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Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

Dear Parishioners 
We are now only a little over a week from Christmas day. The run up to Christmas can be a sad time for many people, 
especially for those who have been recently bereaved. Christmas, with its emphasis on family gatherings and celebration, can 
be a lonely time for those without much family, who may feel that they have little to celebrate. 

The emphasis on joy in the readings this Sunday may ring hollow for many people. Zephaniah calls on the people of 
Jerusalem to ‘shout for joy’, to ‘rejoice, exult with all your heart’. Paul tells the Philippians, ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice.’ For many people, however, sadness can be more the norm, sometimes with good reason, and not 
just in the run up to Christmas. The uncertainty of the times in which we live can leave us feeling very sad, times when 
innocent people can be blown to bits in acts of war. The hurt that people may have experienced in the course of their lives 
can leave them disheartened. Our failure to be all we know we could be and to do all we could do can leave us feeling 
discouraged. 

The temptation to sadness is very real. In many ways it can be easier to give in to that temptation than to fight it. We can 
allow a heaviness of spirit to come upon us, and to impact on those with whom we live and work. The call of today’s 
readings, therefore, is one that we may need to hear, even if our initial reaction to it may be negative and dismissive. Paul 
calls on the Philippians to be ‘happy in the Lord’. The happiness he refers to is the fruit of our relationship with the Lord. 
This is not a naïve kind of happiness that is blissfully unaware of the darker side of life or untouched by the pain and 
suffering that is all around us. Indeed, at the time Paul called on the Philippians to be ‘happy in the Lord’, he himself was 
having a very difficult time. He was writing from prison, and he was aware that he could be executed at any moment. He had 
a lot on his mind as he wrote this letter. Objectively speaking, he had many reasons to be sad and discouraged. 

This is why Paul’s own joy and his encouragement to the church in Philippi to be joyful is all the more striking. Paul shows 
us by his own example that, even in the midst of pain, loss and brokenness, it is possible for those who believe in Christ to be 
joyful. The source of Paul’s joy is his realization that, in the words of the reading, ‘The Lord is at hand’. This is also the 
reason why Zephaniah in the first reading called on the people of Jerusalem to rejoice, ‘The Lord is in your midst’. The Lord 
of life is always near to us, especially during those times when the path we take is something of a way of the cross. As 
believers we always live our lives ‘in the Lord’, as Paul puts it. We have been baptised into him. We remain in him, as 
members of his body. The Lord is near to us as one who has triumphed over death and who is always at work bringing new 
life out of our various deaths. The Lord’s power at work within us and among us can do immeasurably more than all we can 
hope for or imagine. This is why Paul can write towards the end of this letter from prison, ‘I can do all things through him 
who gives me strength’. We can each make our own those words of Paul. 

Paul reminds us that even when, from a human perspective, we may have many reasons to be sad, the power of the Lord’s 
risen life, the power of the Holy Spirit, is at work within us, and in opening ourselves to that power, we can experience a joy 
that the world cannot give. Prayer is a privileged time for opening ourselves to the power of the risen Lord. Paul says in our 
reading this morning, ‘by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. What do we 
need? We certainly need the Lord, and that is why the Advent prayer, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’, for all its simplicity, is so much to 
the point. A related prayer would be, ‘Come Holy Spirit’. In and through these simple prayers of petition, we open our lives 
to the power of the risen Lord, that same power that one day will transform our lowly bodies into copies of the Lord’s 
glorious body. 

The Lord, the Spirit, whom we invite into our lives, will always prompt us to look outwards, beyond ourselves, to others. In 
the gospel reading, when people came up to John the Baptist asking, ‘What shall we do?’ he called on them to relate to others 
generously and justly. This is the kind of living that leaves us joyful. It is in giving that we receive, in serving others that we 
find our joy. When Paul was writing from prison, he was more concerned about the Philippians than about himself. 
Christmas is a time when we are invited to reach out beyond ourselves to others more than we usually do. Our support of the 
local foodbank for example, is one way of doing that. The custom of visiting others at this time of year is another form of 
looking beyond ourselves to others. We cannot pray ‘Come Lord Jesus’ without at the same time inviting the Lord to serve 
others through us. When we allow the Lord to do that, we will experience the Lord’s own joy.. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either 

parish by using 

the appropriate 

QR code. 



