The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(9th February 2025)

Dear Parishioners

Our prayer can take many different forms. We probably all have our favourite prayers and our preferred way of praying. I
like prayers that are short and simple. One such prayer is often associated with the season of Advent but can be prayed any
time, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’. It is a very ancient prayer that goes back to the very early years of the church. It is a prayer that
expresses our longing for the Lord to draw near to us, to be in communion with us, to enter into our lives. We can pray this
prayer regardless of the situation in which we find ourselves.

I was reminded of that prayer by a verse in today’s gospel reading. When Peter was overwhelmed by the huge catch of fish
that resulted from Jesus’ word to him, he prayed the reverse of that prayer, not ‘Come Lord’ but ‘Leave me Lord’. The
Lord’s goodness towards him make him aware of the lack of goodness in his own life, ‘I am a sinful man’. In the presence of
great human goodness and generosity of spirit, we can become more aware of what is lacking in our own lives. In the
presence of God’s goodness we can certainly sense our own failings. Jesus did not do as Peter asked. He did not leave Peter.
Jesus had come to journey into people’s lives, not away from them. He doesn’t wait for us to reach a certain moral level
before coming into our lives. He comes to us as we are, with all our frailties and weaknesses. He wants to gift us, to grace us,
as we are.

Each of today’s three readings shows how God entered the lives of three very imperfect people, blessing them in a very
striking way. While Isaiah was at prayer in the Temple of Jerusalem, he was blessed with a vision of God’s majesty, of the
Lord seated upon a high throne, even though Isaiah, on his own admission, was a person of unclean lips who lived among a
people of unclean lips. On the road to Damascus, Paul was blessed with a vision of the risen Lord, even though at that very
moment he was persecuting the followers of the Lord. Peter the fisherman was blessed with the gift of an extraordinary catch
of fish, even though, as he acknowledged, he was a sinful man. The way the Lord relates to each one of us is how he related
to Isaiah, Paul and Peter. He bestows his favour upon us without waiting for us to do anything to deserve it. In our second
reading Saint Paul says that he is, ‘unworthy to be called an Apostle’. The Lord doesn’t relate to us on the basis of what we
deserve but simply out of the abundance of his own goodness and his love for us. He doesn’t ask us to change for the better
before giving us his favour. Rather, he bestows his favour on us to empower us to change for the better, to enable us to
become the person he wants us to become and knows we can become. As a result of the Lord’s favour towards him, Paul the
persecutor of the church became the great apostle to the pagans. Likewise, Peter the fisherman became the rock on which
Jesus built his church and Isaiah became one of the greatest prophets of Israel.

When Peter said to Jesus, ‘Leave me, Lord’, he was speaking out of a sense of unworthiness at being so greatly blessed. Yet,
Jesus wasn’t asking him to be worthy or deserving. It’s as if Jesus was saying to Peter, ‘I know you are unworthy, but I have
blessed you abundantly anyway, and I have a job for you to do’. The Lord doesn’t ask any of us to be worthy or deserving.
He wants to bless us with his presence, with his gifts, as we are, even if we are actively opposing him, as Paul was at the
time. If we say to him, ‘Leave me, Lord, because I am sinful’, he will ignore us. He wants us, rather, to pray, ‘Come, Lord
Jesus’. He wants us to open ourselves to the many ways that he can bless and grace us. He can do that whether we are at
prayer in a place of worship as Isaiah was, or going about our day job, as Peter was, or actively opposing the Lord’s good
work, as Paul was. The Lord wants to touch our lives with his gracious and generous presence, wherever we happen to be on
our life’s journey, and he will find a way to do so, if we give him half a chance, if we can bring ourselves to say with all our
heart, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’, rather than ‘Leave me, Lord’.

