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V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Dear Parishioners 
Habemus Papam 

Thursday evening was an incredible moment. I was with the guests in 

Palazzola watching Sky News when the white smoke came from the 

chimney of the Sistine Chapel. It was a bit of a surprise, as I had expected 

the Conclave to take longer than previous ones, but it seems the Holy 

Spirit had other plans and the Cardinals chose our new Holy Father quite 

quickly in the end. As we watched the coverage, when the announcement 

was made we all said “who?” In some ways were are left wondering who 

this new Holy Father will be, but we can be assured that he will be the 

right Holy Father for our times (as St John Paul II was when he was 

elected). We pray for him and ask that he will be a faithful shepherd to the 

People of God. 

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday where we traditionally pray for 

vocations to the priesthood. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus says: “My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” Jesus knows 

each of us. For Jesus, we are not anonymous persons. He calls each of us 

and knows us by name. The name given to us by loving parents and 

friends is known to him! Christ Himself is the Good Shepherd, who knows 

each one of us and gives His life for us. 

We are called to listen to God's voice, a voice we can trust. This voice always seeks the best for us and will guide us in the 

path of goodness. In the midst of so many voices, we recognize the voice of the one who gives us life.  

Jesus is calling us. He says: "I came that they might have life and have it to the full".  He said this while speaking of us, for 

he is our shepherd, our protector, leading us to everlasting life.   

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



This week 
Fr Tom is still away in Rome until Friday .16th May. Masses will be covered by Fr Tim Hutton and Fr Tony Pelligrini. 
Therefore there will be no weekday exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before Mass. There will be exposition as normal on 
Saturday. 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 
The next Baptism Preparation evening will be held in the hall at St Joseph’s on Thursday 22nd May at 7.45pm (after 
the evening Mass) 

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Our Lady of Willesden May Procession  
The annual May Procession in honour of Our Lady will take place at the Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden on Sunday, 11th 
May, at 3pm at which the Preacher will be the Rt Rev Hugh Allan, O.Praem.  Bakerloo and Overground to Willesden 
Junction - Buses 18, 187, 206, 220, 226, 228, 260, 266 & 487 

Priest Training Fund 
This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday, the day we pray for priests and for vocations to the priesthood. The annual collection 
for the Priest Training Fund will take place next weekend. This fund pays for the priestly formation of men for the Catholic 
priesthood. There are currently 50 men studying at Allen Hall seminary, 13 of whom are from our own Diocese. 2 of these 
are deacons for Westminster. We also have 2 seminarians at the Royal English College in Valladolid. Last year 3 deacons 
who studied at Allen Hall were ordained priests. This fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and formation of our 
ordained priests. Your generous donation helps ensure we can support these men who are called to be like Christ the Good 
Shepherd. Donation envelopes are available in the back of the church. Please take one home, read the information, and bring 
it back next weekend with your donation. Please continue to pray for vocations and for our priests. You can use the QR code 
to make your donation online or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for your generosity  

Still time to stop assisted suicide becoming law 
When the Private Members’ Bill seeking to legalise assisted suicide passed its Second Reading and vote back in November 
2024, it felt like a dark day – one that could lead to a fundamental shift in our culture regarding end-of-life care. Not only 
that, concerns were aired and remain that the most vulnerable could be coerced into a bad choice, or be made to feel a real 
burden on those around them.  Now in the latter weeks of the Committee Stage ahead of the Report Stage, attention is also 
falling on the myriad of problems with this Bill. The Bishops are opposed in principle but, in addition, the Bill clearly 
generates more questions than it answers. Will the hospice movement be allowed to continue to punch above its under-
funded weight to deliver the end of life care services it is heralded for? Will palliative care be invested in and bolstered in all 
areas of England and Wales? Will healthcare professionals, many Catholic, be afforded the freedom of conscience not to 
participate in an assisted death? Will the trusted doctor-patient relationship be forever changed? If made law, would this 
grease the ‘slippery slope’ pulling other vulnerable groups into scope? Clearly this is something we have witnessed in other 
jurisdictions where assisted suicide is legal. 

Safeguards were promised. A key assertion was the need for a judge to sign-off on a request for an assisted death. No longer 
necessary, apparently. However you cut it up and amend it, this remains a flawed bill that has not been given the time, and 
indeed scrutiny, required to legislate on a crucial matter of life and death. 

