
work of the Cathedral are available in the Cathedral Gift Shop or via Ticketmaster through the link below:
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminster-cathedral-choir-tickets/artist/1693906

A Day with Mary

It is an open day of prayer held in a Catholic church or shrine. It emphasizes worship of the Blessed Sacrament and devotion
to Our Lady. A Day with Mary is in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark on Saturday 14th December. Further details are
available at: www.adaywithmary.org



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:

Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Bebe Ryan, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien,
Brendan Davern.and Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Regina Figueiredo, Belinda
Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,
Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie
Marron, Rosalia Catolico, Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead
Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we
have been praying together recently.

For those who have died recently: Joe Kulanthai, Norma Carmelina Scott, Michael Quille. Geoffrey Allwright, and all
who have died as a result of war and conflict or natural disaster.

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Raymond Sweeney, John Noble, Teresa McGurk, Anne Howard,
Liduina Paganini, Fr Harold Purney, Bridget O’Sullivan, Dave Murray, Isabella Frost, Deborah Cullen, Jan Dolecki, Thea
Holme, John Sullivan, Keith Whitehead, Christian & Alexander Bailey, Daniel Buckley, Maria Zimmermann, Francois
Neckar, Christine Lavender, Ken Mills, Thomas Conroy, James Shelley, Maria D’ Amico, Richard Stevens, James Byrne.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Jeremiah 33:14-16  Finally, then, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will
fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house
of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And
this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 25(24):4-5b. 8-9. 10, 14. R 1b
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

O Lord, make me know your ways.

Teach me your paths.

Guide me in your truth, and teach me;

for you are the God of my salvation.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he shows the way to sinners.

He guides the humble in right judgement;

to the humble he teaches his way.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

All the Lord’s paths are mercy and faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and commands.

The Lord’s secret is for those who fear him;

to them he reveals his covenant.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Second reading I Thessalonians 3:12-4:2

Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you,
so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness
before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought
to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do
so more and more. For you know what instructions we gave
you through the Lord Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Show us, O Lord, your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs
in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and
the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.

‘But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down
with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and
that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will
come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But
stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength
to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Appeal in Memory of Fr John Warnaby

Last week at Mass, Fr Tom spoke of wanting to get some oil filled candles for the |
Altar and the Blessed Sacrament Altar in memory of Fr John. It seems appropriate
to get something for the altar , where Fr John celebrated Mass as parish priest. The
plan is to get 6 candles with brass candle holders (see picture) and 6 large oil
candles for the Blessed Sacrament. If you would like to make a donation please put
it in an envelope marked Fr John Candles and drop off at the parish office. If you are a tax payer, you .
can Gift Aid your donation. (We also hope to get a lamp for Our Lady)




(Saturday)

Sunday 1st
1st Sunday
of Advent

Monday 2nd
Advent Feria

Tuesday 3rd

Wednesday 4th
Advent Feria

Thursday 5th
Advent Feria

Friday 6th

Saturday 7th

Sunday 8th
2nd Sunday
of Advent

Worship this week

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
9.00am: Mass - Ann Thrapermall, Birthday (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - Clayton D'Souza, Birthday (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Ann Costar RIP (St Matthew'’s)

No Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Caroline Reddyhoff RIP (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Bernadette Garvin (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
11.45am Funeral Mass of Geoffrey Allwright (St Matthew’s)

No Public Worship

6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass - John Naughton RIP (St Joseph’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Paddy & Lilly Mullen RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)

09:40 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Florinda DeLima RIP (Anniversary) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Anne & Trisha Moore RIP (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
11.00am: Mass -Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass -Stephen Duignan RIP (St Matthew’s)

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for December For pilgrims of hope We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Lamp Prayer Intentions

Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Geoffrey Allwright RIP

Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Intentions of Agatha Jones

Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) For those undergoing tests

Parish Directory

Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery
Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840746
Emergency: 07576 455450

St Matthew’s St Joseph’s
Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes
Parish Office Siobhan Hogg Siobhan Hogg
Tel: 01923 840746 Tel: 020 8428 0088
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
. Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne
Catechetical Te northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Colette Quirk Awaiting Appointment
Elizabeth Scudder
Email:

Parish Safeguarding Representatives

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



