The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(2nd March 2025)

Dear Parishioners
On of the things I miss most about being in Rome is Lent. Each day (apart from Sunday) a R
group of us from the seminary would get up early each morning and go to the English &
language station Mass. Each day it is held in a different ancient church and it was a great &
way of seeing different churches. Although we went to the famous ones that everybody
would know about, it was also exciting to visit an ancienct church down some side street.
One of my favourite churches was the Church of San Clemente which we would visit on §
the second Monday of Lent.

The apse of the church is adorned with a mosaic depicting a lush garden with flourishing
vines, plants, trees, and an array of animals. The source of the garden’s vibrancy, however,
is not what one might initially expect. What generates this lively garden is not the light of
the sun, nor the water of a river, nor the expertise of an experienced gardener. Rather, it is
Christ crucified, depicted at the centre of the mosaic, who is the source of the flourishing
flora and fauna in the mosaic (pictured on the right). The artist who decorated the apse
with this image provides a brief commentary right below the mosaic: “We have likened
the Church of Christ to this vine; the Law made it wither but the Cross made it bloom . . .”
The cross of Christ, firmly planted on Golgotha, has caused a new garden, that is, the
Church, to bloom on earth.

The image of a flourishing garden as a metaphor for heaven and the spiritual life has its
roots in sacred scripture. In the book of Genesis, of course, God created a garden
called paradise (itself a Persian word referring to a regal forest) for his creation to inhabit.
Our psalm today invokes a similar image: “The just one shall flourish like the palm tree,
like and grow like a Lebanon cedar. Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. ” . Those
who are just — that is, those who respect God’s greatness and recognise God’s goodness are likened to palm trees and cedars
of Lebanon. Both kinds of trees were, in the Ancient Near East, symbols of strength and vigour. The psalm, however,
attributes the just one’s flourishing not to any natural elements, but to the fact that they are “planted in the house of the
LORD.” God’s house, another term for the Temple in Jerusalem, was the unique and privileged expression of God’s presence
among the people of Israel. Those who are described as planted in his house and who are “flourishing in [his] courts” are
those who remain close to God and see in God, and in God alone, the source of their life and joy. Psalm 1, likewise, states
that those who meditate on God’s word and claim the divine word as the source of their joy are “like a tree planted near
streams of water, that yields its fruit in season; its leaves never wither” Those who are not firmly planted in God’s do not
receive the nourishment they need, for the “wicked,” the psalm continues “are like chaff driven by the wind”.

Today, the scriptures prompt us to consider where we are planted, so to speak. Where do we put down roots? What nourishes
us? As we prepare for the beginning of Lent in a few short days, it is helpful for us to consider these questions so that we
might begin to be grounded more deeply in our Christian faith. As Christians, we are invited to plant ourselves squarely in
the house of the Lord which, for us, is the body of Christ, the new temple from which all new life flows. In a world that is
constantly in flux, which offers nothing substantial to hold on to, in which anxiety and depression are on the rise, and
feelings of loneliness and disconnectedness are commonplace, the cross of Christ remains the one source of human
flourishing. To be planted under that tree, from which Christ’s blood and water flow, ensures that we will not be blown away
like chaff in the wind, but firmly rooted in all that is true, good, and beautiful and a part of that vine which continues to
blossom more than the palms and cedars of the old paradise. By our participation in the Mass, nourished by word and
sacrament, may we become a part of that new garden, the Church, whose plants “bear fruit even in old age” and remain
forever “vigorous and sturdy”

.” With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church ™ 'E St Joseph’s Church
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Northwood donation to either Watford
HA6 IDW parish by using WD19 7SW
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St Joseph’s 100 Club

The 100 Club is up for renewal. Please do renew your subscription (or take up a subscription). Forms are available for this
weekend. Payment for your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph's bank account. Account Name WRCDT
Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579 The First Draw of the new year will now take place at
the party after the evening Mass on St Joseph’s Day.

St Joseph’s Day

On Wednesday 19th March we celebrate the Solemnity of St Joseph. We will have two Masses that day. There will be a
Mass for St Joseph’s school at 9.15am. We will then have a Sung Mass in the evening at 7.00pm. As it is our feast of title
and a solemnity we can (if we wish) take a break from our Lenten fasts, so we will have a party to celebrate the life of our
parish. If you are able to help with the party, please contact Linda in the office. Mark the date!!

