The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Second Sunday of Lent
(16th March 2025)

Dear Parishioners

Since the beginning of Lent, I seem to have spent a lot of time hearing confessions, mostly with our younger parishioners.
Our First Holy Communion children have made their first confessions over this last week or so (and parents have also been
to confession) and [ have had a number of afternoons in St Joseph’s school hearing confessions too. This week, workmen
have dug up the road outside St Matthew’s and so the road outside is closed. This means that there are a number of warning
signs telling us that the road is closed or there is a diversion. I have been struck by the number of people who have ignored
the signs and have ploughed on irrespectively. This has meant that they discover that they have gone the wrong way and so
need to change the route and turn around. I have found myself thinking that this situation is a wonderful image for Lent. We
go the wrong way and need to change.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear the story of Jesus’s Transfiguration. During our Lenten journey, we are called to be
transformed and hear God’s voice tell us, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him.” Like those first disciples, we can
become afraid but we acknowledge how good it is to be here with the Lord.

Do you remember a time when someone or something changed before your eyes and even though you were afraid, you saw
the beauty of that moment? Jesus’s transfiguration is a glimpse of transformation to which we are all called to experience in
the resurrection. However, we are called to live day by day, remembering that God is faithful to his promise. While we must
endure many fears, hardships, and pain on our journey of life, the only thing that will endure is God’s love for us.

The call of God is not just for us to have a mountain-top experience but to live this mountain-top experience on the ground in
the midst of those who hunger and thirst to hear that they are God’s beloved. We will forever hold sacred and be encouraged
on our faith journey by our experience and memory of Jesus, transfigured and broken for us. We worship Jesus as one who
was sent from God to show us what it means to be human. Jesus invites us, with our many weaknesses, to grow in
holiness. We may not see great visions, but we must still follow God faithfully. Without faith, we cannot please God.

No matter what’s going on in your life, God is in control. Never lose heart. Do not be afraid. God’s plan for our lives will
always lead us through whatever we are experiencing. We trust in the power of God to see us through this difficult and
uncertain time. During this season of Lent, we are called to be the dream of God living in this world. Our transfiguration
comes when we are willing to place before God all that blinds us and keeps us from trusting him.

We need a revival. A moment to lift our voices with strength and call on the name of the Lord. Let this moment be our
moment of transfiguration. We ask God to break the chains that bind us! We ask God to speak a healing word into our lives.
We ask God to lead us and guide us on this journey as we strive to change. Jesus is pardon for the sinner and a shepherd who
invites us to listen. We all can change. We are never alone. God’s mission has a church and a people who seek what is right
and just. We are his pilgrim people following Jesus, the one who God calls his beloved.

Our lives are filled with transfigurations and change. These moments can cause us fear, surprise, and hope. We are called to
be attentive to moments where God is revealed in our lives. We are called to open our eyes and hearts to deepen our
relationship with Jesus in our lives. I hope that our Lenten practices may lead us to a greater love of The Lord.
With all my prayers and best wishes
Fr Tom
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Fr John Memorial

The oil candles, candle holders and lamp for Our Lady have arrived. We will bless them this weekend and they will be in
place for the Solemnity of St Joseph. Thank you to all who contributed to this.

Parish Offices

St Joseph's office will be closed on Tuesday.

St Matthew’s office qill only be open from 9.00am to 11.00am on Thursday and Friday.

St Joseph’s Day

On Wednesday we celebrate the Solemnity of St Joseph. We will have two Masses that day. There will be a Mass for St
Joseph’s school at 9.15am. We will then have a Sung Mass in the evening at 7.00pm. As it is our feast of title and a
solemnity we can (if we wish) take a break from our Lenten fasts, so we will have a party to celebrate the life of our parish. If
you are able to contribute some refreshments for the party, please sign up!

A Day with Mary

The next Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on the following Saturdays. 29th March (Mary, Mother of
God, Ponders End). 5th April (St Mary Magdalen, Whetstone) 12th April (Our Lady & St Michael, Garston,) See the Day
with Mary website for more details. https://www.adaywithmary.org/

Lent Second Collections

Next week we will have a second collection. The bishops of England and Wales have asked us to support the Shrine of Our
Lady of Walsingham next weekend as part of the Jubilee Year.

Mass for Bereaved Parents
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.

Mass for Matrimony

The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to
put your name on the list.

