
The Parishes of Northwood and 

Carpenders Park & South Oxhey 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME 

 (13th July 2025) 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either 

parish by using 

the appropriate 

QR code. 

Dear Parishioners 

As I was pondering on this Sunday’s gospel I thought, “ah the famous Good Samaritan gospel” – quite easy to think about 

helping others. But in conversation with a friend they said that thinking that way is only seeing one dimension of the story. 

They suggested that there is another dimension of the story and so we can see the story in a different way. They said that the 

story of the Good Samaritan is a self-portrait of Jesus. It shows us what he has done for us, as humanity in General and for us 

individually. So rather than thinking of us as the Good Samaritan, they suggested that we see ourselves as the man lying on 

the side of the road. 

Each of us has been robbed of our original holiness by original sin. We are not the perfect creatures that God created us to 

be, that he still wants us to be. Our selfishness and sins, and the sins of others, have deeply wounded our souls. How many 

times do we cause others pain by our actions, how many times do we cause ourselves pain? Just think about the question 

about the law, that gave the answer from the Lawyer when he said “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself”. Well most of us 

get loving God, hopefully we understand loving our neighbour even though we can find that difficult. But sometimes we 

forget the last part of the instruction – to love neighbour as self – yes sometimes it’s hard to love ourselves, not in a selfish 

way, but in a godly way. 

So we lay on the side of life's path in need of a Saviour. Someone who will come and heal our wounds, because we have 

been bruised and broken and wounded by life in a fallen world. In his incarnation, Jesus comes to us like the Good 

Samaritan. He is the merciful Lord who goes out of his way to help us. He heals and restores us with the oil and wine of his 

sacraments who pays for our salvation with his own sacrifice on the cross at Calvary, who entrusts the boundless riches of 

his grace to his own innkeeper, the Church, who in turn watches over our convalescence, our growth into Christian maturity, 

until Jesus will come again. 

The Samaritan in the gospel poured wine and oil over the wounds of the man by the roadside. I had never thought of that as 

an image for the sacraments until this week. But it is quite obvious really. In the Eucharist we have the wine that becomes 

the blood of our Lord, the Eucharist which has been described as medicine for the soul. With oil it is used in the different 

sacraments, at baptism and confirmation – where it is used to strengthen us from sin and to seal us with the Holy Spirit.  

Then of course in the sacrament of healing anointing is very important, because in that sacrament we are healed from our 

sins (as well as hopefully our physical ailments). There is a reason why only a priest can dispense the sacrament of healing – 

because it is the sacrament of forgiveness. So all our wounds are healed. The forgiveness part of the sacrament of healing is 

something that we forget, because we only think of receiving that in the sacrament of reconciliation, or as a lot of people 

know it confession.  

As I meditated on this, I realised how wounded and hurt I am. I recognise that I need that healing love and care of The Lord. 

Each of us can do no better than to recognise that need. It is from that point, that we can live out a love of our neighbour in 

our lives. As Jesus asks, which one was the neighbour - the answer came “The one who showed mercy” and the instruction 

comes - “Go and do likewise”. How merciful can we be towards others and to ourselves? It is that mercy that can bring the 

healing that we need. 

 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Thank You 
Thank you to all who worked hard to make last Sunday evening’s Mass and Party to celebrate Hervé’s ordination such a 
joyful occasion. It was wonderful to see Hervé’ begin his ministry among us. A copy of his homily is available in this 
newsletter. 

Brunch Party At St Matthew’s 
Come and enjoy a leisurely continental brunch after the 9 am mass on Sunday 13 July, perhaps a last chance to get together 
before the summer holidays. No fixed charge but donations will be welcome. Home-made cakes and other goodies for sale. 
Bakers and gardeners are invited to bring donations of goods to sell to the hall before mass. There will also be a raffle on the 
day. 

