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Dear Parishioners 
This week celebrates the foundation of our faith. During the last six weeks, strengthened by our prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving, we have been preparing ourselves to dance with the foundational mysteries of what it means to be Catholic. The 

Liturgies this week are ancient and contemporary, they are deliberate and poetic, they are simple and baroque. They take 

seriously the human experience. They are also a challenge for a preacher; we are humbly reminded our homily is just a small 

part of the liturgies. 

There is a lot of cheap grace (spiritual junk food) being offered these days. There are some who have declared charity is a 

vice, empathy a sin, and poverty a divine punishment. Doubt and dialogue are signs of weakness and pithy memes have 

replaced study and self-reflection. There is nothing new here; Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer spoke of the same thing over eighty 

years ago. 

Our task, as preachers, is to offer brief words that will invite and highlight the journey with our community through the 

spectacle of Palm Sunday, the hope of Holy Thursday, the scandal of Good Friday, the silence of Holy Saturday and the 

promise of Easter. It is our job to connect the ancient stories to the reality of our lives in 2025. 

On this Palm Sunday, the Gospel at the Procession sets the stage for the whole week! The confident preparation, the 

exuberant crowds, and the fear of the authority are met with a confident Jesus. He is unfazed by the extremes. He understands 

his destiny and will do it His way. 

The disciples are preparing for the week. Two are given a simple task with the authority of Jesus. When their work is 

challenged, they reply: the Master needs it! There is no doubt that the Lord is in charge of it all. 

But terribly quickly, as we read the passion, the joy and hope turn to anger and fear. Is Jesus really in charge? Jesus’ passion 

is not difficult (algebra is difficult), it is an existential catastrophe. How are we expected to worship this broken one? 

Each aspect of Luke’s passion demands the rethinking of what it means to follow Christ. 

 The betrayal by his friend Judas 

 The cowardice of Peter 

 The despair in the Garden 

 The humiliation of his trial 

 The contempt of the soldiers 

 The capricious nature of the crowd 

 And even the borrowed grave 

Oh Lord, where is your grace? Oh Lord, where is your victory? 

The genius of Christianity is that grace is not a destination or reward, but rather within the life we embrace. Throughout 

Luke’s passion Jesus shows that the betrayal, cowardice, despair, humiliation, and contempt are never the final word. They 

are evils that are confronted and endured. Amid the joy and hope, the grief and anxiety of human life, grace uses the cracks 

and brokenness of our life to let God’s saving light shine. Let us go forth to walk with the Lord this week.. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Lent Second Collection. 
Thank you for your generosity in last week’s second collection for our local hospices as part of our Lenten giving. 

Readers at St Matthew’s 
We have been blessed with a number of people wishing to read at Mass. For a number of years we have had a rota to sign up 
to. Colette Quirk has taken on the task of co-ordinating readers. An extra blessing that has arisen is that we also have a 
number of people willing to read during the week, especially new people. As a result, we need to have a rota for weekday 
Masses too. Colette will also co-ordinate this rota. If you would like to read at any Mass in St Matthew’s, please contact 
Colette with your availability on colettequirk@gmail.com 

Readers at St Joseph’s 
We are currently appealing for new readers to join the Readers' rota at St Joseph's, for the Saturday and the Sunday Masses 
and also for the weekday Masses. Please contact Linda in the parish office if you would like to volunteer 
carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Defibrillator Training 
St John Ambulance is providing free demonstrations of CPR and the use of defibrillators at St Matthew’s Hall on Thursday 
24th April at 19.00  and Saturday 24th May at 10.00 . Each session will last just over an hour. Attendance is limited to a 
maximum of 30 per session and advance booking is required. Please contact Terry on TP.Sullivan@outlook.com if you wish 
to attend.  

Assisted Suicide News 
The Catholic Medical Association (CMA), has released its position statement on the bill passing through parliament that 
seeks to legalise assisted suicide. 

The Catholic Medical Association (CMA) is committed to upholding the moral teachings of the Catholic Church as applied 
to the field of healthcare. It is therefore fundamentally opposed to the legislation proposed in MP Kim Leadbeater’s Assisted 
Dying Bill. 

Catholic Moral Teaching holds that it is always wrong to make a direct attack on innocent human life. Assisted suicide 
constitutes such an attack and can therefore never be condoned. Also, in keeping with the natural moral law, the fundamental 
right to life is a core element of the United Nations Charter in its Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). This right 
cannot be conferred but is inherent by virtue of our membership of the human family. Without the right to life there can be no 
logical duty to respect any other right. 