We will begin a Novena on Monday 10th March to prepare for the day.
Jubilee Companion Booklet

A Booklet for the Jubilee Year is available from both repositories.

A Day with Mary

The next Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on the following Saturdays. 8th March (St Mellitus,
Tollington Park), 15th March (Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St George, Enfield), 29th March (Mary, Mother of God,
Ponders End). See the Day with Mary website for more details. https://www.adaywithmary.org/

Mass for Bereaved Parents
A Mass for bereaved parents will be celebrated in the Cathedral by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 5th April at 2pm.

Mass for Matfrimony

The annual Mass for Matrimony will be celebrated in the Cathedral by the Cardinal on Saturday 17th May at 2.30pm for
couples celebrating significant wedding anniversaries such as 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+. If you are
celebrating any of these anniversaries in 2025 and would like to attend this popular Mass, please contact the Parish Office to
put your name on the list.

Readers at Mass
Both our parishes are looking for volunteers to read at Mass on a Sunday. If you want to read to a smaller congregation, why
not volunteer to read at a midweek Mass?

Aid cufts cost lives

Bishop Stephen Wright, chair of CAFOD, the Bishops’ Conference’s official aid and development agency, has criticised
Prime Minister Kier Starmer’s announcement on defence spending and cuts to Official Development Assistance (ODA),
saying lives will be lost as a result of this decision. He said: “Aid cuts cost lives. With so many in the world suffering the
impacts of poverty, climate change and conflict — not least in Ukraine, Sudan and the DRC — cuts to international aid
removes a lifeline for many of our poorest sisters and brothers.

“Decisions made in the UK have very human consequences around the globe. Families unable to grow food because of the
climate crisis, children not able to go to school, and people going untreated and unvaccinated for curable diseases. Reducing
aid not only increases suffering, it makes the world less safe for all of us. This year is a Jubilee Year for the Church — a time
of hope, journeying together, and resetting injustices, not a time for turning our backs on those in need. The government
shouldn’t be balancing the books at the expense of the poorest communities around the world.”

CAFOD has a mechanism to enable you to contact your MP to let them know you oppose these cuts, and that it’s more
critical than ever that the UK supports the world’s most vulnerable communities. Visit the CAFOD site to contact your MP.
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/166896/action/1

Greg Birch

This Lent Greg Birch is taking part in the Big Lent Walk, walking 200km over 40 days to raise money
for CAFOD's work around the world.

Your donations can change lives. Every £1 raised through the Big Lent Walk will help fight poverty
globally in countries like Afghanistan, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South
Sudan. Support Greg's Big Lent Walk for CAFOD at https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/gregd-big-
lent-walk-for-cafod , or using the QR code

Rosary for Pope Francis

Each evening the Cardinals in Rome are praying The Rosary at 9.00pm
: (8.00pm UK time) for the health of Pope Francis. If you would like to join
them in prayer you can get it on EWTN or via the Vatican News Website
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html




Invitation for all our young adults

Joel's Bar is a young adults ministry which runs Catholic Charismatic events serving those between ages 18 and 28. We
are passionate about seeing young people inspired and equipped to live an authentic Christian life in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Joel's Bar 2025 is a week full of opportunities for young adults being held at Worth Abbey, Crawley from 6th to 11th
April. The week includes the Sacraments, praise and worship, prayer ministry, personal prayer, small group discussion,
workshops, sports, evenings of entertainment and lots of time to socialise and build community in our Cafe and Bar!
Further details and tickets are available now at https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/ . Your ticket includes accommodation and all
meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) - the food at Worth Abbey is delicious, high-quality and there's lots of choice - we're
sure you'll enjoy meal times!

You are warmly welcomed to come on the journey with us, whether as part of a CathSoc or Christian Union, diocesan
youth team or youth group, coming with friends, family or alone. We can't wait to see you!!

For any adults who wish to support the work of Joel's Bar with a donation, there is also a "Giving" link on the website. The
Lord has blessed us abundantly and we trust that He will continue to help us ensure all our events are open to as many
people as possible.

