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Dear Parishioners 
In 2019 I was on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with other recently ordained priests from our diocese.. I remember being in a 
part of the land that was quite barren and noticing the impact that the river Jordan made on that barren land. On either side of 
the river was a green line of vegetation that from a distance looked like a large green snake making its way through the 
barren landscape. It brought home to me the life-giving power of flowing water, even in an arid landscape. Today’s first 
reading and responsorial psalm put me in mind of that scene. Jeremiah refers to a ‘tree tree planted by water, that sends out 
its roots by the stream’, whose ‘leaves remain green’ and that ‘does not cease to bear fruit’. The responsorial psalm makes 
reference to a ‘tree that is planted beside the flowing waters, that yields its fruit in due season and whose leaves shall never 
fade’. For both Jeremiah and the psalmist the tree by the water that never ceases to bear fruit and that remains green, even in 
time of drought, is an image of those who have placed their trust in the Lord, and whose lives are rooted in the Lord. 

Any one of us can find ourselves in a period of drought at some point in our lives, when life seems barren and harsh; we 
struggle to keep going; the elements seem to be against us. What keeps us going when we find ourselves in those 
inhospitable places? What prevents us from drying up and shrinking into ourselves when we experience life as something of 
a wilderness? The first reading and the psalm suggest that it is our connection with the Lord that keeps us vibrant and fruitful, 
even when the place in which we find ourselves threatens to drain us of life. We do not have to bring about that connection 
with the Lord ourselves. The Lord has already created that connection with us. He says in the gospel of John, ‘I am the vine, 
you are the branches’. The Lord, through his life, death and resurrection, and the sending of the Spirit, has grafted us into 
himself, rooted us in himself. We have responded to that initiative of the Lord. Our parents responded for us when they 
brought us for baptism. In the course of our lives we have made our own that response of our parents on our behalf. Our 
presence at Mass is a sign of that. Our calling is to keep on responding to the initiative that the Lord keeps taking towards us 
in grafting us into himself. The Lord who says, ‘I am the vine, you are the branches’, then calls out to us, ‘Remain in me’. 
Our task is to remain in the Lord who has taken us into himself. As we remain in the Lord, we will draw life from him, like 
the tree that remains beside the flowing waters. 

When Jesus looked out on his disciples in this morning’s gospel reading, he recognized people who were in something of a 
wilderness. He addresses his disciples there as poor, hungry and weeping. In a sense, life had become more of a struggle for 
them since they left their nets to follow Jesus. Getting involved in Jesus’ way of doing things had brought new demands, and, 
in one way, left them poorer, more vulnerable. Yet, Jesus declares to his struggling disciples that they are blessed, because in 
getting involved in his way of doing things, and in remaining with him, they would come to experience the abundance of 
God’s generosity. When our own following of the Lord makes demands on us and leaves us feeling vulnerable, the Lord 
declares us blessed too. Our efforts to walk in the way of the Lord will make demands on us; it will often mean taking the 
path less travelled. Some people looking at our lives might see us as losing out. Yet, the Lord assures us that what we might 
have put aside in order to be faithful to him will seem very little in comparison to what we will receive from him. Our 
remaining in the Lord can appear to leave us more vulnerable at times. The gospel reading assures us, however, that in our 
vulnerability we will know the Lord’s strength. We will find our happiness in remaining in the Lord and in allowing him to 
live out his life in us. 

In the gospel reading, the Lord makes a promise to his struggling disciples, ‘yours is the kingdom of God’. That same 
promise is made to disciples in every generation, to us today. That promise begins to be fulfilled for us in this life. We begin 
to experience the presence of the kingdom of God, as we come to know the Lord’s strength in our weakness, the Lord’s life 
in our barren times. We believe, however, that we will only experience the fullness of God’s kingdom in the next life. Paul 
says in the second reading, ‘If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.’. We look 
forward in hope to that eternal moment when, in the words of the book of Revelation, the Lamb will guide his followers to 
springs of the water of life. 

The gospel reading suggests that appearances can be deceptive. Those who seem to be losing out, because they place their 
trust in the Lord rather than in themselves are, in reality, blessed. Those who seem to have it all are in reality unfortunate, in 
so far as their trust is only in themselves. The readings today invite us to root our lives in the Lord, and to go where he takes 
us, in the hope and trust that he is leading us to springs of living water.  

