Whenever we talk about portable lighting, the first thing that comes to mind will be the torch light. Essentially the torch light
would be made up of a bulb that is powered by batteries. As long as we have a torch light , we won’t fear the dark that much,
because at the press of a switch, we would have instant light. But before the invention of the torch light, it was candles.
Candles are certainly not as versatile as the torch light, but they will do the job when there is a blackout and when the battery
in the torch light is flat. So the humble candle is still practical and useful and it makes good sense to have some candles
around the house, just in case. Also it would look rather odd to have a birthday cake with torch lights. How are we going to
blow off the torch lights? But candles are not just for birthday cakes. In the church, candles have a spiritual meaning and a
spiritual purpose. Lighted candles have been used in worship and in devotions for long time, and its meaning is as clear as
the light it emits - the Light of Christ shines out to dispel the darkness of sin and fear. Lighted candles are used in worship
and in the celebration of the Sacraments. It is also good to note that the Easter candle is put at a prominent location during
Baptism and at the funeral Mass, and those are the two important points of life.

Today as the church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, candles are blessed at the beginning of the Mass.
The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord can be understood as the conclusion of the series of feasts that began at
Christmas. Christmas presents to us the birth of the Saviour at Bethlehem. The Epiphany celebrated His manifestation to the
world. The Presentation reminds us of the offering of our Saviour in the Temple as the Victim who will reconcile God and
man. So why is there the blessing of candles on this Feast of the Presentation? What has candles got to do with the
Presentation of the Lord? The connection between the feast of the Presentation and the blessing of candles is essentially that
Christ is the Light of the world, and the church uses lighted candles as a symbol of that Light. As the Divine Light, Jesus
shined on Simeon who look forward to Israel’s comforting. It had been revealed to Simeon that he would not see death until
he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. And when Mary and Joseph brought in the Child Jesus to do for Him what the Law
required, Simeon took Him in his arms, and he uttered a fulfilment and revelation. Simeon can now go in peace because his
eyes have seen his Saviour. And that Saviour is also the Light of the world. It was also a fulfilment and a revelation for the
84 year-old Anna who came by just at that moment and began to praise God, and she spoke of the Child to all who looked
forward to the One who would deliver them from oppression and injustice. So Simeon and Anna had their longings fulfilled
when they saw the Light, and even as they closed their eyes to this world, the Light would lead them on to the Eternal Light.

Jesus came to bring light to the world. His light enlightened Simeon and Anna and they could go in peaceful fulfilment. But
His light also prepared Mary to face the darkness of the sword that will pierce her soul at the appointed time. And so we have
blessed these candles and we bring them home. But the candles would have no significance if they are not lighted. And we
light the blessed candles in prayer and with devotion. We let the Light of Christ shine on us as we pray so that our longings
will also be fulfilled and that we will be at peace.

The Light of Christ will shine through the darkness of this present time and the darkness cannot overcome the light. This
darkness will pass and the Light of Christ will prevail. So let us light the blessed candles and pray, and may the Light of
Christ shine brightly to bring us peace and healing.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church ™ 'E St Joseph’s Church
32 Hallowell Road, = 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood - Watford
HA6 1IDW WDI19 7SW

Parish Office Hours Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm



The next meeting will take place on Thursday 6th in the Hall at St Joseph’s at 7.30pm.

A Booklet for the Jubillee Year is available from both repositories.

The traditional blessing of throats on the Feast of St Blaise will take place after Mass on Monday..

On the Bishops’ Conference website lay Catholic Matt Parkes explained how his father decided against killing himself when
he got diagnosed with a neurodegenerative disease, allowing beautiful moments of reconciliation between a family that had
had many struggles.

With the Assisted Dying Bill currently making its way through Parliament, which would make assisted suicide legal, Matt
expressed great gratitude that his father, Jeff, ultimately opted against ending his life prematurely.

This decision gave Jeff the chance to reconcile himself with his ex-wife, and also his daughter, both of whom he had been
estranged from. To hear more of Matt’s story, you can listen to the full podcast at https://episodes.castos.com/
catholicchurch/1949683/c1e-nn35iSrmj0fdx548-qdwvkr9wi710-cezga7.mp3

In the Podcast, Matt says

“If he’d gone ahead with that or Dignitas or whichever route he’d eventually worked out a way of doing, what would have
happened was that reconciliation, for example, with my mum would never have happened.

“The relationship that was then finally almost rebuilt and really deepened with my sister wouldn’t have happened. My dad,
he liked Western movies, but he also liked books. Louis L.’ Amour was one of his favourites... He liked lots of reading. He’d
read The Economist and the Financial Times and the Sun, all at the same time...

