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Dear Parishioners 
In his wonderful work entitled “On the Incarnation,” St. Athanasius wrote, “For the Son of God became man so that we 
might become God.” Now, it’s important for us to note that in making such a bold statement, the great Athanasius was not 
implying any sort of polytheism. God’s nature cannot be possessed by us mortals since His nature is unique to Him alone. 
Instead, Athanasius would affirm that we participate in God’s nature. St. Peter likewise taught that we become “partakers of 
the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). And St. Thomas Aquinas wrote about us as being “sharers” in the divine nature. 

It was Jesus Himself who first explained this to us, as He tells us in this Sunday’s Gospel, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Our Lord is telling us that 
it’s God desire that He dwell within us. We call the Gospel “Good News” and if this isn’t Good News, then I don’t know 
what is. God wants to live in us. He wants to make His dwelling place in our heart and soul. 

We call this indwelling of God in our souls the amazing gift of sanctifying grace. That sounds like a complicated theological 
term, but it simply means this: the life of God dwells in our soul. Our heart and soul become the indwelling place of the 
Blessed Trinity. So, indeed, God became human so that we humans could share in His divinity. Now think of just two of the 
implications of this Good News. 

First, we should treat ourselves with tremendous respect and dignity. The young unwed mother, the unborn baby, the 
troubled teenager, the dying cancer patient, the lonely widow, the unemployed father, you and me, all of us, we all need to 
know that God dwells within us, that we are temples of the Holy Spirit, that we are God’s work of art. And so, we should 
have a healthy love for ourselves and treat ourselves and our bodies with dignity and respect and reverence. 

A second implication of this amazing Good News that God makes His home in us is given us by Jesus in this Sunday’s 
Gospel: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you . . . Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” If 
we really believe that the life of God dwells in our heart and soul, then fear, worry, doubt, and anxiety, should fade away and 
we should glory in that gift of peace that only Jesus can give. If deep down, we know that we have the life of God dwelling 
within us, and if we truly believe that this is the most important possession we can possibly have, and if we absolutely 
believe that nobody or nothing outside of ourselves can destroy that, then our worries should give way to trust and our 
anxieties should give way to hope. 

I like the story of Pope St. John XXIII. Clearly at times he would have felt the weight of the Church on his shoulders. It 
would have been natural for him to worry. But at night he would go into his private chapel in the Vatican to speak to Our 
Lord about the needs of the Church throughout the world. And he would always finish by saying, “Lord, it’s your Church. 
I’ve done what I can. I’m going to bed!” We can do the same thing, entrusting all our worries and anxieties to God. And 
believe it or not, it helps us sleep better. 

The indwelling of God in our souls occurs when, as Jesus tells us, we love Him and keep His word. When we strive to love 
God as best we can and when we live out His word in our lives, we have this assurance: God dwells in us and that, literally, 
is all we need. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Congratulations 
We congratulate the twenty one young people who received Holy Communion for the First Time on Saturday afternoon at St 
Joseph’s . 

The Original Novena 
The period between Ascension Day and Pentecost is the original novena in the church. We will mark it with a novena to the 
Holy Spirit which will begin on Friday. Prayers are on page six of this newsletter and will appear each day on the St 
Matthew’s Facebook page. 

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi 
On Sunday 22nd June we celebrate Corpus Christi. To mark that day, after the 11.00am Mass at St Joseph’s we will have a 
procession of the Blessed Sacrament from church to St Joseph’s primary school where we will have Benediction. Our First 
Holy Communion children from both parishes have been invited to attend in their First Holy Communion outfits for the 
procession. Afterwards they will have a party to celebrate their Holy Communion in St Joseph’s Hall. . 
Fr John Wiley RIP 
We have received the news that on Saturday morning, Fr John Wiley died at home in the presbytery of St Bede’s, Croxley 
Green. We pray for his soul and for the parish of St Bede’s as they mourn their parish priest. 

Diocesan Jubilee Year Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s College, Ware  
Cardinal Vincent will be leading a pilgrimage to Ware on Saturday 12th July. If you are interested in attending please 
contact the parish office to register your interest. If we have enough interest we will investigate organising a coach. 