Now is the time to act ahead of the Third Reading and vote in just over a week. You can still make your voice heard to 
oppose assisted suicide. “All is not lost, and we must continue to fight this Bill, especially for the Third Reading,” says 
Bishop John Sherrington, the Lead Bishop for Life Issues. “It’s really important that people write to their MPs. You can 
either write a letter, use the cards that come from Right to Life, or use the e-campaign link. But we need to tell MPs of our 
concerns and why we’re opposed to this Bill.” 

Report Stage of the assisted suicide Bill is 16 May. Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/ASVote to email 
your MP - it takes just 30 seconds! If you have the time, please also visit your MP - you can arrange a meeting now by 
visiting www.righttolife.org.uk/meetyourMP 

Defibrillator Training 
St John Ambulance is providing free demonstrations of CPR and the use of defibrillators at St Matthew’s Hall on Saturday 
24th May at 10.00am . The session will last just over an hour. Attendance is limited to a maximum of 30 per session and 
advance booking is required. Please contact Terry on TP.Sullivan@outlook.com if you wish to attend.  

Portuguese Mass 
A Mass for Our Lady of Fatima will be celebrated on Saturday 17th May at 7.00pm with a procession of Our Lady. 

Funeral Arrangements for Fr Aidan Sharratt . 
Fr Aidan’s mortal remains will be received at St Anne’s Care Home, 77 Manor Road, London N16 5BL at 4.45pm on 
Wednesday 21 May before a Requiem Mass to be celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan at 5pm. 

The Funeral Mass will be on Thursday 22 May at 11am with Bishop Nicholas Hudson presiding. The homily will be given 
by Fr John Williamson OCD. Cremation will follow at Islington Crematorium, 278 High Road, London N2 9AG. 

There is limited car parking at St Anne’s and good public transport links. 



Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May For working conditions. We pray that through work, each person might find 
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that society might be humanized.   

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
Blessed Sacrament (St Matthew’s) James Henderson RIP   Our  Lady (St Matthew’s) -Thanksgiving for prayers answered 
Blessed Sacrament (St Joseph’s) Fr Aidan Sharratt RIP Our  Lady (St Joseph’s)  Pope Leo XIV  

Saint of the week. 

St Matthias, Apostle, 
Patron Saint of alcoholics, carpenters, and tailors 

Invoked against smallpox  

Very little is known about Saint Matthias, whom we honor today. He was 
most likely living in Galilee at the time that Jesus began His public ministry 
because he fits the description as “…one of the men who accompanied us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus came and went among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day on which he was taken up from 
us…” (Acts 1:21–22). He certainly was among Jesus’ first followers. 

After Judas betrayed our Lord, the Gospel of Matthew says that Judas 
“went off and hanged himself” (Matthew 27:5). In the Acts of the Apostles, 
the Apostle Peter describes Judas’ death this way: “…falling headlong, he 
burst open in the middle, and all his insides spilled out” (Acts 1:18). 
Regardless of how Judas died, he was one of the Twelve. Twelve is an 
important number in the Bible because there were twelve sons of Jacob 
(later given the name Israel) and those twelve sons established the twelve 
tribes that made up the people of Israel. Therefore, when Judas died, Peter 
recommended that someone be appointed to replace him so that the 
Apostles would once again number twelve. Peter quoted Psalm 109 that 
prophesied, “May another take his office” (Acts 1:20). 

In order to pick a suitable successor, the approximately 120 disciples who 
were gathered together at that time in Jerusalem, perhaps in the upper room 
where the Last Supper had been celebrated, elected two who had been with 
Jesus from the beginning. Most likely these men were among the seventy-
two disciples that Jesus had sent out on a mission of evangelization during 
His public ministry. The Acts of the Apostles describes it this way: “So 
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed, ‘You, Lord, who know the hearts 
of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas turned 
away to go to his own place.’ Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was counted with the eleven 
apostles” (Acts 1:23–26). 

Even though there were about 120 disciples gathered together, the Twelve were singled out as Apostles. This election of 
Matthias took place prior to Pentecost, so when the Holy Spirit came, it came upon Matthias as an Apostle, and the Twelve 
as a united body, along with the rest of the disciples. 

One significant theological point to consider is that because it was Peter who organized the elevation of a disciple to the 
responsibility of Apostle, it is clear that the Apostles did not not believe that Jesus intended the role of Apostle to end with 
the deaths of the Twelve. Jesus intended their ministry to continue and even to expand beyond twelve as the Church 
expanded beyond Jerusalem. The appointment of Matthias as an Apostle clearly teaches us that the pope, the successor of 
Saint Peter, has the authority and responsibility to appoint new Apostles—bishops—as needed. 