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for March For families in crisis. We pray that broken families might discover the cure for
their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts, even in differences.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Mary Quirk RIP Our Lady (St Matthew’s) Ted Stone RIP
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Joanne Davitt-(Intentions)

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Financial Corner Monthly Offertory Figures

The First Sunday of each month will be when we show the weekly St Matthew’s St Joseph’s
offerings of the last month. We will also have any news from our —
Finance Committees. Loose Plate £474.67  £337.80
Parish Finance Committees Envelopes £138.55
One of the requirements of Canon Law is that each parish has a finance |Standing Orders £580.00 £796.00
committee. Canon Law states ¢ In each parish there is to be a finance |Contactless £73.50

committee to help the parish priest in the administration of the goods Weekly Total £1,128.17 £1,272.35

of the parish’. As we are two parishes, we have two Finance

Committees. Some of our members (in both parishes) are now needing _

to stand down for various reasons and we thank them for all the work [[ gose Plate £522.99 £364.80
that they have done, and support that they have given to our parishes. Envelopes £192.50
We are therefore looking for some volunteers to serve on our Finance Standing Orders £1.814.10 £370.00
Committee. The committees meet four times a year (and do various Contactless ’ £1.97

bits of work between meetings). If you would be happy to offer your Weekly Total £2,339.06 £927.30

skills (or you know someone else who might have skills that would be

needed) then speak with Fr Tom in the first instance. _

St Joseph’s Flanned Giving Envelopes Loose Plate £287.11  £294.61
These are available at the back of church. Envelopes £173.50
Standing Orders £408.00 £370.00

Contactless £95.37
Weekly Total £790.48 £838.11
Thank you for |y
Standing Orders £433.00 £468.00

yOUT ZENETOSILY. [ SN,

Monthly Offerings £5,156.62 £3,913.90




Preparing For Lent

This Wednesday we begin our Lenten Journey towards Easter. The three pillars of Lent are Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
Each and every one of us may like to think about how we might take on each of these three aspects of Lent.

Prayer Anything that we do in Lent can only be a time of growth if we ground it in prayer. Perhaps we can decide to set a
particular amount of time aside for private prayer? There are many apps that can help if you feel the need for some
assistance. Each day (apart from Wednesday) during Lent there will be a period of Exposition in our parishes. A particular
Lenten time will be on a Sunday evening at 8.00pm for a Holy Hour concluding with Night Prayer.

Fasting This is the bit of Lent that everyone thinks about, even those who never darken the doorstep of a church. A
common question asked at this time of the year is “What are you giving up for Lent”. Giving something up for Lent is a good
thing, but it has to be founded on prayer as part of our spiritual growth. Lent is not a time for an alternative to Weight
Watchers or Slimming World. In choosing to fast from something then we are making a sacrifice as part of our offering to
The Lord. So when we think about what we are going to give up, we need to think about those things that may have become
a false idol in our lives (e.g. Sweets, Alcohol, TV, too much time on the internet) and then we turn our focus on God once
again.

Almsgiving It is good for us to think about our Lenten almsgiving. I have been struck by the generosity of people in
the parish and that is something to thank God for. As parishes we will have two elements of our Lenten almsgiving. The
mandatory Lenten appeal in the diocese is The Cardinal’s Appeal and envelopes will be available and you can also put your
donations in the box that will be near Our Lady.

As parliament continues to debate the Assisted Suicide Bill, the issue of palliative care is important. Shockingly most of the
money needed is raised by charitable giving. So we will support our local hospices. Donations can be put in the wall boxes in
each church.

Our almsgiving can also be in a non financial way - we might give our time to some worthy cause or even that person who is
at home feeling lonely. The gift of our time is one of the greatest things we can give.

I wish you all a happy and holy Lent and look forward walking that path together.
Ash Wednesday Masses

Mass with the imposition of Ashes will be held at the following times.
9.15am Mass (with the School) (St Joseph'’s)

10.30am Mass (St Matthew's)

7.00pm Mass (St Matthew's)

Confessions in Lent
As well as our normal Saturday times, there will also be an extra period of Confession on Thursdays in St Joseph’s (6.00pm -
6.30pm).

Lentfen Lunches

On Friday mornings following the rosary, a simple Lenten Lunch will be served to raise money towards our Lenten
charitable giving. Homemade soup, bread and cheese will be on the menu. If you are just coming for lunch, then it will be
available from 11.30am in the Fr Bebb Room.