Sea Sunday 
Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in all of our lives, but they often work in difficult, hazardous conditions. Sea Sunday 
this year is on Sunday 13th July. It is when the Church prays for all those who live and work at sea, and for the ministry of 
Stella Maris, the Catholic Church's agency that looks after seafarers and fishers. We will have a second collection after each 
Sunday Mass this weekend. 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
If you wish to have your child baptised, please come along to the next Baptism Preparation evening which will be on 
Tuesday  29th July at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. The next RCIA Course will begin in September. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd helps your child to develop a deep and authentic relationship with Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd.  This unique approach to nurturing the spiritual life of your child is based on the principles of Montessori 
education.  Children and the catechists work and pray in a prepared space specially created for the children, called an 
atrium.  There are a few places available in our atrium in St Matthew’s.  Sessions are held after the Sunday 9am Mass, from 
10.15am-11.45am. We welcome children from 3 years old!  For further information, please 
email:  cgsnorthwood@gmail.com  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Appeal for Church Cleaners at St Matthew’s 
Our dedicated team of church cleaners are looking for volunteers to join them on Monday mornings after Mass and the 
rosary. Due to holidays and illness they have become very depleted on some Mondays and have asked for help. They work 
hard to keep our church looking so beautiful. They are real hidden treasures. Please help if you can. 

St Matthew’s Parish Library 
The parish library in the porch will be closed down from Monday 21st July. Please take home any books you would like to 
have. The library used to be well used in the past by many parishioners. However, as people refer to more digital resources 
the books are now no longer being borrowed.  

News From Rennie Grove Peace Hospice Care    
A new CompassionART Café bringing support for those who are lonely due to illness or bereavement is coming to South 
Oxhey in July.  Run by Rennie Grove Peace, in partnership with Three Rivers District Council Healthy Hub, the 
CompassionART Café launches on 31 July and will take place on the last Thursday of every month at Oxhey Library.  

 CompassionART Cafés are drop-in sessions that provide a safe space for people to come together and express themselves 
through art. They are aimed at anyone who might be lonely due to illness or bereavement. The sessions include a guided arts 
and crafts activity and provide a safe space to chat and connect with others, share memories and create lasting connections 
over a cup of tea.  

 If you could use some support, please come along and feel free to bring a family member or friend. If you’d like to find out 
more, please visit https://renniegrovepeace.org/about-us/news/new-compassionart-cafe-launching-in-oxhey/. 

A Day With Mary 
The next Day With Mary in the diocese is on Saturday 2nd August in St Mary of The Angels Bayswater. (See Poster for 
details) 

St Joseph's Pre-school   
St Joseph's Pre-school are looking for someone to join their team in Early Years, looking towards a management position. 
The candidate will have to have the relevant qualifications of Level 3 - 6 also SENCo experience, willing to take on board 
training. The position is term time only 30 hours per week.  

Please contact them by email or phone on: Jackie@stjosephspreschool.org.uk or 020 8428 6465 

Pat Diamond RIP 
The Funeral Mass for the Late Pat Diamond will be on Friday 18th July at 10.00am in St Luke’s Pinner. 



Applications for  First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2026 
Applications for next years Catechetical Programmes are open. Children have to be in Year 3 or above (from September) for 
First Holy Communion. To apply for Confirmation, you have to be in Year 9 or above (from September). Please speak with 
Fr Tom after Mass.  

Applications close on TUESDAY 15th JULY.  
Don’t miss the deadline!!!! 

Photos from the Diaconal Ordination of Hervé Boisson  

Good Books 
If you love reading, and enjoy learning about others' book recommendations. do come along to the first meeting of our new 
parish book club at 7 pm on Wednesday 10 September in the Fr Bebb Room (in Northwood) and every second Wednesday of 
the month thereafter. We will be talking about "This is Happiness" by the Irish novelist Niall Williams as well as about other 
books we have enjoyed reading over the summer. October's book choice will be determined by the group so bring your ideas 
along! If you cannot come along on the day but would like to be included in the associated 
WhatsApp group, please email Julie (mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com) with your mobile 
number.  

About the Book 

After dropping out of the seminary, seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe finds himself back in 
Faha, a small Irish parish where nothing ever changes, including the ever-falling rain. 

But one morning the rain stops and news reaches the parish – the electricity is finally 
arriving. With it comes a lodger to Noel’s home, Christy McMahon. Though he can’t 
explain it, Noel knows right then: something has changed. 

