Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Fifth Sunday of Easter
(18th May 2025)

Dear Parishioners

I am now back from Rome where I have had the most
wonderful and exciting time particularly being in St Peter’s
Square last Sunday and seeing Pope Leo. I must admit feeling
a bit disappointed that his Inauguration Mass is this Sunday. |
had hoped it might happen when I was in Rome. I had also
hoped to bring lots of Pope stuff back, but the shops are
obviously waiting for Sunday to happen. But we have lots to
be joyful about. It feels as if our new Pope is going to be the
Pope of Peace, as that is something he has already talked
about.

On this Sunday, the scriptures present a a great example of
being disciples of Christ, when Jesus telus us, ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.’

Why is it so important to love God and our neighbours? Love always expresses itself in relationships. It is meant to be shared
and given. We are all loved by God unconditionally. It is in our relationship with God that we find the model for love. We
are created in the image and likeness of God. Our love for God is found in the way we love our neighbours. Therefore, we
are all connected through God’s love. Jesus often asks us, “Can we love God whom we cannot see and not love our brothers
and sisters whom we do see?

Sometimes, we see in our brothers and sisters a reflection of ourselves. In many cases, we see our “growing edges” or our
faults. We sometimes see our past experiences when we were not the best image of our true selves. No matter what we see,
we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves. This is the challenge. We sometimes don’t love ourselves enough to love
and to know that we are loveable.

If Christianity was simply a religion where we are called only to love God it would make it easy for some people. In
Christianity, while we are called to be in a relationship with God, we are to be concerned about our neighbours. I heard
someone say that “Love is to will the good of the other.” As we become more concerned about others, we often begin to be
concerned about ourselves as well. A proverb says, “You can’t pour from an empty cup. We must be aware of our own self-
care needs.” In this way, our love for God, self, and others will grow more intense.

Today we also see the Lord giving himself in a special way to some of our young parishioners as they receive Jesus for the
first time in Holy Communion. So we pray for them and all our children who will make their first Holy Communion over
these coming weeks.

With all my prayers and best wishes
Fr Tom
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Last Sunday, thousands gathered in St Peter’s Square to hear Pope Leo pray the Regina Caeli and give his first Sunday message
of his pontificate. This is his message.

Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday!

I consider it a gift from God that the first
Sunday of my service as Bishop of Rome
is Good Shepherd Sunday, the fourth
Sunday of Easter. On this Sunday, we
always hear proclaimed at Mass a passage
from the tenth chapter from the Gospel of
John, where Jesus reveals himself as the
true Shepherd: who knows and loves his
sheep and gives his life for them.

This Sunday also marks the World Day of
Prayer for Vocations, which we have
celebrated for the last sixty-two years.
Rome is also hosting the Jubilee of Bands
and Popular Entertainment today. I greet
all these pilgrims with affection and thank
them because, with their music and
performances, they enliven the feast of
Christ the Good Shepherd: the One who guides the Church with his Holy Spirit.

In the Gospel, Jesus says that he knows his sheep and that they listen to his voice and follow him (cf. Jn 10:27). Indeed, as Pope
Saint Gregory the Great teaches, people “respond to the love of those who love them” (Homily 14:3-6).

Today brothers and sisters, I therefore have the joy of praying with you and all the People of God for vocations, especially those
to the priesthood and consecrated life. The Church has such a great need for them! It is important that young men and women on
their vocational journey find acceptance, listening and encouragement in their communities, and that they can look up to credible
models of generous dedication to God and to their brothers and sisters.

Let us take up the invitation that Pope Francis left us in his Message for today: the invitation to welcome and accompany young
people. And let us ask our heavenly Father to assist us in living in service to one another, each according to his or her state of life,
shepherds after his own heart (cf. Jer 3:15) capable of helping one another to walk in love and truth. And to young people, I say:
“Do not be afraid! Accept the invitation of the Church and of Christ the Lord!”

May the Virgin Mary, whose entire life was a response to the Lord’s call, always accompany us in following Jesus.
After the Regina Caeli
Dear brothers and sisters,

The immense tragedy of the Second World War ended eighty years ago, on 8§ May, after having claimed sixty million victims. In
today’s dramatic scenario of a piecemeal third world war, as Pope Francis stated many times, I too address the world’s leaders,
repeating the ever-timely appeal: “Never again war!”.

I carry in my heart the sufferings of the beloved Ukrainian people. May everything possible be done to reach an authentic, just
and lasting peace, as soon as possible. Let all the prisoners be freed and the children return to their own families.

I am deeply saddened by what is happening in the Gaza Strip: may there be an immediate ceasefire! Let humanitarian aid be
provided to the stricken civil population, and let all the hostages be freed.

On the other hand, I have welcomed with satisfaction the announcement of the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan, and I hope that through the upcoming negotiations, a lasting accord
may be reached soon.

