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Dear Parishioners 
It is common that shortly after a man is ordained to the priesthood he returns to his home parish to celebrate his First Mass, 
or Mass of Thanksgiving. There he is in the Church he grew up in and possible was Baptized in, received his First 
Communion in, and was Confirmed. He is surrounded by family, friends and neighbours who watched him grow up and 
supported him during his years of seminary study. He begins his priestly ministry in a place that is full of memories of his 
life experiences and the joy of the local people seeing him ordained a priest. The event of a priest’s First Mass is very similar 
to what we hear in the Gospel for this weekend. We are told that after Jesus was baptized by John, and was tempted in the 
desert, he returned home. There is something rather touching in that of all the places Jesus could have begun his ministry, 
such as Jerusalem, he chose to go to his hometown. While Jesus came as Saviour of the World, he never denied that he was 
born to Mary, and grew up in Nazareth where he learned the carpenter’s trade. He returns to his hometown to his home 
synagogue and there reads from the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, and preaches his first sermon. 

Jesus chose the sixty-first chapter of the Prophet Isaiah for his reading, and when he completes it he announces that this 
passage is fulfilled in their hearing. Jesus told them that he is anointed to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
prisoners, give sight to the blind, and set free those who are oppressed. Jesus leaves his home town and the rest of his 
ministry is his doing just that, he heals the sick, comforts the sorrowing, feeds the hungry, cast out demons, brings the dead 
back to life, and proclaims the Good News. He continues to touch each one of us with his saving presence by his personal 
presence in our lives and in the ministry of the Church. Just as Jesus would send out his disciples to do great things in his 
name, he calls us to be instruments of his mission. In First Corinthians Saint Paul tells us how we can do this. He writes of 
how we, the Church, are the “Body of Christ”, and he makes a beautiful and detailed analogy of the human body with the 
members of the Church, Body of Christ. The numerous members of the Church are blessed with particular gifts and he gives 
a list of the individuals present in the church at his time; apostles, prophets, teachers, of their call to do mighty deeds. There 
is the list of the ministries that are present; healers, assistance, administration, those who speak in tongues and those who 
interpret. All of these gifts, so different in many ways, serve one purpose to build up the Body of Christ. 

The lesson in these readings is one that calls us to follow the example of Jesus and not to be afraid to minister at home and in 
our own parishes and communities. Sometimes this ministry to family and friends can be challenging and difficult, but part 
of our call is to live our faith at home. At the same time the reading from Saint Paul can give us the comfort at knowing that 
we are not alone, for we are united with all members of the Church as the Body of Christ. Christ is our head and is personally 
involved with each of us. Whether at home or away may we use the gifts we are blessed with to live and proclaim the Good 
News. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January For the right to an education We pray for  migrants, r efugees, and those affected 
by war, that their right to an education, which is necessary to build a better world, might always be respected  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) ------   Our Lady (St Matthew’s)  Rosalia Catolico RIP 
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)  ------ 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to sponsor a lamp for a particular prayer intention.  



Recent Offerings. 
Apologies for the delay in publishing these figures. Thank you for contributing towards the mission and running of our 
parishes.  

Fr Seán Carroll RIP 
Fr Seán’s funeral arrangements are as follows. 
Fr Seán’s mortal remains will be received at Most Sacred Heart church, Ruislip at 4.30pm on Wednesday 29 January. There 
will be a Requiem Mass, with Bishop James Curry presiding, at 7.00pm. Fr Seán’s Funeral Mass will at 12noon on Thursday 
30 January with the Cardinal presiding. and the homily given by Fr  Joe Ryan.  

Bebe Ryan RIP 
Bebe’s Funeral will take place in St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Letchworth Garden City, on Tuesday 11th February 
2025 at 10:30 am followed by internment at Icknield Way Cemetery. Mass will be offered for Bebe in St Joseph’s on 
Thursday 13th February at 7.00pm 

Annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes  
On Saturday 8th February at 2.30pm the Cardinal will celebrate the annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes in the Cathedral 
which will include anointing of the sick. Please contact the office if you wish to get tickets to attend.  Tickets are available 
for those who may require the sacrament, along with tickets for any helpers.  

Mass for Bereaved Parents  
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.  

Mass for Matrimony  
The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for 
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are 
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to 
put your name on the list. 

First Holy Communion Parents Meeting 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 6th February in the Hall at St Joseph’s at 7.30pm.  

Archbishop Wilson: you can find hope in Eucharistic adoration 
As part of the Jubilee year, the Archbishop of Southwark is encouraging people to turn to the Lord Jesus in Eucharistic 
adoration and have their hopes “fulfilled by Christ” The theme of Jubilee 2025 is “pilgrims of hope”, with Pope Francis 
calling on the world to “fan the flame of hope that has been given us”. In a recorded message posted on YouTube, 
Archbishop John Wilson explained that the Lord Jesus “is the reason for the hope within us” and called on us all to become 
Eucharistic disciples this year by finding hope in Eucharistic adoration. 

The Archbishop of Southwark explained that: 
“it is by understanding that the Lord Jesus is present in the Eucharist, that we can begin to understand why worship before 
the Blessed Sacrament provides such fulfilment”. 

He has therefore urged people to make spending time in Eucharistic adoration to find the hope Christ offers a priority for 
2025. 

