
The Parishes of Northwood and 

Carpenders Park & South Oxhey 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME 

 (27th July 2025) 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either 

parish by using 

the appropriate 

QR code. 

Dear Parishioners 
When it comes to prayer, we can all feel a little inadequate. We often sense that our prayer is not all it could be. The sense 
that we are not praying well can often leave us discouraged. Saint Paul was aware of how we can struggle to pray. In his 
letter to the Romans he says, ‘we do not know how to pray as we ought’. He then immediately declares, ‘the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness… that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words’. Paul is saying that a wordless prayer of the 
Spirit is going on deep within us, even as we struggle to pray. One of the roles of the Spirit in our lives is to help us to pray. 
The Spirit’s help in the area of prayer is a continuation of Jesus’ help. In today’s gospel reading, Jesus teaches his disciples 
how to pray, in response to their request, ‘Lord, teach us to pray’. 

The gospels portray Jesus at prayer many times, and sometimes they give us the content of his prayer. However, only once is 
Jesus presented as teaching his disciples a prayer for them to pray, and that prayer has become known as the Lord’s Prayer. 
The prayer that Jesus teaches us has few words. It is a prayer that is paired down to its essentials. It is short but deep. In 
giving us this prayer, Jesus was also giving us a lesson on how to pray. For Jesus the primary focus of his life was God his 
Father, which is why the opening petitions of the prayer he taught us all relate to God, the honouring of God’s name, and the 
coming of God’s kingdom. They are really variations of one petition. When God’s kingdom comes to earth, God’s name will 
be held holy. At the beginning of this prayer, Jesus is teaching us to look beyond ourselves to God’s purpose for our world 
and our lives. 

Only after those opening petitions that focus on God does Jesus teach us to focus on our own needs in a second set of 
petitions. We are to prayer for our daily bread, all that we need each day, physically and spiritually, for our journey through 
the present world. It is an imperfect world, we ourselves are imperfect and we have to deal with imperfect people and, so, we 
will always stand in need of God’s forgiveness and we will always need the freedom to allow the forgiveness we receive 
from God to flow through us and embrace those who offend us. In this world, we will be assailed by evil in various forms, 
which will often put our faith to the test. We are to ask God to keep us faithful when the test comes, so that we don’t 
succumb to evil but, rather, as Paul says, overcome evil with good.  In these second set of petitions, Jesus teaches us to focus 
not on ourselves as individuals but as members of a community. The language of the second part of Jesus’ prayer is ‘us’ and 
‘our’ rather than ‘me’ and ‘my’. In praying those petitions, I am praying not just for myself but for others. Through the two 
sets of petitions that make up the Lord’s prayer, Jesus is teaching us that prayer is always a going out of ourselves towards 
God and towards others. 

After this teaching on prayer, Jesus, in the gospel reading, develops his teaching with two images, one drawn from village 
life in Galilee and the other from family life within the village. A villager who finds he has nothing to offer an unexpected 
guest should be able to rely on a friend within the village to help him out in his need, even at midnight. A son who asks his 
father for food, whether it is bread, fish or an egg, can expect to be given what he asks for. In between these two little 
scenarios, Jesus gives an instruction based on both images, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you...’. If someone in a small village 
can rely on a good friend to help him out in an emergency and if a son can rely on his father to feed him, how much more can 
we rely on God in our hour of need. Because God is our heavenly Father, we can ask his help in the expectation of receiving 
it; we can search for God in the expectation of finding; we can knock on God’s door in the expectation of having it opened. 

What are we to ask God for, above all else? Jesus has already shown what we need to ask for in the petitions of the Lord’s 
prayer. At the very end of the gospel reading Jesus suggests that what we also need to ask for is the Holy Spirit. ‘How much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?’ Even if our prayer of petition is not always 
answered in the way we would like, such prayer will always open us up to God’s gift of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost is a daily 
event for those who persevere with the prayer of petition, who keep coming before God in their need. In this way, our 
persevering prayer is never wasted; it changes us, opening us up to God’s purpose for our lives. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Applications for  First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2026 
The deadline has now passed and applications have now closed. Classes will begin in September. 