“But he also loved these Western books. Louis L’ Amour was one of his favourite authors. My sister would sit with him, even
in the very, very end, right at the very end, she would sit with him in the hospital, eventually, when he died, holding his hand
and reading Louis L’ Amour.”

Matt’s sister and Jeff had a difficult relationship, with Jeff spending a lot of time out of the house when her and Matt were
growing up, and also arguing a lot with their mother.

Yet these final moments were a precious gift both to Jeff, and Matt’s sister.

Matt said:

“Even though he could no longer speak by that point, he had to raise a voice so that he could hear. But he was able to give
indication with a sound that he was able to hear her, and wanted her to continue reading. So he was able to enjoy this
experience right the way till the end.”

He added:

“I was chatting with her [his sister] about it, just reminiscing. She said it was such a precious time, such a unique time. It was
so rich. It was such a blessing. There was such a connection that was able to be made there. He actually died in the end
holding her hand.

“She was reading to him. She was reading a Louis L’ Amour, and that’s when he died.”

Things could have been very different, Matt explained, as when Jeff first fell ill and was unsure what was going on, he was
adamant that he didn’t want to live any longer.

Matt said:

“In 2011, he was really determined to end his life. He said to me, I need you to help me. I said, ‘Well, I’'m sorry, but I can’t
do that’. He didn’t have a faith. I’'m a Catholic, and I explained to him, ‘Listen, I know you’re going to disagree with me as
soon as I say this, but I can’t collude in that. I can’t assist in that.’

“We debated it, quite heated debate, because he really strongly disagreed with it. He would go into quite a detailed thinking
about how he would do it and everything.

“For about six months, it was very difficult because he would speak to me quite often about it, and I would try and encourage
him to get additional help or speak to people, other people, professionals about it, his doctors, but he didn’t really want any
of that interference as he saw it.”

Eventually, in 2014, Matt said, “He was diagnosed with this condition called PSP, which stands for Progressive Supranuclear
Palsy, which is a very rare condition. It’s like a mix between Parkinson’s disease and motor neuron disease, something like
that.”

Those moments with Jeff on his death bed are now precious memories for Matt and his sister:

“I took some photos the day before he died of my mum holding his hand. That was something my sister and I looked at it
afterwards and thought, when we were little children, we wouldn’t have ever envisaged seeing that.”



The 100 Club is up for renewal. Please do renew your subscription.

The clergy of the Watford Deanery will be visiting for the monthly deanery meeting on Tuesday 11th February. They will
have a meeting and lunch. If you are able to assist with the lunch (serving or cooking) please speak with Linda.

Bebe’s Funeral will take place in St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Letchworth Garden City, on Tuesday 11th February
2025 at 10:30 am followed by internment at Icknield Way Cemetery. Mass will be offered for Bebe in St Joseph’s on Thurs-
day 13th February at 7.00pm

On Saturday 8th February at 2.30pm the Cardinal will celebrate the annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes in the Cathedral
which will include anointing of the sick. Please contact the office if you wish to get tickets to attend. Tickets are available
for those who may require the sacrament, along with tickets for any helpers.

A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.

The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for cou-
ples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are celebrat-
ing any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to put your
name on the list.

Monthly Offertory Figures

The First Sunday of each month will be when we show the St Matthew’s St Joseph’s
weekly offerings of the last month. We will also have any news £ £
from our Finance Committees. 05 January 2025
Loose Plate 298.32 269.38
Thank you for your generosity towards the Christmas Offerings Envelopes 153.92
which goes towards paying for priestly ministry in the parishes. = Standing Orders 3222.67 735.00
The amounts givens were as follows Contactless 49.17
Weekly Total 3570.16 1158.30
St Matthew’s £1868.65
St Joseph’s £1329.99 12 January 2025
Loose Plate 399.82 335.27
Each month in 2025 our parishes will pay the following Envelf)pes 136.60
amount to the diocese. Standing Orders 503.00 470.00
, 5 724.01 Contactless 24.58
StMatthew’s  £2,724.0 Weekly Total 927.40  941.87
St Joseph’s £1,205.67
These figures are calculated on the Assessable income that each IR R
parish received in 2023 Loose Plate 422.54 287.36
Envelopes 262.5
Standing Orders 772.00 363.00
Contactless 88.59
Weekly Total 1283.13 912.86
26 January 2025
Loose Plate 254.23 316.71
Envelopes 158.5
Standing Orders 360.00 330.00
Contactless 59.01
Weekly Total 673.24 805.21

Monthly Offerings 6453.93 3818.24



“Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5), but strengthens us in times of trial
Dear brothers and sisters,

We are celebrating the 33" World Day of the Sick in the Jubilee Year 2025, in
which the Church invites us to become “pilgrims of hope”. The word of God
accompanies us and offers us, in the words of Saint Paul, an encouraging
message: “Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5); indeed, it strengthens us in
times of trial.

