The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Fifth Sunday of Lent
(6th April 2025)

Dear Parishioners

Whenever we talk about justice, we tend to understand it as a judgement between right and wrong. So, when we say “Let
justice be done”, we would want to see the innocent being vindicated and the guilty punished. We understand justice as it
happens in the court of law, that following the process of investigation and with the presentation of the facts and evidence, a
judgment is pronounced. With that judgement, the party that is guilty of wrongdoing will be given a sentence which could be
anything from a fine, to imprisonment, to corporal or even capital punishment. It can be presumed that the judgment of the
court is correct and unbiased, and the sentence is appropriate to the offence committed. That is how justice is generally
understood, and it is a means of keeping law and order in a society. It is also a way to remind people that there are laws and
regulations to keep, and it is also to protect the poor and the lowly. And of course, no one should take the law into their own
hands.

In the gospel, we heard that Jesus was in the Temple and the people came to Him and He sat down and began to teach them.
The fundamental teaching of Jesus is the Law and the Commandments of God so that the people would know the ways of
God and walk along the road of salvation. Then the scribes and Pharisees brought along a woman who was caught
committing adultery. And they said that according to the law, that woman was to be condemned to death by stoning. Then
they asked Jesus for His opinion, but the intention was to test Him in order to look for something to use against Him. But
Jesus turned the situation around by showing the true meaning of the justice of God. The justice of God is founded on
righteousness and peace, as well as mercy and compassion. God wants us to do what is right so that we can be at peace with
God and with others. But when we do wrong, God who is merciful and compassionate, forgives us and helps us to repent so
that we can walk again on the right part. Jesus did not say that the woman was innocent, but He didn't condemn her and told
her to go and don't sin anymore. Jesus showed the true meaning of God's justice which is righteousness and peace, as well as
mercy and compassion. In doing so, Jesus revealed the objective of justice, and that is God wants all to be saved, and in this
case, it is not just the guilty woman but also the scribes and Pharisees.

There is this story of a twenty four year old man who was jailed for a crime that he did not commit, and he spent nine years
in prison before he was proven innocent and released from prison. But he was angry and resentful about all that had
happened and he was bitter about the nine years of his life that was lost. He lived his life unhappily till he was seventy years
old when he became seriously ill. He asked to see a priest, and before giving him the anointing, the priest asked the man if he
wanted to make a Confession. The man thought for a while, and said that he was angry and bitter about being implicated and
lost nine years of his life in prison. And all this while, he cursed at those people who were involved in the case, because of
the injustice done to him. The priest thought for a while and said: “You came out of prison when you were thirty three years
old and now you are seventy. But you didn't really come out of prison. Because for thirty seven years you locked yourself in
the prison of anger, resentment and bitterness. It is time for you to come out and be truly free”.

Although it is just a story, we know that we are gripping in our hands the stones of anger, resentment and bitterness and we
want to throw these stones at others. Jesus is telling us that we are not without sin, and it is only for our good that we drop
those stones. Yes, let us drop those stones so that we can hold on to the hand of Jesus and walk in the path of righteousness
and peace, so that we can experience the healing love of God's mercy and compassion, and be freed from the prison of sin.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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March Financial News

Due to a technical issue, the monthly financial information that was due to be published in this newsletter will now appear in
next week’s newsletter.

Deeply Veiling?

Both our churches look very different at the moment. All our crosses and holy pictures have been covered with purple veils.
The practice of veiling images alerts us that something is different, it can be startling at first, but the last two weeks of Lent
are a time of immediate preparation for the celebration of the Sacred Triduum. The veils are hard to miss and they serve as a
reminder to get ready!

The veiled images build within us a longing for Easter Sunday. The veils seem out of place, and even counterintuitive. It can
seem strange that the crucifix is covered up during what is known as Passiontide. This week sees a serious gear change. Our
focus moves from thinking of Christ in the desert to contemplating Christ on the Cross.

Through this absence of images, our senses are heightened and we become more aware of what is missing. Similarly, the
suppression of the Alleluia during Lent effectively demonstrates that we are in exile from our true Home, where the angels
sing Alleluia without ceasing.

When images are unveiled before the Easter Vigil, we are reminded that we, in a sense, live in a veiled world. It is through
our own death that we are able to see our true home, and the veil is lifted. Christ lifts the veil through His Resurrection.

