One question that comes to mind in the light of today’s Gospel is where does the mother figure in all this? In the Gospel
parable, we hear how the prodigal son callously demands his inheritance from his father, and when everything goes wrong, it
is the thought of his father than brings the prodigal son back to his senses. But no mention, however, is made of the prodigal
son’s mother. Jesus leaves the mother’s role in this story to our imagination. But the mother’s role is something we would do
well to think about, especially given that Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally celebrated as Mothering
Sunday.

The celebration of Mothering Sunday in England can be traced back to around the time of the Norman Conquest where the
custom developed of visiting the church where one was baptized. Lactare Sunday was chosen for this occasion because of the
maternal theme in the Introit: “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be
satisfied at her consoling breast.” In more recent times, Mothering Sunday has also become an opportunity to honour mothers
in the family home as well as Mother Church since it was an occasion that brought the whole family together.

There are of course many ways in which we should be grateful to our mothers. My mother was the person who brought me
into the world; she helped me and sustained me when I was entirely helpless. She comforted me when I was upset and
reassured me when [ was frightened. She was the first person I formed a relationship with. I learnt my mother tongue from
her. When the prodigal son in the parable came to his senses, we can imagine that he too would have had similar thoughts of
gratitude towards his mother. When we remember our mothers, we remember where we come from, where our home is.

Although people can go very far astray in this life and can do deeply inhuman things, the relationship people have with their
mothers still allows us to see a glimmer of humanity in them. Mothers will still love their children even if their children do
the most wicked things. For instance, when Keke Geladze the mother of Joseph Stalin met him for the last time shortly
before she died, Stalin is reported to have said to her “Mama, do you remember our tsar? Well, I’'m something like the tsar,”
to which she replied “You’d have done better to become a priest.” Stalin had been a seminarian as a young man, and his
mother wasn’t going to let him forget this. Being devoutly religious to the end of her life, she would no doubt have
frequently prayed for her son’s conversion, for that is what devout mothers most desire for their children.

It can be a cause of great sorrow for mothers when they see their children lose their faith, but it is a blessed kind of sorrow.
For any mother who sorrows in this way knows that the greatest gift anyone can have is the gift of faith, and anyone who
realizes this is truly blessed. Moreover, Jesus promises that those who mourn will be comforted, and so mothers should keep
mourning for their wayward children trusting that the Lord will transform their sorrow into joy.

When St Monica mourned for her wayward son Augustine, she went to a priest begging him to speak to him that he might
come to his senses. The priest refused, however, since he saw that Augustine was too puffed up with pride to pay any notice.
But when St Monica kept insisting, the priest rebuked her saying “Go your way and God bless you, for it is not possible that
the son of these tears should perish.”

So maybe we can imagine that the mother in the parable of the prodigal son was a mother who shed many tears for her son
and prayed that he would one day come home. And when the prodigal son finally did return, we can imagine how he would
have embraced his mother and thanked her for all her kindness and the role she played in helping to bring him back to his
senses, reminding him of where he came from, and where his true home is.

Not every mother gets to be reconciled with her wayward children in this life, but if she keeps praying for them trusting that
God will comfort those who mourn, then it will be a story with a happy ending when they are reunited together in the life to
come. For God will not let the children of a mother’s tears perish.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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This weekend, two of our teenage parishioners will be making an appeal to raise money to assist them in going to Lourdes
with St Michael’s School in May. Erin & Samuel will be selling sweets after the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday
morning. Erin also has a go fund me page which can be found at https://gofund.me/15114982

Next Sunday we will have a second collection for our local hospices as part of our Lenten giving.. Thank you for your
generosity.

In a two weeks time we will celebrate Holy Week. We will need readers and servers to volunteer for our Masses. As we only
have one priest, we will therefore have a joint Mass on Maundy Thursday and a joint Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night.
This year they will both be at St Matthew’s. It would be great to have volunteers from both parishes taking part. If you want
to sing at any of the Holy Week liturgies, please get in touch with Fr Tom. Leaflets giving all the details of Holy Week in
both churches are available at the back of church.

We have been blessed with a number of people wishing to read at Mass. For a number of years we have had a rota to sign up
to. Colette Quirk has taken on the task of co-ordinating readers. An extra blessing that has arisen is that we also have a
number of people willing to read during the week, especially new people. As a result, we need to have a rota for weekday
Masses too. Colette will also co-ordinate this rota. If you would like to read at any Mass in St Matthew’s, please contact
Colette with your availability on colettequirk@gmail.com

Kind Companion (paid or voluntary) required for lovely lady with very mild dementure, 1 minute walk from St. Matthew's
Church. Tue, Wed, Thurs afternoons - days & times to be agreed. Contact Elvadia on northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk or via
the office at Northwood.

When the Private Members’ Bill seeking to legalise assisted suicide passed its Second Reading and vote back in November
2024, it felt like a dark day — one that could lead to a fundamental shift in our culture regarding end-of-life care. Not only
that, concerns were aired and remain that the most vulnerable could be coerced into a bad choice, or be made to feel a real
burden on those around them. Now in the latter weeks of the Committee Stage ahead of the Report Stage, attention is also
falling on the myriad of problems with this Bill. The Bishops are opposed in principle but, in addition, the Bill clearly
generates more questions than it answers. Will the hospice movement be allowed to continue to punch above its under-
funded weight to deliver the end of life care services it is heralded for? Will palliative care be invested in and bolstered in all
areas of England and Wales? Will healthcare professionals, many Catholic, be afforded the freedom of conscience not to
participate in an assisted death? Will the trusted doctor-patient relationship be forever changed? If made law, would this
grease the ‘slippery slope’ pulling other vulnerable groups into scope? Clearly this is something we have witnessed in other
jurisdictions where assisted suicide is legal.