The term “assisted dying” is used in a euphemistic way in the Bill. What it actually proposes is assisted suicide.  Although 
suicide itself was decriminalised in 1961 because it was recognised that those attempting to take their own lives generally 
suffer with serious mental health difficulties and depression, assisted suicide remains a crime which may attract a long prison 
sentence. This reflects the societal view that suicide is not a thing to be desired and government does actually allocate 
considerable resources to its prevention. 

The Leadbeater Bill requires that steps be taken to establish that a person requesting assisted suicide has a clear, settled and 
informed wish to end their own life. The decision must have been made voluntarily without coercion or pressure from any 
other person. However, as senior lawyers, judges and doctors have observed, it will prove difficult or impossible to establish 
that these provisions have been strictly observed. It is clear from experience in countries which have legalised assisted 
suicide that abuse of the regulations is not at all uncommon. Against this background, patients would understandably begin to 
fear for their safety within health services. Scrutiny of this bill has been inadequate and biased and has left it dangerously 
flawed. 

For Christians and non-Christians alike, the ancient, fundamental principle of absolute respect for human life has always 
been officially upheld. In the Hippocratic Oath which dates to several hundred years before the time of Christ; it states: 

“I will give no deadly drug to any, nor will I counsel such.” 

Legalised assisted suicide would overturn the ethical basis of medicine and the other healthcare professions by requiring 
them to take the lives of their patients. The CMA would not endorse this under any circumstances and will always advocate 
for health-workers to be allowed to act in accordance with their Christian principles. 

The true and ethical meaning of assisted dying is encompassed by palliative care medicine and nursing. We can be justly 
proud that this field of healthcare was founded by Dame Cicely Saunders in the UK and is widely recognised as being the 
best in the world. Unfortunately, palliative care is extremely poorly resourced by the government and the greater part of 
funding is from charitable donations. The CMA believes that adequate medical and nursing care during a person’s final 
illness is at least as important as at any other stage of life. Cicely Saunders famously reassured the dying that, “You matter 
because you are you, and you matter to the end of your life. We will do all we can not only to help you die peacefully, but 
also to live until you die.” However, it may prove difficult or impossible to maintain this compassionate approach given the 
position Kim Leadbeater has taken. Evidence considered by the bill committee, largely ignored, shows the detrimental effect 
that assisted suicide legislation can have on the provision of palliative care. Hospices have expressed serious concern about 
this legislation and the consequent uncertainty it creates regarding their future operation. 

The CMA abhors and rejects the proposed legislation in Kim Leadbeater’s Bill and calls instead for major investment in 
palliative care services such that they become available to all who need them in the UK, 24 hours a day. 

Assisted suicide Bill even worse than before - postcards available 
The Committee Stage of the assisted suicide Bill has ended. It is now weaker and less safe than it was before. 300+ 
amendments that sought to strengthen safeguards in the Bill and protect vulnerable groups were rejected by Bill supporters, 
including protection for people with disabilities and domestic abuse victims. 

Please take action now - collect a red and white postcard, fill out your details and post it to your MP today! 



Sacrament of Reconciliation 
This week the sacrament will be available at the following times. 
 
Monday 14th April 
10.30am - 11.00am (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 15th April 
8.00am - 8.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 16th April 
10.30am - 11.00am (St Joseph’s) 

Thursday 17th April 
9.15am - 10.00am (St Matthew’s) 

Friday 18th April 
11.00am - 11.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Saturday 19th March 
9.30am - 10.30am (St Matthew’s) 
11.00 - 12 noon (St Joseph’s) 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For the use of the new technologies. We pray that the use of the new technologies will 
not replace human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) Those being baptised at Easter Our Lady (St Matthew’s) -Special Intention  
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s)   Maurice & Florence Rodrigo  Our Lady (St Joseph’s)  Fr John Warnaby RIP  
        & John Crowle RIP 

 

Deanery Penitential Service 

This will take place at St Gregory the 

Great Church, South Ruislip on 

Monday 14th April at 7.30pm. 

A number of priests will be available 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

March Financial News 
Due to a technical issue, the monthly financial information that was due to be published in this newsletter last week is still 
not available. Below are some letters from the Chairs of both our Finance Committees. 

