The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
i (23rd February 2025)

Dear Parishioners

There is a great deal of conflict in our world. We are very aware of how much violence people inflict on others. We have all
been disturbed by the conflict in the Middle East and Ukraine and by the level of violence leading to the injury and death of
completely innocent men, women and children. We are aware of conflict and violence closer to home, in our own country,
our own neighbourhood, our own families. Great hatred and anger often lie behind the conflict and violence that pervades our
world.

Jesus was well aware that he and his disciples would meet with conflict and violence, with hatred and anger. Speaking to his
disciples in today’s gospel reading, he refers to their enemies, those who hate them, curse them and treat them badly. Jesus
himself would end up at the receiving end of terrible violence and hatred, resulting in his being crucified. The issue of how to
respond to violence, conflict and hatred was a live issue for Jesus and his disciples. It is not surprising that he addresses this
issue head on. His way of addressing this issue has often seemed unrealistic and unreasonable to many. He calls on his
disciples to love their enemies, to do good to those who hate them, to bless those who curse them, to pray for those who treat
them badly. This is a call that is addressed to us all. We are all very aware of how difficult it is to answer this call. Jesus is
calling us here to a way of life that doesn’t come naturally to us, that goes against the grain.

We often refer to people who talk the talk but don’t walk the walk. On this issue, Jesus not only talked the talk but he walked
the walk. He loved those who treated him badly. He refused the request of his disciples to call fire down from heaven on a
Samaritan village that had rejected him. He healed the injured ear of a member of the group who came to arrest him. As he
hung from the cross, he prayed for his executioners, asking God to forgive them because they did not know what they were
doing. When his own disciples abandoned him at the hour of his passion and death, he did not abandon them. As risen Lord,
he appeared to them and renewed his love for them and his call on them to follow him. Wherever he encountered rejection,
betrayal, disloyalty, hatred, Jesus responded with love, goodness and forgiveness. He couldn’t respond in any way. It was
who he was. It was who God was and Jesus was Emmanuel, God-with-us. He was the only Son of God the Father who, in the
words the gospel reading, is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is calling on us to be like him, to be God-like. We can be forgiven for thinking that this is a
step too far. How can we be God-like, we who are all too human? How can we be kind to the ungrateful and wicked? How
can we love our enemies, do good to those who hate us, and pray for those who treat us badly? Yet, Jesus does not ask us to
do the impossible. He knew that, with his help, we can live in this extraordinarily generous way. Indeed, he would have said
that we are created to live in this way, to love others unconditionally. Saint Paul had never met Jesus while Jesus was
engaged in his public ministry. However, he met the risen Lord, and he had a deep understanding of the life, death,
resurrection and message of Jesus. In his letter to the church in Rome, he calls on them, ‘If your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink... Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good’. This
is very much in keeping with the call of Jesus in today’s gospel reading. We would have a very different world if people took
that calling to heart.

Paul knew, as Jesus did, that it is very tempting to return evil for evil, to give as good as we get, as we say nowadays. Yet,
when evil is returned for evil it just increases the measure of evil in the world. When hatred is returned for hatred, the power
of hatred grows. Throughout his life, and especially as he hung from the cross, Jesus overcame evil with good. Just as Jesus’
enemies were doing their worst to him, nailing him to a cross, Jesus was most powerfully revealing God’s unconditional love
for all humanity. On the cross, when hatred seemed to have triumphed, love was at its strongest. When Jesus rose from the
dead, he poured the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God’s love, upon his disciples and he continues to pour that Spirit upon us all,
so that, in the power of the Spirit, we too can overcome evil with good. Overcoming evil with good continues to be the
Lord’s work today, in and through all of us who are temples of his Spirit and members of his body. At the end of the day, evil
can only ever be overcome by goodness. That is what we are praying for, when we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Thy kingdom
come’.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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St Joseph’s 100 Club

The 100 Club is up for renewal. Please do renew your subscription (or take up a subscription). Forms are available for this
weekend. Payment for your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph's bank account. Account Name WRCDT
Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579 This weekend’s planned draw is to be postponed until
next weekend. Linda will be ringing round on Tuesday to check if some people want to renew their subscription..