These are comforting words, but they can also prove perplexing, especially for those who are suffering. How can we be
strong, for example, when our bodies are prey to severe, debilitating illnesses that require costly treatment that we may not be
able to afford? How can we show strength when, in addition to our own sufferings, we see those of our loved ones who
support us yet feel powerless to help us? In these situations, we sense our need for a strength greater than our own. We
realize that we need God’s help, his grace, his Providence, and the strength that is the gift of his Spirit.

Let us stop for a moment to reflect on how God remains close to those who are suffering in three particular ways:
through encounter, gift and sharing.

1. Encounter. When Jesus sent the seventy-two disciples out on mission (cf. Lk 10:1-9), he told them to proclaim to the sick:
“The kingdom of God has come near to you” (v. 9). He asks them, in other words, to help the sick to see their infirmity,
however painful and incomprehensible it may be, as an opportunity to encounter the Lord. In times of illness, we sense our
human frailty on the physical, psychological and spiritual levels. Yet we also experience the closeness and compassion of
God, who, in Jesus, shared in our human suffering. God does not abandon us and often amazes us by granting us a strength
that we never expected, and would never have found on our own.

Sickness, then, becomes an occasion for a transformative encounter, the discovery of a solid rock to which we can hold fast
amid the tempests of life, an experience that, even at great cost, makes us all the stronger because it teaches us that we are not
alone. Suffering always brings with it a mysterious promise of salvation, for it makes us experience the closeness and reality
of God’s consoling presence. In this way, we come to know “the fullness of the Gospel with all its promise and life”

2. This brings us to the second way that God is close to the suffering: as gift. More than anything else, suffering makes us
aware that hope comes from the Lord. It is thus, first and foremost, a gift to be received and cultivated, by remaining “faithful
to the faithfulness of God”, in the fine expression of Madeleine Delbrél .

Indeed, only in Christ’s resurrection does our own life and destiny find its place within the infinite horizon of eternity. In
Jesus’ paschal mystery alone do we attain the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God” (Rom 8:38-39). This “great hope” is the source of all those small glimmers of light that help us to see our way
through the trials and obstacles of life. The risen Lord goes so far as to walk beside us as our companion on the way, even as
he did with the disciples on the road to Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-53). Like them, we can share with him our anxieties, concerns
and disappointments, and listen to his word, which enlightens us and warms our hearts. Like them too, we can recognize him
present in the breaking of the bread and thus, even in the present, sense that “greater reality” which, by drawing near to us,
restores our courage and confidence.

3. We now come to God’s third way of being close to us: through sharing. Places of suffering are frequently also places of
sharing and mutual enrichment. How often, at the bedside of the sick, do we learn to hope! How often, by our closeness to
those who suffer, do we learn to have faith! How often, when we care for those in need, do we discover love! We realize that
we are “angels” of hope and messengers of God for one another, all of us together: whether patients, physicians, nurses,
family members, friends, priests, men and women religious, no matter where we are, whether in the family or in clinics,
nursing homes, hospitals or medical centres.

We need to learn how to appreciate the beauty and significance of these grace-filled encounters. We need to learn how to
cherish the gentle smile of a nurse, the gratitude and trust of a patient, the caring face of a doctor or volunteer, or the anxious
and expectant look of a spouse, a child, a grandchild or a dear friend. All these are rays of light to be treasured; even amid the
dark night of adversity, they give us strength, while at the same time teaching us the deeper meaning of life, in love and
closeness (cf. Lk 10:25-37).

Dear brothers and sisters who are ill or who care for the suffering, in this Jubilee you play an especially important part. Y our
journey together is a sign for everyone: “a hymn to human dignity, a song of hope”. Its strains are heard far beyond the
rooms and beds of health facilities, and serve to elicit in charity “the choral participation of society as a whole” in a harmony
that is at times difficult to achieve, but for that very reason is so comforting and powerful, capable of bringing light and
warmth wherever they are most needed.

The whole Church thanks you for this! I do as well, and I remember you always in my prayers. | entrust you to Our Lady,
Health of the Sick, in the words that so many of our brothers and sisters have addressed to her in their hour of need:

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities,

but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

I bless you, along with your families and loved ones, and I ask you, please, not to forget to pray for me.

FW A
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 14 January 2025



Our Lady of Lourdes Novena

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Ever Immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, we call upon you as Health of

the Sick, Refuge of Sinners, and Comfort of the Afflicted.