Thank you to those who helped in both churches in putting the veils on. A special thank you needs to go to a St Joseph’s
parishioner who made all the veils (and told Fr Tom she didn’t want publicity). We can all agree that she has done an
incredible job.

Lent Second Collection.

This Sunday we will have a second collection for our local hospices as part of our Lenten giving.. Thank you for your
generosity.

Readers at St Matthew’s

We have been blessed with a number of people wishing to read at Mass. For a number of years we have had a rota to sign up
to. Colette Quirk has taken on the task of co-ordinating readers. An extra blessing that has arisen is that we also have a
number of people willing to read during the week, especially new people. As a result, we need to have a rota for weekday
Masses too. Colette will also co-ordinate this rota. If you would like to read at any Mass in St Matthew’s, please contact
Colette with your availability on colettequirk@gmail.com

Readers at St Joseph’s

We are currently appealing for new readers to join the Readers' rota at St Joseph's, for the Saturday and the Sunday Masses
and also for the weekday Masses. Please contact Linda in the parish office if you would like to volunteer
carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk

Companion Needed

Kind Companion (paid or voluntary) required for lovely lady with very mild dementia, 1 minute walk from St. Matthew's
Church. Tue, Wed, Thurs afternoons - days & times to be agreed. Contact Elvadia on northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk or via
the office at Northwood.

Defiprillator Training

St John Ambulance is providing free demonstrations of CPR and the use of defibrillators at St Matthew’s Hall on Thursday
24th April at 19.00 and Saturday 24th May at 10.00 . Each session will last just over an hour. Attendance is limited to a
maximum of 30 per session and advance booking is required. Please contact Terry on TP.Sullivan@outlook.com if you wish
to attend.

Disco Bop
Last Saturday after Mass Disco Bob hurt his leg. After a visit to the vets and referral to the Doggie Hospital in Marlow, we

discovered he had broken his leg. Here are some photos showing what happened He had an operation on Monday and has
had a plate put in. He now has to have six weeks cage rest.

N\ E e V... "
Bob is enjoying watching CBBC on Fr Tom’s tablet to keep the boredom
away!




Lenten Exfras.

During Lent in addition to our normal timetable we have the following things.

Sundays

8.00pm Holy Hour concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Fridays

10.30am Stations of the Cross followed by Rosary (after Mass in St Matthew’s)

11.30am Lenten Lunch in Fr Bebb Room (money raised will be donated to the local hospice)
7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
In addition to our normal Saturday times the sacrament will be available at the following times.

Sunday 6th April

8.30am - 8.50am (St Matthew’s)
12.15pm - 12.45pm (St Joseph’s)
5.30pm - 5.50pm (St Matthew’s)
Monday 7th April

10.30am - 11.00am (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 8th April

9.00am - 9.30am (St Joseph’s)
Thursday 10th April

6.00pm - 6.45pm (St Joseph’s)
Friday 11th April

9.00am - 9.30am (St Matthew’s)
6.00pm - 6.45pm (St Joseph’s)

Peter Bishop RIP
The funeral service of Peter Bishop will take place at 12:30pm on Tuesday 8th of April at South West Herts Crematorium

St Luke’s Third Annual Lenfen Talk

This will take place in St Luke’s church Pinner on Saturday, 12 April. Father John Hemer is returning this Lent to offer his
reflections on Christ’s Resurrection and our baptism. The talk will begin at 10:30 am with coffee, tea and cake served at the
interval in the Parish Centre.

A Day with Mary
The next Days with Mary in Westminster Diocese will be held on Saturday 12th April (Our Lady & St Michael, Garston,)
See the Day with Mary website for more details. https://www.adaywithmary.org/

Lourdes 2025

The annual diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes led by Cardinal Nichols will take place from 25th July to 1st August 2025 using
Sanctuary’s theme for the Jubilee year ‘With Mary, Pilgrims of Hope’. Registration for the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes
for 2025 is now open at: https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/

Easter Talks

RECOGNISING THE RISEN LORD - A short series of talks by Fr John Deehan.. . 4 Look at the Easter Narratives in
the Gospels of Year C Tuesday 22nd April. Apocalypse: New Testament Eastertide Readings for Year C Tuesday 22nd
April.  6:30pm- 8:00pm Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SWIP 1QN BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Contact:
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk

Teaching Opportunities
The Sacred Heart Language College, Wealdstone have two teaching vacancies within the Religious Education department:
o Teacher of Religious Education (Full time: ECT/MPS/UPS).
. Second in the Religious Education Department (Full time: MPS/UPS)
Full details are available from the TES and the school & trust websites: www.tshlc.harmow.sch.uk &
www.blessedholyfamily.co.uk

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For the use of the new technologies. We pray that the use of the new technologies will
not replace human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.