August Newsletter 
During August we will have a simple newsletter. If you wish to contribute something to our newsletter in September, then 
please email copy by Monday 1st September. 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
If you wish to have your child baptised, please come along to the next Baptism Preparation evening which will be this 
Tuesday  29th July at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. The first RCIA Class will be on Tuesday 7th October. 

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

A message from the Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of 8 friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 
2pm. We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are 
organising and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church.  The next meeting is on Monday 8th September. For more details contact 
any of the following: Anne Farrell  07905 932307, Breda Griffin 07738363932, Pauline James  07511668812.   

Appeal for Church Cleaners at St Matthew’s 
Our dedicated team of church cleaners are looking for volunteers to join them on Monday mornings after Mass and the 
rosary. Due to holidays and illness they have become very depleted on some Mondays and have asked for help. They work 
hard to keep our church looking so beautiful. They are real hidden treasures. Please help if you can. 

St Matthew’s Parish Library 
The parish library in the porch will be closed down from Monday 21st July. Please take home any books you would like to 
have. The library used to be well used in the past by many parishioners. However, as people refer to more digital resources 
the books are now no longer being borrowed.  

News From Rennie Grove Peace Hospice Care    
A new CompassionART Café bringing support for those who are lonely due to illness or bereavement is coming to South 
Oxhey in July.  Run by Rennie Grove Peace, in partnership with Three Rivers District Council Healthy Hub, the 
CompassionART Café launches on 31 July and will take place on the last Thursday of every month at Oxhey Library.  

 CompassionART Cafés are drop-in sessions that provide a safe space for people to come together and express themselves 
through art. They are aimed at anyone who might be lonely due to illness or bereavement. The sessions include a guided arts 
and crafts activity and provide a safe space to chat and connect with others, share memories and create lasting connections 
over a cup of tea.  

 If you could use some support, please come along and feel free to bring a family member or friend. If you’d like to find out 
more, please visit https://renniegrovepeace.org/about-us/news/new-compassionart-cafe-launching-in-oxhey/. 

Mount Vernon Urgent Care Centre  
This week the NHS has announced plans to close the Urgent Care Centre (Minor Injuries Unit) at Mount Vernon Hospital. 
There is information about this on the Northwood Residents Association which parishioners have asked to be shared. It gives 
links to a Facebook group and a petition. https://www.northwoodresidents.co.uk/2025/07/16/mount-vernon-urgent-care-
centre-update/ 

Good Books 
If you love reading, and enjoy learning about others' book recommendations. do come along to the first 
meeting of our new parish book club at 7 pm on Wednesday 10 September in the Fr Bebb Room (in 
Northwood) and every second Wednesday of the month thereafter. We will be talking about "This is 
Happiness" by the Irish novelist Niall Williams as well as about other books we have enjoyed reading over 
the summer. October's book choice will be determined by the group so bring your ideas along! If you cannot 
come along on the day but would like to be included in the associated WhatsApp group, please email Julie 
(mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com) with your mobile number.  

About the Book 
After dropping out of the seminary, seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe finds himself back in Faha, a small Irish 
parish where nothing ever changes, including the ever-falling rain. 
But one morning the rain stops and news reaches the parish – the electricity is finally arriving. With it comes a lodger to 
Noel’s home, Christy McMahon. Though he can’t explain it, Noel knows right then: something has changed. 
As Noel navigates his coming-of-age by Christy’s side, falling in and out of love, Christy’s buried past gradually comes to 
light, casting a glow on a small world and making it new. 
Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is idling in the unexpected sunshine when Christy makes his first entrance into Faha, 
bringing secrets he needs to atone for. Though he can’t explain it, Noel knows right then: something has changed. 
As the people of Faha anticipate the endlessly procrastinated advent of the electricity, and Noel navigates his own coming-of-
age and his fallings in and out of love, Christy’s past gradually comes to light, casting a new glow on a small world. 



Portiuncola Indulgence 
Saturday 2nd August is the Franciscan Feast of the Portiuncula (The "Little Portion" - 
St. Mary of the Angels Church). Be sure to take advantage of this wondrous opportunity 
to gain the Portiuncula Indulgence! 

