The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Fourth Sunday of Advent
(22nd December 2024)

Dear Parishioners

It is three more days to Christmas Day. The days that are counting down to Christmas Day can be called as days of expecting
and wondering. Christmas is a time for gifts and presents not only for Christians but also for those who take the opportunity
to have a celebration. Whether we have made known to others our wish list or not, we will still be expecting and wondering.
Of course there is no need to wonder if we will get any Christmas presents. We will certainly get our Christmas presents, |
have various packages under my tree for me (and there are quite a few for Disco Bob!)
But will we be expecting to get what we wish for? But expectation is the mother of disappointment. So let’s try to look at the
funny side of expectation and then we may not be so sad in disappointment.

A woman was wondering what her husband will give her as a Christmas present, so she decided to drop a hint. So she said to
her husband, “Last night I had a dream that I was wearing a diamond necklace. I wonder what it means.”
Her husband replied, “You will know this evening.” In the evening, when he came back from work, he had a present in his
hand and he gave it to his wife and told her to open it. The wife was delighted and excitedly opened the present. It was a
book, and the title was “How to Interpret Dreams.”

Some people say that in order to avoid disappointments, it is better not to have expectations. So no expectation is no
disappointment. But that’s not how we should look at it. Rather we should have some expectations and then prepare for
excitement.

In the gospel, we heard of Mary visiting Elizabeth. But it was not just a courtesy visit. As we know, much has gone on
before, and much will happen after that. Both Mary and Elizabeth were persons of faith and like the rest of God’s people;
they were waiting in expectation of the coming of the Messiah. But the situation was bleak and unfavourable. The land was
occupied by another power and the people were under foreign rule. So as much as Mary and Elizabeth were waiting in
expectation for the coming of the Messiah, they did not expect it to happen during their time. Neither would they expect that
they would have an important part to play in it.

Mary was betrothed to Joseph, and then the Annunciation happened and she accepted God’s will. Elizabeth was barren, and
when Zechariah did his priestly duty at the Temple, he had a vision, and after that he went back home, and then Elizabeth
conceived. So when Mary visited Elizabeth, it was a meeting of two expectant mothers, both did not expect themselves to
conceive, both did not expect themselves to have important roles to play in the coming of the Messiah.
Both had their expectations, they had more than they expected, and along with was also a lot of excitement.

So in a way, it can be said that Mary and Elizabeth got their first Christmas presents. It was not what they expected, and it
was also way beyond their expectations. But their gifts were not just for themselves. Their gifts were gifts of life, gifts that
must be used to prepare others to encounter and experience the Messiah. So what are we expecting for our Christmas
presents? To be on the safe side, it is better to have no expectations so that there will be no disappointments. Or we might
want to be optimistic and have low expectations and high hopes.

But like Mary and Elizabeth who were expecting God to fulfil the promise of the Messiah, let us also expect Jesus to come
into our lives with joyful hope. Maybe we will get gifts that are ordinary, like handkerchiefs or socks. But let us look at the
gifts and see what God wants of us. Maybe the handkerchiefs are for us to wipe away the tears of grief and sadness from the
eyes of those who weep. Maybe the socks are meant for us to wear in our shoes so as to journey with others in their trials and
difficulties. Yes, God comes to us as gifts, whether expected or unexpected, and He will show us what He wants us to do
with those gifts. Mary and Elizabeth knew that their gifts are meant to fulfil the expectations of the coming of the Messiah.
May we also use our gifts to lead others to Jesus.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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Last Week’s Offering.

St Matthew’s Loose Cash:£284.22 Standing Orders: £673.00 Contactless Giving £73.74 Total Offering: £1030.96
St Joseph’s Loose Cash:£333.35 Planned Giving Envelopes: £134.60 Standing Orders: £415.00 Total Offering: £882.95
Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our parishes.

Final Confessions before Christmas
There are extra opportunities to make your confession in our two parishes (see back page for details) Please note that
Monday’s confessions are in St Matthew’s and not St Joseph’s as shown in the Christmas leaflet.

Parish Offices

During the Christmas Period there will be a change of hours for our parish offices.

St Matthew’s will be open on Monday 23rd December from 11.00am - 3.30pm and will re-open for normal hours on
Thursday 2nd January. It will be open on Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st December from 9.00am to 11.00am.

St Joseph’s will be open on Monday this week and then will close for the Christmas period, reopening on Tuesday 7th
January.

Weekdays after Christmas
On the weekdays after Christmas there will be no Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Therefore the Rosary will be prayed
before Mass. The normal timetable will resume on Friday 3rd January.

Contactless Giving.

The new machine for St Joseph’s has arrived but the catalogue of errors continue. They had sent the machine without a sim
card. When Fr Tom is at the back of the church he can provide an internet connection from his phone. Please use the QR
code when the machine is not connecting to the internet.

Christmas Offerings

The offerings given at the Christmas Masses go to the parish to contribute to the cost of priestly ministry in our parishes. It
does not go directly to Fr Tom. There are Christmas offering envelopes available and any offering put in them will be classed
as a Christmas Offering (as will any of the loose collection on the Christmas Masses).

If you would like to help defray the cost of our Christmas Flowers, there are envelopes marked “Christmas Flowers”. Any
donations will be gratefully received. Please place the envelope in the collection or give to the parish office.

Sponsor a Lamp

You can now sponsor the seven day lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady. (St Joseph’s will be getting
a lamp for Our Lady) A prayer intention will be attached to the lamp for that week (which will be printed). A donation of £10
for each lamp is suggested.

