The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

Pentecost Sunday
(8th June 2025)

Dear Parishioners

The story of Pentecost, although celebrated liturgically fifty days on from the feast of the Lord’s Resurrection, forms a single
event within the story and event that is Easter. In particular, it follows on immediately after the Ascension of the Lord and

the receiving by us the Church of the commission to be witnesses, martyrs to the power of the life, death, and resurrection of
the Lord.

In Sunday’s first reading we hear the account of the coming upon the apostles, and the whole Church, of the Holy Spirit.
The birth and sanctification of the Church to be the mission of Christ, a witness to His salvation, and a living sign of God’s
life of mercy, and love. Many gifts united by God in one community. Many languages formed as the living Gospel of Christ.
Many parts now forming the Body of Christ and united in the one Spirit to our Head, the Risen Jesus. A communion of
brothers and sisters that extends through time and exists in different places to manifest the people of God, a sacrament of
salvation and of Christ.

Pentecost empowers human beings to live the life of the Trinity and to proclaim in, and out of season, the Good News of
God. In the birth of the Church, in its life is also a sign of God’s risen life for every person, every human community. Today
we do not remember with nostalgia a one off event. Rather this is a continuous action of the Holy Spirit that has gifted us in
order to allow us to be participants in the risen Life of Christ, to witness to God who recreates all things a new through the
power of the Holy Spirit. We pray, Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.

What difference does the Holy Spirit make in out lives? Are we open to the new places we may end up in? The Holy Spirit is
not something that makes us passive, but we should be fired up by the Holy Spirit. On Thursday evening at the end of the
Confirmation Mass we sang the hymn Colours of Day. It has the chorus

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,
Open the door, let Jesus return,

Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow,

Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show.

How will we let the flame burn and let the fruits of the Spirit grow within us so that we can share our faith in love?

With all my prayers and best wishes
Fr Tom

V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia:

R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia,

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.

R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.

R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia.

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Congratulations
We congratulate the twenty six young people who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday evening at St
Joseph’s. Bishop Paul has been in touch saying that he was very impressed with the candidates and enjoyed being with us.

Applications for First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2026
Applications for next years Catechetical Programmes open this weekend. Children have to be in Year 3 or above for First
Holy Communion. To apply for Confirmation, you have to be in Year 9 or above. Please speak with Fr Tom after Mass.

Hope For Our Future

As referred to in last week’s newsletter, Fr Tom would like to invite all parishioners to a meeting to reflect on how our two
parishes. It will be on Tuesday 24th June at 7.00pm in the hall at Northwood. As it is Fr Tom’s anniversary of ordination the
following day, there will be some refreshments to help us celebrate too!

Advance Nofice
Mass on Thursday 19th June will be moved to 10.00am that morning. This is to enable Fr Tom to attend a meeting of the
Sick and Retired Priests Committee and the Patron’s Mass later that day.

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi

On Sunday 22nd June we celebrate Corpus Christi. To mark that day, after the 11.00am Mass at St Joseph’s we will have a
procession of the Blessed Sacrament from church to St Joseph’s primary school where we will have Benediction. Our First
Holy Communion children from both parishes have been invited to attend in their First Holy Communion outfits for the
procession. Afterwards they will have a party to celebrate their Holy Communion in St Joseph’s Hall.

Visit of the Relics of St Edmund Campion

On Tuesday 1st July, the Relics of St Edmund Campion will visit St Joseph’s as part of their annual tour. There will be a
chance to venerate them after Mass.

Fr John Wiley RIP

Fr John Wiley died at home in the presbytery of St Bede’s, Croxley Green. We pray for his soul and for the parish of St
Bede’s as they mourn their parish priest. We await details of his funeral

Planning fo gef Married?

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

Statement from Archbishop John Sherringfon on the upcoming Third Reading of the Assisted
Suicide Bill

The Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill, which seeks to legalise assisted suicide, is fast approaching its decisive vote in
the House of Commons which will likely take place on either the 13 or 20 of June.

The Catholic bishops of England and Wales oppose this flawed bill both in principle and in practice. Among the many
concerns, we are particularly alarmed by the following:

o This legislation would require many hospices and care homes to facilitate assisted suicide. This will put in jeopardy
their ability to provide care. Parliament has rejected an amendment that would have allowed institutions to opt out of
participating in the provision of assisted suicide.