Sunday Evening With The Lord

During Lent we will have a Holy Hour in St Matthew’s on a Sunday eveningat 8.00pm. It will be very simple. Some music,
silence, candlelight and Exposition - ending with Night Prayer.

Stations of The Cross in Lent

Each parish will have the Stations of the Cross in Lent. Each Friday morning it will follow the 10.00am Mass in St
Matthews. On Friday evenings we will have Stations of the Cross at 7.00pm in St Joseph’s. We are looking for groups of
volunteers from both parishes to lead our Friday evening Stations. Please see Fr Tom

Suggested Lenten Reading

Fr Tom has two books ready for his Lenten reading. He is going to read Healing Wounds by Bishop Erik Varden. If you
want to find out a bit more about the book go to the publishers website https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/healing-wounds-
9781399410403/

He is also going to read Passions of The Soul by former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams. More Details can be
found at https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/passions-of-the-soul-9781399415682/

TLent and Easter af the Movies'

As we travel on a journey of faith through Christ's passion, death and resurrection, this podcast series - 'Lent and Easter at the
Movies' - takes us to the cinema as Fr Peter Malone MSC relates a series of thought-provoking movies to the day's Gospel
reading. The first podcast is for Ash Wednesday and looks at the film ‘Chocolat’. You can listen to it at https://
soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/ash-wednesday-chocolat?in=catholicchurch/sets/lent-and-easter-at-the-movies

Each week during Lent the details of the podcast for that week will be given.



Message of Pope Francis For Lent
Dear brothers and sisters,

We begin our annual pilgrimage of Lent in faith and hope with the penitential rite of the imposition of ashes. The Church,
our mother and teacher, invites us to open our hearts to God’s grace, so that we can celebrate with great joy the paschal
victory of Christ the Lord over sin and death, which led Saint Paul to exclaim: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”” ( 1 Cor 15:54-55). Indeed, Jesus Christ, crucified and risen,
is the heart of our faith and the pledge of our hope in the Father’s great promise, already fulfilled in his beloved Son: life
eternal (cf. Jn 10:28; 17:3).

This Lent, as we share in the grace of the Jubilee Year, I would like to propose a few reflections on what it means to journey
together in hope, and on the summons to conversion that God in his mercy addresses to all of us, as individuals and as a
community.

First of all, to journey. The Jubilee motto, “Pilgrims of Hope”, evokes the lengthy journey of the people of Israel to the
Promised Land, as recounted in the Book of Exodus. This arduous path from slavery to freedom was willed and guided by
the Lord, who loves his people and remains ever faithful to them. It is hard to think of the biblical exodus without also
thinking of those of our brothers and sisters who in our own day are fleeing situations of misery and violence in search of a
better life for themselves and their loved ones. A first call to conversion thus comes from the realization that all of us are
pilgrims in this life; each of us is invited to stop and ask how our lives reflect this fact. Am I really on a journey, or am I
standing still, not moving, either immobilized by fear and hopelessness or reluctant to move out of my comfort zone? Am I
seeking ways to leave behind the occasions of sin and situations that degrade my dignity? It would be a good Lenten exercise
for us to compare our daily life with that of some migrant or foreigner, to learn how to sympathize with their experiences and
in this way discover what God is asking of us so that we can better advance on our journey to the house of the Father. This
would be a good “examination of conscience” for all of us wayfarers.

Second, to journey together. The Church is called to walk together, to be synodal. Christians are called to walk at the side of
others, and never as lone travellers. The Holy Spirit impels us not to remain self-absorbed, but to leave ourselves behind and
keep walking towards God and our brothers and sisters. Journeying together means consolidating the unity grounded in our
common dignity as children of God (cf. Gal 3:26-28). It means walking side-by-side, without shoving or stepping on others,
without envy or hypocrisy, without letting anyone be left behind or excluded. Let us all walk in the same direction, tending
towards the same goal, attentive to one another in love and patience.

This Lent, God is asking us to examine whether in our lives, in our families, in the places where we work and spend our
time, we are capable of walking together with others, listening to them, resisting the temptation to become self-absorbed and
to think only of our own needs. Let us ask ourselves in the presence of the Lord whether, as bishops, priests, consecrated
persons and laity in the service of the Kingdom of God, we cooperate with others. Whether we show ourselves welcoming,
with concrete gestures, to those both near and far. Whether we make others feel a part of the community or keep them at a
distance. This, then, is a second call to conversion: a summons to synodality.