 What is Portiuncula?   
According to a legend, the existence of which can be traced back with certainty only 
to 1645, the little chapel of the Portiuncola was erected under Pope Liberius (352-66) by 
hermits from the Valley of Josaphat, who had brought thither relics from the grave of 
the Blessed Virgin. The same legend relates that the chapel passed into the possession 
of St. Benedict in 516. It was known as Our Lady of the Valley of Josaphat or of the 
Angels -- the latter title referring, according to some, to Our Lady's ascent into heaven 
accompanied by angels on the Solemnity of the Assumption. However, a better founded 
opinion attributes the name to the singing of angels which had been frequently heard 
there. 

The Portiuncola today is in the "frazione" of Santa Maria degli Angeli in the city of 
Assisi, located about three-quarters of a mile from the centre of the city. The frazione, 
numbering about 2000 inhabitants, has grown up around the basilica of Our Lady of the 
Angels and the adjoining Franciscan monastery. 

In the early 1200's, when St. Francis was repairing the small Portiuncola chapel, the 
basilica which now encloses the chapel was non-existent.  The humble Portiuncola was 
surrounded by the dense woods which covered the plain of Assisi. 

The Connection of St Francis with the Portincula 
Francis, who had previously repaired the chapels of San Damiano and San Pietro della Spina, was enraptured by the 
Portiuncola, a nick name which means "the little portion."  He loved its formal name--Santa Maria degli Angeli (Our Lady of 
the Angels), its poverty reflective in its nick name, its isolation and silence, and its proximity to the leper hospitals where he 
tended the pitiable residents. 

On February 24, 1208, the Feast of St. Matthias, while hearing Mass at the Portiuncola, St. Francis of Assisi recognized his 
vocation in the day's Gospel.  Preach the Gospel. Take nothing for the journey.  Stay with those who are worthy in the towns 
you visit. 

Francis made the Portiuncola the headquarters of his Order while refusing to accept ownership of it from the 
Benedictines.  Francis settled on presenting the Benedictines a yearly rent of a basket of fish, thereby feeling comfortable 
about using the chapel and the huts the friars built around it. 

On October 3, 1226, after blessing his friars and asking to be laid naked on the ground so as to come to the Father in utter 
destitution, Francis died at the Portiuncola after recommending the chapel to the faithful protection and care of his brethren. 

THE PORTIUNCOLA INDULGENCE 
The Portiuncola Indulgence is a special favour granted by the Pope to St. Francis at his request.  

One night in 1216, Francis awoke and felt a strong impulse to enter the chapel of the Portiuncola and pray.  While at prayer, 
Our Lord and Our Lady appeared to Francis and asked him what he desired.  Thinking of others and recognizing his own 
sinfulness, Francis spoke.  "0 God, although I am a great sinner, I beseech You to grant a full pardon of all sins to all who, 
having repented and confessed their sins, shall visit this church."  

Our Lord answered, "Francis, you ask much, but you are worthy of greater things, and greater things you shall have." 

The Lord granted the Indulgence and Pope Honorius III ratified it.  Originally the Indulgence was attached only to the 
Porticuncola.  However, subsequent Popes expanded the churches in which the Indulgence can be gained. 

THE PORTIUNCOLA INDULGENCE TODAY 

The Indulgence, if the person gaining it is free from every sin including venial sin, remits all the temporal punishment due to 
sin and may be applied to the person himself or herself or to a soul in Purgatory. If there is any adherence to sin in the person 
gaining the Indulgence, the Indulgence becomes partial. 

The Indulgence may now be gained in any basilica, cathedral, or parish church on 2nd August. The person wishing to gain 
the Indulgence must fulfil the following requirements: 

a. Intend to gain the Indulgence 
b. Be detached from all sin 
c. While in the church pray one Our Father, one Apostle's Creed, and one other prayer of the individual's choice 
d. Pray for the intentions of the Pope (prayerfully saying an Our Father and a Hail Mary will suffice although other prayers 
may be said) 
e. Receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist within twenty days or less, either before or after 2nd August.    
May we all take advantage of the graces afforded by this Indulgence. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays at the following times.  
St Matthew’s11.00am - 11.50am:  St Joseph’s 5.00pm -5.45pm 

A Day With Mary 
The next Day With Mary in the diocese is on Saturday 2nd August in St Mary of The Angels Bayswater. (See Poster for 
details) This is another way to celebrate this Franciscan Feast and receive the special Indulgence. 