But how many other conflicts there are in the world! I entrust this heartfelt appeal to the Queen
of Peace, so that she may present it to the Lord Jesus to obtain for us the miracle of peace.

And now I affectionately greet you all, Romans and pilgrims from various countries. I greet the _
members of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the group of doctors from Granada (Spain),
the faithful of Malta, Panama, Dallas (Texas), Valladolid, Torrelodones (Madrid), Montesilvano, |

and Cinisi (Palermo). ‘

I greet the participants in the “Let’s choose life” demonstration, the young people of the ‘=
Fraternity of Blessed Mary Immaculate and Saint Francis of Assisi, of Reggio Emilia.

Today in Italy and in other countries we celebrate Mother’s Day. I send a fond greeting to all
mothers, with a prayer for them, and for those who are already in Heaven.

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers!
Thank you all, a happy Sunday to everyone!

Fr Tom joined some other
guests from Palazzola where he
had been acting as chaplain .



The next Baptism Preparation evening will be held in the hall at St Joseph’s on Thursday 22nd May at 7.45pm (after the
evening Mass)

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

St John Ambulance is providing free demonstrations of CPR and the use of defibrillators at St Matthew’s Hall on Saturday
24th May at 10.00am . The session will last just over an hour. Attendance is limited to a maximum of 30 per session and
advance booking is required. Please contact Terry on TP.Sullivan@outlook.com if you wish to attend.

Fr Aidan’s mortal remains will be received at St Anne’s Care Home, 77 Manor Road, London N16 5BL at 4.45pm on
Wednesday 21 May before a Requiem Mass to be celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan at Spm.
The Funeral Mass will be on Thursday 22 May at 11am with Bishop Nicholas Hudson presiding. The homily will be given

by Fr John Williamson OCD. Cremation will follow at Islington Crematorium, 278 High Road, London N2 9AG.
There is limited car parking at St Anne’s and good public transport links.

For working conditions. We pray that through work, each person might find
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that society might be humanized.

(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament Clare Craigie Williams (Ints) Our Lady -Our First Holy Communion Children
(St Joseph’s) Blessed Sacrament Maurice Rodrigo RIP-Anniv Our Lady (St Joseph’s) Ron Crane RIP

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Acts 14:21b-27

In those days: Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra and
to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and
saying that through many tribulations we must enter the
kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders for
them in every church, with prayer and fasting they
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.
And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went
down to Attalia, and from there they sailed to Antioch,
where they had been commended to the grace of God for
the work that they had fulfilled. And when they arrived
and gathered the church together, they declared all that
God had done with them, and how he had opened a door
of faith to the Gentiles.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145(144):8-9. 10-11. 12-13b. R ¢f. 1
I will bless your name for ever, my God and king.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.
I will bless your name for ever, my God and king.
All your works shall thank you, O Lord,
and all your faithful ones bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign,
and declare your mighty deeds.
I will bless your name for ever, my God and king.
To make known your might to the whole human race,
and the glorious splendour of your reign.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule endures for all generations.
I will bless your name for ever, my God and king.

Second reading Revelation 21:1-5a

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any
more, for the former things have passed away.’

And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am
making all things new.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

A new commandment I give to you, says the Lord,
that you love one another, just as I have loved you.
Alleluia.

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When Judas had gone out from the upper room, Jesus said,
‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in
him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little
while [ am with you.

‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John 13:31-33a, 34-35



Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
Ann Archer, Joanne Davitt, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie
Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan
Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill,
Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira
Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada
Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret
Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
Fr Aidan Sharratt,, Fr Francis Press, Ronald Crane, and all who have died as a result of
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.

Fr Alistair Smith - Steinmetz, Gerry Harsant, Pearl Ottone, Eileen
Jefferson, Joe Saldanha, Marcel D’Souza, Calogero Manfredi, Mary Leek, Nora Ahern, Christopher Potter, Anthony Perreira,
Maria Turnbull, Alan Smith, Margaret Diserens, Margaret Byrne, Raymond Wildsmith, Edward Purcell.

(Saturday) 6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Arlindo Pacheco RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 18th 9.00am: Mass - Barbara Whitehead RIP (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Matthew’s)

6.00pm: Mass - Anna Mary Fanthom RIP (St Matthew'’s)

Monday 19th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Elfreda Jones RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew's)

Tuesday 20th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Patricia Edwards & Ivan Edwards Jr RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Wednesday 2 1st NO PUBLIC MASS

Thursday 22nd 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass - Billy Byrne RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)

Friday 23rd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Mansie Peter Felix RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Saturday 24th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Manuel Ferreira RIP (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s)

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paul Tissington RIP (St Joseph’s)

Sunday 25th 9.00am: Mass - Sebastian De Falco RIP (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - Mary Bridget Foley RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)

Parish Directory
Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