Third, let us journey together in hope, for we have been given a promise. May the hope that does not
disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5), the central message of the Jubilee, be the focus of our Lenten journey towards the victory of
Easter. As Pope Benedict XVI taught us in the Encyclical Spe Salvi, “the human being needs unconditional love. He needs
the certainty which makes him say: ‘neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord” ( Rom 8:38-39)”. Christ, my g ! ~
hope, has risen! He lives and reigns in glory. Death has & z:;“;g
been transformed into triumph, and the faith and great %i:m. =
hope of Christians rests in thilz: the resurrection of Chgrist! DO YOU WAN T Tg) i F o
This, then, is the third call to conversion: a call to hope,

to trust in God and his great promise of eternal life. Let FAST THIS LENT 2
us ask ourselves: Am I convinced that the Lord forgives [EREEEAEERSENIIChEE
my sins? Or do [ act as if I can save myself? Do I long
for salvation and call upon God’s help to attain it? Do I IRl e R STt Rt T Ao s
concretely experience the hope that enables me to
interpret the events of history and inspires in me a [EEENEIOWEETESSET RN RT T Fa e il
commitment to justice and fraternity, to care for our
common home and in such a way that no one feels
excluded?

Sisters and brothers, thanks to God’s love in Jesus Christ,
we are sustained in the hope that does not disappoint EEEEENENRNTO IR RS ST ele/d s
(cf. Rom 5:5). Hope is the “sure and steadfast anchor of
the soul”. It moves the Church to pray for “everyone to
be saved” ( 1 Tim 2:4) and to look forward to her being
united with Christ, her bridegroom, in the glory of
heaven. This was the prayer of Saint Teresa of Avila:
“Hope, O my soul, hope. You know neither the day nor - -
the hour. Watch carefully, for everything passes quickly, Fast from selfishness and be compassionate.
even though your impatience makes doubtful what is
certain, and turns a very short time into a long one” ( The
Exclamatlops _Of the Soul to God, 15:3). . Fast from words; be silent and listen.
May the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope, intercede for us —
and accompany us on our Lenten journey.

Fast from anger and be filled with patience.

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.

Fast from complaints; contemplate simplicity.

Fast from pressures and be prayerful.

Fast from bitterness; fill your hearts with joy.

Fast from grudges and be reconciled.



Puzzle Corner.

Here is a puzzle for our younger (and maybe not so younger parishioners)
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Z. Thirty pieces of shver wene gven fo this persen fo betray Jesis,
3. The feet of Jesus were ancinfed by this person

5. This person wos freed at the Possover Feast instend of Jesis.

9. By the time the ncoster crowed 3 times, this person denied lnowing
Jesus.

12. Ths person helped Jesus corry his cross.

4. Ths perscn was the nigh priest who crganized the plot %o bl Jesus
15. While Jesus prayed in the Gonden, these people slept nsteod of
leeping watch

1. Jesus rotad this person from the dead in Bethany.

17. Thes per=cn helped take Jesrs from the cross ond prepare hm for
bural.

Down

1. This prefect of Judeo weshed his hards of Jesis” corviction,

Y. These pecple whipped Jesus ond dvided his chothes,

&. Jesus hod his Find meol with these people

7. This person used his fomb fo ploce Jesis in

8, This person wiped the Foce of Jesus whie he carried nis crass.

10. Jesus wos token down From the cross and placed in the arms of this
person.

11. Ths tetrarch hoped to see o mirade of Jesus, but ended up mocking
him.

12. Jesus varted the house of this person, where dnner was hasted
13. This parson wos the first to find the empty tomb.



Benedict XVT's key fo a fruitful Lent

Lent is a perfect time of the year to evaluate our own faith life and to
consider various ways to improve it. Pope Benedict XVI, during his final
message for Lent in 2013, gave his thoughts on what is the key to a fruitful
Lent.

Benedict writes, “The celebration of Lent ... offers us a valuable
opportunity to meditate on the relationship between faith and charity:
between believing in God — the God of Jesus Christ — and love, which is
the fruit of the Holy Spirit and which guides us on the path of devotion to
God and others.”

He then explains how faith leads to charity, which is a response to God’s
love for us.