Message Of The Holy Father For The 5th World Day For Grandparent And The Elderly 2025 
 Blessed are those who have not lost hope (cf. Sir 14:2) 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

The Jubilee we are now celebrating helps us to realize that hope is a constant 
source of joy, whatever our age. When that hope has also been tempered by 
fire over the course of a long life, it proves a source of deep happiness. 
Sacred Scripture offers us many examples of men and women whom the 
Lord called late in life to play a part in his saving plan. We can think of 
Abraham and Sarah, who, advanced in years, found it hard to believe when 
God promised them a child. Their childlessness seemed to prevent them from  
any hope for the future. Zechariah’s reaction to the news of John the 
Baptist’s birth was no different: “How can this be? I am an old man and my 
wife is advanced in years” (Lk 1:18). Old age, barrenness and physical 
decline apparently blocked any hope for life and fertility in these men and 
women. The question that Nicodemus asked Jesus when the Master spoke to 
him of being “born again” also seems purely rhetorical: “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?” (Jn 3:4). Yet whenever we think that things cannot change, the 
Lord surprises us with an act of saving power. 

The elderly as signs of hope 

In the Bible, God repeatedly demonstrates his providential care by turning to people in their later years. This was the case not 
only with Abraham, Sarah, Zechariah and Elizabeth, but also with Moses, who was called to set his people free when he was 
already eighty years old (cf. Ex 7:7). God thus teaches us that, in his eyes, old age is a time of blessing and grace, and that the 
elderly are, for him, the first witnesses of hope. Augustine asks, “What do we mean by old age?” He tells us that God himself 
answers the question: “Let your strength fail, so that my strength may abide within you, and you can say with the Apostle, 
‘When I am weak, then I am strong’” (Super Ps. 70,11). The increasing number of elderly people is a sign of the times that 
we are called to discern, in order to interpret properly this moment of history. 

The life of the Church and the world can only be understood in light of the passage of generations. Embracing the elderly 
helps us to understand that life is more than just the present moment, and should not be wasted in superficial encounters and 
fleeting relationships. Instead, life is constantly pointing us toward the future. In the book of Genesis, we find the moving 
episode of the blessing given by the aged Jacob to his grandchildren, the sons of Joseph; his words are an appeal to look to 
the future with hope, as the time when God’s promises will be fulfilled (cf. Gen 48:8-20). If it is true that the weakness of the 
elderly needs the strength of the young, it is equally true that the inexperience of the young needs the witness of the elderly in 
order to build the future with wisdom. How often our grandparents have been for us examples of faith and devotion, civic 
virtue and social commitment, memory and perseverance amid trials! The precious legacy that they have handed down to us 
with hope and love will always be a source of gratitude and a summons to perseverance. 

Signs of hope for the elderly 

From biblical times, the Jubilee has been understood as a time of liberation. Slaves were freed, debts were forgiven and land 
was returned to its original owners. The Jubilee was a time when the social order willed by God was restored, and 
inequalities and injustices accumulated over the years were remedied. Jesus evoked those moments of liberation when, in the 
synagogue of Nazareth, he proclaimed good news to the poor, sight to the blind and freedom for prisoners and the oppressed 
(cf. Lk 4:16-21). 

Looking at the elderly in the spirit of this Jubilee, we are called to help them experience liberation, especially from loneliness 
and abandonment. This year is a fitting time to do so. God’s fidelity to his promises teaches us that there is a blessedness in 
old age, an authentic evangelical joy inspiring us to break through the barriers of indifference in which the elderly often find 
themselves enclosed. Our societies, everywhere in the world, are growing all too accustomed to letting this significant and 
enriching part of their life be marginalized and forgotten. 