Safeguards were promised. A key assertion was the need for a judge to sign-off on a request for an assisted death. No longer
necessary, apparently. However you cut it up and amend it, this remains a flawed bill that has not been given the time, and
indeed scrutiny, required to legislate on a crucial matter of life and death.

Now is the time to act ahead of the Third Reading and vote at the end of April or start of May. You can still make your voice
heard to oppose assisted suicide. “All is not lost, and we must continue to fight this Bill, especially for the Third Reading,”
says Bishop John Sherrington, the Lead Bishop for Life Issues. “It’s really important that people write to their MPs. You can
either write a letter, use the cards that come from Right to Life, or use the e-campaign link. But we need to tell MPs of our
concerns and why we’re opposed to this Bill.”

You can hear Bishop John’s interview at https://episodes.castos.com/catholicchurch/1996762/c1e-8rgpho7mwmb1070j-
wwb6ogk61c3v6-jltsfS.mp3

This will take place in St Luke’s church Pinner on Saturday, 12 April. Father John Hemer is returning this Lent to offer his
reflections on Christ’s Resurrection and our baptism. The talk will begin at 10:30 am with coffee, tea and cake served at the
interval in the Parish Centre.

The annual diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes led by Cardinal Nichols will take place from 25th July to 1st August 2025 using
Sanctuary’s theme for the Jubilee year ‘With Mary, Pilgrims of Hope’. Registration for the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes
for 2025 is now open at: https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/

RECOGNISING THE RISEN LORD - A short series of talks by Fr John Deehan.. . 4 Look at the Easter Narratives in the
Gospels of Year C Tuesday 22nd April. Apocalypse: New Testament Eastertide Readings for Year C Tuesday 22nd April.
6:30pm- 8:00pm Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SWIP 1QN BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Contact:
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk

For the use of the new technologies. We pray that the use of the new technologies will
not replace human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.

Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Myanmar Earthquake Victims Our Lady (St Maithew’s) For all mothers
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Estela Bayle Bartolazo RIP (Anniv) Our Lady (St Joseph’s) Breda Brophy-(Intentions)



During Lent in addition to our normal timetable we have the following things.

Sundays

8.00pm Holy Hour concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Thursdays

6.00pm - 6.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (St Joseph’s)

Fridays

10.30am Stations of the Cross followed by Rosary (after Mass in St Matthew’s)

11.30am Lenten Lunch in Fr Bebb Room (money raised will be donated to the local hospice)
7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

In those days: The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled
away the reproach of Egypt from you.” While the people of
Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains
of Jericho. And the day after the Passover, on that very day,
they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and
parched grain. And the manna ceased the day after they ate
of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna
for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land
of Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7. R cf- 18b
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

I will bless the Lord at all times,

praise of him is always in my mouth.
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast;
the humble shall hear and be glad.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Glorify the Lord with me;

together let us praise his name.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Look towards him and be radiant;

let your faces not be abashed.

This lowly one called; the Lord heard,
and rescued him from all his distress.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Second reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Brothers and Sisters: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us
the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ; God making his appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him,

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you’.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing
near to hear Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with
them.’

So he told them this parable: ‘There was a man who had two
sons. And the younger of them said to his father, “Father,
give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he
divided his property between them. Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless
living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine
arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything.

‘But when he came to himself, he said, “How many of my
father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but |
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and
I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ”

‘And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still
a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father
said to his servants, “Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

‘Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he
called one of the servants and asked what these things
meant. And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.” But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but
he answered his father, “Look, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you
never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf
for him!” And he said to him, “Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was
lost, and is found.” ’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

Pope Francis, Ann Archer, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn
Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John
Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,
Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James
Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we
have been praying together recently.

Florence Rodrigo, Canon Bernard Scholes, Mary Wong, Nora Theresa Casey, Gary
Wade and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
Giovanni Capitelli, Patricia Field, Giulia Visconti, Marilyn
Sowten, Christina Lynskey, Agnes Slade, Margaret Power, Margaret Aveyard, Kim-Anne Holliday, Bartholomew Creedon,
Breda Emmett, James Burke, Annie Brownlow, Mary Cox, Fanziska Letzgus, Jack Sayer, Frank Prendergast, Stanley
Sowten, Eileen McNally, Margaret Breen.

(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Joe Scanlon (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)
9.00am: Mass - Liberate Rebello RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am: Mass —People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Mass —Joseph Leclercq (Special Intentions) (St Matthew’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

Sunday 30th

Monday 31st

Lent Feria

Tuesday 1st
Lent Feria

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Giovann Anita Edgardo Angelino RIP Followed By Rosary (St Maithew’s)
11.30am: Funeral Mass - Nora Casey RIP (St Matthew’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Salvation of a Soul Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)

Wednesday 2nd NO PUBLIC MASS

Lent Feria

Thursday 3rd 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) (6.00-6.30pm Confessions)
Lent Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Kathleen Foley RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)

Friday 4th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Lent Feria

10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP

Followed By Stations of The Cross and Rosary (St Matthew’s)
1.30pm: Funeral Mass - Mary Wong RIP (St Matthew'’s)
7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Joseph’s)

Saturday Sth 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary
Lent Feria 10.30am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s)
11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 6th 9.00am: Mass - Duncan Murray (Birthday Intentions) (St Matthew'’s)
Fifth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Rappai K eettikkal RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)
Of Lent 6.00pm: Mass - Diana D Souza RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)
8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)
Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450
Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s
Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes
Siobhan Ho
Tel: 01923 §§0736 Tel: 020 8428 0088
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Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:
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