Appeal in Memory of Fr John Warnaby
Thank you to those who have generously donated for candles in memory of Fr John . We are aiming to raise £2000 to get all
the candles and candle holders and a lamp for Our Lady.

Teas and Coffees: Can you help?

We are looking to form a team of volunteers to serve the teas and coffees after 9am Sunday mass. We will hopefully start this
from January (on a rota basis) and look forward to strengthening the St Matthew's community! If you are able to help, please
contact Fr Tom. Thank you to those who have been in touch to volunteer!

Beware of Email Fraudsters

We have been warned by the diocese that there is a rise in scam emails targeting our parishioners. These emails impersonate
the parish priest, often using a similar email name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to
purchase Amazon or other gift cards as gifts for the priest. Never purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an
email request, (Fr Tom would never send an email asking for you to purchase gifts for him). Please double-check any
suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office. Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to
unsolicited emails.

Cardinal’s Christmas Message.

I might be getting on a bit, but I can still remember the sense of excitement as we approach Christmas. As a child, I’d say,
‘Mummy, is it Christmas yet?’ Well, this waiting is nearly at an end, and it’s beautifully expressed in these two verses of a
traditional advent hymn.

Like the dawning of the morning on the mountain’s golden heights, like the breaking of the moonbeams on the gloom of
cloudy nights, like a secret told by angels getting known upon the earth, is the Mother’s expectation of Messiah’s speedy
birth... Thou hast waited, Child of David, and thy waiting now is o 'er. Thou has seen Him, Blessed Mother, and will see Him
evermore. Oh, His human face and features, they were passing sweet to see: Thou beholdest then this moment; Mother, show
them now to me.

With those words, I wish you a very happy Christmas. I hope you find time to go to the crib, to see the Saviour’s face, to see
it held in front of us by his Blessed Mother. For He is our peace, and He is our joy, and He is the reason for me saying,
wholeheartedly, a very happy Christmas to you all.

Opening of the Jubilee Year

After the opening of the Jubilee Year by Pope Francis in Rome on Christmas Eve, the formal opening of the Jubilee Year in
all other dioceses takes place on Sunday 29th December. To mark this Cardinal Nichols will celebrate Solemn Mass in the
Cathedral on this day at 12noon. All are welcome to attend.



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

For those who are sick: Bebe Ryan, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice
Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern.and Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John
Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,
Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Rosalia Catolico, Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo,
Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin,
Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.

For those who have died recently: Wladyslaw Milkowski, Janet Downer and all who have died as a result of violence, war
and conflict or natural disaster.

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Margaret O'Connor, Brendan McDevitt, Ellen Carey, Karolina
Szymanska, Patrick Desmond Daly, Anthony Goulding, Ann Callanan, Mairead Wedgeworth, James Flynn, Michael

Deacon, Tom Burke, Margaret Cousins, Sheila Patricia Mary Cleary, Maisie Marsden

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for December For pilgrims of hope We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, helping us
to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Ann Callanan RIP
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Mary Teresa Hagan RIP

Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Alice Collins (Special Intentions)

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Micah 5:2-5a

Thus says the Lord:

You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labour has given birth;

then the rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of
the Lord,

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.

And he shall be their peace.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Bring us back, O God;
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

O shepherd of Israel, hear us,

enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth.

Rouse up your might and come to save us.

Bring us back, O God;

let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

God of hosts, turn again, we implore;

look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the stock your right hand has planted,

the son you have claimed for yourself.

Bring us back, O God;

let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.
May your hand be on the man at your right hand,
the son of man you have confirmed as your own.
And we shall never forsake you again;

give us life that we may call upon your name.
Bring us back, O God;

let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

80(79):2ac, 3b, 15-16. 18-19. R4

Second reading Hebrews 10:5-10

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he
said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a
body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, “Behold,
I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in
the scroll of the book.”’

When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and
sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the Law), then
he added, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will’. He does
away with the first in order to establish the second. And by
that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to
me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:39-45



(Saturday)

Sunday 22nd
4th Sunday
of Advent

Monday 23rd

Advent Feria

Tuesday 24th
Advent Feria

Wednesday 25th

Thursday 26th
S Stephen

Friday 27th

Saturday 28th
Holy Innocents

Sunday 29th

Worship this week
55.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph'’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - The intentions of Zachary Ward (St Joseph’s)

8.30am - 8.50am Confessions (St Matthew'’s)

9.00am: Mass - Mr Meemea RIP (St Matthew’s)

11.00am: Mass -The intentions of the Birch Family (St Joseph’s)
12.15pm - 12.45pm Confessions (St Joseph’s)

5.30pm - 5.50pm Confessions (St Matthew’s)

6.00pm: Mass -People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
10.30am - 11.00am Confessions (St Matthew's)

9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available) 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Maurice Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP  Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

4.00pm: Vigil Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Vigil Mass -People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
10.00pm: Mass of the Night -People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
Midnight: Mass of the Night -People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
11.00am: Mass -People of the Parishes Family (St Joseph’s)

9.30am: Rosary
10.00am: Mass - Deceased Members of the McMillan & Bonner Family (St Matthew’s) Church closes after
Mass

9.30am: Rosary
10.00am: Mass - The intentions of Patricia Lee (St Matthew’s) Church closes after Mass

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Deacon Braz Menezes RIP (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph'’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Mary Davitt RIP (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Peter & Ann Clifford RIP(St Matthew'’s)
11.00am: Mass -Bill Keane RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass -People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

The 2025 diary for Mass intentions is now open.
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have an intention on a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery
Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736
Emergency: 07576 455450

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan Hogg

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Representatives Colette Quirk Awaiting Appointment

Elizabeth Scudder

Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2 @safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



