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Dear Parishioners 

One of the things that I enjoy doing with our newsletter is making sure it is the right liturgical colour for the Sunday. It has 

been some time since we had a ‘Green’ newsletter. Although we have been in Ordinary Time since Pentecost, this is the first 

Sunday where we have been in green vestments since before Lent. When we think of the word ordinary, our natural 

associations are words such as typical, routine, or even mundane. Why would the church dedicate an entire season to this? 

The ordinary here does not refer to a season of dull routine but rather the listing of ordinal, or sequential, numbers. This is 

what is meant by the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, etc. (Interestingly, there is no 

First Sunday in Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar, because it is replaced by the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.) 

Rather than making a statement about degrees of importance, the term Ordinary Time refers to the order of Sundays in the 

church year that do not fall into the major liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter. 

It feels slightly ironic that our first ‘Ordinary Sunday’ is the Sunday where we welcome our newly ordained deacon as he 

begins his ministry amongst us. When I arrived in Northwood nearly four years ago, Hervé was just starting out on his 

formation process as he and the Church discerned his vocation as a deacon within the church. After all his hard studies, on 

Saturday morning, Bishop Paul ordained him. We begin a new chapter within the life of our parishes with 

Hervé’s .ordination. 

When I was ordained as a deacon, the words that struck me were the ones that the bishop said as he handed me the Book of 

the Gospels. “Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald you have become. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, 

and practice what you teach.”  Whilst that instruction is for a deacon, it can be something that each and everyone of us can 

take to heart.  

As we share our faith with others, we become missionary disciples of God’s love for the world. A missionary disciple has 

been described as someone who has had a transformational encounter with Jesus and has then chosen to surrender and 

follow. A missionary disciple has encountered Jesus through a personal experience of the love and presence of God. As a 

result of this encounter, they have chosen to say ‘yes’—to surrender to God’s love and God’s will for their life. They allow 

their entire life to be transformed by this relationship. We are called to be missionaries to everyone around us. 

Missionary discipleship is not unconscious or accidental, and it is not something we inherit or culturally acquire. It is more 

than following religious rules, attending Sunday Mass or ‘being good’. It is not a transactional relationship with a 

judgemental God. Missionary discipleship requires a deliberate decision to follow Jesus Christ as a disciple in the midst of 

his Church.  

As members of God’s family, we need one another and must work so that the Kingdom of God lives not only in our hearts 

but in our world.  As Jesus chooses the seventy two disciples to go ahead of him in preparing the way of the Lord, we are 

also called to continue this world of witnessing and proclaiming God’s love, healing and freedom to all whom we meet. 

Communicating the reality of the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven is our mission objective as followers and 

disciples of Jesus. This is not an easy task for there will be rejection, hostility, and pain but also filled with joy and hope. 

God’s comfort always leads us in this mission and we never travel alone for God is with us. “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

labourers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest”. 

We are called to gather the people, the greatest and the least to hear God’s word and to share at His table of welcome where 

we all come with our hopes and dreams that can make this world a better place for all people. So will we take up this call that 

The Lord gives each and everyone of us? 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Congratulations 
It is with great joy that we congratulate Hervé on his ordination on Saturday morning. Please keep him and his family in your 
prayers. The 6.00pm Mass on Sunday evening at St Matthew’s will be a celebration where Hervé  will preach and minister as 
a deacon for the first time in our parishes. Please do come along and support him if you can. There will be a party afterwards 
and all contributions towards food would be greatly appreciated. 

Fr Tom 
Fr Tom will be attending the Hillingdon deanery retreat from Monday afternoon until Wednesday morning. Therefore there 
will be no Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Tuesday morning. 

Brunch Party At St Matthew’s 
Come and enjoy a leisurely continental brunch after the 9 am mass on Sunday 13 July, perhaps a last chance to get together 
before the summer holidays. No fixed charge but donations will be welcome. Home-made cakes and other goodies for sale. 
Bakers and gardeners are invited to bring donations of goods to sell to the hall before mass. There will also be a raffle on the 
day. 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
If you wish to have your child baptised, please come along to the next Baptism Preparation evening which will be on 
Tuesday  29th July at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. The next RCIA Course will begin in September. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd helps your child to develop a deep and authentic relationship with Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd.  This unique approach to nurturing the spiritual life of your child is based on the principles of Montessori 
education.  Children and the catechists work and pray in a prepared space specially created for the children, called an 
atrium.  There are a few places available in our atrium in St Matthew’s.  Sessions are held after the Sunday 9am Mass, from 
10.15am-11.45am. We welcome children from 3 years old!  For further information, please 
email:  cgsnorthwood@gmail.com  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Appeal for Church Cleaners at St Matthew’s 
Our dedicated team of church cleaners are looking for volunteers to join them on Monday mornings after Mass and the 
rosary. Due to holidays and illness they have become very depleted on some Mondays and have asked for help. They work 
hard to keep our church looking so beautiful. They are real hidden treasures. Please help if you can. 

St Matthew’s Parish Library 
The parish library in the porch will be closed down from Monday 21st July. Please take home any 
books you would like to have. The library used to be well used in the past by many parishioners. 
However, as people refer to more digital resources the books are now no longer being borrowed.  

