The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Third Sunday of Lent
(23rd March 2025)

Dear Parishioners

We know from our own experience that life can be fragile. We are healthy one day and the next day we fall seriously ill. A
loved one who seemed well dies suddenly. A plane crashes, a building collapses, and lives are lost with no warning. As we
get older, our life becomes more fragile, but even young lives can be very fragile. Sometimes people can lose their lives
suddenly because of the violence done to them by others. At the beginning of today’s gospel reading, people report such an
incident to Jesus. Pilgrims from Galilee to Jerusalem were brutally put to death by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. Jesus
has his own story to tell of the fragility of life, reporting on a tower that suddenly fell down at Siloam, just beyond the walls
of Jerusalem, killing eighteen people.

Reflecting on these two incidents, Jesus rejects any suggestion that those who died from these disasters were greater sinners
than anyone else. There was a train of thought at the time that personal suffering was the result of personal sin. That outlook
was reflected in a question that Jesus’ disciples once asked him. Coming across a man who was blind from birth, they asked,
‘Who sinned, this man or his parents?’ Jesus dismissed the question, saying, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned’. Even
today people of faith can sometimes be of the view that personal suffering is a sign of personal sin. When something bad
happens to them, they might ask ‘What did I do to deserve this?” Jesus wouldn’t hesitate to answer, ‘Nothing!” Of course,
there can be a link between sin and suffering in people’s personal lives. If I do something that is seriously wrong, with
harmful consequences for others, it will often rebound on me; I will suffer for it in some way. However, Jesus dismisses any
simplistic link between suffering and sin.

Jesus does draw a lesson from those two incidents of the fragility of life. Because life is fragile and we can never be sure
which day is our final day on earth, every day, according to Jesus, we need to repent. What does Jesus mean by ‘repent’? To
repent literally means to have a change of mind or heart; it is a turning around. We need to keep turning more fully towards
the Lord who is always turned towards us. We need to keep seeking the Lord who is always seeking us. In that sense,
repentance is not so much finding the Lord but allowing him to find us. The Lord is always seeking us out, calling out to us
to turn towards him, and hoping we will respond. Very often his call will come to us in the midst of our daily lives. In
today’s first reading Moses was going about his daily chores as a shepherd, guiding his flock to pasture, when the Lord called
out to him. The Lord’s presence took the form of a bush that was blazing without being burned up. Moses heard God say to
him that he was standing on holy ground. So much of our day to day lives can be holy ground. Whenever we hear the call of
the Lord and respond to it in the course of our day we are standing on holy ground. Whenever we turn towards the Lord who
is always turned towards us and try to answer his call, we are standing on holy ground. The Lord’s call will always move us
out towards others in loving service. God had a very definite task for Moses. He was to go as God’s messenger to God’s
suffering people. The Lord’s call will often take that form for us too. In turning towards the Lord and listening to his call, we
will often find ourselves moved to go as the Lord’s messenger to those who are suffering in some way. Whenever people
journeys in loving service with the suffering and the vulnerable, there holy ground is to be found, even if there is devastation
all around.

When Moses asked God for his name, God replied, ‘I am who I am’. God’s name is an assurance of his presence. God is
always in the present moment, in the here and now, seeking us out, calling out to us, hoping we will let ourselves be found by
him. The parable that Jesus speaks in the gospel reading suggests that God’s presence in the here and now is a faithful and
patient presence. When a fig tree failed to give fruit for three years in a row, the vineyard owner wanted to cut it down.
However, the gardener was a more patient and hopeful man. He felt that if he was given one more year to invest time and
energy in that tree, he would get it to bear fruit eventually. There is an image there of Jesus’ ministry and of his way of
relating to us today. The Lord is not in the business of cutting us down. We may have been slow in the past to turn towards
him and answer his call, to live lives that bear the fruit of his Spirit, the fruit of loving kindness. Yet, the Lord continues to
invest in us, because he always looks upon us with hopeful eyes and that gives us hope too. In the Lord’s eyes, a fruitless past
need not mean a barren future..

