
The Parishes of Northwood and 

Carpenders Park & South Oxhey 

Second Sunday of Advent 

(8th December 2024) 

 St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 

Dear Parishioners 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

These, the words of the prophet Isaiah, were spoken about the mission of Saint John the Baptist. John was to 

“Prepare the way of the Lord” and to “make his paths straight .” In prophesying this, Isaiah goes on to give this 

very descriptive image of John’s ministry. It would be one that levels mountains and valleys, straightens every 

winding road, and smooths out the rough terrain. In other words, John came to remove every obstacle to God, 

making it easy to encounter the Messiah. 

How does John complete this mission? By calling the people of that time to the dry and empty desert where all the 

false allurements cease to exist. This is done by detachment from the many sins and temptations they faced. Their 

repentance was an act by which the people humbled themselves before God, admitted their sins and acknowledged 

their need for a Saviour. This humble admission, coupled with the commitment to change their ways, prepared 

heart after heart for the grace and mercy that came through Christ the Lord. 

Today, there are countless obstacles to grace that so many people encounter. Some have been drawn into the 

satisfactions of earthly riches and material comforts and find little need for God. Others have very little that this 

world can offer but are consumed with a desire for money and the passing comforts it promises. And still others 

are drawn into many other forms of sins and false satisfactions. But there are some who are like a dry and deserted 

desert, just waiting to soak up the gentle rain of God’s grace. These are those who have sought to detach 

themselves from the false promises of this world and remain “empty” and “dry” so as to be prepared for the 

abundance of grace when it comes. These holy souls have heeded the call to repentance and have humbly 

acknowledged their need for the Saviour. 

So as we continue with our journey through Advent we can ask ourselves whether or not our soul is like that dry 

and barren desert, detached from all the false and passing satisfactions of this world, and prepared to soak up the 

mercy and grace of God alone. Repentance brings forth detachment, and detachment prepares the soul for God. 

When one is truly detached and free from the many obstacles to God, then the road from God to our soul will be 

straight and easily traveled. So let us reflect upon our soul today and where we see unhealthy attachments. Repent 

with all our heart so that we are among those most fully ready for an abundance of the grace and mercy of God. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either 

parish by using 

the appropriate 

QR code. 



Last Week’s Offering. 
St Matthew’s Loose Cash:£477.96 Standing Orders: £648.12 Contactless Giving £242.00 Total Offering: £1368.08  
St Joseph’s Loose Cash:£286.28 Planned Giving Envelopes: £156.36 Standing Orders: £286.00 Total Offering: 
£728.64 
Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our parishes.  

Contactless Giving. 
Due to a clerical error, the wrong machine was delivered this week. We have been assured that the correct one will come this 
week. St Matthew’s are planning to update their machine in the near future. 

Barbara Whitehead 
Barbara died suddenly last Sunday at home. Her body will be received into St Matthew’s on Thursday 19th December at 
4.30pm and the Funeral Mass will be on Friday 20th December at 1.00pm. Cremation will be at Breakspear Crematorium 
and a reception will follow at the parish hall.  The family requests that you please contact them if you would like to attend the 
reception.  Please email melindaw26@aol.com  

Sponsor a Lamp 
You can now sponsor the seven day lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady. (St Joseph’s will be getting 
a lamp for Our Lady) A prayer intention will be attached to the lamp for that week (which will be printed). A donation of £10 
for each lamp is suggested.   

Reading at Mass 
With the start of using our new lectionary, we are appealing for people to join our team of readers at all the Masses in our 
parishes. If you would like to volunteer, please fill in a form that is available at the back of church and return them to the 
presbytery or Parish Office  

Readers Training 
We will be holding an event for all Readers and those who are interested in reading at Mass from both parishes this Sunday 
8th December from 3.00pm - 4.00pm at St Matthew’s It will include information about the new Lectionary & re-training/
formation, followed by tea & cake/ 

Advent Carol Service 
On Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm in St Matthew’s we will have a service of Advent Carols and hymns. Our 
Confirmation Candidates and First Communion children will be involved. There will be seasonal refreshments afterwards in 
the hall. Do come along and prepare for Christmas. 

School Form Signing 
For those who need a Certificate of Catholic Practice signed for applications for Catholic Primary Schools, Fr Tom will be 
available at the following times. 

Monday 9th December 5.00pm to 6.30pm (St Matthew’s) Thursday 12th December 4.00pm to 6.00pm (St Joseph’s) 
Friday 13th December 6.00pm to 7.00pm (St Matthew’s) Tuesday 17th December 4.30pm to 6.30pm (St Joseph’s) 

Please contact either Parish Office to make an appointment with Fr Tom. 

Preparing Church for Christmas 
We will be preparing our churches for Christmas. On Saturday 14th December  (after Exposition) we will put up the crib 
structures inside and outside and the tree will be put up (but no lights will be switched on) in St Matthew’s. On Tuesday 17th 
December we will put up the tree and crib structure at St Joseph’s 

St Matthew’s Car Park 
The car park at St Matthew’s is in need of repair. We received a quote for the work earlier in the year. We applied to the 
National Lottery for a grant. Unfortunately, this was turned down. The work still needs doing and so the Parish Finance 
Committee have decided to go ahead. If you would like to make a contribution to the cost, it would be gratefully received. 