Readers at Mass
Both our parishes are looking for volunteers to read at Mass on a Sunday. If you want to read to a smaller congregation, why
not volunteer to read at a midweek Mass?

Greg Birch
This Lent Greg Birch is taking part in the Big Lent Walk, walking 200km over 40 days to raise money for
CAFOD's work around the world.

Your donations can change lives. Every £1 raised through the Big Lent Walk will help fight poverty
globally in countries like Afghanistan, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South
Sudan. Support Greg's Big Lent Walk for CAFOD at https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/gregd-big-lent
-walk-for-cafod , or using the QR code

Rosary for Pope Francis
Each evening the Cardinals in Rome are praying The Rosary at 9.00pm (8.00pm UK time) for the health of Pope Francis. If
you would like to join them in prayer you can get it on EWTN or via the Vatican News Website https://
www.vaticannews.va/en.html

Invitation for all our young adulfs

Joel's Bar is a young adults ministry which runs Catholic Charismatic events serving those between ages 18 and 28. We are
passionate about seeing young people inspired and equipped to live an authentic Christian life in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Joel's Bar 2025 is a week full of opportunities for young adults being held at Worth Abbey, Crawley from 6th to 11th
April. The week includes the Sacraments, praise and worship, prayer ministry, personal prayer, small group discussion,
workshops, sports, evenings of entertainment and lots of time to socialise and build community in our Cafe and Bar!

Further details and tickets are available now at https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/ . Your ticket includes accommodation and all
meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) - the food at Worth Abbey is delicious, high-quality and there's lots of choice - we're
sure you'll enjoy meal times!

You are warmly welcomed to come on the journey with us, whether as part of a CathSoc or Christian Union, diocesan youth
team or youth group, coming with friends, family or alone. We can't wait to see you!!

For any adults who wish to support the work of Joel's Bar with a donation, there is also a "Giving" link on the website. The
Lord has blessed us abundantly and we trust that He will continue to help us ensure all our events are open to as many people
as possible.

Parish Finance Commiffees

One of the requirements of Canon Law is that each parish has a finance committee. Canon Law states ‘ In each parish there is
to be a finance committee to help the parish priest in the administration of the goods of the parish’. As we are two parishes,
we have two Finance Committees. Some of our members (in both parishes) are now needing to stand down for various
reasons and we thank them for all the work that they have done, and support that they have given to our parishes. We are
therefore looking for some volunteers to serve on our Finance Committee. The committees meet four times a year (and do
various bits of work between meetings). If you would be happy to offer your skills (or you know someone else who might
have skills that would be needed) then speak with Fr Tom in the first instance.




St Joseph’s Planned Giving Envelopes
These are available at the back of church.

Talks at Allen Hall

To celebrate the Jubilee Year and the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, the Diocesan Seminary at Allen Hall is
to host a series of talks on ‘Exploring the Theological Virtue of Hope and its Relation to the Nicene Creed’. The dates and
themes of the talks are as follows:

Saturday 22nd March (in Lent): Consubstantial with the Father — Christ our Hope’
Saturday 7th June (Eve of Pentecost): The Holy Spirit — ‘Taste and Dynamism of Hope’
Saturday 6th December: Advent - The Great Season of Hope in which to Contemplate the Last Things.

There will also be a focus on St Thomas More and our Douai Martyrs as witnesses to hope. The pattern for the afternoons is
as follow:

3pm Talk (with opportunity for questions/discussion)

4.30pm Refreshments

Spm Tour with explanation of Allen Hall’s history

5.30pm Sung Vespers with devotions to the Martyrs including veneration of St Cuthbert Mayne’s relic — ending by
approx. 6pm.

The talks are open to anyone. However, because of available space, numbers will be limited to around 50. You are welcome
to come just for the talk. To reserve a place for the talks, kindly email Monica Ruiz Herrera at parector@rcdow.org.uk by
the Wednesday before each talk at the latest.

Easter Talks

RECOGNISING THE RISEN LORD - A short series of talks by Fr John Deehan.. . 4 Look at the Easter Narratives in
the Gospels of Year C Tuesday 22nd April. Apocalypse: New Testament Eastertide Readings for Year C Tuesday 22nd
April. 6:30pm- 8:00pm Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SWIP 1QN BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Contact:
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk

Confirmation Candidates at Flame. (Hot off the Press) CYMFED N

On Saturday morning our Confirmation Candidates and catechists left from St Matthew’s
go to Wembley to join over 10,000 young Catholics from all over England and Wales.