When we open ourselves to the Lord’s coming, he will often move us to take a direction we would never have taken if left to
ourselves. If left to themselves, Isaiah would never have become the prophet he was, Paul would never have become the
apostle to the pagans, and Peter would never have become the leader of the early church. The Lord has something important
for each of us to do, some vital contribution to make to his own good work in our world, and he can work powerfully even
through our weaknesses, if we allow him. So today, let us allow The Lord to use us as he wants by saying “Here [ am Lord,
send me”.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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St Joseph’s 100 Club

The 100 Club is up for renewal. Please do renew your subscription (or take up a subscription). Forms are available for this
weekend. Payment for your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph's bank account. Account Name WRCDT
Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579

Jubilee Companion Booklet

A Booklet for the Jubilee Year is available from both repositories.

Holy Year 2025

Sr Marie Henry Keane OP will be leading a three session programme on the Holy Year over the next three Wednesdays
(12th, 19th and 26th February) in the parish of Sacred Heart Bushey. It will be held in the parish hall from 9.55am - 11.00am.
All are welcome.

Watford Deanery
The clergy of the Watford Deanery will be visiting for the monthly deanery meeting on Tuesday. Thank you to those who
have offered help with hospitality.

Bapftism Preparation
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Thursday 27th February at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood

A Day with Mary

The next three Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on the following Saturdays. 22nd February (Holy
Apostles Pimlico) 1st March (Westminster Cathedral) 8th March (St Mellitus, Tollington Park). See the Day with Mary
website for more details. https://www.adaywithmary.org/

Mass for Bereaved Parents
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.

Mass for Matfrimony

The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to
put your name on the list.

News from “RETROUVAILLE”; A Lifeline for Troubled Marriages

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue ... or have you just stopped talking to each
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in
their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples
headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through
difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential
information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Our Lady of Lourdes Novena

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Ever Immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, we call upon
you as Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners, and Comfort
of the Afflicted.

You know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Deign to
cast upon me a look of mercy. By appearing in the Grotto of
Lourdes, you were pleased to make it a sanctuary whence
you dispense your favours, and already many sufferers have
obtained the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and
physical.

I come, therefore, with the most unbounded confidence to
implore your maternal intercession. Obtain, O loving
Mother, the granting of my requests (mention them here).

Through gratitude for favours, I will endeavour to imitate
your virtues that [ may one day share your glory.

At this point pray the Daily Prayer

O star of purity, Mary Immaculate, Our Lady of
Lourdes, glorious in your assumption, triumphant in
your coronation, show unto us the mercy of thy Son.
Virgin Mary, Queen and Mother, be our comfort, hope,
strength, and consolation. Amen.

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.
Saint Bernadette, pray for us.

Daily Prayer (Day 7 - 8" February)

Father in Heaven, who by the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary did prepare a worthy dwelling place
for your Son, we humbly beseech you that as we
contemplate the apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes, we may
be blessed with health of mind and body. O most gracious
Mother Mary, beloved Mother of Our Redeemer, look with
favour upon us as you did that day on Bernadette and
intercede with Him for us that the favour we now so
earnestly seek may be granted to us.

Daily Prayer (Day 8 - 9" February)

O Mary our Queen, from heaven itself you came to appear
to Bernadette in the Grotto of Lourdes! And as Bernadette
knelt at your feet and the miraculous spring burst forth, O
Mother of God, we kneel before you today to ask that in
your mercy you plead with your Divine Son to grant the
special favour we seek in this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 9 - 10" February)

Immaculate Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, to you we
raise our hearts to implore your intercession in obtaining
from the benign Heart of Jesus all the graces necessary for
our spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly for the grace
of a happy death. O Mother of our Divine Lord, graciously
pray for us as we conclude this novena for the special favour
we seek at this time.