You know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Deign to cast upon me
a look of mercy. By appearing in the Grotto of Lourdes, you were
pleased to make it a sanctuary whence you dispense your favors, and
already many sufferers have obtained the cure of their infirmities, both

spiritual and physical.

I come, therefore, with the most unbounded confidence to implore your
maternal intercession. Obtain, O loving Mother, the granting of my

requests (mention them here).

Through gratitude for favours, I will endeavour to imitate your virtues

that I may one day share your glory.
At this point pray the Daily Prayer

O star of purity, Mary Immaculate, Our Lady of Lourdes, glorious in
your assumption, triumphant in your coronation, show unto us the mercy
of thy Son. Virgin Mary, Queen and Mother, be our comfort, hope,

strength, and consolation. Amen.

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.
Saint Bernadette, pray for us.

Daily Prayer (Day 1 - 2™ February)

Our Lady of Lourdes, chosen from all eternity to be the
Mother of the Eternal Word and in virtue of being the
Immaculate Conception, we kneel before you as did young
Bernadette at Lourdes and pray with childlike trust in you
that as we contemplate your glorious appearance at Lourdes,
you will look with mercy on our present petition and secure
for us a favourable answer to the request for which we are
making this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 2 - 3™ February)

We give you thanks, Almighty God, for sending your
Blessed Mother to the Grotto of Lourdes, saying to Saint
Bernadette: I am the Immaculate Conception. O Immaculate
Mary, inflame our hearts with one ray of the burning love of
your pure heart. Let them be consumed with love for Jesus
and for you, in order that we may merit one day to enjoy
your glorious eternity. O dispenser of His graces here below,
take into your keeping and present to your Divine Son the
petition for which we are making this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 3 - 4™ February)

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. O star of sanctity, as on that day in Lourdes
you spoke to Bernadette and a fountain sprang forth from
the ground, bringing with it miracles from our Lord. Now I
beseech you to hear our fervent prayer and grant us the
petition we now so earnestly seek.

Daily Prayer (Day 4 - 5™ February)

Queen of Heaven, we your wayward children join our
unworthy prayers of praise and thanksgiving to those of the
angels and saints and your own. We pray the Holy Trinity
may be glorified in heaven and on earth. Our Lady of
Lourdes, as you looked down with love and mercy upon
Bernadette as she prayed her rosary in the grotto, look down
now, we beseech you, with love and mercy upon us. Obtain
for us the graces from your Divine Son and dispense them to
us in in our needs, in particular for the special favour we
seek in this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 5 - 6" February)

O Mother of God and our mother, from the heights of your
dignity look down mercifully upon us while we, full of
confidence in your unbounded goodness and confident that
your Divine Son will look favourably upon any request you
make of Him in our behalf, beseech you to come to our aid
and secure for us the favour we seek in this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 6) - 7" February

O Blessed Mother, so powerful under your title of Our Lady
of Lourdes, to you we raise our hearts and hands to implore
your powerful intercession in obtaining from the gracious
Heart of Jesus all the helps and graces necessary for our
spiritual and temporal welfare and for the special favor we
so earnestly seek in this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 7 - 8" February)

Father in Heaven, who by the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary did prepare a worthy dwelling place
for your Son, we humbly beseech you that as we
contemplate the apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes, we may
be blessed with health of mind and body. O most gracious
Mother Mary, beloved Mother of Our Redeemer, look with
favor upon us as you did that day on Bernadette and
intercede with Him for us that the favour we now so
earnestly seek may be granted to us.

Daily Prayer (Day 8 - 9" February)

O Mary our Queen, from heaven itself you came to appear
to Bernadette in the Grotto of Lourdes! And as Bernadette
knelt at your feet and the miraculous spring burst forth, O
Mother of God, we kneel before you today to ask that in
your mercy you plead with your Divine Son to grant the
special favor we seek in this novena.

Daily Prayer (Day 9 - 10" February)

Immaculate Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, to you we
raise our hearts to implore your intercession in obtaining
from the benign Heart of Jesus all the graces necessary for
our spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly for the grace
of a happy death. O Mother of our Divine Lord, graciously
pray for us as we conclude this novena for the special favor
we seek at this time.
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Blessing of Candles at the beginning of Mass

Once the candles have been lit the following antiphon is
said

Behold, our Lord will come with power,
to enlighten the eyes of his servants.

Dear brothers and sisters,

forty days have passed since we celebrated the joyful feast
of the Nativity of the Lord.

Today is the blessed day

when Jesus was presented in the Temple by Mary and
Joseph.

Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law,

but in reality he was coming to meet his believing people.
Prompted by the Holy Spirit,

Simeon and Anna came to the Temple.

Enlightened by the same Spirit,

they recognized the Lord

and confessed him with exultation.

So let us also, gathered together by the Holy Spirit,
proceed to the house of God to encounter Christ.

There we shall find him

and recognize him in the breaking of the bread,

until he comes again, revealed in glory.

After the address the Priest blesses the candles, saying,
with hands extended:

Let us pray.

O God, source and origin of all light,

who on this day showed to the just man Simeon

the Light for revelation to the Gentiles,

we humbly ask that,

in answer to your people’s prayers,

you may be pleased to sanctify with your blessing =
these candles, which we are eager to carry in praise of
your name,

so that, treading the path of virtue,

we may reach that light which never fails.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

He sprinkles the candles with holy water without saying
anything, (and puts incense into the thurible for the
procession).

Then the Priest the lighted candle prepared for him and the
procession begins, with the Priest announcing

Let us go in peace to meet the Lord
All respond
In the name of Christ. Amen.

All carry lighted candles. As the procession moves forward,
the antiphons that follow is said,
or at morning Masses, the hymn is sung.

Ant. A light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of
your people Israel.

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace, in accordance
with your word.

Ant. A light for revelation to the Gentiles . ..
For my eyes have seen your salvation.

Ant. A light for revelation to the Gentiles . ..
Which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples.

Ant. A light for revelation to the Gentiles . ..
(At the morning Mass)

Now let your servant go in peace:

for praise and blessing here increase;
for in our midst your word is done
and you have sent your Promised One.

Before the peoples you prepare

your way of life which all may share.
Your saving power is now made known;
among the nations love is shown.

Child, you are chosen as a sign

to test the human heart and mind;
your secrets hidden in the night
shall be revealed in piercing light.

Now let us sing our Saviour's praise,
and tell God's goodness all our days,
while breath is ours, let praise be heard
for God's own faithful, saving word.



Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Malachi 3:1-4

Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I send my messenger, and
he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his Temple; and the messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings
in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 24(23):7.8. 9. 10. RSa
The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!
O gates, lift high your heads;

grow higher, ancient doors.

Let him enter, the king of glory!

The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!
Who is this king of glory?

The Lord, the mighty, the valiant;

the Lord, the valiant in war.

The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!
O gates, lift high your heads;

grow higher, ancient doors.

Let him enter, the king of glory!

The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!
Who is this king of glory?

He, the Lord of hosts,

he is the king of glory.

The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!

Second reading Hebrews 2:14-18

Since the children share in flesh and blood, Jesus himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery. For surely it is not angels that he
helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he
had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted,
he is able to help those who are being tempted.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

A light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to the
Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the
Law of the Lord, ‘Every male who first opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of
turtle-doves, or two young pigeons’.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And he came in the Spirit into the Temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to
the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said,

‘Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.’

And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said
about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his
mother, ‘Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed —
and a sword will pierce through your own soul also — so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.’

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having
lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the Temple, worshipping with fasting
and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all
who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according to the
Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom. And the favour of God was upon him.
The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 2:22-40




Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,
Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai,
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Sinead
Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we

have been praying together recently.

Bebe Ryan, Fr John Buckley, Marianne Faithfull and all who have died as a result of

violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.

Saverio Sanzone, Rosina Grimwade, Irene Harris, John O’Sullivan,

Choo Holliday, Peter Jones, James Linehan, Tiziano Torrisi, Fr Joseph Francis, Christopher Emmanuel, Harry Doherty.

(Saturday)

Sunday 2nd

Monday 3rd

Tuesday 4th

Wednesday 5th
S Agatha

Thursday 6th
S Paul Miki
Friday 7th
Feria
Saturday 8th

Saturday memorial
of the BVM

Sunday 9th
Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Saverio Sanzone RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am: Mass - James McCaffrey & James Martin RIP (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Mass - Josie & Ted Stone RIP (Wedding Anniversary) (St Matthew’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Rosemary & Oliver McCooey RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Bebe Ryan (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)

No Public Worship

6.00pm -6.50pm:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph'’s)

7.00pm: Mass - Kathleen Jones RIP (St Joseph’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Michael Wilson (Birthday) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jimmy & Kitty McEvilly RIP (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
11.00am: Mass —James & Peggy Loftus RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass —Anne Townley RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)

For vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We pray that the ecclesial

community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in the
priesthood and religious life.

Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Ben Wright RIP (Anniversary)  Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Joe Aldridge (Special Intention)
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Fr John Warnaby RIP

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan Hogg

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