Eucharistic adoration is an act of worshiping and adoring the Lord Jesus, who is truly present in the Eucharist, before a 
Tabernacle or Monstrance. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “because Christ Himself is present in the 
sacrament of the altar, He is to be honoured with the worship of adoration”. 

In his message, posted on YouTube and social media, the Archbishop drew on Scripture – which he said is “the light that 
guides our path” – to see where we are encouraged to take part in Eucharistic adoration. The Archbishop used the story of 
Martha and Mary in the Gospel of Luke, where the Lord Jesus explains that Mary – who chose to sit at His feet and listen to 
His teaching – chose “the good portion, which will not be taken away from her”. 

Archbishop John said this passage shows: 
“what Eucharistic adoration offers. A chance to be with the Lord and hear Him. Adoration is a chance to move away from 
the busyness of life, the distractions, the preparations and just truly be present with the Lord. Who is present there with us. 
This is what He wills, this is what He never wants taken away from us”. 

Explaining the merits of Eucharistic adoration, Archbishop John said: 

“we are all Eucharistic disciples and we must all constantly return to Eucharistic adoration. This means reorienting our lives 
as disciples toward Christ, living for him and befriending him in the Blessed Sacrament”. 

Spending time in prayer and adoration, as a Eucharistic disciple, Archbishop John explained: “you will begin to see the Lord 
Jesus more clearly. And He will see you.” 

The Archbishop of Southwark, also wrote a piece for the Catholic Herald on the campaign, where he urged people to share 
the love of Christ, to be found in adoration, feely and widely: As St Peter said, the Lord Jesus is the reason for the hope 
within us. So, this year, come to the Lord and find hope in adoration. Then go out to share his love freely and widely. 

His challenge, the Archbishop said, to us all and to himself is: “to turn to the Lord Jesus in Eucharistic adoration. As your 
heart yearns for the Lord, let it be filled with His love  

Weekday Adoration is taking place once again this week. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body 
be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor 
again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the 
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think 
less honourable we bestow the greater honour, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which 
our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 
composed the body, giving greater honour to the part that 
lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that 
the members may have the same care for one another. If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members 
of it. And God has appointed in the Church first Apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor; 

to proclaim liberty to the captives. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                 Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-2 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 
the things that have been accomplished among us, just as 
those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed 
good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the 
things you have been taught. 

At that time: Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to 
Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the 
surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified by all. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. 
And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll, and 
found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour.’ 

And he rolled up the scroll, and gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. And he began to say to them, ‘Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                 Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 

In those days: Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could 
understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh 
month. And he read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand. 
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of 
the Law. 

And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they 
had made for the purpose. And Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and 
as he opened it, all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, 
Amen,’ lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads 
and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground. Ezra 
and the Levites read from the book, from the Law of God, 
clearly, and they gave the meaning, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all 
the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept as they heard the 
words of the Law. Then he said to them, ‘Go on your way. 
Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone 
who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And 
do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     96(95):1-2a. 2b-3. 7-8a. 9-10ac. ℟3 

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 

The law of the Lord is perfect; 
it revives the soul. 
The decrees of the Lord are steadfast; 
they give wisdom to the simple.  

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 

The precepts of the Lord are right; 
they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear; 
it gives light to the eyes.  

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 

The fear of the Lord is pure, 
abiding for ever. 
The judgements of the Lord are true; 
they are, all of them, just.  

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 

May the spoken words of my mouth, 
the thoughts of my heart, 
win favour in your sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer!  

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 

 

Second reading            1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

Brothers and Sisters: Just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all 
baptised into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — 
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If 
the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: , Leslie Caesar , Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,  
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, 
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King 
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Marianne, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo,  Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, 
Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for 
whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Alexandre Silva, Bebe Ryan, Fr Sean Carroll and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Rita Lyons, Ferdinando De Nuccio, Miep Van Den Berg, John 
Holden, Thomas Watson, Kathleen O’Mara, Joe O’Kelly, Michael Cilcoyne, Ann Nicol, Hilda Jackson, John Donovan, 
Angela Leggieri, John Ahern Jnr, James Byers, Christopher Sherwin, Colette Donaghy, Betty Lynch, Grace Greaney, David 
Saines, Saverio Sanzone, Rosina Grimwade. 

Worship this week 

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Geoffrey & Coletta Moran RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  26th 9.00am: Mass - Iain Murray RIP  (St Matthew’s) 

Third Sunday  11.00am: Mass - Bridie Hanafin RIP LD (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)   

Monday 27th    9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 28th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Thomas Aquinas   10.00am: Mass - Julie Bartel RIP & Ann Matthews RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 29th  No Public Worship 

Feria  

Thursday 30th 6.00pm -6.50pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Rose Lynch RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 31st    9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

John Bosco  10.00am: Mass - Terence Lynch RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 1st   09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Saturday memorial 10.30am: Mass - Agnes & Francis Swan RIP (St Matthew’s) 

of the BVM  11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 2nd  9.00am: Mass - Saverio Sanzone RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

The Presentation 11.00am: Mass –James McCaffrey & James Martin RIP (St Joseph’s) 

of  The Lord  6.00pm: Mass –Josie & Ted RIP (Wedding Anniversary) (St Matthew’s) 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass  intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.  

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
 northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