Lots of high octane music, moments of prayer and reflection, and a wonderful presentation
from Bear Grylls




Novena fo St Joseph

This prayer is used each day after the daily reflection.

Almighty God, you have chosen Saint Joseph to be the mainstay of Jesus and Mary, the wise and
faithful servant in whom they could trust. We pray that he may truly be the guardian of your

Church; that he may inspire with confidence those who are devoted to him; that he may give
security to those who work in the vineyard of Your Son; and finally, that he may be a source of strength to us, who
wish, like him, to dedicate ourselves to Christ's service, now and in times to come. Amen.

Day 6 (Saf 15th) Joseph-Man of Prayer

"Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for
the Passover Festival. ." Lk. 2.41

Joseph as head of the family observed the religious
festivities with his family. He would attend the synagogue in
Nazareth on the Sabbath, and go up to the Temple for the
major feasts. But he also would have prayed at meals, at
certain hours of the day; he would have used words like
"alleluia", "hosanna", "amen"; he would have prayed and
sung the Psalms. In the silence of his prayer time he would

have known that God spoke to him.

We are all called to be people of prayer. We can't be
content with where we are in our prayer life there is so
much more for us. We need to enter more deeply into the
prayer of the Church in the Liturgy, we need to make more
meaningful our daily prayer practices, we need to listen to
God in prayer. May St. Joseph help us to grow up more as
people of prayer.

Day 7 (Sun 16th) ~Joseph-~Teacher of Jesus
"And Joseph named him Jesus." Matt. 1.25

Name-giving was something very solemn and significant in
the Bible. "To know someone's name was to have access to
the mystery of his being." Joseph, "the man closest to
Jesus" must, like Mary, have pondered deeply on this
remarkable child. Yet Joseph as head of his household had
the task of teaching Jesus his prayers, taking him to sit with
the men in the synagogue, introducing him to the
Scriptures, presiding over his "coming of age" (bar
mitzvah) at 13, teaching him the various rituals of the
devout Jew.

In our days many fathers of families have lost their sense of
place in the family; many provide weak leadership,
especially in the area of religious practice. We must pray
that the example of Joseph will inspire Christian fathers to
assume their rightful role of leading their children in
worship of our heavenly Father. May fathers provide firm
and clear standards of Christian behaviour to their families
in a society that is losing its spiritual foundations.

Day 8 (Mon 17th)-Joseph the Workman
"Isn't he the carpenter's son?" Matt. 13.55

In Mark's Gospel we read of how the people said of Jesus
"Is this not the carpenter?” He learned his trade from
Joseph, who must surely have been as diligent at his work as
he was at his religious duties. He knew the dignity of work,
the "homage of work" (Vat. II) - that makes man's efforts
part of the redemptive work of Jesus himself He probably
also knew the evil of unemployment; there would be times of
hardship in Nazareth when people had no money to give
work to Joseph and Jesus.

Modern man tends to view work only as a means of making
money; too often work is thought of as a means to satisfy
one's instincts of greed. The machine has taken over from
the craftsman. There is little sense of pride in workmanship.
Let us ask St. Joseph to help us see our work as service for
others, as a sharing in the work of redemption; a means of
bringing order and beauty out of chaos, a means of making
our world a better place.
Day 9 (Tues 18th) ~Joseph-Man of Loving
Service
"Who is the faithful and farsighted servant whom the
master has put in charge of his household to dispense
food at need?" Matt. 24.45
The Jewish ideal man was someone who was "righteous”,
someone who actively obeyed God's word, who did his will.
Joseph acted instantly when he knew God's will. His was a
life of loving service. He served his family, he served his
village neighbours, he served his God. No wonder Christian
piety has imagined his "happy death" in the presence of
Jesus and Mary. .
May St. Joseph's example and intercession help us to grow
in loving service in our families, in our places of work, in all
our relationships. May we learn to "wait in joyful hope for
the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ", and may
we share one day in the loving service of the heavenly
banquet in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Memorare fo St. Joseph

Remember, O most pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, my great protector, Saint Joseph, that no one ever had recourse
to your protection, or implored your aid without obtaining relief. Confiding therefore in your goodness, I come before you.
Do not turn down my petitions, foster father of the Redeemer, but graciously receive them. Amen.

