
The Parishes of Northwood and 

Carpenders Park & South Oxhey 

Second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time (19th January 2025) 

 St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either 

parish by using 

the appropriate 

QR code. 

Dear Parishioners 
We have probably all known generous people in the course of our lives. Generosity can take many and varied forms. Some 
people are generous in sharing their material resources; they give generously to those who have less than themselves. Others 
may be generous in sharing their time with others; they are always ready to stop and to listen. Others again may have a 
generous spirit; they are slow to hold grudges against those who have hurt them; they know how to forgive and forget, and 
the knocks they get in life do not make them retreat into themselves. Others display a generosity of mind; they are open to 
the ideas of others, even though they may not fully share them; they recognize and rejoice in the truth, wherever it is to be 
found. Generous people tend to be appreciated and valued by others, but not always. Those who have a generous spirit or a 
generous mind, for example, can fall foul of people who have a narrower spirit and mind. 

The readings of today’s Mass suggest that generous people reveal God to us in a special way, because God is generous. In the 
second reading Paul declares that within the church God generously distributes a variety of gifts through the Holy Spirit. 
There is nothing half-hearted about the way God gifts people through the Spirit of God’s risen Son. God works in all sorts of 
different ways in different people. God does not limit his gifts to select individuals or specific groups within the church. As 
the body of Christ, the church has a great variety of members, each of them gifted by God in some way through the Holy 
Spirit. Paul speaks of these gifts of the Spirit as charisms. The whole church is charismatic in that sense, not just a section of 
it or a group within it. Charisms are gifts of the Spirit that enhance and built upon the natural gifts that we are born with and 
that move us to use those natural abilities in the service of the Lord and his people. When it comes to the distribution of these 
charisms within the church, God does not have favourites. God is too generous to have favourites; or, to put it in other terms, 
we are all favoured by God; we all benefit equally from God’s generosity. 

In the gospel reading, Jesus reveals the generosity of God in the context of the marriage feast at Cana. The mother of Jesus 
draws his attention to an embarrassing lack that needs to be addressed. ‘They have no wine’, she says. In spite of initially 
appearing to distance himself from her request, Jesus goes on to address it, providing not merely enough wine to meet the 
need but more than enough, an absolute abundance. Furthermore, he provided not just an abundance of the medium quality 
wine that had run out, but an abundance of top class wine, so much so that the steward says to the bridegroom in amazement, 
‘You have kept the best wine till now’. Whatever may or may not have happened in reality, the evangelist clearly wants to 
say that the God whom Jesus reveals to us is in no sense a miserly God. Jesus reveals a God whose generosity is, to put it 
mildly, outlandish. In the opening chapter of his gospel, the fourth evangelist had said that the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us full of grace and truth, and from this fullness we have all received. The married couple at Cana who experienced 
the Lord’s generosity represent us all who are invited to receive from the Lord’s fullness. 

The gospel reading also suggests that the Lord’s generosity towards us needs to be tapped by us. It does not just pour over us 
willy-nilly, as it were. If the married couple at the wedding feast of Cana experienced the Lord’s generosity, it was because a 
number of the guests at the wedding feast made the Lord’s generosity available to them. The most significant person in this 
regard was the Lord’s mother. She brought their need to her Son and, in spite of a somewhat unpromising response from him, 
she told the servants to do whatever her Son told them to do. They, in turn proceeded to do just that, carrying out the Lord’s 
commands to the letter. It was through the Lord’s mother and those servants that the Lord’s generosity became a tangible 
reality for that married couple. 

We each have a part to play in tapping the Lord’s generosity and in mediating that generosity to others. The profile of the 
mother of Jesus in today’s gospel reading suggests one way we can do this. She interceded for the married couple with her 
Son. We can all intercede for each other with the Lord. Intercessory prayer has been a central part of the life of the church 
since its foundation. Interceding with the Lord for each other is one of the ways we release the Lord’s generosity into the 
church and the world. 

The servants in the gospel story also show us how to tap the Lord’s generosity. When the mother of Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
whatever he tells you’, they did precisely that. What she said to them, she says to all of us, ‘Do whatever he tells you’. In 
listening to the Lord’s word and in allowing that word to shape our lives, as Mary did, we too will become channels of the 
Lord’s generosity, helping to release it into our world. The Lord needed his mother and those servants to make his generosity 
tangible and, thereby, lead others to faith. He needs all of us just as much, for the same reason.   