As Noel navigates his coming-of-age by Christy’s side, falling in and out of love, Christy’s 
buried past gradually comes to light, casting a glow on a small world and making it new. 

Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is idling in the unexpected sunshine when Christy makes 
his first entrance into Faha, bringing secrets he needs to atone for. Though he can’t explain 
it, Noel knows right then: something has changed. 

As the people of Faha anticipate the endlessly procrastinated advent of the electricity, and 
Noel navigates his own coming-of-age and his fallings in and out of love, Christy’s past 
gradually comes to light, casting a new glow on a small world. 



First Homily Preached by Deacon Hervé Boisson  
As most of you already know, yesterday was a day I will never forget. Together with 
three other men, I was ordained a deacon by Bishop Paul at the Cathedral. It was a 
moment of great solemnity and joy. And once again I would like to thank all of you 
from the bottom of my heart for your support and prayers.  

Ordination is a sacrament. Like baptism, or confirmation. It is a channel of grace 
through which God equips his very unworthy servants to carry the mission that Christ 
entrusted to his Apostles, and marks him with the Cross of Jesus. Although priests and 
bishops are ordained too, deacons receive a different charism. The word “deacon” 
comes from the Greek diakonos, meaning servant. 

Our model is Christ on His knees. Christ who bent down to wash the feet of His 
disciples. Christ who fed the five thousand, not from wealth but from the little that a 
child offered. Christ who dared to touch the leper, whose skin others would not even 
look upon. That is whom the deacon is called to imitate. Not in abstract theory, but in 
the soup kitchens, the hospital rooms, or the rough street corners. 

But dear friends, this mission does not belong to deacons alone. The Lord did not send 
out only the Twelve Apostles. He also sent out seventy-two disciples. Fishermen. Tax 
collectors. They too, felt they were not knowledgeable enough, not holy enough, not 
worthy enough. They left their previous occupation behind and had no budget. Yet He 
sent them with nothing but His grace and their good will.  

He sent them into the towns and villages ahead of Him. He gave them a simple 
instruction: “Bring peace, heal the sick, proclaim that the Kingdom of God has come 
near.” 

We are all sent into mission. Every one of us. Whether we’re at school, raising a family, 
working in a hospital, or quietly living out our days in retirement. Our life, our hands, our 
voice can carry the Gospel. 

But the mission is not always easy. Jesus warned that some would reject the message. 
Some would slam the door. Some would not want to hear. But that didn’t mean the 
mission had failed. It simply meant we have to carry on - like Christ Himself, who was 
no stranger to rejection. 

And here’s the heart of it all: we cannot do any of this on our own. We are not sufficient. 
We are not strong enough, not wise enough, not brave enough. And that is precisely why 
Jesus told His disciples first and foremost: “Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest.” 
Before going out, before speaking a word, before taking a single step, pray. 

Prayer is not a way of outsourcing the mission. It is not saying “Lord, send someone 
else.” No. Prayer is the fuel. Prayer is the foundation. It is a heart-to-heart with God, an 
intimacy from which grace overflows. That grace, my friends, moves mountains. 

And how much prayer? That’s a hard question. It depends, of course, on life circumstances, family, work. But let’s be honest: 
we can all spare 15 minutes a day. Fifteen minutes less of social media or TV. What if we gave that time to God instead? 
What if, every day, we said, “Lord, this small part of my day, I give to You, not out of duty, but because I want to walk with 
You”? And if that’s too easy, it is always possible do a little more… 

In fact: Pray in all circumstances. You do this by asking Jesus to come into your life. Strive to live consciously with Him, in 
Him, and through Him at all times. It’s turning the commute into a pilgrimage of praise. It’s transforming the daily chore into 
an offering of love. It’s breathing a prayer for patience when frustration rises, whispering thanks for a moment of beauty, 
asking for strength before a difficult conversation. It’s making every heartbeat a whispered "Jesus," every breath a “Come, 
Holy Spirit”. 