St Edmund’s College, the oldest Catholic College in England, is a continuation on English soil of the famous college that 
was founded Cardinal William Allen at Douay in Flanders in 1568. It is important to us because it was probably the strongest 
single agency by which Catholicism was kept from perishing in England. Originally intended as a seminary to prepare priests 
to work in England to keep the faith alive, it soon also became a Catholic boys’ school, debarred as they were by the laws of 
the land from having such institutions at home. Many of its students, both priests and laymen, returned to England to be put 
to death under the anti-Catholic laws of the time, and the College has among its alumni 20 canonised and 133 beatified 
martyrs. The seminary part of the College moved to Allen Hall in Chelsea in 1975, but the school, now co-educational, 
continues to this day. Buried in its grounds are the bodies of some of the Vicars Apostolic who looked after the Church in the 
south of this country before the restoration of the Hierarchy in 1850. 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME –  
11am Pilgrims are invited to arrive and gather. Confessions will be available.  There is ample parking 
12noon Solemn Mass for the Jubilee Year celebrated by H.E. Cardinal Nichols in the school grounds – please bring 

suitable clothing etc in the event of rain. 
1.30pm Picnic lunch (bring your own); tours of the College.  Adoration and Confessions in the Chapel during this 

break. 
2.45pm Procession of the Blessed Sacrament; please gather outside the College Chapel for the procession to the 

school grounds where Mass was celebrated and where Benediction will now be given. 
4pm        Departures. 

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

The suffering in Gaza must end, says Bishop Curry. 
The Lead Bishop for the Holy Land for the Bishops’ Conference, Bishop Jim Curry, has echoed Pope Leo XIV’s call for an 
immediate ceasefire in Gaza: 

“This is a humanitarian disaster. Desperately needed aid supplies must be allowed into Gaza to be urgently distributed to 
civilians. The human cost is intolerably high with tens of thousands of weary, regularly displaced people threatened with 
starvation. We need an immediate ceasefire to end the suffering. 
“As Pope Leo said at his first General Audience, children, the elderly and the sick are paying a very heavy price, and I would 
echo the Holy Father’s heartfelt appeal for ‘dignified’ humanitarian aid to be allowed to pass into Gaza – not just an 
inadequate trickle of food and supplies that has been promised in recent days.” 

Bishop Curry also referenced Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s joint statement, with the leaders of Canada and France, on the 
situation in Gaza, released on 19 May: 
“International humanitarian law has to be respected and a viable pathway to de-escalation and peace sought by Israel and 
Hamas, supported by the international community,” said Bishop Curry. 

“The remaining hostages in Gaza, held for 19 months since the Hamas terror attack on 7 October, must be released to put an 
end to their suffering and that of their families. I welcome the statement by the UK Prime Minister and the leaders of France 
and Canada, particularly the assertion that the best hope of achieving this and alleviating the pain and hardship facing the 
civilians in Gaza is to work tirelessly for a long-term political solution. 

“It is important not to lose sight of the legitimate right of Palestinians to self-determination. The Church has consistently 
advocated for a two-state solution to enable Palestinians and Israelis to live side by side in peace.” 

Bishop Curry said he was also praying for the Christians of Gaza: 
“I continue to pray for Fr Gabriel Romanelli and the Christian community sheltering in the compound of the Holy Family 
Church, north of the Wadi. It is a humbling inspiration to all of us outside the conflict zone to witness their strength of faith 
in the Risen Christ, and how they continue to lead a humble sacramental life despite the incredible hardship and distress they 
are facing.”! 



Statement by Archbishop-elect Sherrington following the Report Stage debate on the Terminally 
Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
Archbishop-elect John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
has made the following statement after the Private Member’s Bill seeking to legalise assisted suicide entered its Report Stage 
on Friday, 16 May 2025. 