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Recent Offerings. 
Apologies for the delay in publishing these figures. Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our 
parishes.  

Thank you 
A huge thank you to the team of hard working volunteers from St Matthew’s who decamped to St Joseph’s to host the 
Hillingdon Deanery meeting and lunch. Our brothers and sisters from the deanery were impressed by St Joseph’s. (Next 
month St Joseph’s will host the Watford Deanery meeting). 

Fr Seán Carroll RIP 
Fr Seán’s funeral arrangements are as follows. 
Fr Seán’s mortal remains will be received at Most Sacred Heart church, Ruislip at 4.30pm on Wednesday 29 January. There 
will be a Requiem Mass, with Bishop James Curry presiding, at 7.00pm. Fr Seán’s Funeral Mass will at 12noon on Thursday 
30 January with the Cardinal presiding. and the homily given by Fr  Joe Ryan.  

Bebe Ryan RIP 
Bebe’s Funeral will take place in St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Letchworth Garden City, on Tuesday 11th February 
2025 at 10:30 am followed by internment at Icknield Way Cemetery. Mass will be offered for Bebe in St Joseph’s on 
Thursday 13th February at 7.00pm 

Annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes  
On Saturday 8th February at 2.30pm the Cardinal will celebrate the annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes in the Cathedral 
which will include anointing of the sick. Please contact the office if you wish to get tickets to attend.  Tickets are available 
for those who may require the sacrament, along with tickets for any helpers.  

Mass for Bereaved Parents  
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.  

Mass for Matrimony  
The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for 
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are 
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to 
put your name on the list. 

First Holy Communion Parents Meeting 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 6th February in the Hall at St Joseph’s at 7.30pm.  

An Appeal from the Bishop’s Conference. 
There will be a debate on the future of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme in Westminster Hall next Wednesday 
22nd January at 9.30am, and a Minister from DCMS will respond. We expect that a decision on the future of the scheme will 
be made very soon, the Bishops' Conference is asking us to write to our MPs asking them to attend the debate. They have 
updated the text of the e-campaign on their website to reflect this - so far over 2000 emails have been sent to MPs – if we 
could get as many as possible of them to the debate, that would be brilliant. Please send in another email even if you have 
already done so – the time frame is very short on this, and the loss of the LPWGS would be disastrous. The link to the e-
campaign can be found here: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/listed-places-of-worship-grant-scheme  It only takes a minute to 
send your view to our MPs 

Bishop prays for lasting peace in Gaza at the birthplace of Christ 
Having touched down in the Holy Land to the news that a ceasefire had been brokered between Hamas and Israel in Gaza to 
come into effect from Sunday, 19 January, Bishop Nicholas Hudson greeted the news with cautious optimism. On his first 
day in the Holy Land, Bishop Hudson, moderator of the annual Holy Land Co-ordination meeting, brought his prayers for a 
lasting and sustained peace to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.  

“It was a sad privilege, in a way, to go down into the grotto where Christ came into the world over 2,000 years ago, but it 
offered the consolation that we were able to pray deeply. I prayed there for peace, and as I knelt before the star – the star of 
hope that marks the place of Jesus’s birth – I prayed so deeply to the Prince of Peace that He might help this ceasefire to 
hold… I prayed as well for the families on either side that they might be reunited. I prayed that aid might now be allowed to 
flow into Gaza – poor, beleaguered Gaza – and that people on both sides of the conflict might now be able to rebuild their 
lives.” 

The Holy Land Coordination, organised by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales through its Department 
for International Affairs, is an annual meeting of bishops from around the world that is defined by four Ps – presence, prayer, 
pilgrimage, and pressure. Bishop James Curry, an auxiliary Bishop of Westminster, is joining the group for the first time. 
The Co-ordination runs from 18-23 January. On Thursday, Bishop Hudson and Bishop Curry alongside staff from the 
Bishops’ Conference, visited two projects in Bethlehem. The first stop was St Martha’s House, a day-care centre for elderly 
Christian ladies, mostly widows, who enjoy companionship and therapies provided by specialist staff and volunteers, 
including healthcare checks, haircare, podiatry, arts and crafts, and more. The group were the first visitors since October 
2023 and there were smiles, tears and even dancing – almost a distraction from the suffering and difficulties that had come 
before. 