Masses for St Joseph’s Day

Wednesday 19th March.
Mass (with St Joseph's School)
Mass (followed by Parish Party)

9.15am

7.00pm
ALL WELCOMFE




Lenfen Exiras.

During Lent in addition to our normal timetable we have the following things.

Sundays

8.00pm Holy Hour concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Thursdays

6.00pm - 6.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (St Joseph’s)

Fridays

10.30am Stations of the Cross followed by Rosary (after Mass in St Matthew’s)

11.30am Lenten Lunch in Fr Bebb Room (money raised will be donated to the local hospice)
7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)

Prayer Intentions
Pope’s Prayer Intention for March For families in crisis. We pray that broken families might discover the cure for
their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts, even in differences.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Fr Michael Dayley RIP
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) No Intention

Our Lady (St Matthew’s) No Intention
Our Lady (St Joseph’s) Fr John Warnaby RIP.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18  Second reading Philippians 3:17-4:1

In those days: God brought Abram outside and said, ‘Look
towards heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to
number them.” Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring
be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

And he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you out
from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.’
But he said, ‘O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all
these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the
other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And
behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. When the
sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking
firepot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To
your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 27(26):1. 7-8b. 8c-9c. 13-14. Rla
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread?

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
O Lord, hear my voice when I call;

have mercy and answer me.

Of you my heart has spoken,

‘Seek his face.’

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;

hide not your face from me.

Dismiss not your servant in anger;

you have been my help.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord; be strong;

be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord!
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and keep your
eyes on those who walk according to the example you have
in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to
be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him
even to subject all things to himself. Therefore, my brothers
and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
From a bright cloud, the Father’s voice was heard:
“This is my beloved Son, listen to him’..

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Gospel Luke 9:28b-36

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus took with him Peter and John and James
and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was
praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his
clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were
talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory
and spoke of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were
with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully
awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with
him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to
Jesus, ‘Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah’ —
not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as
they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud,
saying, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!’
And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.
And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything
of what they had seen.

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Pope Francis, Ann Archer, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn
Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John
Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,
Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James
Wilson, Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others
for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Mary Wong, Barbara Kaye, Nora Theresa Casey, Eileen Patricia Cillo, Gary Wade and
all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Thomas Stone, Thomas Cowie, Mary Hill, Denis Rosario, Amelia
O’Kelly, Thomas Conroy, Margaret Ment, Walter Simon, Fr Lionel Keane, Linda Butler, Emma Regan, Philip Lewis, Lisa
O’Sullivan, James Faux, John O’Gorman, Stephen Cillo, Betty Brown, Kathleen Bamber, Michael Loftus, Donald Bolton,
Patricia Backman, Patricia Sibley, Elizabeth Lee, Mike Ginley, Catherine Shelley, Reg Peters, John McCormack, Dora
Aggett, Amina Salaroli, Yolande Koosenlin, Linda O’Brien.

Worship this week

(Saturday)

Sunday 16th
Second Sunday
Of Lent

Monday 17th

Tuesday 18th
Lent Feria

Wednesday 19th

Thursday 20th
Lent Feria

Friday 21st
Lent Feria

Saturday 22nd
Lent Feria

Sunday 23rd
Third Sunday
Of Lent

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Helen Birch RIP (2nd Anniv) (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Patricia Lee & Family (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am: Mass —People of the Parishes (St Joseph's)

6.00pm: Mass —Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Matthew'’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Maureen Cuss RIP (6th Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

4.00pm: Reception of the Body of Barbara Kaye RIP(S: Matthew’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - William Byrne RIP & Christopher Petch RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
11.30am: Funeral Mass - Barbara Kaye RIP (St Matthew'’s)

9.15am: - People of the Parish - (with school). (St Joseph’s)

7.00pm: - Fr Michael Daley RIP (1st Anniv) (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) (6.00-6.30pm Confessions)
7.00pm: Mass - Mary Anton (Thanksgiving) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Rosalia Catolico RIP
Followed By Stations of The Cross and Rosary (St Matthew’s)

7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Joseph’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Maureen King RIP (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Doreen Buckley (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Sheila Ann Day RIP (1st Anniv) (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - Bebe Ryan RIP (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s
Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes
Siobhan 0§§
Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives mail:
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