Lamp Prayer Intentions

Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Archbishop Elect John Sherrington Our Lady (St Matthew’s) -No Intention

Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) No Intention Our Lady (St Joseph’s) Success of Joel's Bar and
blessings on all involved



Pastoral Letter on the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I wish to speak with you today about the process in which our Parliament is
currently considering legalising assisted suicide through the Terminally I11
Adults (End of Life) Bill. As I have made clear earlier in this debate, as
Catholics we have maintained a principled objection to this change in law
recognising that every human life is sacred, coming as a gift of God and
bearing a God-given dignity. We are, therefore, clearly opposed to this Bill in
principle, elevating, as it does, the autonomy of the individual above all other
considerations.

The passage of the Bill through Parliament will lead to a vote in late April on
whether it progresses further. This will be a crucial moment and I, together
with all the Bishops of England and Wales, am writing to ask your support in
urging your MP to vote against this Bill at that time.

There are serious reasons for doing so. At this point, we wish not simply to
restate our objections in principle, but to emphasise the deeply flawed
process undergone in Parliament thus far. We wish to remind you that it is a
fundamental duty of every MP to ensure that legislation is not imposed on
our society which has not been properly scrutinised and which will bring
about damaging consequences.

The Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill will fundamentally change many of the key relationships in our way of life:
within the family, between doctor and patient, within the health service. Yet there has been no Royal Commission or
independent inquiry ahead of its presentation. It is a Private Member’s Bill. The Bill itself is long and complex and was
published just days before MPs voted on it, giving them inadequate time to consult or reflect upon it. The time for debate was
minimal. The Committee examining the Bill took only three days of evidence: not all voices were heard, and it comprises an
undue number of supporters of the Bill. In short, this is no way to legislate on such an important and morally complex issue.

One consequence of this flawed process is that many vital questions remain unanswered. Can MPs guarantee that the scope
of the Bill will not be extended? In almost every country where assisted suicide has been introduced the current scope is
wider than was originally intended. What role, if any, will the judiciary have in the process? We were told that judicial
oversight was a necessary and vital part of the process; now we are told it isn’t needed at all. What will protect the vulnerable
from coercion, or from feeling a burden on the family? Can the National Health Service cope with assisted suicide or will it,
as the Health Secretary has warned, cause cuts elsewhere in the NHS? Can MPs guarantee that no medical practitioner or care
worker would be compelled to take part in assisted suicide? Would this mean the establishment of a ‘national death service’?

In contrast to the provisions of this Bill, what is needed is first-class, compassionate palliative care at the end of our lives.
This is already provided to many in our society but, tragically, is in short supply and underfunded. No one should be
dispatched as a burden to others. Instead, a good society would prioritise care for the elderly, the vulnerable, and the weak.
The lives of our families are richer for cherishing their presence.

It is a sad reflection on Parliament’s priorities that the House of Commons spent far more time debating the ban on fox
hunting than it is spending on debating bringing in assisted suicide.

I am sure that you will share these concerns. It is now clear that this measure is being rushed without proper scrutiny and
without fundamental questions surrounding safeguards being answered. This is a deeply flawed Bill with untold unintended
consequences.

Every MP, and Government, has a solemn duty to prevent such legislation from reaching the statute book. This, tragically, is
what may happen. So I appeal to you: even if you have written before, please make contact now with your MP and ask them
to vote against this Bill not only on grounds of principle but because of the failure of Parliament to approach this issue in an
adequate and responsible manner.

In his Letter to the Philippians, which we heard in the Second Reading, St Paul reflects on the difficulties and responsibilities
of life. He speaks of ‘pressing on’ and ‘striving’ for the fullness of life promised in Christ Jesus. Yet he is totally confident in
his struggles because, as he says, ‘Christ Jesus has made me his own’.