Bishop Hudson’s final observation focussed on the obvious lack of pilgrims on the streets of both Jerusalem and Bethlehem: 
“It brought home to me how hard it has been for places like Bethlehem these last 15 months, to not have pilgrims come to be 
with them, to not be able to support them economically – whether in cafés or shops – or to support St Martha’s House, or the 
hospice team. They were all saying the same thing, ‘You’re the first people who have come for such a long time. Thank you 
for coming. We need you to come more often.’ In a sense, it touched on one of our other Ps, the ‘P’ of pilgrimage, which 
we’ll be talking about more often during this Holy Land Co-ordination. We need to find ways of coming to be ‘present’ on 
pilgrimage now in the Holy Land – especially now that the ceasefire has been signed.” 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: , Leslie Caesar , Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,  
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, 
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King 
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo,  Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, 
Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for 
whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Alexandre Silva, Bebe Ryan, Rosalia Catolico, Fr Sean Carroll and all who have died as 
a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: William Hagan, Dominic Bradley, Gino Capitelli, Michael 
Gorman, Constance Lane, Theresa Joseph, Dinie O’Connor, Sr Flora Gallacher, Christina Lloyd, Ivy Smith, Barbara Cusack, 
Vincenzo Ciottariello, Florence Schuler, Catherine Armstrong, Maria De Las Mercedes Ronalde Feal Dowie, Mary 
Patterson, John Harrington, Ellen Corr, Fr Geoffrey Eneh, Gianni Mattera, Kathleen Lawson, Rita Lyons, Ferdinando De 
Nuccio. 

Christmas Crib Appeal. 
Our Christmas Cribs will be due to come down after we celebrate the Feast of Candlemass on Sunday 2nd February. Please 
consider making a donation to the Catholic Children’s Society over the coming few weeks. 
 

 Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to 
each one individually as he wills. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God called us through the gospel, 
so that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                   John 2:1-11 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the 
wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus 
said to her, ‘Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do 
whatever he tells you.’ 

Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding seventy or one hundred 
litres. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ 
And they filled them up to the brim. And he said to them, 
‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.’ 
So they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water 
now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, 
‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have 
drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.’ 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading            Isaiah 62:1-5 

For Sion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
and her salvation as a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your righteousness, 
and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, 
so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     96(95):1-2a. 2b-3. 7-8a. 9-10ac. ℟3 

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

O sing a new song to the Lord; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord; bless his name.  

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

Proclaim his salvation day by day. 
Tell among the nations his glory, 
and his wonders among all the peoples.  

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and power; 
ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name.  

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

Worship the Lord in holy splendour. 
O tremble before him, all the earth. 
Say to the nations, ‘The Lord is king.’ 
He will judge the peoples in fairness.  

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

Second reading             1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Brothers and Sisters: There are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same 



Worship this week 

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Denise & Matthew Cunningham & family-Intns (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  19th 9.00am: Mass - Geoffrey Allwright RIP(St Matthew’s) 

Second Sunday 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Anne Temmink RIP (St Matthew’s)   

Monday 20th    09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 21st  09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Agnes   10.00am: Mass - Ivan Edwards RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 22nd  No Public Worship 

Feria  

Thursday 23rd 6.00pm -6.50pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Winifrede Marsden RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 24th   09:40 Morning Prayer   

S. Francis de Sales 10.00am: Mass - Clavdia Azuero (For her health)   Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   2.30pm: Funeral Mass of Rosalia Catolico RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 25th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

The Conversion of 10.30am: Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP (St Matthew’s) 

S Paul the Apostle 11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Geoffrey & Coletta Moran RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 26th  9.00am: Mass - Iain Murray RIP  (St Matthew’s) 

Third Sunday  11.00am: Mass –Bridie Hanafin RIP LD (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass -People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

 

The 2025 diary for Mass intentions is now open.  
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have an intention on a particular date.  

Parish Directory  
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery  

Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 
Tel: 01923 840736  

Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk 
Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
 northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Prayer Intentions 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January For the right to an education We pray for  migrants, r efugees, and those affected by 
war, that their right to an education, which is necessary to build a better world, might always be respected  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Peace in the Holy Land Our Lady (St Matthew’s)  Christian Unity 
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)  The United States of America 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to sponsor a lamp for a particular prayer intention.  