After this mention of Matthias in the Acts of the Apostles, nothing more is said about him. We know nothing for certain 
about his life and ministry after his becoming one of the first bishops of the Church. According to various traditions, 
Matthias traveled north to Cappadocia, modern-day central Turkey, and then east to the Caspian Sea, modern-day Georgia. 
He is believed to have died a martyr by crucifixion or may have even been stoned and then beheaded. Other traditions state 
that he traveled south to modern-day Sudan and Ethiopia. 

The Church Father from a century later, Saint Clement of Alexandria,  quotes Saint Matthias as follows: “It behooves us to 
combat the flesh, and make use of it, without pampering it by unlawful gratifications. As to the soul, we must develop her 
power by faith and knowledge.” This quote reveals the deep spiritual knowledge Saint Matthias had regarding the importance 
of the mortification of the flesh and the spiritual necessity of faith. There is little doubt that the three years he spent as a 
disciple of Jesus prepared him for his ministry as a bishop. And there is little doubt that his ministry as a bishop brought 
about the conversion and sanctification of many. 

Saint Matthias, you heard Jesus calling you to follow Him from the very beginning of His public ministry.  
You responded with generosity, fulfilling the humble role of a disciple and missionary.  

When you were chosen as one of the Twelve and ordained a bishop, you fulfilled your shepherding duty of spreading the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. Please pray for me, that I will listen to the voice of God and respond to His call generously 

all the days of my life. Saint Matthias, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 



 First “Urbi et Orbi” Blessing of the Holy Father Leo XIV 
On Thursday evening the Holy Father Leo XIV, preceded by the Cross, appeared on the external Loggia of Blessings of the 
Vatican Basilica to greet the people and to impart the “Urbi et Orbi” Apostolic Blessing. Before the Blessing, the new Pope 
addressed the following words to the faithful: 

 Peace be with you all! 

Dear brothers and sisters, these are the first words spoken by the risen Christ, the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for 
God’s flock. I would like this greeting of peace to resound in your hearts, in your families, among all people, wherever they 
may be, in every nation and throughout the world. Peace be with you! 

It is the peace of the risen Christ. A peace that is unarmed and disarming, humble and persevering. A peace that comes from 
God, the God who loves us all, unconditionally. 

We can still hear the faint yet ever courageous voice of Pope Francis as he blessed Rome, the Pope who blessed Rome, who 
gave his blessing to the world, the whole world, on the morning of Easter. Allow me to extend that same blessing: God loves 
us, God loves you all, and evil will not prevail! All of us are in God’s hands. So, let us move forward, without fear, together, 
hand in hand with God and with one another other! We are followers of Christ. Christ goes before us. The world needs his 
light. Humanity needs him as the bridge that can lead us to God and his love. Help us, one and all, to build bridges through 
dialogue and encounter, joining together as one people, always at peace. Thank you, Pope Francis! 

I also thank my brother Cardinals, who have chosen me to be the Successor of Peter and to walk together with you as a 
Church, united, ever pursuing peace and justice, ever seeking to act as men and women faithful to Jesus Christ, in order to 
proclaim the Gospel without fear, to be missionaries. 

I am an Augustinian, a son of Saint Augustine, who once said, “With you I am a Christian, and for you I am a bishop.” In 
this sense, all of us can journey together toward the homeland that God has prepared for us. 

A special greeting to the Church of Rome! Together, we must look for ways to be a missionary Church, a Church that builds 
bridges and encourages dialogue, a Church ever open to welcoming, like this Square with its open arms, all those who are in 
need of our charity, our presence, our readiness to dialogue and our love. 

And if you also allow me a brief word, a greeting to everyone and in particular to my beloved Diocese of Chiclayo, in Peru, 
where a faithful people has accompanied its Bishop, shared its faith and given so much, so much, to continue being a faithful 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

To all of you, brothers and sisters in Rome, in Italy, throughout the world: we want to be a synodal Church, a Church that 
moves forward, a Church that always seeks peace, that always seeks charity, that always seeks to be close above all to those 
who are suffering. 