Given this situation, a change of pace is needed that would be readily seen in 
an assumption of responsibility on the part of the whole Church. Every 
parish, association and ecclesial group is called to become a protagonist in a 
“revolution” of gratitude and care, to be brought about by regular visits to 
the elderly, the creation of networks of support and prayer for them and with 
them, and the forging of relationships that can restore hope and dignity to 
those who feel forgotten. Christian hope always urges us to be more daring, 
to think big, to be dissatisfied with things the way they are. In this case, it 
urges us to work for a change that can restore the esteem and affection to 
which the elderly are entitled 

That is why Pope Francis wanted the World Day of Grandparents and the 
Elderly to be celebrated primarily through an effort to seek out elderly 
persons who are living alone. For this reason, those who are unable to come 
to Rome on pilgrimage during this Holy Year may “obtain the Jubilee 
Indulgence if they visit, for an appropriate amount of time, the elderly who 
are alone... making, in a sense, a pilgrimage to Christ present in them 
(cf. Mt 25:34-36)” (APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY, Norms for the Granting 
of the Jubilee Indulgence, III). Visiting an elderly person is a way of 
encountering Jesus, who frees us from indifference and loneliness. 



As elderly persons, we can hope 

The Book of Sirach calls blessed those who have not lost hope (cf. 14:2). Perhaps, especially if our lives are long, we may be 
tempted to look not to the future but to the past. Yet, as Pope Francis wrote during his last hospitalization, “our bodies are 
weak, but even so, nothing can prevent us from loving, praying, giving ourselves, being there for one another, in faith, as 
shining signs of hope” (Angelus, 16 March 2025). We possess a freedom that no difficulty can rob us of: it is the freedom to 
love and to pray. Everyone, always, can love and pray. 

Our affection for our loved ones – for the wife or husband with whom we have spent so much of our lives, for our children, 
for our grandchildren who brighten our days – does not fade when our strength wanes. Indeed, their own affection often 
revives our energy and brings us hope and comfort. 

These signs of living love, which have their roots in God himself, give us courage and remind us that “even if our outer self 
is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor 4:16). Especially as we grow older, let us press forward 
with confidence in the Lord. May we be renewed each day by our encounter with him in prayer and in Holy Mass. Let us 
lovingly pass on the faith we have lived for so many years, in our families and in our daily encounter with others. May we 
always praise God for his goodness, cultivate unity with our loved ones, open our hearts to those who are far away and, in 
particular, to all those in need. In this way, we will be signs of hope, whatever our age. 

 

 

 

The Church, the entire Christian community, will never abandon the people of Gaza, says 
Patriarch 
The Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem and the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem held a press conference on 22 July to 
speak about the historic pastoral visit they made together to Gaza. His Beatitude Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa and His 
Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III carried a message of consolation and hope to a grieving people, and a cry of conscience 
to a silent world. Cardinal Pizzaballa issued the following statement 

Dear brothers and sisters,  

Patriarch Theophilos III and myself, have returned from Gaza with broken hearts. But also encouraged by the testimony of 
many people we met.  

We entered a place of devastation, but also of wonderful humanity. We walked through the dust of ruins, past collapsed 
buildings and tents everywhere: in courtyards, alleyways, on the streets and on the beach — tents that have become homes 
for those who have lost everything. We stood among families who have lost count of the days of exile because they see no 
horizon for a return. Children talked and played without batting an eyelid — they were already used to the noise of the 
bombing. And yet, in the midst of all this, we encountered something deeper than the destruction: the dignity of the human 
spirit that refuses to be extinguished. We met mothers preparing food for others, nurses treating wounds with gentleness, and 
people of all faiths still praying to the God who sees and never forgets. Christ is not absent from Gaza. He is there — 
crucified in the wounded, buried under rubble and yet present in every act of mercy, every candle in the darkness, every hand 
extended to the suffering.  

We have not come as politicians or diplomats, but as pastors. The Church, the entire Christian community, will never 
abandon them. It is important to emphasize and repeat that our mission is not for a specific group, but for all. Our hospitals, 
shelters, schools, parishes — St. Porphyrius, the Holy Family, the Al-Ahli Arab Hospital, Caritas — are places of encounter 
and sharing for all: Christians, Muslims, believers, doubters, refugees, children.  