On 16 May, the Report Stage of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill began in Parliament. 
The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have consistently maintained that the bill is wrong in principle as well as being 
fundamentally flawed. Moreover, the parliamentary process used for this bill has been shown to be woefully inadequate and 
has lacked time for proper and sustained debate. Information about the bill and its amendments has been repeatedly published 
very close to key debates, leaving MPs with insufficient time for consideration. During the Report Stage, MPs had only five 
hours to discuss nearly 60 pages of amendments. 
We are deeply concerned that parliament has rejected an amendment which would have allowed hospices and care homes not 
to participate in any way in assisted suicide. If this bill should pass, we have serious concerns about the ability of Catholic 
hospices and care homes to function effectively and continue delivering high-quality palliative care. We are also concerned 
that people will find it difficult to find institutions where they can feel safe.  Hospices and care homes will not be able to 
prevent an employee from facilitating assisted suicide. Further, there is no guarantee that NHS or local authority funding will 
not in the future be tied to the provision of assisted suicide by care homes and hospices. 

I am grateful to Sarah Olney MP for pointing out that assisted suicide undermines the mission and purpose of hospices and 
care homes and that “they should have the right to refuse to provide it on their premises if they do not wish to participate in 
it”. Edward Leigh MP raises the concern that: “If, according to the Minister, care homes run by religious orders will have to 
provide this service, those orders will have to get out of care homes altogether.” This is an alarming prospect which reduces 
freedom in our society. 

I have grave reservations about the proposed amendment to give a wider range of professionals increased opt outs from being 
involved with assisted suicide. Experience shows that even where medical professionals are granted conscientious objection 
to assisted suicide, their ability to opt out is later restricted as access to provision takes precedence. 
As the bill approaches its third reading, I urge Catholics and all people of goodwill to take action by praying and contacting 
your MP to raise awareness about the irreversible harm this bill would cause. MPs must have proper time to debate a law 
which fundamentally changes society. This has not happened and so the Bill must be rejected. 

Our Lady, help of Christians, pray for us. 

Please contact your MP via https://righttolife.org.uk/asvote 

Mass for Matrimony 
Last weekend Bishop Jim Curry celebrated Mass in a crowded 
Westminster Cathedral for couples who were celebrating significant 
wedding anniversaries. Some parishioners from our parishes attended 
and managed to get these snaps to share with us. Congratulations to 
all our parishioners who are celebrating significant anniversaries. 

 

As part of their Jubilee Year Celebrations St Gregory’s South Ruislip 
on Sunday, 15th June, (Trinity Sunday) are having a Jubilee for 
Couples from 3.00pm. They are inviting all couples (dating, 
engaged, married, those going through difficulties in their 
relationship…) to an afternoon of Praise, Reflection and Adoration, 
followed by Holy Mass, finishing with a Reception in the Parish Hall 

 

Allen Hall talk: ‘The Holy Spirit – Taste and Dynamism of Hope’  
To celebrate the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope and the 1700th Anniversary of Nicaea, the first Ecumenical Council, there 
will be a talk at Allen Hall Seminary on the eve of Pentecost, Saturday, 7th June at 3pm entitled ‘The Holy Spirit – Taste 
and Dynamism of Hope’. This event is open to all. The lecture will be given by Canon John O’Leary, Rector of Allen Hall 
and who also teaches philosophy at the seminary and lectures on the doctrine of Creation and Eschatology at St Mary’s 
University. Participants are invited to stay for refreshments after the talk, then enjoy a tour of Allen Hall with an explanation 
of its rich history starting at 5pm. and to join the Allen Hall community for Vespers at 5.30 pm. This will end with devotions 
to the Douai Martyrs - including veneration of St John Southworth’s relic. The evening will finish at about 6pm. To help plan 
for numbers, please register to attend by emailing the Rector’s PA, Monica Ruiz Herrera at parector@rcdow.org.uk Numbers 
are limited, so early registration is recommended. Just coming for the talk without staying for any other part of the afternoon 
is fine. However, kindly indicate for which additional elements of the programme you wish to stay. The address of Allen Hall 
is 28 Beaufort Street, Chelsea, SW3 5AA (it’s on the site of St Thomas More’s House). Buses 19, 49, 319, 345 stop 
practically at the front door and nos. 11 and 22 stop close by on the King’s Road. If you register, but then find you cannot 
attend, please let the Rector’s PA know so that your place can be allocated to someone else.  