Teas and Coffees: Can you help? 
We are looking to form a team of volunteers to serve the teas and coffees after 9am Sunday mass. We will hopefully start this 
from January (on a rota basis) and look forward to strengthening the St Matthew's community! If you are able to help, please 
contact Fr Tom.   

Christmas Celebration  
The annual ‘Christmas Celebration’ concerts at Westminster Cathedral will take place this year on Wednesday 18th and 
Thursday 19th December at 7.30pm with the usual blend of festive music and readings pondering the Incarnation of Christ, 
with celebrity readers and the Cathedral Choir and Orchestra, under the direction of Simon Johnson. Tickets in aid of the 
work of the Cathedral are available in the Cathedral Gift Shop or via Ticketmaster through the link below:  
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminster-cathedral-choir-tickets/artist/1693906  

Appeal in Memory of Fr John Warnaby 
We are planning to get some oil filled candles for the Altar and the Blessed Sacrament Altar  at St Joseph’s in 
memory of Fr John. It seems appropriate to get something for the altar, where Fr John celebrated Mass as parish 
priest. The plan is to get 6 candles with brass candle holders (see picture) and 6 large oil candles for the Blessed 
Sacrament. If you would like to make a donation please put it in an envelope marked Fr John Candles and drop 
off at the parish office. If you are a tax payer, you can Gift Aid your donation. (We also hope to get a lamp for 
Our Lady) 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Bebe Ryan, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, 
Brendan Davern.and Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn 
Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess 
of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Rosalia 
Catolico, Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo,  Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead Bushnell, Audrey 
Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Barbara Whitehead,  Wladyslaw Milkowski Joe Kulanthai, Norma Carmelina 
Scott, Michael Quille.  and all who have died as a result of war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: James Shelley, Maria D’Amico, Richard Stevens, James Byrne, 
James Egan, Norah Blaney, Emma Franklin, Geoff Carsons, Annie O’Connor, Nora Lomas, Margaret Perry, Catherine 
Prendergast, June Hutton, Peter Murray, Thomas Byrne, Paul Wright, John Newton, Patrick Nolan.  

Readings at  Sunday Mass 
They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
bearing seed for the sowing; 
they come back, they come back with a song, 
bearing their sheaves.  

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we 
were glad. 

Second reading            Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11 

Brothers and sisters: I thank my God in all my remembrance 
of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all, making 
my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and 
so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel             Luke  3:1-6 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 
of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, 

‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight,  
and the rough places shall become level ways, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading             Baruch 5:1-9 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O 
Jerusalem, 
and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. 
Put on the robe of the righteousness from God; 
put on your head the crown of the glory of the Everlasting. 
For God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. 
For your name will for ever be called by God: 
‘Peace of righteousness and glory of godliness’. 
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height 
and look towards the east 
and see your children gathered from west and east, 
at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
For they went forth from you on foot, 
led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, 
carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain 
and the everlasting hills be made low 
and the valleys filled up to make level ground, 
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
For God will lead Israel with joy 
in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm  Psalm  126(125):1-2b. 2c-3. 4-5. 6. ℟3 

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we 
were glad. 

When the Lord brought back the exiles of Sion, 
we thought we were dreaming. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter; 
on our tongues, songs of joy.  

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we 
were glad. 

Then they said among the nations, 
‘What great deeds the Lord worked for them!’ 
What great deeds the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad.  

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we 
were glad. 

Bring back our exiles, O Lord, 
as streams in the Negeb. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap.  

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we 
were glad. 



Parish Directory  

Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery 
Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840746 
Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 

Siobhan Hogg 

Tel: 01923 840746 

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 

Linda Grimes 

 

Tel: 020 8428 0088  

Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 

carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk 

Elizabeth Scudder 

Email: 

 northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Anne & Trisha Moore RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  8th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

2nd Sunday   11.00am: Mass -Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Joseph’s) 

of Advent     6.00pm: Mass -Stephen Duignan  RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 9th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer  

Immaculate  10.00am: Mass - Morillo Pelligrina RIP   Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Conception 

Tuesday 10th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer  

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Cindy Corrigan -(Intentions)   Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)) 

Wednesday 11th  No Public Worship 

Advent Feria  

Thursday 12th 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   

Advent Feria  7.00pm: Mass - Jean Douglas RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 13th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer  

S Lucy    10.00am: Mass - Sebastiano Di Falco RIP  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 14th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S John of the Cross 10.30am: Mass - Catherine & Thomas Jolly  RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Carl Scally RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  15th 9.00am: Mass - Deacon Braz Menezes  RIP(St Matthew’s) 

3rd Sunday   11.00am: Mass -People of the Parishes  (St Joseph’s) 

of Advent   3.00pm: Advent Carol Service 

     6.00pm: Mass -Richard Keating RIP (St Matthew’s) 

 

Mass Intentions 
The 2025 diary for Mass intentions is now open. Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have an intention on a 
particular date.  

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for December  For pilgrims of hope We pray that this Jubilee Year  strengthen our  faith, 
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Geoffrey Allwright RIP Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Sinead Caesar (Special Intentions) 
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)  