We too have many struggles. We too know that Christ Jesus has made us his own. So we too press on with this struggle, so
important in our times.

May God bless you all.
Yours devotedly,

r Joé&m& /’\frlé/ﬁtﬁj

" Cardinal Vincent Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster



New Archpbishop of Liverpool,

W .| Tuesday, 27 May at 12 noon.

welcome him.

On Saturday at 12 noon in Rome (11.00am BST) it was announced that Bishop John
Sherrington was to be the next Archbishop of Liverpool. Bishop John has been an Auxilary
Bishop in our diocese since September 2011. He was initially bishop with responsibility for
Hertfordshire, and then became responsible for the Northern Area of the diocese. His
installation will take place in the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool on

We pray for Archbishop - elect John as he moves north and give thanks for his years of
service in our diocese. We also pray for the Archdiocese of Liverpool as they prepare to

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Isaiah 43:16-21

Thus says the Lord,

who makes a way in the sea,

a path in the mighty waters,

who brings forth chariot and horse,

army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
‘Remember not the former things,

nor consider the things of old.

Behold, I am doing a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.

The wild beasts will honour me,

the jackals and the ostriches,

for I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,

the people whom I formed for myself

that they might declare my praise.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 126(125):1-2b. 2¢-3. 4-5. 6. R3

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we
were glad.

When the Lord brought back the exiles of Sion,

we thought we were dreaming.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter;

on our tongues, songs of joy.

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we
were glad.

Then they said among the nations,

‘What great deeds the Lord worked for them!”

What great deeds the Lord worked for us!

Indeed, we were glad.

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we
were glad.

Bring back our exiles, O Lord,

as streams in the Negeb.

Those who are sowing in tears

will sing when they reap.

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we
were glad.

They go out, they go out, full of tears,

bearing seed for the sowing;

they come back, they come back with a song,

bearing their sheaves.

What great deeds the Lord worked for us! Indeed, we
were glad.

Second reading Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and Sisters: 1 count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith — that I may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect,
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on towards the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Even now, says the Lord,

return to me with all your heart,

for I am gracious and merciful.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Gospel John 8:1-11

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the
morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to
him, and he sat down and taught them. The scribes and the
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him,
‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery.
Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such
women. So what do you say?’ This they said to test him, that
they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus
bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. And as
they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them,
‘Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw
a stone at her.” And once more he bent down and wrote on
the ground. But when they heard it, they went away one by
one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone
with the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up and
said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, Lord.” And Jesus said,
‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no
more.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Pope Francis, Ann Archer, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth
Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia
Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen
Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn,
James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom
we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Florence Rodrigo, Canon Bernard Scholes, Peter Bishop and all who have died as a
result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Stanley Sowten, Eileen McNally, Margaret Breen, Ernest Watson,
Carolina Sanzone, Maureen Purcell, Frank Widdowson, John Covell, Mary Murphy, Ann Franklin, Martin O’Halloran, Mary
Paines, Concepcion Gallego, Fr John Bebb, Maurice Finnerty, Sir Herbert Durkin, Francis Pace-O’Shea, Elia Brunicardi,
Mary Gallacher.

Worship this week

(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 6th 9.00am: Mass - Duncan Murray (Birthday Intentions) (St Matthew'’s)
Fifth Sunday 11.00am: Mass —Rappai Keettikkal RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)
Of Lent 6.00pm: Mass —Diana D Souza RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)

8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)
Monday 7th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer
Lent Feria 10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 8th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Lent Feria 10.00am: Mass - Bebe Ryan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Wednesday 9th NO PUBLIC MASS

Lent Feria
Thursday 10th

6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) (6.00-6.30pm Confessions)

Lent Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Martin Cosgrove RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)
Friday 11th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Lent Feria 10.00am: Mass - Siloe Baruteau (Sp Intns)

Saturday 12th
Lent Feria

Sunday 13th

Followed By Stations of The Cross and Rosary (St Matthew’s)

7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Joseph’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Ada Lucaney (Sp Intns) (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Bill Petch RIP & Syd West RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

Palm Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Fr John Warnaby RIP (Ist Anniv) (St Joseph’s)
Of the Passion 6.00pm: Mass - Bell Family (St Matthew’s)
of the Lord 8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s)

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan 0§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