Humanitarian aid is not only necessary — it is a matter of life and death. Refusing it is not a delay, but a sentence. Every 
hour without food, water, medicine and shelter causes deep harm. We have seen it: Men holding out in the sun for hours in 
the hope of a simple meal. This is a humiliation that is hard to bear when you see it with your own eyes. It is morally 
unacceptable and unjustifiable.  

We therefore support the work of all humanitarian actors — local and international, Christian and Muslim, religious and 
secular — who are risking everything to bring life to this sea of human devastation. And today we raise our voices in an 
appeal to the leaders of this region and the world: there can be no future based on captivity, displacement of Palestinians or 
revenge. There must be a way that restores life, dignity and all lost humanity. We make the words of Pope Leo XIV from last 
Sunday’s Angelus our own:  

“I renew my appeal to the international community to observe humanitarian law and to respect the obligation to protect 
civilians, as well as the prohibition of collective punishment, the indiscriminate use of force and the forced displacement of 
the population.”  It is time to end this nonsense, end the war and put the common good of people as the top priority.  

We pray — and call — for the release of all those deprived of freedom, for the return of the missing, the hostages and for the 
healing of long-suffering families on all sides.  

When this war is over, we will have a long journey ahead of us to begin the process of healing and reconciliation between the 
Palestinian People and the Israeli People, from the too many wounds this war has caused in the lives of too many: a genuine, 
painful and courageous reconciliation. Not forgetting, but forgiving. Not erasing wounds, but transforming them into 
wisdom. Only such a path can make peace possible — not only politically, but also humanly.  

As shepherds of the Church in the Holy Land, we renew our commitment to a just peace, to unconditional dignity and to a 
love that transcends all borders.  

Let us not turn peace into a slogan, while war remains the daily bread of the poor.  



Saints of The Week 
 Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 

Martha—Patron Saint of cooks, butlers, dieticians, homemakers, 
innkeepers, maids, single laywomen, servers, and travelers 

Mary—Patron Saint of spiritual studies and lectors 
Lazarus—Patron Saint of gravediggers  

In the household of Bethany the Lord Jesus experienced the family spirit 
and friendship of Martha, Mary and Lazarus, and for this reason the 
Gospel of John states that he loved them. Martha generously offered 
him hospitality, Mary listened attentively to his words and Lazarus 
promptly emerged from the tomb at the command of the One who 
humiliated death. ~Congregation for Divine Worship, February 2, 2021  

“Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus”. This is how John’s 
Gospel describes Jesus’ relationship with these siblings whom we honor 
together today. Of course, Jesus loves all people equally with the perfection of divine charity. So why does John’s Gospel 
single these three out this way? In the Gospel passage, the word “love” does not only mean the perfect charity in the Heart of 
Christ for all people. It also implies that Jesus had a special relationship with them, perhaps throughout His life, but at least 
during the time of His public ministry. This fact is helpful to ponder since it gives us a glimpse into the authentic humanity of 
Jesus. He formed friendships. He enjoyed spending time with those friends. As both God and man, He ate with them, laughed 
with them, listened to them, and loved them. Now, from Heaven, Jesus wants to extend that human and divine love He 
perfectly offers to everyone. 

In Luke’s Gospel, after Jesus begins His public ministry in Galilee, northern Israel, He travels with His disciples to Jerusalem 
and continues His ministry. It is on that journey that Martha and Mary are introduced. Luke 10:38–42 tells the familiar story 
of Jesus entering their home in Bethany, just several miles east of Jerusalem, where He is a guest for dinner. As Jesus reclines, 
Mary also reclines with Him, at His feet, listening to Him. Martha, busy preparing the meal, rebukes her sister by asking Jesus 
to tell Mary to help her with the meal preparation. “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the 
serving? Tell her to help me.” Jesus responds, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.” 

This passage provides us with much to prayerfully ponder. First, it’s clear that Jesus is very familiar with Martha and Mary. 
Martha would not have spoken so bluntly, in an almost critical way toward Jesus, if she did not know Jesus well.  Hence, this 
passage highlights the very real human friendships Jesus enjoyed. Second, Martha’s work of preparing the meal should be 
seen as a labor of love. Though she is frustrated, that doesn’t change the fact that her service is a service of love and is very 
important to the fostering of the siblings’ friendship with Jesus. Third, the image of Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet is often used as 
an image of the contemplative life in which we are all called to sit at His feet in adoration. This “better part” must remind us 
that nothing is better or more important than prayer. The activity and good works we do will always pale in comparison to the 
act of adoration of God. Furthermore, only when adoration and worship of God come first do good works follow. 