Bebe Ryan RIP

Bebe’s Funeral will take place in St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Letchworth Garden City, on Tuesday 11th February
2025 at 10:30 am followed by internment at Icknield Way Cemetery. Mass will be offered for Bebe in St Joseph’s on Thurs-

day 13th February at 7.00pm
Alexandre Silva RIP

Alexandre died before in December and was buried in Portugal. This Saturday at 2.00pm there will be a special Requiem
Mass offered for his soul. All those who were unable to attend the funeral are welcome to join the family for this special time

of prayer.
Margaref Da Cunha RIP

Margaret died on Monday this last week. Her funeral Mass will be on Friday 21st February at 1.15pm followed by cremation

at Breakspear Crematorium.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe
filled the Temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had
six wings. And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!’

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of
him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I
said: ‘“Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. And
he touched my mouth and said: ‘Behold, this has touched
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.’

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send
me.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 738(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3. 4-5. 7¢-8. Rlc
In the presence of the angels I praise you, O Lord.

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart;

you have heard the words of my mouth.

In the presence of the angels I praise you.

I bow down towards your holy Temple.

In the presence of the angels I praise you, O Lord.

I give thanks to your name

for your merciful love and your faithfulness.

On the day I called, you answered me;

you increased the strength of my soul.

In the presence of the angels I praise you, O Lord.

All earth’s kings shall thank you, O Lord,

when they hear the words of your mouth.

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’

In the presence of the angels I praise you, O Lord.

With your right hand you save me;

the Lord will accomplish this for me.

O Lord, your merciful love is eternal;

discard not the work of your hands.

In the presence of the angels I praise you, O Lord.
Second reading I Corinthians 15:1-11
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I
preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,
and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the
word I preached to you — unless you believed in vain.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then
he appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the
least of the Apostles, unworthy to be called an Apostle,
because I persecuted the Church of God. But by the grace of
God I am what I am, and his grace towards me was not in
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you
believed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Follow me, says the Lord,

and I will make you fishers of men.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: The crowd was pressing in on Jesus to hear the
word of God. He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret,
and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into
one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put
out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the
people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, ‘Master, we toiled
all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down
the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a
large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they
began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were
astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” And when
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and
followed him.

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 5:1-11



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai,
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead
Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we
have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Bebe Ryan, Fr John Buckley, Margaret Da Cunha, Mary Quirk, Marianne Faithfull and
all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Fr Joseph Francis, Christopher Emmanuel, Harry Doherty,
Matthew Power, Leo Haynes, George Taylor, Mary Russell, Hugh Williams, Kate Robinson, David Notley, Michael
Anthony, Margaret Faux, David Stone, Elizabeth Conroy, Mary Kennedy, Frances Pickering, Alma Capitelli, Sarah Ball.

Worship this week
(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jimmy & Kitty McEvilly RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 9th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
Fifth Sunday in 11.00am: Mass - James & Peggy Loftus RIP (St Joseph’s)
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Anne Townley RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)
Monday 10th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Cecily Bell (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Maithew’s)
Tuesday 11th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Our Lady of Lourdes10.00am: Mass - Nora Crawley RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)
Wednesday 12th ~ No Public Worship

Feria

Thursday 13th 6.00pm -6.50pm:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph'’s)

Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Bebe Ryan RIP (Month’s Mind) (St Joseph's)

Friday 14th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer

Ss Cyril & 10.00am: Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

Methodius

Saturday 15th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

Saturday memorial 10.30am: Mass - Vincent Vu Anh Tuan (Birthday) (St Matthew'’s)

of the BVM 11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction

2.00pm: Requiem Mass for Alexandre Silva RIP
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Alfred Birch RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 16th 9.00am: Mass - Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Matthew’s)
Sixth Sunday in 11.00am: Mass —People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass —Mairead Wedgeworth RIP & Kevin Wedgeworth RIP (St Maithew’s)

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for February For vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We pray that the ecclesial
community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in the
priesthood and religious life.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Alice Manuel (Special Intns - Healing) Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Those struggling at this time
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Maurice Rodrigo RIP

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl M ﬁrrmg Linda Grimes
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Tel: 01923 0736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsgg@safe ardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