Today is the day of the Prayer of Supplication to Our Lady of Pompeii. Our Mother Mary always wants to walk at our side, 
to remain close to us, to help us with her intercession and her love. So I would like to pray together with you. Let us pray 
together for this new mission, for the whole Church, for peace in the world, and let us ask Mary, our Mother, for this special 
grace: Hail Mary… 

 

Homily from Holy Mass of His Holiness Leo XIV with the College of Cardinals 
I will begin with a word in English, and the rest is in Italian. 

But I want to repeat the words from the Responsorial Psalm: “I will sing a new song to the Lord, because he has done 
marvels.” 

And indeed, not just with me but with all of us. My brother Cardinals, as we celebrate this morning, I invite you to recognize 
the marvels that the Lord has done, the blessings that the Lord continues to pour out on all of us through the Ministry of 
Peter. 

You have called me to carry that cross, and to be blessed with that mission, and I know I can rely on each and every one of 
you to walk with me, as we continue as a Church, as a community of friends of Jesus, as believers to announce the Good 
News, to announce the Gospel. 

[Continued in Italian] 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). In these words, Peter, asked by the Master, together with the 
other disciples, about his faith in him, expressed the patrimony that the Church, through the apostolic succession, has 
preserved, deepened and handed on for two thousand years. 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God: the one Saviour, who alone reveals the face of the Father. 

In him, God, in order to make himself close and accessible to men and women, revealed himself to us in the trusting eyes of 
a child, in the lively mind of a young person and in the mature features of a man (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22), finally appearing 
to his disciples after the resurrection with his glorious body. He thus showed us a model of human holiness that we can all 
imitate, together with the promise of an eternal destiny that transcends all our limits and abilities. 

Peter, in his response, understands both of these things: the gift of God and the path to follow in order to allow himself to be 
changed by that gift. They are two inseparable aspects of salvation entrusted to the Church to be proclaimed for the good of 
the human race. Indeed, they are entrusted to us, who were chosen by him before we were formed in our mothers’ wombs 
(cf. Jer 1:5), reborn in the waters of Baptism and, surpassing our limitations and with no merit of our own, brought here and 
sent forth from here, so that the Gospel might be proclaimed to every creature (cf. Mk 16:15). 

In a particular way, God has called me by your election to succeed the Prince of the Apostles, and has entrusted this treasure 
to me so that, with his help, I may be its faithful administrator (cf. 1 Cor 4:2) for the sake of the entire mystical Body of the 
Church. He has done so in order that she may be ever more fully a city set on a hill (cf. Rev 21:10), an ark of salvation 
sailing through the waters of history and a beacon that illumines the dark nights of this world. And this, not so much through 



the magnificence of her 
structures or the grandeur of her 
buildings – like the monuments 
among which we find ourselves 

– but rather through the holiness of 
her members. For we are the 
people whom God has chosen as 
his own, so that we may declare 
the wonderful deeds of him who 
called us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light (cf. 1 Pet 2:9). 

Peter, however, makes his 
profession of faith in reply to a 
specific question: “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man 
is?” (Mt16:13). The question is not 
insignificant. It concerns an 
essential aspect of our ministry, namely, the world in which we live, with its limitations and its potential, its questions and 
its convictions. 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” If we reflect on the scene we are considering, we might find two possible 
answers, which characterize two different attitudes. 

First, there is the world’s response. Matthew tells us that this conversation between Jesus and his disciples takes place in the 
beautiful town of Caesarea Philippi, filled with luxurious palaces, set in a magnificent natural landscape at the foot of Mount 
Hermon, but also a place of cruel power plays and the scene of betrayals and infidelity. This setting speaks to us of a world 
that considers Jesus a completely insignificant person, at best someone with an unusual and striking way of speaking and 
acting. And so, once his presence becomes irksome because of his demands for honesty and his stern moral requirements, 
this “world” will not hesitate to reject and eliminate him. 

Then there is the other possible response to Jesus’ question: that of ordinary people. For them, the Nazarene is not a 
charlatan, but an upright man, one who has courage, who speaks well and says the right things, like other great prophets in 
the history of Israel. That is why they follow him, at least for as long as they can do so without too much risk or 
inconvenience. Yet to them he is only a man, and therefore, in times of danger, during his passion, they too abandon him and 
depart disappointed. 

What is striking about these two attitudes is their relevance today. They embody notions that we could easily find on the lips 
of many men and women in our own time, even if, while essentially identical, they are expressed in different language. 