Mass of Thanksgiving for Caritas Bakhita House  
On 30th June at 5.30pm, Cardinal Vincent will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving to mark the 10-year anniversary of the 
opening of Caritas Bakhita House, our safe house supporting women escaping trafficking and exploitation. The Mass will 
take place at Westminster Cathedral, and all parishioners are warmly invited to attend. You can find out more about Caritas 
Bakhita House at https://caritaswestminster.org.uk/bakhita-house/  

 



Pope Leo’s Inauguration Mass Homily. 
Dear Brother Cardinals, 
Brother Bishops and Priests, 
Distinguished Authorities and Members of the Diplomatic Corps. 
Greetings to the pilgrims who have come for the Jubilee of Confraternities! 

I greet all of you with a heart full of gratitude at the beginning of the ministry 
that has been entrusted to me. Saint Augustine wrote: Lord, “you have made us 
for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you” (Confessions, I: 1,1). 

In these days, we have experienced intense emotions. The death of Pope 
Francis filled our hearts with sadness. In those difficult hours, we felt like the 
crowds that the Gospel says were “like sheep without a shepherd” (Mt 9:36). 
Then, on Easter Sunday, we received his final blessing and, in the light of the 
resurrection, we experienced the days that followed in the certainty that the 
Lord never abandons his people, but gathers them when they are scattered and 
guards them “as a shepherd guards his flock” (Jer 31:10). 

In this spirit of faith, the College of Cardinals met for the conclave. Coming from different backgrounds and experiences, we 
placed in God’s hands our desire to elect the new Successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome, a shepherd capable of preserving 
the rich heritage of the Christian faith and, at the same time, looking to the future, in order to confront the questions, concerns 
and challenges of today’s world.  Accompanied by your prayers, we could feel the working of the Holy Spirit, who was able 
to bring us into harmony, like musical instruments, so that our heartstrings could vibrate in a single melody. 

I was chosen, without any merit of my own, and now, with fear and trembling, I come to you as a brother, who desires to be 
the servant of your faith and your joy, walking with you on the path of God’s love, for he wants us all to be united in one 
family. 

Love and unity: these are the two dimensions of the mission entrusted to Peter by Jesus. 

We see this in today’s Gospel, which takes us to the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus began the mission he received from the 
Father: to be a “fisher” of humanity in order to draw it up from the waters of evil and death. Walking along the shore, he had 
called Peter and the other first disciples to be, like him, “fishers of men”. Now, after the resurrection, it is up to them to carry 
on this mission, to cast their nets again and again, to bring the hope of the Gospel into the “waters” of the world, to sail the 
seas of life so that all may experience God’s embrace. 

How can Peter carry out this task? The Gospel tells us that it is possible only because his own life was touched by the infinite 
and unconditional love of God, even in the hour of his failure and denial. For this reason, when Jesus addresses Peter, the 
Gospel uses the Greek verb agapáo, which refers to the love that God has for us, to the offering of himself without reserve 
and without calculation. Whereas the verb used in Peter’s response describes the love of friendship that we have for one 
another. 

Consequently, when Jesus asks Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” (Jn 21:16), he is referring to 
the love of the Father. It is as if Jesus said to him, “Only if you have known and experienced this love of God, which never 
fails, will you be able to feed my lambs. Only in the love of God the Father will you be able to love your brothers and sisters 
with that same ‘more’, that is, by offering your life for your brothers and sisters.” 

Peter is thus entrusted with the task of “loving more” and giving his life for the flock.  The ministry of Peter is distinguished 
precisely by this self-sacrificing love, because the Church of Rome presides in charity and its true authority is the charity of 
Christ.  It is never a question of capturing others by force, by religious propaganda or by means of power.  Instead, it is 
always and only a question of loving as Jesus did. 