Last Week’s Offering. 
St Matthew’s Loose Cash:215.88 Standing Orders: £2334.10 Contactless Giving £119.94 Total Offering: £2669.92  
St Joseph’s Loose Cash:£295.71 Planned Giving Envelopes: £150.58 Standing Orders: £815.00 Total Offering: 
£1261.29 
Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our parishes.  

Advent Carol Service 
On Sunday at 3.00pm in St Matthew’s we will have a service of Advent Carols and hymns. Our Confirmation Candidates 
and First Communion children will be involved. There will be seasonal refreshments afterwards in the hall. Do come along 
and prepare for Christmas. 

Advent Confessions 
There are extra opportunities to make your confession in our two parishes (see back page for details) Also a  number of 
priests will be available to hear confessions at a Reconciliation Service on Wednesday evening in the Sacred Heart Church, 
Ruislip. The service begins at 7.30pm 

Contactless Giving. 
The new machine for St Joseph’s has arrived and will be up and running later this week. St Matthew’s are planning to update 
their machine in the near future. 

Christmas Offerings 
The offerings given at the Christmas Masses go to the parish to contribute to the cost of priestly ministry in our parishes. It 
does not go directly to Fr Tom. There are Christmas offering envelopes available and any offering put in them will be classed 
as a Christmas Offering (as will any of the loose collection on the Christmas Masses). 

If you would like to help defray the cost of our Christmas Flowers, there are envelopes marked “Christmas Flowers”. Any 
donations will be gratefully received. Please place the envelope in the collection or give to the parish office. 

Barbara Whitehead 
Barbara’s body will be received into St Matthew’s on Thursday at 4.00pm and the Funeral Mass will be on Friday 20th 
December at 1.00pm. Cremation will be at Breakspear Crematorium and a reception will follow at the parish hall.  The 
family requests that you please contact them if you would like to attend the reception.  Please email melindaw26@aol.com  

Sponsor a Lamp 
You can now sponsor the seven day lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady. (St Joseph’s will be getting 
a lamp for Our Lady) A prayer intention will be attached to the lamp for that week (which will be printed). A donation of £10 
for each lamp is suggested.   

Appeal in Memory of Fr John Warnaby 
Thank you to those who have generously donated for candles in memory of Fr John so far we have raised £875. We are 
aiming to raise £2000 to get all the candles and candle holders and a lamp for Our Lady. 

School Form Signing 
For those who need a Certificate of Catholic Practice signed for applications for Catholic Primary Schools, Fr Tom will be 
available at the following times. Tuesday 17th December 4.30pm to 6.30pm (St Joseph’s) 

Please contact either Parish Office to make an appointment with Fr Tom. (Apologies for the typo error in the last two 
newsletters - it was not the Northwood Parish Office number. Apologies too to the lady who received various calls 
looking for Fr Tom). 

Preparing Church for Christmas 
Thank you to those who worked so hard in St Matthew’s on Saturday. On Tuesday 17th December we will put up the tree 
and crib structure at St Joseph’s. You will see a new Crib structure that has been put in place. A huge thank you to Alan 
Clark who has made it for us! 

Teas and Coffees: Can you help? 
We are looking to form a team of volunteers to serve the teas and coffees after 9am Sunday mass. We will hopefully start this 
from January (on a rota basis) and look forward to strengthening the St Matthew's community! If you are able to help, please 
contact Fr Tom.  Thank you to those who have been in touch to volunteer! 

Christmas Celebration  
The annual ‘Christmas Celebration’ concerts at Westminster Cathedral will take place this Wednesday  and Thursday at 
7.30pm with the usual blend of festive music and readings pondering the Incarnation of Christ, with celebrity readers and the 
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra. Tickets in aid of the work of the Cathedral are available in the Cathedral Gift Shop or via 
Ticketmaster through the link 
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminster-cathedral-choir-tickets/artist/1693906  

Beware of Email Fraudsters 
We have been warned by the diocese that there is a rise in scam emails targeting our parishioners. These emails impersonate 
the parish priest, often using a similar email name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to 
purchase Amazon or other gift cards as gifts for the priest. Never purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an 
email request, (Fr Tom would never send an email asking for you to purchase gifts for him). Please double-check any 
suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office. Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to 
unsolicited emails.  