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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St Joseph’s Day

Thank you to all who came to Mass on St Joseph’s Day. Both Masses were joyous
occasions with our school in the morning and the party after the evening Mass.
Thank you for all who contributed to the food and especially to our CWL who
worked hard in preparing and clearing up the hall. There were some incredible cakes
including the one pictured here.

Our Confirmation Candidates
A huge well done to our Confirmation Candidates who represented our parishes so g .
well at Flame last weekend and for leading Stations of the Cross on Friday evening.

Lent Second Collection.

This weekend we will have a second collection. The bishops of England and Wales have asked us to support the Shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham next weekend as part of the Jubilee Year. Thank you for your generosity.

Holy Week Volunfteers

In a few weeks time we will celebrate Holy Week. We will need readers and servers to volunteer for our Masses. As we only
have one priest, we will therefore have a joint Mass on Maundy Thursday and a joint Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night.
This year they will both be at St Matthew’s. It would be great to have volunteers from both parishes taking part. If you want
to sing at any of the Holy Week liturgies, please get in touch with Fr Tom. Leaflets giving all the details of Holy Week in
both churches will be available next weekend.

Readers at St Matthew’s

We have been blessed with a number of people wishing to read at Mass. For a number of years we have had a rota to sign up
to. Colette Quirk has taken on the task of co-ordinating readers. An extra blessing that has arisen is that we also have a
number of people willing to read during the week, especially new people. As a result, we need to have a rota for weekday
Masses too. Colette will also co-ordinate this rota. If you would like to read at any Mass in St Matthew’s, please contact
Colette with your availability on colettequirk@gmail.com

Companion Needed

Kind Companion (paid or voluntary) required for lovely lady with very mild dementure, 1 minute walk from St. Matthew's
Church. Tue, Wed, Thurs afternoons - days & times to be agreed. Contact Elvadia on northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk or via
the office at Northwood.

Still time fo stop assisted suicide becoming law

When the Private Members’ Bill seeking to legalise assisted suicide passed its Second Reading and vote back in November
2024, it felt like a dark day — one that could lead to a fundamental shift in our culture regarding end-of-life care. Not only
that, concerns were aired and remain that the most vulnerable could be coerced into a bad choice, or be made to feel a real
burden on those around them. Now in the latter weeks of the Committee Stage ahead of the Report Stage, attention is also
falling on the myriad of problems with this Bill. The Bishops are opposed in principle but, in addition, the Bill clearly
generates more questions than it answers. Will the hospice movement be allowed to continue to punch above its under-
funded weight to deliver the end of life care services it is heralded for? Will palliative care be invested in and bolstered in all
areas of England and Wales? Will healthcare professionals, many Catholic, be afforded the freedom of conscience not to
participate in an assisted death? Will the trusted doctor-patient relationship be forever changed? If made law, would this
grease the ‘slippery slope’ pulling other vulnerable groups into scope? Clearly this is something we have witnessed in other
jurisdictions where assisted suicide is legal.

Safeguards were promised. A key assertion was the need for a judge to sign-off on a request for an assisted death. No longer
necessary, apparently. However you cut it up and amend it, this remains a flawed bill that has not been given the time, and
indeed scrutiny, required to legislate on a crucial matter of life and death.

Now is the time to act ahead of the Third Reading and vote at the end of April or start of May. You can still make your voice
heard to oppose assisted suicide. “All is not lost, and we must continue to fight this Bill, especially for the Third Reading,”
says Bishop John Sherrington, the Lead Bishop for Life Issues. “It’s really important that people write to their MPs. You can
either write a letter, use the cards that come from Right to Life, or use the e-campaign link. But we need to tell MPs of our
concerns and why we’re opposed to this Bill.”

You can hear Bishop John’s interview at https://episodes.castos.com/catholicchurch/1996762/c1e-8rgpho7mwmb1070j-
wwb6ogk61c3v6-jltsfS.mp3

Lourdes 2025

The annual diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes led by Cardinal Nichols will take place from 25th July to 1st August 2025 using
Sanctuary’s theme for the Jubilee year ‘With Mary, Pilgrims of Hope’. Registration for the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes
for 2025 is now open at: https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/

Some of our teenage parishioners are hoping to go to assist on the pilgrimage, so they are having to fundraise to cover the
cost of going. They will be making an appeal in St Joseph’s next month. If you would like to help Erin before then, please go
to her go fund me page which can be found at https://gofund.me/15114982

Prayer Intentions
Pope’s Prayer Intention for March For families in crisis. We pray that broken families might discover the cure for
their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts, even in differences.
Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Estelle Von Habsburg Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Marilou Hertzberg (Intentions)
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) No Intention Our Lady (St Joseph’s) For Catherine, for blessings received.