Good Books 
If you love reading, and enjoy learning about others' book recommendations. do come along to the 
first meeting of our new parish book club at 7 pm on Wednesday 10 September in the Fr Bebb 
Room (in Northwood) and every second Wednesday of the month thereafter. We will be talking 
about "This is Happiness" by the Irish novelist Niall Williams as well as about other books we have 
enjoyed reading over the summer. October's book choice will be determined by the group so bring 
your ideas along! If you cannot come along on the day but would like to be included in the 
associated WhatsApp group, please email Julie (mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com) with your mobile 
number.  

St Joseph's Pre-school   
St Joseph's Pre-school are looking for someone to join their team in Early Years, looking towards a management position. 
The candidate will have to have the relevant qualifications of Level 3 - 6 also SENCo experience, willing to take on board 
training. The position is term time only 30 hours per week.  

Please contact them by email or phone on: Jackie@stjosephspreschool.org.uk or 020 8428 6465 

News From Rennie Grove Peace Hospice Care    
A new CompassionART Café bringing support for those who are lonely due to illness or bereavement is coming to South 
Oxhey in July.  Run by Rennie Grove Peace, in partnership with Three Rivers District Council Healthy Hub, the 
CompassionART Café launches on 31 July and will take place on the last Thursday of every month at Oxhey Library.  

 CompassionART Cafés are drop-in sessions that provide a safe space for people to come together and express themselves 
through art. They are aimed at anyone who might be lonely due to illness or bereavement. The sessions include a guided arts 
and crafts activity and provide a safe space to chat and connect with others, share memories and create lasting connections 
over a cup of tea.  

 If you could use some support, please come along and feel free to bring a family member or friend. If you’d like to find out 
more, please visit https://renniegrovepeace.org/about-us/news/new-compassionart-cafe-launching-in-oxhey/. 



counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 
And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be 
upon them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no 
one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of 
Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 
brothers and sisters. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; 
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                 Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: The Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and 
place where he himself was about to go. And he said to 
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. 
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am 
sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no 
money bag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on 
the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace be to 
this house!” And if a son of peace is there, your peace will 
rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. And remain in 
the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for 
the labourer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to 
house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat 
what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to them, 
“The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever 
you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its 
streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to 
our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, 
that the kingdom of God has come near.” I tell you, it will 
be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.’ 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in your name!’ And he said to 
them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt 
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                Isaiah 66:10-14c 

Thus says the Lord: 
‘Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy, 
all you who mourn over her; 
that you may nurse and be satisfied 
from her consoling breast; 
that you may drink deeply with delight 
from her glorious abundance.’ 

For thus says the Lord: 
‘Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, 
and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, 
and bounced upon her knees. 
As one whom his mother comforts, 
so I will comfort you; 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
your bones shall flourish like the grass; 
and the hand of the Lord shall be known to his servants.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm   Ps  66(65):1-3a. 4-5. 6-7a. 16, 20. ℟1 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God, ‘How wondrous your deeds!’ 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

‘Before you all the earth shall bow down, 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 
Come and see the works of God: 
his wondrous deeds among the children of Adam.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

He turned the sea into dry land; 
they passed through the river on foot. 
Let our joy, then, be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Come and hear, all who fear God; 
I will tell what he did for my soul. 
Blest be God, who did not reject my prayer, 
nor withhold from me his merciful love.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Second reading                    Galatians 6:14-18 

Brothers and Sisters: Far be it from me to boast except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for July  For formation in discernment . We pray  that we might again learn how to discern, to 
know how to choose paths of life, and reject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.     

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament  Those recently ordained as deacons    Our Lady  The Boisson Family 
(St Joseph’s)    Blessed Sacrament  Those killed and missing in the Texas Flood Our Lady  Helen Birch RIP (Birthday ) 

Applications for  First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2026 
Applications for next years Catechetical Programmes are open. Children have to be in Year 3 or above (from September) for 
First Holy Communion. To apply for Confirmation, you have to be in Year 9 or above (from September). Please speak with 
Fr Tom after Mass.  

Applications close on TUESDAY 15th JULY. Don’t miss the deadline!!!! 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Helen Jones, Regina Figueiredo, Gilda Kumarathasan, Georgette Gornall, J im Ferguson, 
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, 
Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, 
Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King 
Charles, Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark 
O’Connor, Marie Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together 
recently.  
For those who have died recently:  Pat Diamond, Donna Jefferis, Elizabeth Ellis,  and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Archie Chisolm, Margaret Lustik, Steven Moss, Mary Gavacan, 
William Lowther, David Mulcahy, Thomas Healey, Christopher Bell, Maria Capitelli, Mary Regan, Marjorie Sowten, John 
Lavender, Conn Murray, Thomas Byrne, Monica Rossi, Patricia St John, William Glanville-Brown, Micheal Placitto, 
Jocelyn Nieland, Victoria Fonseca, Caterina De Nuccio, Geoffrey St John Maule. 

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 6th  9.00am: Mass - Ingrid Pino (Birthday) (St Matthew’s) 
Fourteenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Helen Birch RIP (Birthday) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time  6.00pm: Mass - Bruno Jones RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 7th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Mary Quirk RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 
    

Tuesday 8th  No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Fr Aiden Sharrett RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
    

Wednesday 9th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria    

Thursday 10th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Jill Hughes RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 
 

Friday 11th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

St Benedict  10.00am: Mass - Veronica Necchi RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

 

Saturday 12th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Saturday Memorial  10.30am: Christopher Henderson RIP (Anniv)  
of The BVM  11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jimmie & Charlie Moore RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 13th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Fifteenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Florence Rodrigo RIP (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