The entire Christian life is a response to God'’s love. The first response is precisely faith as the acceptance, filled with
wonder and gratitude, of the unprecedented divine initiative that precedes us and summons us. And the “yes” of faith marks
the beginning of a radiant story of friendship with the Lord, which fills and gives full meaning to our whole life. But it is not
enough for God that we simply accept his gratuitous love. Not only does he love us, but he wants to draw us to himself, to
transform us in such a profound way as to bring us to say with Saint Paul: “it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me” (cf. Gal 2:20).

In other words, “Faith is knowing the truth and adhering to it (cf. 1 Tim 2:4); charity is ‘walking’ in the truth (cf. Eph 4:15).”

Its easy to remain laser-focused during Lent on bolstering up our prayer life, which is a good and praiseworthy goal.
However, Pope Benedict XVI asks us to take the next step and to use that renewed faith by being charitable towards others.
As St. Paul famously put it, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1).

Charity should always be on our radar, and we can not trade it in for a better prayer life. We must allow our prayer life to
drive our charity, seeking to outdo others in generosity. That is the Christian life and the key to a fruitful Lent.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Sirach 27:4-7  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But

When a sieve is shaken, the refuse appears; so a person’s
filth in his thoughts. The kiln tests the potter’s vessels;
likewise the test of a person is in his reasoning. The fruit
discloses the cultivation of a tree; so the expression of a
thought discloses the cultivation of a person’s mind.

Do not praise a man before you hear him reason, for this is
the test of people.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 92(91):2-3. 13-14. 15-16. R cf. 2a
It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,

to make music to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your loving mercy in the morning,
and your truth in the watches of the night.

It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord.
The just one will flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.

Planted in the house of the Lord,

they will flourish in the courts of our God.

It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord.
Still bearing fruit when they are old,

still full of sap, still green,

to proclaim that the Lord is upright.

In him, my rock, there is no wrong.

It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord.

Second reading 1 Corinthians 15:54-58

Brothers and Sisters: When the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall
come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed
up in victory.” ‘O death, where is your victory? O death,
where is your sting?’

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Shine as lights in the world,
holding fast to the word of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus told his disciples a parable: ‘Can a blind
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is
fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log
that is in your own eye? How can you say to your brother,
“Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye”,
when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own
eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in
your brother’s eye.

‘For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree
bear good fruit, for each tree is known by its own fruit. For
figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes
picked from a bramble bush. The good person out of the
good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person
out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.’

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 6:39-45



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Pope Francis, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey,
Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Mary Wong, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, , Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson,
Sinead Bushnell, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for
whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Mary Quirk, Barbara Kaye, Margaret Parker and all who have died as a result of
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: James Noble, Francis Dangerfield, Harold Ludlow, Rosemary
O’Connor, Amparo Rosario, Sheila O’Neill, Teresa Ridgway, Ellen Duggan, Brian McNicholas, Peter Bingham-Daly, John
Painter, Margaret Taylor, Anne Smith, Roland Taylor.

Worship this week
(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 2nd 9.00am: Mass - Giovann Anita Edgardo Angelino RIP (St Matthew’s)

Eighth Sunday in ~ 11.00am: Mass —James Walsh RIP (St Joseph’s)
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass —Lucy Breen (Special Intentions) (St Matthew'’s)

Monday 3rd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Eileen Whittle RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)

Tuesday 4th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - John Andrews RIP (Anniversary) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Wednesday 5th 9.15am: Mass (with imposition of ashes)

Ash Wednesday 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary
10.30am: Mass (with imposition of ashes)
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
7.00pm: Mass (with imposition of ashes)

Thursday 6th 10.00am: Funeral Mass of Charles O'Malley RIP (St Matthew’s)

Lent Feria 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)
7.00pm: Mass - Fr William Byrne RIP (Anniversary) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Friday 7th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer

Lent Feria 10.00am: Mass - Sebastian De Falco RIP Followed By Stations of The Cross and Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
7.00pm: Stations of The Cross

Saturday 8th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

Lent Feria 10.30am: Mass - Special Intentions (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Christy Madden RIP (St Joseph’s)

Sunday 9th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
First Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Paddy Kennedy RIP (St Joseph’s)
Of Lent 6.00pm: Mass - Tony Marano RIP (St Matthew’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan Ho 4%

Tel: 01923 § 0736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeiguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg afeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