St Matthew’s 200 Club

The February Draw will take place in the hall after the 9.00am Mass on Sunday.

St Joseph’s Day

On Wednesday 19th March we celebrate the Solemnity of St Joseph. We will have two Masses that day. There will be a
Mass for St Joseph’s school at 9.15am. We will then have a Sung Mass in the evening at 7.00pm. As it is our feast of title
and a solemnity we can (if we wish) take a break from our Lenten fasts, so we will have a party to celebrate the life of our
parish. If you are able to help with the party, please contact Linda in the office. Mark the date!!

Serving at St,Joseph’s
All servers at St Joseph’s are invited to attend a training session on Saturday afternoon (1st March) at 4.00pm. If you don’t
serve at St Joseph’s but would like to, please come along.

Jubilee Companion Booklet

A Booklet for the Jubilee Year is available from both repositories.

Baptism Preparation
The next Baptism preparation evening will be this Thursday 27th February at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood

A Day with Mary

The next Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on the following Saturdays. 1st March (Westminster
Cathedral) 8th March (St Mellitus, Tollington Park). See the Day with Mary website for more details. https://
www.adaywithmary.org/

Mass for Bereaved Parents
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.

Mass for Matfrimony

The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to
put your name on the list.

Readers af Mass

Both our parishes are looking for volunteers to read at Mass on a Sunday. If you want to read to a smaller congregation, why
not volunteer to read at a midweek Mass?

Parish Finance Committees

One of the requirements of Canon Law is that each parish has a finance committee. Canon Law states ‘ In each parish there is
to be a finance committee to help the parish priest in the administration of the goods of the parish’. As we are two parishes,
we have two Finance Committees. Some of our members (in both parishes) are now needing to stand down for various
reasons and we thank them for all the work that they have done, and support that they have given to our parishes. We are
therefore looking for some volunteers to serve on our Finance Committee. The committees meet four times a year (and do
various bits of work between meetings). If you would be happy to offer your skills (or you know someone else who might
have skills that would be needed) then speak with Fr Tom in the first instance.

Preparing For Lent

Lent is just over a week away. Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 5th March. Please can you returm your palms by next
Sunday from last year so that we can burn them to make ash for this year. Baskets are at the back of both our
churches.

Ash Wednesday Masses

Mass with the imposition of Ashes will be held at the following times.

9.15am Mass (with the School) (St Joseph’s)

10.30am Mass (St Matthew's) 7.00pm Mass (St Matthew’s)

Stations of The Cross in Lent

Each parish will have the Stations of the Cross in Lent. Each Friday morning it will follow the 10.00am Mass in St
Matthews. On Friday evenings we will have Stations of the Cross at 7.00pm in St Joseph’s. We are looking for groups of
volunteers from both parishes to lead our Friday evening Stations. Please see Fr Tom to offer your services.

Suggested Lenten Reading

Fr Tom has two books ready for his Lenten reading. He is going to read Healing Wounds by Bishop Erik Varden. If you
want to find out a bit more about the book go to the publishers website https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/healing-wounds-
9781399410403/

He is also going to read Passions of The Soul by former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams. More Details can be
found at https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/passions-of-the-soul-9781399415682/

If you would like to share any suggestions for Lent in next week’s newsletter, please let Fr Tom know by Thursday morning.




Invitation for all our young adulfs

Joel's Bar is a young adults ministry which runs Catholic Charismatic events serving those between ages 18 and 28. We are
passionate about seeing young people inspired and equipped to live an authentic Christian life in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Joel's Bar 2025 is a week full of opportunities for young adults being held at Worth Abbey, Crawley from 6th to 11th
April. The week includes the Sacraments, praise and worship, prayer ministry, personal prayer, small group discussion,
workshops, sports, evenings of entertainment and lots of time to socialise and build community in our Cafe and Bar!