Even today, there are many settings in which the Christian faith is considered absurd, meant for the weak and unintelligent. 
Settings where other securities are preferred, like technology, money, success, power, or pleasure. 

These are contexts where it is not easy to preach the Gospel and bear witness to its truth, where believers are mocked, 
opposed, despised or at best tolerated and pitied. Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the places where our missionary 
outreach is desperately needed. A lack of faith is often tragically accompanied by the loss of meaning in life, the neglect of 
mercy, appalling violations of human dignity, the crisis of the family and so many other wounds that afflict our society. 

Today, too, there are many settings in which Jesus, although appreciated as a man, is reduced to a kind of charismatic leader 
or superman. This is true not only among non-believers but also among many baptized Christians, who thus end up living, at 
this level, in a state of practical atheism. 

This is the world that has been entrusted to us, a world in which, as Pope Francis taught us so many times, we are called to 
bear witness to our joyful faith in Jesus the Saviour. Therefore, it is essential that we too repeat, with Peter: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). 

It is essential to do this, first of all, in our personal relationship with the Lord, in our commitment to a daily journey of 
conversion. Then, to do so as a Church, experiencing together our fidelity to the Lord and bringing the Good News to all 
(cf. Lumen Gentium, 1). 

I say this first of all to myself, as the Successor of Peter, as I begin my mission as Bishop of Rome and, according to the well
-known expression of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, am called to preside in charity over the universal Church (cf. Letter to the 
Romans, Prologue). Saint Ignatius, who was led in chains to this city, the place of his impending sacrifice, wrote to the 
Christians there: “Then I will truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ, when the world no longer sees my body” (Letter to the 
Romans, IV, 1). Ignatius was speaking about being devoured 
by wild beasts in the arena – and so it happened – but his 
words apply more generally to an indispensable commitment 
for all those in the Church who exercise a ministry of 
authority. It is to move aside so that Christ may remain, to 
make oneself small so that he may be known and glorified 
(cf. Jn 3:30), to spend oneself to the utmost so that all may 
have the opportunity to know and love him. 

May God grant me this grace, today and always, through the 
loving intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church. 

Collect for the Pope  

O God, who in your providential design  
willed that your Church be built  
upon blessed Peter, whom you set over the other Apostles,  
look with favour, we pray, on Leo our Pope  
and grant that he, whom you have made Peter’s successor, 
may be for your people a visible source and foundation  
of unity in faith and of communion.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen  

 



Obituary of Fr Aidan Sharratt by the Vicar General 

In his prime Fr Aidan Sharratt although small in stature, “vertically challenged” as he described himself, was a big advocate 
for people locally and universally who were poor, disadvantaged or marginalized. At the diocesan Council of Priests he 
would always speak out to ensure that the discussions and recommendations took into account the circumstances and needs 
of the weakest and most vulnerable members of the Church and wider society. He was aware that he was seen as the 
spokesperson for ‘the people’s republic of Islington’, and he enjoyed this! He could be intensely serious and also delightfully 
funny.    

Born in Northumberland on 15 May 1940 Aidan was the sixth child of ten – seven boys and three girls – born to Edward and 
Frances Sharratt. He was brought up in a family of practising Catholics. His early years were spent in Gosforth where the 
family home was across the road from St Charles church and the primary school that he attended until he went to St Mary’s 
Missionary College at Grange-over-Sands in Cumbria. He was always aware and proud of the traditions of the Church in the 
north east of England, the land of saints such as Aidan, Bede, Cuthbert, Hilda and Oswald. His brother Michael was a priest, 
his sister Anne was a Religious Sister with the Medical Missionaries of Mary. Fr Michael lectured at Ushaw College, Sr 
Anne was a missionary in Nigeria. Aidan’s sense of vocation to the priesthood, from an early age, led him to the Holy Ghost 
Fathers, now known as the Spiritans. He was sent for studies in Rome, at the Pontifical Gregorian University, to study for a 
Licence in Sacred Theology.  