. The provisions for conscientious objection for health and social care workers are both unclear and inadequate. This
problem will not be addressed by proposed amendments.

o Safeguards against coercion for the most vulnerable are wholly inadequate, particularly in cases involving coercive
control or social pressure. During Committee Stage, the bill’s main proponent was unable to confirm whether
individuals seeking assisted suicide due to financial concerns or feelings of being a burden would be prevented from
accessing it. Since then, no progress has been made, and many MPs consider the existing safeguards insufficient, with
the potential to result in a “terrible tragedy.”

We note the opposition for the bill from key professional bodies including the Royal College of Psychiatrists whose members
will be expected to be involved in the process of assessing those who elect for assisted suicide.

We have already seen the bill weakened during Committee Stage. In addition, MPs are expected to debate nearly 60 pages of
amendments in under 15 hours. The whole process by which this bill has been brought forward and debated is insufficient for
such a radical change.

We urge Catholics, and all people of goodwill, to contact their MP and ask them to vote against this bill. We also ask you to
pray that our representatives choose to protect the most vulnerable citizens of this country when they vote later this month.
You can contact your MP using https://righttolife.org.uk/asvote

Archbishop John Sherrington

Archbishop of Liverpool

* The debate is scheduled for Friday 13th from 9.30am

Mass of Thanksgiving for Caritas Bakhita House

On 30th June at 5.30pm, Cardinal Vincent will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving to mark the 10-year anniversary of the
opening of Caritas Bakhita House, our safe house supporting women escaping trafficking and exploitation. The Mass will
take place at Westminster Cathedral, and all parishioners are warmly invited to attend. You can find out more about Caritas
Bakhita House at https://caritaswestminster.org.uk/bakhita-house/



Diocesan Jubilee Year Pilgrimage fo St Edmund’s College, Ware
Cardinal Vincent will be leading a pilgrimage to Ware on Saturday 12th July. If you are interested in attending please
contact the parish office to register your interest. If we have enough interest we will investigate organising a coach.

St Edmund’s College, the oldest Catholic College in England, is a continuation on English soil of the famous college that
was founded Cardinal William Allen at Douay in Flanders in 1568. It is important to us because it was probably the strongest
single agency by which Catholicism was kept from perishing in England. Originally intended as a seminary to prepare priests
to work in England to keep the faith alive, it soon also became a Catholic boys’ school, debarred as they were by the laws of
the land from having such institutions at home. Many of its students, both priests and laymen, returned to England to be put
to death under the anti-Catholic laws of the time, and the College has among its alumni 20 canonised and 133 beatified
martyrs. The seminary part of the College moved to Allen Hall in Chelsea in 1975, but the school, now co-educational,
continues to this day. Buried in its grounds are the bodies of some of the Vicars Apostolic who looked after the Church in the
south of this country before the restoration of the Hierarchy in 1850.

OUTLINE PROGRAMME —

Ilam Pilgrims are invited to arrive and gather. Confessions will be available. There is ample parking

12noon Solemn Mass for the Jubilee Year celebrated by H.E. Cardinal Nichols in the school grounds — please bring
suitable clothing etc in the event of rain.

1.30pm Picnic lunch (bring your own); tours of the College. Adoration and Confessions in the Chapel during this
break.

2.45pm Procession of the Blessed Sacrament; please gather outside the College Chapel for the procession to the

school grounds where Mass was celebrated and where Benediction will now be given.
4pm Departures.

Holy Spirif Novena

On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses, I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of
God.

I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are
the Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am.

I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin
against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may always watch for Your light, and listen to
Your voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations.

I cling to You and give myself to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness.

Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring
His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your
grace that I may never sin against You.

Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, ‘Speak Lord for
Your servant heareth.” Amen.

Thou, on those who evermore Thee confess and Thee Adore, in Thy sevenfold gift, Descend; Give Them Comfort when
they die; Give them Life with Thee on high; Give them joys which never end. Amen

The gifts of the Holy Spirit perfect the supernatural virtues by enabling us to practice them with greater docility to divine
inspiration. As we grow in the knowledge and love of God under the direction of the Holy Spirit, our service becomes more
sincere and generous, the practice of virtue more perfect. Such acts of virtue leave the heart filled with joy and consolation
and are known as Fruits of the Holy Spirit.

These Fruits in turn render the practice of virtue more attractive and become a powerful incentive for still greater efforts in
the service of God, to serve Whom is to reign.

Come, O Divine Spirit, fill my heart with Thy heavenly fruits, Thy charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, goodness,
faith, mildness, and temperance, that I may never weary in the service of God, but by continued faithful submission
to Thy inspiration may merit to be united eternally with Thee in the love of the Father and the Son. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father SEVEN TIMES.
Concluding Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in
the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul,
the work of Your grace and Your love.

Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things
that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit on
Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that I
may bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation, the
Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints, the Spirit
of Piety that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a
loving reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him.

Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples, and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen.




Readings at Vigil Mass

First reading Joel 2:28-32

Thus says the Lord: ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
Even on the male and female servants in those days I will
pour out my Spirit.

‘And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth,
blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great
and awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to
pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved. For in Mount Sion and in Jerusalem there shall be
those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the
survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 104(103):1-2a. 24, 35¢. 27-28.

29b-30. R cf. 30
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the
earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord my God, how great you are,

clothed in majesty and honour,

wrapped in light as with a robe!

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the
earth.

How many are your works, O Lord!

In wisdom you have made them all.

The earth is full of your creatures.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the
earth.

All of these look to you

to give them their food in due season.

You give it, they gather it up;

you open wide your hand, they are well filled.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the
earth.

You take away their breath, they die,

returning to the dust from which they came.

You send forth your spirit, and they are created,

and you renew the face of the earth.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the
earth.

Second reading Romans 8:22-27

Brothers and Sisters: We know that the whole creation has
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we
do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.’
Alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up
and cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and
drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
“Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” > Now
this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John 7:37-39

Prayer Intentions

Pope’s Prayer Intention for June That the world might grow in compassion. We pray each one of us might find
consolation in a personal relationship with Jesus, and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on the world.

Lamp Prayer Intentions
(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament
(St Joseph’s) Blessed Sacrament

Our Lady ---
Our Lady ---




Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Acts 2:1-11

When the day of Pentecost arrived, the Apostles were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues
as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men
from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And
they were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all these
who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear,
each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes
and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabians — we hear them telling in our own tongues the
mighty works of God.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 104(103):1ab, 24ac. 29b-30. 31, 34.
Rcf 30

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the

earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord my God, how great you are!

How many are your works, O Lord!

The earth is full of your creatures.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the

earth.

You take away their breath, they die,

returning to the dust from which they came.

You send forth your spirit, and they are created,

and you renew the face of the earth.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the

earth.

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!

May the Lord rejoice in his works!

May my thoughts be pleasing to him.

I will rejoice in the Lord.

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the

earth.

Second reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

Brothers and Sisters: No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except
in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptised into
one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and all were
made to drink of one Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence

1. Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,
From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.
Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which endure
Come, thou light of all that live!

2. Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow
Thou in toil art comfort sweet
Pleasant coolness in the heat
Solace in the midst of woe.

3. Light immortal, light divine,
Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:

If thou take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man will stay
All his good is turned to ill.

4. Heal our wounds, our strength renew
On our dryness pour thy dew
Wash the stains of guilt away:
Bend the stubborn heart and will
Melt the frozen, warm the chill
Guide the steps that go astray.

5. Thou, on us who evermore
Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sevenfold gifts descend:
Give us comfort when we die
Give us life with thee on high
Give us joys that never end.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia.

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
‘Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness
from any, it is withheld.’

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John 20:19-23



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Gilda Kumarathasan. Jim Ferguson, Ann Archer, Joanne Davitt, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen
Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop,
Michael O’Brien, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn
Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Catherine Princess of
Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann
Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly,
Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Fr John Wiley, Ronald Crane, and all who have died as a result of violence, war and
conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Edward Breen, Benny Kelly, Lesley Vinton, Edith Breen, Michele
Pignone, Mathilde Brook-Booth, Bishop Jack Brewer, Alex Kettles, Gerald Stone, Thomas Healy, Lilian Slade, Richard
Gethin, Caroline Stringer, Winifred White, Doreen O’Gorman, Jane Kopanska, Marie Lynch, Bridie McGuigan, Kay
Stewart, Stella Darby, Norman Dark.

Worship this week
(Saturday) 6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jennie Moore RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 8th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
PENTECOST 11.00am: Mass - Rosa Ferrera RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Mary Quirk RIP (St Matthew’s))
Monday 9th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 09:40 Morning Prayer

Mary Mother of
the Church

Tuesday 10th
Feria

Wednesday 11th

10.00am: Mass - Martha & Duncan Murray (Wedding Anniversary) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Kathleen Andrews (Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)

NO PUBLIC MASS

Barnabas

Thursday 12th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7.00pm: - Florence Rodrigo RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Friday 13th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Sarah Halloran RIP Followed By Rosary (St Maithew’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Paddy Mullan RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Kate West & Blaise Bell (Birthdays) (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Nenino Rebello RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)
11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew'’s)

Saturday 14th
Satirday Memorial
of The BVM

Sunday 15th

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsgg@safetguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg afeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