The Apostle Peter himself tells us that Jesus “is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, and has become the 
cornerstone” (Acts 4:11). Moreover, if the rock is Christ, Peter must shepherd the flock without ever yielding to the 
temptation to be an autocrat, lording it over those entrusted to him (cf. 1 Pet 5:3). On the contrary, he is called to serve the 
faith of his brothers and sisters, and to walk alongside them, for all of us are “living stones” (1 Pet 2:5), called through our 
baptism to build God’s house in fraternal communion, in the harmony of the Spirit, in the coexistence of diversity.  In the 
words of Saint Augustine: “The Church consists of all those who are in harmony with their brothers and sisters and who love 
their neighbour” (Serm. 359,9). 

Brothers and sisters, I would like that our first great desire be for a united Church, a sign of unity and communion, which 
becomes a leaven for a reconciled world. 

In this our time, we still see too much discord, too many wounds caused by hatred, violence, prejudice, the fear of difference, 
and an economic paradigm that exploits the Earth’s resources and marginalises the poorest. For our part, we want to be a 
small leaven of unity, communion and fraternity within the world. We want to say to the world, with humility and joy: Look 
to Christ! Come closer to him! Welcome his word that enlightens and consoles! Listen to his offer of love and become his 
one family: in the one Christ, we are one. This is the path to follow together, among ourselves but also with our sister 
Christian churches, with those who follow other religious paths, with those who are searching for God, with all women and 
men of good will, in order to build a new world where peace reigns! 

This is the missionary spirit that must animate us; not closing ourselves off in our small groups, nor feeling superior to the 
world.  We are called to offer God’s love to everyone, in order to achieve that unity which does not cancel out differences but 
values the personal history of each person and the social and religious culture of every people. 

Brothers and sisters, this is the hour for love! The heart of the Gospel is the love of God that makes us brothers and sisters. 
With my predecessor Leo XIII, we can ask ourselves today: If this criterion “were to prevail in the world, would not every 
conflict cease and peace return?” (Rerum Novarum, 20). 



With the light and the strength of the Holy Spirit, let us build a Church founded on God’s love, a sign of unity, a missionary 
Church that opens its arms to the world, proclaims the word, allows itself to be made “restless” by history, and becomes a 
leaven of harmony for humanity. 

Together, as one people, as brothers and sisters, let us walk towards God and love one another. 

Pope Leo’s First Heneral Audience Message. 
Dear brothers and sisters, 

I am pleased to welcome you in this, my first general Audience. Today I will 
resume the cycle of Jubilee catecheses, on the theme “Jesus Christ Our Hope”, 
initiated by Pope Francis. 

Let us continue today to meditate on the parables of Jesus, which help us to 
regain hope, because they show us how God works in history. Today I would 
like to dwell on a parable which is somewhat peculiar, because it is a sort of 
introduction to all the parables. I refer to that of the sower (cf. Mt 13:1-17). In 
a certain sense, in this account we can recognize Jesus’ way of 
communicating, which has a great deal to teach us for proclaiming the Gospel 
today. 

Every parable tells a story that is taken from everyday life, yet wants to tell us 
something more, to refer us to a deeper meaning. The parable raises questions 
in us; it invites us not to stop at appearances. Before the story that is told or the image that is presented to me, I can ask 
myself: where am I in this story? What does this image say to my life? In fact, the term “parable” comes from the Greek 
verb paraballein, which means to throw in front of. The parable throws before me a word that provokes me and prompts me 
to question myself. 

The parable of the sower talks precisely about the dynamic of the word of God and the effects it produces. Indeed, every 
word of the Gospel is like a seed that is thrown on the ground of our life. Jesus uses the image of the seed many times, with 
different meanings. In chapter 13 of the Gospel of Matthew, the parable of the sower introduces a series of other short 
parables, some of which talk precisely about what is happening on the terrain: the wheat and the weeds, the mustard seed, the 
treasure hidden in the field. What, then, is this soil? It is our heart, but it is also the world, the community, the Church. The 
word of God, in fact, makes fruitful and provokes every reality. 

At the beginning, we see Jesus who leaves the house and gathers a great crowd around him (cf. Mt 13:1). His word fascinates 
and intrigues. Among the people there are obviously many different situations. The word of Jesus is for everyone, but it 
works in each person in a different way. This context allows us to understand better the meaning of the parable. 