Further details and tickets are available now at https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/ . Your ticket includes accommodation and all
meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) - the food at Worth Abbey is delicious, high-quality and there's lots of choice - we're
sure you'll enjoy meal times!

You are warmly welcomed to come on the journey with us, whether as part of a CathSoc or Christian Union, diocesan youth
team or youth group, coming with friends, family or alone. We can't wait to see you!!

For any adults who wish to support the work of Joel's Bar with a donation, there is also a "Giving" link on the website. The
Lord has blessed us abundantly and we trust that He will continue to help us ensure all our events are open to as many people
as possible.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading 1 Samuel 26.2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23  Second reading I Corinthians 15:45-49

In those days: Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of
Ziph with three thousand chosen men of Israel to seek David
in the wilderness of Ziph.

David and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay
Saul sleeping within the encampment, with his spear stuck in
the ground at his head, and Abner and the army lay round
him. Then Abishai said to David, ‘God has given your
enemy into your hand this day. Now please let me pin him to
the earth with one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike
him twice.” But David said to Abishai, ‘Do not destroy him,
for who can put out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and
be guiltless?” So David took the spear and the jar of water
from Saul’s head, and they went away. No man saw it or
knew it, nor did any awake, for they were all asleep, because
a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen upon them.

Then David went over to the other side and stood far off on
the top of the hill, with a great space between them. David
said, ‘Here is the spear, O king! Let one of the young men
come over and take it. The Lord rewards every man for his
righteousness and his faithfulness, for the Lord gave you into
my hand today, and I would not put out my hand against the
Lord’s anointed.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 703(102):1-2. 3-4. 8, 10. 12-13. R8a
The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all within me, his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and never forget all his benefits.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

It is the Lord who forgives all your sins,

who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with mercy and compassion.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

He does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our faults.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

As far as the east is from the west,

so far from us does he remove our transgressions.
As a father has compassion on his children,

the Lord’s compassion is on those who fear him.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

Brothers and Sisters: ‘The first man Adam became a living
being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is
not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the
spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust;
the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so
also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of
heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have
borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the
image of the man of heaven.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

A new commandment I give to you, says the Lord,
that you love one another, just as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I say to you who
hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To
one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you; and from
one who takes away your goods, do not demand them back.
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

‘If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you?
For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do
good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil.

‘Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and
you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it
will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with
the measure you use it will be measured back to you.’

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 6:27-38



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai,
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead
Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we
have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Mary Quirk, Barbara Kaye, Margaret Parker and all who have died as a result of
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Vera Cleveland, Greta Johnson, James Keegan, Mary Adams,
Maureen Cuss, Joan Ryder, Edmund Rossi, Molly Ging, Alice Bradley, Patrick O'Shea, Margaret Saines, Frank Martini,
Clem Nicol, Thomas Rattigan, Eoin Coyle, Alec Enskat, May Lloyd, James Noble.

Worship this week
(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paula Statham (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 23rd 9.00am: Mass - Karla Sabina Murray (Birthday) (St Matthew’s)

Seventh Sunday in  11.00am: Mass —Mary Curran RIP (St Joseph’s)
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass —People of the Parishes (St Maithew’s)

Monday 24th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 25th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Tom-Joe & Betty Murphy RIP (Anniversary) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)
Wednesday 26th ~ No Public Worship

Feria

Thursday 27th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)

Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Bebe Ryan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)

Friday 28th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Saturday 1st 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Intentions) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

Sunday 2nd 9.00am: Mass - Giovann Anita Edgardo Angelino RIP (St Matthew'’s)
Eighth Sunday in ~ 11.00am: Mass - John Walsh RIP (St Joseph’s)
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Lucy Breen (Special Intentions) (St Maithew’s)

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for February For vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We pray that the ecclesial
community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in the
priesthood and religious life.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Michael Quirk RIP  Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Maureen Cuss RIP
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) John Crowle RIP

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeiguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg afeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