Aidan was ordained to the priesthood, on 1 July 1965 by Bishop Edward Ellis of Nottingham, in Wellsborough, 
Leicestershire. Fr Aidan Sharratt CSSp celebrated his first Mass in Ponteland, Northumberland. He and his religious 
superiors were hoping that he would undertake missionary work in Nigeria but the plan was thwarted due to war and Fr 
Aidan was sent to London to study Classics at Queen Mary College, part of London University, in Mile End. He lived in the 
presbytery of Guardian Angels parish, Mile End from 1965-68. He then returned to Grange-over-Sands to teach at the Holy 
Ghost junior seminary until 1971 when he returned to Mile End to take up his appointment as Assistant Priest until 1973. He 
was then appointed Assistant Priest at St Joan of Arc, Highbury. He felt at home in the Diocese of Westminster and became 
an incardinated priest of the Diocese in November 1974. He remained at Highbury until 1978. His next appointment took 
him to Holy Rood, Watford where he remained until 1980 when he was appointed Parish Priest at St Paul the Apostle, Wood 
Green. He remained there until 1982. He was then appointed Assistant Priest at St Thomas More, Manor House and Parish 
Priest the following year. The parish modeled the Church of Vatican II and Fr Aidan’s pastoral ministry of outreach and 
inclusion, and his celebration of the liturgy, was appreciated by his parishioners. He remained in Manor House until January 
2003 when he requested and was granted sabbatical leave.  

Fr Aidan’s sabbatical enabled him to fulfill his ambition to walk the medieval pilgrim route through Italy, from the north 
west to the south east, the ‘Via Francigena’, from the Swiss border to the heel of Italy. The distance of over 900 miles was 
done entirely on foot. In his book ‘One Pilgrim’s Story’, a personal discovery of the Via Francigena, published in 2009, he 
wrote, “To walk is to be in touch with both a land and its people, and I was more than happy to depend on those I met, and 
bring out that innate kindness which is in every Italian. I felt close to the medieval pilgrim too. Most of them walked, though 
some of the menfolk had donkeys (not so the women and the poor).” Fr Aidan was motivated to reach the destination while 
making the most of the journey – perhaps an allegory of the life of faith, a faith mediated to Fr Aidan by his family and also 
the faith of the saints of Northumbria whom he knew so well. 

On his return from sabbatical Fr Aidan took up his next appointment as Parish Priest at St Joseph, Carpenders Park and South 
Oxhey from January 2004-12. In 2012 he was appointed Chaplain to the Sisters at the Carmelite monastery in St Charles 
Square, off Ladbroke Grove. As the resident Chaplain, ministering to the Sisters and living independently alongside the 
monastery, the situation suited him not least because of proximity to St Mary’s Hospital and the nearby Health Centre. At 
this time he was suffering with arthritis, kidney problems and deafness. He described celebrating Mass every day for the 
Carmelite Sisters as a privilege. In January 2015, four months before his seventy-fifth birthday, Fr Aidan wrote to Cardinal 
Vincent to express his wish to retire from full time ministry at the customary age and to begin the next stage of his priestly 
life, “probably in a home for the elderly”, preferably in a place where other priests of the Diocese were living. He was keen 
that notice of his retirement would give sufficient time for his successor to be identified and appointed. He retired as 
Chaplain to Notting Hill Carmel in July 2015.  

Fr Aidan did not relocate to a home for the elderly but to the presbytery of St Mary and St Michael parish, Commercial Road 
where he was given a warm welcome by Fr Willie Skehan, the Parish Priest. Fr Aidan moved there in July 2015 soon after 
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of his ordination. His accommodation was a well-appointed self-contained flat within the 
large presbytery. He was pleased to be of service to the parish, a parish that was living out the principles of the Second 
Vatican Council in terms of liturgy and pastoral engagement. Fr Aidan was happy. During the Covid lockdown he could be 
relied on to produce tasty pasta meals every evening, having developed an appetite from walking and gardening. As his 
health declined additional care was needed and St Anne’s Care Home in Stoke Newington, with the Little Sisters of the Poor, 
was to be his final place of residence. He went to live there in May 2021 to receive the care and support he needed, especially 
as the effects of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia increased. He came to be appreciated and loved by the Little Sisters, staff 
and residents. In August 2021 his younger brother, Fr Michael Sharratt, a priest of the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, 
died at the age of 82 years. He had been living with the Little Sisters of the Poor at their care home in Newcastle.  