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



St Joseph’s 100 Club 
The 100 Club is up for renewal. Please do renew your subscription (or take up a subscription). Forms are available for this 
weekend. Payment for your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph's bank account. Account Name WRCDT 
Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579  If you wish to be in the draw next weekend, please make 
sure you have returned your form and made your payment by Tuesday. 

Margaret Da Cunha RIP 
Margaret died on Monday this last week. Her funeral Mass will be on  Friday 21st February at 1.15pm followed by cremation 
at Breakspear Crematorium. 

Jubilee Companion Booklet 
A Booklet  for the Jubilee Year is available from both repositories. 

Holy Year 2025 
Sr Marie Henry Keane OP will be leading a three session programme on the Holy Year over the next three Wednesdays 
(12th, 19th and 26th February) in the parish of Sacred Heart Bushey. It will be held in the parish hall from 9.55am - 11.00am. 
All are welcome. 

Watford Deanery 
Thank you to the excellent team who catered for the deanery meeting on Tuesday. It was a great team effort and the food was 
wonderful. Clergy have been calling to give their thanks and praise for such a tasty occasion. 

Baptism Preparation 
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Thursday 27th February at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood 

 A Day with Mary  
The next three Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on the following Saturdays. 22nd February (Holy 
Apostles Pimlico) 1st March (Westminster Cathedral) 8th March (St Mellitus, Tollington Park). See the Day with Mary 
website for more details. https://www.adaywithmary.org/  

Mass for Bereaved Parents  
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.  

Mass for Matrimony  
The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for 
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are 
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to 
put your name on the list. 

Readers at Mass 
Both our parishes are looking for volunteers to read at Mass on a Sunday. If you want to read to a smaller congregation, why 
not volunteer to read at a midweek Mass? 

Parish Finance Committees 
One of the requirements of Canon Law is that each parish has a finance committee. Canon Law states ‘ In each parish there is 
to be a finance committee to help the parish priest in the administration of the goods of the parish’. As we are two parishes, 
we have two Finance Committees. Some of our members (in both parishes) are now needing to stand down for various 
reasons and we thank them for all the work that they have done, and support that they have given to our parishes. We are 
therefore looking for some volunteers to serve on our Finance Committee. The committees meet four times a year (and do 
various bits of work between meetings). If you would be happy to offer your skills (or you know someone else who might 
have skills that would be needed) then speak with Fr Tom in the first instance. 

News from “RETROUVAILLE”; A Lifeline for Troubled Marriages 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each 
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in 
their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples 
headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps 
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through 
difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential 
information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  

Assisted Suicide Bill 
The Committee stage of the Assisted Suicide Bill has begun its time of scrutiny of the bill. This week has seen concerns 
come to the fore. The Bill’s proposer has already begun watering down safeguards that were offered at the second reading - 
namely that any decisions would go before a High Court Judge (which in some ways was never realistic). There are also 
concerns at the make up of the committee - The Committee has been ‘stacked’ with a higher number of MPs who support the 
Bill. Nearly twice as many witnesses supported assisted suicide than the number who opposed it Important voices have been 
excluded, including the Government’s chief Suicide Prevention Strategy Advisor, the British Geriatrics Society and a number 
of disability rights groups, senior palliative care doctors and legal experts with relevant expertise. MPs must be aware of the 
serious issues in the scrutiny of Kim Leadbeater’s Bill. It’s vital they know your concerns and vote against it at Third 
Reading.  

Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/ASBillAction to write to your MP - it takes just 30 seconds! 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not 
been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in 
your sins. And what is more serious, all who have died in 
Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been for this 
life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people. 

But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-
fruits of all who have fallen asleep. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                    Luke 6:17,20-26 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of 
level ground where there was a large gathering of his 
disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of 
Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he 
said: 

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of 
God. 
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied. 
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh. 

Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse 
you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son 
of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for 
then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way 
their ancestors treated the prophets. 

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your 
consolation now. 
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry. 
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep. 
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was 
the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                         Jeremiah 17:5-8 

The Lord says this: 

‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, 
who relies on things of flesh, 
whose heart turns from the Lord. 
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: 
if good comes, he has no eyes for it, 
he settles in the parched places of the wilderness, 
a salt land, uninhabited. 

‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord, 
with the Lord for his hope. 
He is like a tree by the waterside 
that thrusts its roots to the stream: 
when the heat comes it feels no alarm, 
its foliage stays green; 
it has no worries in a year of drought, 
and never ceases to bear fruit.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm            1:1-4,6 

Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

Happy indeed is the man 
who follows not the counsel of the wicked; 
nor lingers in the way of sinners 
nor sits in the company of scorners, 
but whose delight is the law of the Lord 
and who ponders his law day and night. 

Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

He is like a tree that is planted 
beside the flowing waters, 
that yields its fruit in due season 
and whose leaves shall never fade; 
and all that he does shall prosper. 

Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

Not so are the wicked, not so! 
For they like winnowed chaff 
shall be driven away by the wind: 
for the Lord guards the way of the just 
but the way of the wicked leads to doom. 

Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

Second reading        1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20 

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, 
how can some of you be saying that there is no resurrection 

Preparing For Lent 
Lent is just over two weeks away. Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 5th March. Please can you return your palms from 
last year so that we can burn them to make ash for this year. Baskets will be at the back of both our churches after today. 

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Mass with the imposition of Ashes will be held at the following times.  
9.15am Mass (with the School) (St Joseph’s) 
10.30am Mass  (St Matthew’s) 
7.00pm Mass  (St Matthew’s) 

Stations of The Cross in Lent 
Each parish will have the Stations of the Cross in Lent. Each Friday morning it will follow the 10.00am Mass in St 
Matthews. On Friday evenings we will have Stations of the Cross at 7.00pm in St Joseph’s. We are looking for groups of 
volunteers from both parishes to lead our Friday evening Stations. Please see Fr Tom to offer your services. 

Suggested Lenten Reading 
In this 2025 Lent Book, Bishop Erik Varden starts by examining the New Testament where it spells out why Christ’s 
wounds were efficacious for the healing of humankind. He contends that while this theological perspective is fundamental, it 
often falls short of addressing the emotional and spiritual needs of believers. Suffering by nature poses questions people 
wrestle with today in many fields of life with counsellors, therapists, philosophers, and spiritual directors. But the 
conundrum remains and in this book Bishop Varden sets out to resolve it.  



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,  
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, 
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King 
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead 
Bushnell, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we 
have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Bebe Ryan, Fr John Buckley, Margaret Da Cunha, Mary Quirk, Marianne Faithfull  and 
all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Frances Pickering, Alma Capitelli, Sarah Ball, Bridy Kirby, 
Tamara Jones, Susie Pearce, Peter Maxwell-Brodie, Anne Kennedy, Nora Goulding, Barrie Jervis, Merlinda Depacaquibo, Fr 
Ronald Aylward, Stanley Nutkin, Rev Wilfred Beale, Belinda Negus, Patrick Price, John Shelly, Tom Grant, Fr Michael 
Hollings, Nicola De Nuccio, Molly Doyle, Vera Cleveland, Greta Johnson. 

Worship this week 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Alfred Birch RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  16th 9.00am: Mass - Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Sixth Sunday in 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Mairead Wedgeworth RIP & Kevin Wedgeworth RIP (St Matthew’s)  

Monday 17th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Jim Pitts RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 18th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Michael & Patricia Wilson (Diamond Wedding Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 19th  No Public Worship 
Feria  

Thursday 20th : No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Mary Micheau RIP  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 21st    9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Sebastian De Falco RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   1.15pm: Funeral Mass of Margaret Da Cunha RIP St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 22nd  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

The Chair of  Saint 10.30am: Mass - Geraldine Higgins (Special Intentions) (St Matthew’s) 

Peter the Apostle 11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paula Statham (Intentions) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 23rd  9.00am: Mass - Karla Sabina Murray (Birthday) (St Matthew’s) 
Seventh Sunday in 11.00am: Mass –Mary Curran RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass –People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for February  For vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We pray that the ecclesial 
community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in the 
priesthood and religious life.  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Chiara & Fredrico (Special Intentions) Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Pope Francis (Healing)  
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)  Fr John Warnaby RIP 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass  intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