St Matthew’s 
The Finance Committee would like to thank parishioners for their continued generosity which helps ensure the running of 
the Parish. We welcome new members to join our committee at any time. We also welcome any ideas regarding fundraising, 
cost savings or offers for specific assistance you feel the Parish may benefit from.  
Our central aim this coming year is to increase income from Social occasions and the Hall. To that end we will be 
constituting a new Social Committee tasked with organising and running events to raise much needed funds for the Parish. If 
you are interested in joining that committee, or have any ideas you'd like to discuss, please do reach out to me, Chris O'Brien 
on 07545215582 or northwoodcof@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
As I am retiring as Chair of the Finance Committee at St Joseph's I would like to thank everyone in our parish sincerely for 
all their generous contributions over the last 3 years. 
We started the finance committee with Father John in 2022 and managed to drive the church's finances into a much healthier 
position. 
I am especially pleased with the 100 club which has brought in funds directly used for causes at St Joseph's. The contactless 
machine has brought us up to date with the latest technology to make it easier to contribute in today's cashless society. 
We are also utilising the parish hall more for parish community events - the hall does need some attention and we are trying 
to obtain a National Lottery Grant to help with the costs of upkeep and repairs. 
Something that I would like to encourage everyone to consider if you regularly contribute is to consider gift aid - this 
immediately increases the amount given at no extra cost to yourself. 
Please speak to Linda in the parish office should you need more information on how to go about doing this. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jackie Holland (Fundraising) and Peter McCaffrey (Health and Safety) for all 
their hard work on the Finance Committee during an especially trying time with the passing of Father John, and thank Father 
Tom for taking over the reins. Finally, a massive thank you to Linda (Parish Office Admin), you are worth your weight in 
gold! 
God Bless. 
Jeanette Mokawem 
 

Disco Bob 
Thank you to all who have enquired after Disco Bob.  He is continuing to have six weeks cage rest. On Friday he visited the 
vet where he had his stitches removed and also had his vaccinations that were due. The vet was pleased with his wound and 
leg as they seemed to be improving. 



(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Bill Petch RIP & Syd West RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 13th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Palm Sunday  11.00am: Mass –Fr John Warnaby RIP (1st Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
of the Passion 6.00pm: Mass –Bell Family (St Matthew’s)  
of the Lord  8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 14th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Monday of   10.00am: Mass - Averelle Calde (Sp Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
Holy Week  

Tuesday 15th 8.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 08:40 Morning Prayer   
Tuesdday of   9.00am: Mass - Micheal Ormsby (Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 
Holy Week  12.00 noon Chrism Mass in Westminster Cathedral 

Wednesday 16th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Wednesday of  10.00am: Mass - Rafael Pino (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
Holy Week   

Thursday 17th 9.00am Morning Prayer (St Matthew’s) 
Maundy  7.30pm: Mass of The Lord’s Supper - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Thursday  (followed by Watch until Midnight) 

Friday 18th   9.00am Morning Prayer and Office of Readings (St Matthew’s)    
Good   12.00pm Stations of The Cross for Children (St Joseph’s) 
Friday   3.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (St Matthew’s) 
   5.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (St Joseph’s) 
   7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 19t  9.00am Morning Prayer and Office of Readings (St Matthew’s)   
Holy Saturday 3.00pm Blessing of Easter Food (St Joseph’s) 
   8.30pm: Easter Vigil - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)   

Sunday 20th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Easter Sunday 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

   NO EVENING MASS 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass  intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Pope Francis, Ann Archer , Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar , Mary Elizabeth 
Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby 
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia 
Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen 
Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, 
James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom 
we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Florence Rodrigo, Canon Bernard Scholes, Peter Bishop  and all who have died as a 
result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Fr John Warnaby, Geraldine Horwood, Mary Gallacher, William 
Lyddal, Christopher O’Connor, Mary Ellul, Adrian Sennett, Nancy Turner, Joseph McDaid, George Bamber, Bernard 
McGovern, Bernard McGaleen, Mary Keay, Bernard Reddington, Anne Lowe, Harold Archer, Douglas Barrett, James 
Messenger, Dennis Brown, Danielle LaRouche, Ray Robinson, Annie Sewell, Daisy Richmond, Nora O’Halloran, Abraham 
Swampillai. 

Worship this week 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