And here is the secret: when we start living this way, the 
world around us begins to change. Not because the world’s 
chaos magically ceases, but because our vision clears. We 
start to see God’s hand in unexpected places. We begin to 
see with the eyes of Christ, love with His heart, and serve 
with His hands, and we become an agent of that very change 
we seek. 

So I leave you with these questions to carry in your heart: 

What would happen if we truly believed that God wanted to 
change the world through us? 

What would happen if we lived, not in fear, but in faith?  

What if we prayed as if heaven depended on it, and acted as 
if Christ was the one we served? 

The harvest is rich, and the labourers are few. But the Lord 
is calling. 

 

Pictures are from  Hervé ‘s First Mass  as a deacon in our parishes  



through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, 
the Church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words, O Lord, are Spirit and life; 
you have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                    Luke 10:25-37 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Behold, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the 
test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? How do you 
read it?’ And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as 
yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have answered 
correctly; do this, and you will live.’ 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who 
is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who 
stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and 
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He 
went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to 
an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take 
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.” Which of these three, do you think, 
proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell among the 
robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ And 
Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading             Deuteronomy 30:10-14 

Moses spoke to the people: ‘Obey the voice of the Lord your 
God, keep his commandments and his statutes that are 
written in this Book of the Law, turn to the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 

‘For this commandment that I command you today is not too 
hard for you, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you 
should say, “Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it 
to us, that we may hear it and do it?” Neither is it beyond the 
sea, that you should say, “Who will go over the sea for us 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?” But the 
word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, 
so that you can do it.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm Ps 69(68):14, 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36ab, 
               37. ℟ cf. 33 

Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts will revive. 

I pray to you, O Lord, 
at an acceptable time. 
In your great mercy, answer me, O God, 
with your faithful salvation. 
Lord, answer, for your mercy is kind; 
in your great compassion, turn toward me.  

Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts will revive. 

As for me in my poverty and pain, 
let your salvation, O God, raise me up. 
Then I will praise God’s name with a song; 
I will glorify him with thanksgiving.  

Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts will revive. 

The poor when they see it will be glad, 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord attends to the needy, 
and does not spurn his own in their chains.  

Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts will revive. 

For God will bring salvation to Sion, 
and rebuild the cities of Judah. 
The children of his servants shall inherit it; 
those who love his name shall dwell there.  

Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts will revive. 

 

Second reading                  Colossians 1:15-20 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were created 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for July  For formation in discernment . We pray  that we might again learn how to discern, to 
know how to choose paths of life, and reject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.     

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament  Those recently ordained as deacons      Our Lady  The Boisson Family 
(St Joseph’s)    Blessed Sacrament Those starting Summer Holidays Our Lady  The O'Sullivan Family (Thanksgiving) 

 

Holy Hour at St Matthew’s 

Sunday 13th July 

8.00pm 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Helen Jones, Regina Figueiredo, Gilda Kumarathasan, Georgette Gornall, J im Ferguson, 
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, 
Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, 
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King 
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark 
O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together 
recently.  
For those who have died recently:  Pat Diamond, Donna Jefferis, and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Micheal Placitto, Jocelyn Nieland, Victoria Fonseca, Caterina De 
Nuccio, Geoffrey St John Maule, Mary Richardson, Joseph Musyka, Gus Claire, Thomas Hutton, Margaret Clarke, 
Alexander Talacchi, Celine Fitzpatrick, Walter Walsh, Ellen Boddington, Michael Ging, Catherine Curran, Nelly Suggett, 
Mary Cullen, Raymond Connolly. 

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jimmie & Charlie Moore RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 13th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Fifteenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Florence Rodrigo RIP (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time  6.00pm: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 14th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass -  Mary Wong RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 15th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

St Bonaventure 10.00am: Mass - Mario Caruso RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Wednesday 16th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria    

Thursday 17th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Joanne Davitt RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 18th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Joan Bartlett RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 19th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Saturday Memorial  10.30am: Orlando J Figueiredo RIP  (St Matthew’s) 
of The BVM  11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jill Hughes RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 20th  9.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Sixteenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Barbara W hitehead RIP (St Matthew’s) 
 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