Fr Aidan died peacefully at St Anne’s Care Home on 22 April 2025 at the age of 84 years, a few months before he was due to 
celebrate sixty years of priestly life and ministry. He was known by his family, friends and parishioners as having a deep 
faith, a quirky sense of humour and being something of a rebel. His idiosyncratic character endeared him to many and may 
have irritated some. When he felt something needed to be said or written he didn’t hold back. He was a Reader and Life 
Member of the British Library, often spending his weekly day off there doing his own research and also voluntary work 
identifying and translating medieval documents. He enjoyed doing crosswords, he read widely and accumulated a large 
number of books. He spoke Aramaic, French, German, Hebrew and Italian. He was keen on cricket from an early age, both 



Gospel                   John 21:1-19 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by 
the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 
Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana 
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am 
going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. 

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, 
‘Children, do you have any fish?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ 
He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, ‘It is the 
Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and 
threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, but about a hundred metres off. 

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, 
with fish laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring 
some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter 
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, one 
hundred and fifty-three of them. And although there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and 
have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared ask him, 
‘Who are you?’ They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This 
was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the 
disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ He said 
to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ He said to him a second time, 
‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.’ He said to him, ‘Tend my 
sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?’ Peter was grieved because he said to him 
the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 
were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever 
you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.’ (This he said to show by what kind of 
death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said 
to him, ‘Follow me.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading              Acts 5:27b-32, 40b-41 

In those days: The high priest questioned the Apostles, 
saying, ‘We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, 
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and 
you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.’ But Peter and 
the Apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than 
men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed 
by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand 
as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him.’ 

Having called in the Apostles, the council beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go. Then they left the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonour 
for the name. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm  Ps 30(29):2, 4. 5-6. 11, 12a,13b. ℟2a 

I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up. 

I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up, 
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 
O Lord, you have lifted up my soul from Sheol, 
restored me to life from those who sink into the pit.  

I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up. 

Sing psalms to the Lord, you faithful ones; 
give thanks to his holy name. 
His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life. 
At night come tears, but dawn brings joy.  

I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up. 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy on me; 
be my helper, O Lord. 
You have changed my mourning into dancing. 
O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever.  

I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up. 

Second reading           Revelation 5:11-14 

I, John looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honour and glory and blessing!’ And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and 
glory and might for ever and ever!’ And the four living 
creatures said, ‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and 
worshipped. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ is risen, who created all things 
and has shown compassion on the human race. 
Alleluia. 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

watching and playing, and was a supporter of Newcastle United Football Club. He enjoyed walking, especially in the 
beautiful Northumberland countryside, along Hadrian’s Wall, and also the coastline of England in stages over three years. He 
also enjoyed art and was something of an artist, gifted at drawing cartoons and painting. History, especially Roman 
civilization, and archaeology were also important to Fr Aidan. But, above all, it was his faith that was most important to him, 
and the vocation to which he was called – a vocation of service of the Lord and the Church, and the people entrusted to his 
care.   May the soul of Fr Aidan, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.        



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Ann Archer , Joanne Davitt, Kathleen Lynch, Ronald Crane, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan 
Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, 
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, 
Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, 
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, 
Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, 
Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Fr Aidan Sharratt,, Fr Francis Press  and all who have died as a result of violence, war 
and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: James Gallagher, Monica Scudder, Bridget Lynch, Bridget Falvey, 
Joan Dillon, George Lanagan, Pietro Muoio, Sam Perry, George Ward, Mary Hagan. Marie Louise Meyer, Christine De 
Notto, Valerie Russell, Kathleen Green, Joan Clark, Bridget Byrne, Vicky McCaffery, William Storey, Sheila Waterford 

Worship this week 

(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Arlindo Pacheco RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 11th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
4th Sunday of  11.00am: Mass - Seanie Sullivan RIP  (St Joseph’s) 

Easter   6.00pm: Mass -  Antonio Figueredo RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 12th 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass -  Muriel Quashie RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 13th  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Our Lady of  Fatima 10.00am: Mass - Fr Hugh Corrigan OPR (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Wednesday 14th  NO PUBLIC MASS 
S Matthias    

Thursday 15th 7.00pm: Mass - Tom Walters RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 
Easter Feria   

Friday 16th   09:40 Morning Prayer   

Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Ena Jones RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 17th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Easter Feria  10.30am: Mass - Jim & Maura Ferguson (Wedding Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Rosa Ferreira RIP  (St Joseph’s) 

   7.00pm: Portuguese Mass and Procession of Our Lady  (St Matthew’s) 

Sunday 18th  9.00am: Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP (St Matthew’s) 
5th Sunday of  11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Easter   2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Matthew’s) 

   6.00pm: Mass -  Anna Mary Fanthom RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass  intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