A rather unusual sower goes out to sow, but does not care where the seed falls. He throws the seeds even where it is unlikely 
they will bear fruit: on the path, on the rocks, among the thorns. This attitude surprises the listener and induces him to ask: 
how come? 

We are used to calculating things – and at times it is necessary – but this does not apply in love! The way in which this 
“wasteful” sower throws the seed is an image of the way God loves us. Indeed, it is true that the destiny of the seed depends 
also on the way in which the earth welcomes it and the situation in which it finds itself, but first and foremost in this parable 
Jesus tells us that God throws the seed of his Word on all kinds of soil, that is, in any situation of ours: at times we are more 
superficial and distracted, at times we let ourselves get carried away by enthusiasm, sometimes we are burdened by life’s 
worries, but there are also times when we are willing and welcoming. God is confident and hopes that sooner or later the seed 
will blossom. This is how he loves us: he does not wait for us to become the best soil, but he always generously gives us his 
word. Perhaps by seeing that he trusts us, the desire to be better soil will be kindled in us. This is hope, founded on the rock 
of God’s generosity and mercy. 

In telling the way in which the seed bears fruit, Jesus is also talking about his life. Jesus is the Word, he is the Seed. And the 
seed, to bear fruit, must die. Thus, this parable tells us that God is ready to “waste away” for us and that Jesus is willing to 
die in order to transform our life. 

I have in mind that beautiful painting by Van Gogh, The sower at sunset. That image of the sower in the blazing sun also 
speaks to me of the farmer’s toil. And it strikes me that, behind the sower, Van Gogh depicted the grain already ripe. It seems 
to me an image of hope: one way or another, the seed has borne fruit. We are not sure how, but it has. At the centre of the 
scene, however, is not the sower, who stands to the side; instead, the whole painting is dominated by the image of the sun, 
perhaps to remind us that it is God who moves history, even if he sometimes seems absent or distant. It is the sun that warms 
the clods of earth and makes the seed ripen. 

Dear brothers and sisters, in what situation of life today is the Word of God reaching us? Let us ask the Lord for the grace 
always to welcome this seed that is his Word. And if we realize we are not a fruitful soil, let us not be discouraged, but let us 
ask him to work on us more to make us become a better terrain. 

*** 

APPEAL 

The situation in the Gaza Strip is increasingly worrying and painful. I renew my heartfelt appeal to allow the entry of 
dignified humanitarian aid and to put an end to the hostilities, the heart-rending price of which is being paid by children, the 
elderly and the sick. 

 



Holy Spirit Novena 
ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:  

On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses, I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of 
God.  

I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the 
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. 

I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin 
against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may always watch for Your light, and listen to Your 
voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. 

I cling to You and give myself to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. 

Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring 
His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your grace 
that I may never sin against You.  

Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, ‘Speak Lord for 
Your servant heareth.’ Amen. 

Friday 30th May 

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light. From Your clear celestial height, 
Your pure beaming radiance give. Only one thing is 
important, eternal salvation. Only one thing, therefore, is to 
be feared, sin. 

Sin is the result of ignorance, weakness, and indifference 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Light, of Strength, and of 
Love. With His sevenfold gifts He enlightens the mind, 
strengthens the will, and inflames the heart with love of 
God. To ensure our salvation we ought to invoke the Divine 
Spirit daily, for The Spirit helpeth our infirmity. We know 
not what we should pray for as we ought. But the Spirit 
Himself asketh for us. 

Almighty and eternal God, Who hast vouchsafed to 
regenerate us by water and the Holy Spirit, and hast 
given us forgiveness all sins, vouchsafe to send forth 
from heaven upon us your sevenfold Spirit, the Spirit of 
Wisdom and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and 
fortitude, the Spirit of Knowledge and Piety, and fill us 
with the Spirit of Holy Fear. Amen. 

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 
SEVEN TIMES. 

Concluding Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in 
the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, 
the work of Your grace and Your love. 

Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things 
that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit on 
Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that I may 
bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation, the Spirit 
of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety 
that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a loving 
reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. 

Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples, and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen. 