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Bebe Ryan, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, 
Brendan Davern.and Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn 
Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess 
of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Rosalia 
Catolico, Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo,  Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead Bushnell, Audrey 
Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Barbara Whitehead,  Wladyslaw Milkowski, Norma Carmelina Scott,  and all who 
have died as a result of war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: John Newton, Patrick Nolan, Arthur Jones, Alma Goolamali, Joan 
Healy, Winnie Allen, Leslie Wilding, Mick Dillon, Edward Freeman, Jane Beatrice Netto, Gladys Brittain, Canon John 
McDonald, Florence Ellen Daly, Mary Elizabeth Finnegan, Anne Philomena Godden, Mabs Conlon, Marie Nutt, Rita Moran, 
Doris Mary Sayer, Mary Tobin, Alfred Scudder, Alzira Pacheco, John Keating, Eileen Hill, Florence Clifford, Maria 
Concetta Mifsud, Peter Wildsmith, Dan O'Mally. 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for December  For pilgrims of hope We pray that this Jubilee Year  strengthen our  faith, 
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Geoffrey Allwright RIP Our Lady (St Matthew’s)  Rosa Ferreira RIP 
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)  

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Second reading                    Philippians 4:4-7 

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel          Luke  3:10-18 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: The crowds asked John, ‘What, then, shall we 
do?’ And he answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do 
likewise.’ Tax collectors also came to be baptised and said 
to him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, 
‘Collect no more than you are authorized to do.’ Soldiers 
also asked him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he said to 
them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by 
false accusation, and be content with your wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, ‘I 
baptise you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.’ So with many other 
exhortations he preached good news to the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading        Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Sion; 
shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you; 
he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall never again fear evil. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
‘Fear not, O Sion; 
let not your hands grow weak. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     Is 12:2-3. 4b-d. 5-6. ℟3 

Shout aloud and sing praise, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Behold, God is my salvation! 
I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord is my strength and my praise, 
and he has been my salvation. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the springs of salvation.  

Shout aloud and sing praise, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Give thanks to the Lord, invoke his name;  
make known among the peoples his deeds; 
proclaim that his name is exalted.  

Shout aloud and sing praise, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Sing to the Lord for he has wrought wonders; 
let this be known through all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing praise, you who dwell in Sion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

Shout aloud and sing praise, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 



Parish Directory  
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery 

Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 
Tel: 01923 840736 

Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk 
Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
 northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Carl Scally RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  15th 8.30am - 8.50am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

3rd Sunday   9.00am: Mass - Deacon Braz Menezes  RIP(St Matthew’s) 

of Advent  11.00am: Mass -People of the Parishes  (St Joseph’s) 

   12.15pm - 12.45pm Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   3.00pm: Advent Carol Service (St Matthew’s) 

     5.30pm - 5.50pm Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

   6.00pm: Mass -Richard Keating RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 16th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Angelina Peluso RIP   Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   10.30am - 11.00am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 17th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available)  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Maurice Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP    Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 18th  No Public Worship 

Advent Feria  

Thursday 19th 11.30am: Funeral Mass - Norma Carmelina Scott RIP(St Matthew’s) 

Advent Feria  4.00pm: Reception of the Body of Barbara Whitehead RIP(St Matthew’s) 

   6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available)    

   7.00pm: Mass - The intentions of the Cuthbertson Family (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 20th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available) 09:40 Morning Prayer  

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass -  Vince Thapermall RIP  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am: School Mass  

   1.00pm: Funeral Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 21st  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Advent Feria  10.30am: Mass - Larry Serrano RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - The intentions of Zachary Ward  (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  22nd 8.30am - 8.50am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

4th Sunday   9.00am: Mass - Mr Meemea RIP(St Matthew’s) 

of Advent  11.00am: Mass -The intentions of the Birch Family (St Joseph’s) 

   12.15pm - 12.45pm Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

     5.30pm - 5.50pm Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

   6.00pm: Mass -People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s) 

The 2025 diary for Mass intentions is now open.  
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have an intention on a particular date.  