Lenfen Exiras.

During Lent in addition to our normal timetable we have the following things.

Sundays

8.00pm Holy Hour concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Thursdays

6.00pm - 6.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (St Joseph’s)

Fridays

10.30am Stations of the Cross followed by Rosary (after Mass in St Matthew’s)

11.30am Lenten Lunch in Fr Bebb Room (money raised will be donated to the local hospice)
7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15

In those days: Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-
law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the
west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked,
and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.
And Moses said, ‘I will turn aside to see this great sight,
why the bush is not burned.” When the Lord saw that he
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
‘Moses, Moses!” And he said, ‘Here I am.” Then he said,
‘Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he
said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, ‘I
have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in
Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters.
I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing
with milk and honey.’

Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel
and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to
you”, and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say
to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I Am Who I Am.” And he
said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel: “I Am has sent me to
you.” > God also said to Moses, ‘Say this to the people of
Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent
me to you.” This is my name for ever, and thus I am to be
remembered throughout all generations.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 103(102):1-2. 3-4. 6-7. 8, 11.
R8a

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all within me, his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and never forget all his benefits.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.
It is the Lord who forgives all your sins,

who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with mercy and compassion.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious.
The Lord does deeds of justice,

gives full justice to all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses,

and his deeds to the children of Israel.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so strong his mercy for those who fear him.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

Second reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that
our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through
the sea, and all were baptised into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless,
with most of them God was not pleased, for they were
overthrown in the wilderness.

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we
might not desire evil as they did, nor grumble, as some of
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these
things happened to them as an example, but they were
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the
ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Repent, says the Lord,

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Gospel Luke 13:1-9

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

There were some present at that very time who told Jesus
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices. And he answered them, ‘Do you think that
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them:
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish.’

And he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.
And he said to the vine dresser, “Look, for three years now I
have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut
it down. Why should it use up the ground?” And he
answered him, “Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig
round it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.




Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Pope Francis, Ann Archer, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn
Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John
Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,
Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James
Wilson, Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others
for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Canon Bernard Scholes, Mary Wong, Nora Theresa Casey, Eileen Patricia Cillo, Gary
Wade and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Dora Aggett, Amina Salaroli, Yolande Koosenlin, Linda O’Brien,
Frank Breen, Gertrude Stone, Gaetano Vassallo, General Stanislaus Kapanski, Tom Lynch, Kathleen Sims, John Pilborough,
William Reid, Paul Clark, William Donohoe, Catherine Carr, Nellie Price, Giovanni Capitelli, Patricia Field, Giulia Visconti,
Marilyn Sowten, Christina Lynskey.

Worship this week
(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Doreen Buckley (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 23rd 9.00am: Mass - Sheila Ann Day RIP (1st Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)
Third Sunday 11.00am: Mass —Bebe Ryan RIP (St Joseph’s)
Of Lent 6.00pm: Mass —People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)
Monday 24th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Lent Feria 10.00am: Mass - Stefan Grossekettler RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Tuesday 25th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Orlando Figueiredo RIP (1st Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Wednesday 26th ~ NO PUBLIC MASS
Lent Feria
Thursday 27th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) (6.00-6.30pm Confessions)
Lent Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Hannah Collins RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Friday 28th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Lent Feria

Saturday 29th
Lent Feria

10.00am: Mass - Michael Bannon RIP

Followed By Stations of The Cross and Rosary (St Matthew’s)

12.45pm: Funeral Mass - Eileen Crillo RIP (St Matthew’s)

7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Joseph’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Rosalia Catolico RIP (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Joe Scanlon (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)

Sunday 30th 9.00am: Mass - Liberate Rebello RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Of Lent 6.00pm: Mass - Joseph Leclercq (Special Intentions) (St Matthew'’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