Saturday 31st May 

Come, Father of the poor. Come, treasures which endure. 
Come, Light of all that live. The gift of Fear fills us with a 
sovereign respect for God, and makes us dread nothing so 
much as to offend Him by sin. 

It is a fear that arises, not from the thought of hell, but from 
sentiments of reverence and filial submission to our 
heavenly Father. It is the fear that is the beginning of 
wisdom, detaching us from worldly pleasures that could in 
any way separate us from God. They that fear the Lord will 
prepare their hearts, and in His sight will sanctify their souls. 

Come, O blessed Spirit of Holy Fear, penetrate my 
inmost heart, that I may set you, my Lord and God, 
before my face forever, help me to shun all things that 
can offend You, and make me worthy to appear before 
the pure eyes of Your Divine Majesty in heaven, where 
You live and reign in the unity of the ever Blessed 
Trinity, God world without end. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 
SEVEN TIMES. 

 

Ascension Day 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

St Matthew’s 
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

9:40am Morning Prayer   
10.00am: Mass followed By Rosary  

St Joseph’s 
6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm: Mass followed By Rosary  



Second reading       Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 

The angel carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high 
mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its 
radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 
It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed — on the east 
three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, 
and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of 
the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord 
God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need 
of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, says the Lord, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him. 
Alleluia. 

Gospel               John 14:23-29 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone loves me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words. And the word 
that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 

‘These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them 
be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I 
will come to you.” If you loved me, you would have 
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, 
so that when it does take place you may believe.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading          Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 

In those days: Some men came down from Judea and were 
teaching the brothers, ‘Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ 
And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others 
were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the Apostles and 
the elders about this question. 

Then it seemed good to the Apostles and the elders, with the 
whole Church, to choose men from among them and send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the 
brothers and sisters, with the following letter: ‘The brothers, 
both the Apostles and the elders, to the brothers and sisters 
who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings. Since we have heard that some persons have gone 
out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your 
minds, although we gave them no instructions, it has 
seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose 
men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 
that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and 
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from 
sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm           Ps 67(66):2-3. 5. 6, 8. ℟4 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. 

May God be gracious and bless us 
and let his face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your salvation.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and shout for joy,  
with uprightness you rule the peoples; 
you guide the nations on earth.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
that all the ends of the earth may revere him.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. 

 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May For working conditions. We pray that through work, each person might find 
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that society might be humanized.   

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament The Beda College Rome Our Lady   Those who are sick and in pain. 
(St Joseph’s)    Blessed Sacrament Fr John Wiley RIP  Our Lady (St Joseph’s)  Archbishop John Sherrington 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Ann Archer , Joanne Davitt, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie 
Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Michael O’Brien, Brendan 
Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, 
Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira 
Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada 
Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret 
Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently:  Fr John Wiley, Fr Francis Press, Ronald Crane,  and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Edward Purcell, Emilio Rosso, Peter Moran, Thankamma Joseph, 
Lisa Kreitl, Pulquer George, Veronica Cox, Sarah Smith, Yvonne Jackson, Nina Arpino, Christine Reddington, Indra 
Swampillai, Roland Quealy, Bharat Moras, Mary McGovern, Fr John Luke, Mary Smith, Hugh Tothill, Genevieve Murphy. 

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paul Tissington RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 25th  9.00am: Mass - Sebastian De Falco RIP (St Matthew’s) 
6th Sunday of  11.00am: Mass - Mary Bridget Foley RIP  (St Joseph’s) 

Easter   6.00pm: Mass -  People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 26th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Philip Neri  10.00am: Mass -  Patricia Lee (Birthday Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 27th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Augustine of 10.00am: Mass - Fr Tom (Birthday Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
Canterbury 

Wednesday 28th  NO PUBLIC MASS    

Thursday 29th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

The Ascension of 10.00am: Mass -  Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)      
The Lord  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 7.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 30th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 31st  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

The Visitation of 10.30am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

the BVM  11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 1st  9.00am: Mass - Gavina Battad RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

7th Sunday of  11.00am: Mass -  Salvatore & Fillipe Lo Cascio RIP(St Joseph’s) 

Easter   6.00pm: Mass -   Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass  intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