Martha, Mary, and Lazarus appear for the first time in John’s Gospel toward the end of Jesus’ public ministry, just prior to the 
first Holy Week. The context of the story makes it clear that Jesus and His apostles are all very familiar with these three 
siblings from Bethany. Lazarus is ill, at the point of death, and Martha and Mary summon Jesus. Jesus waits for two days until 
Lazarus dies before He journeys to Bethany, converses with Mary and Martha, and then raises Lazarus from the dead. In this 
passage, Martha emerges as the witness to faith, not Mary. In her conversation with Jesus, Martha proclaims, “I have come to 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.” This is true faith in the face of the 
painful situation of the death of her beloved brother. 

In contrast to Martha who had run out to meet Jesus when He arrived, Mary stayed home, sorrowful, perhaps sulking. When 
Martha told Mary that Jesus wanted to see her, she went out to see Jesus in apparent despair. The Gospel says that Jesus 
became “perturbed” at the weeping of Mary and “the Jews who had come with her.” The Greek word literally means “He 
snorted in spirit,” which seems to be a response to Mary’s lack of hope. After this, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

In the next chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus is once again at dinner in Bethany with Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, just six days 
before Passover, six days before His death. While there, Mary enters the room with a “liter of costly perfumed oil made from 
genuine aromatic nard” and pours it on Jesus’ feet, drying them with her hair. Though some have associated this act with the 
sinful woman in Luke 7:36–39 who came crying at Jesus’ feet, the two people might or might not be the same. What is clear, 
however, is that the anointing of Jesus in Bethany is not the same as the anointing in the home of Simon the Pharisee in Luke 
7, which took place in Galilee to the north. Was Mary of Bethany the sinful woman? Did she first anoint Him in Galilee and 
then later, again, in Bethany? We will never know for certain, but most scholars agree today that she is not the same person as 
Mary Magdalene. Hence, there might be two or even three women who have traditionally been confused as the same person: 
Mary Magdalene, Mary of Bethany, and the unnamed sinful woman in Luke 7. 

As we honour these sibling saints, ponder the real, personal, and human friendship that the Saviour of the World had with 
them. He loved them as God and as a man, with a pure, perfect, and holy love. In so many ways, this is exactly what Jesus 
wants with us. He wants us to know Him, spend time with Him, converse with Him, worship Him, and trust Him in good 
times and bad. Today’s sibling saints are not much different than us. We should seek to imitate them, learn from their holy 
witness, and even from their mistakes. Become a friend of our Lord by inviting Him to dine in the home of our soul. 

 

Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, you befriended Jesus as your Lord and God, and as the Son of Man, to Whom you 
opened your home and lives. Please pray for me, that I will also open the home of my soul so as to befriend Him Who is my 

God and is the Resurrection and the Life. Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You.   



With your right hand you save me; 
the Lord will accomplish this for me. 
O Lord, your merciful love is eternal; 
discard not the work of your hands.  

On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 

Second reading                 Colossians  2:12-14 

Brothers and Sisters: You have been buried with Christ in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 
faith in the powerful working of God who raised him from 
the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by 
cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                    Luke 11:1-13 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John taught his disciples.’ And he said to them, ‘When you 
pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come. Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to 
us. And lead us not into temptation.’ 

And he said to them, ‘Which of you who has a friend will go 
to him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three 
loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey and I 
have nothing to set before him”; and he will answer from 
within, “Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you 
anything”? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his 
impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 
And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father 
among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading             Genesis 18:20-32 

In those days: The Lord said, ‘Because the outcry against 
Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I 
will go down to see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I 
will know.’ So the men turned from there and went towards 
Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 

Then Abraham drew near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to 
death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the 
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do what is just?’ And the Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom 
fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for 
their sake.’ Abraham answered and said, ‘Behold, I have 
undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will 
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he said, ‘I 
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.’ Again he spoke 
to him and said, ‘Suppose forty are found there.’ He 
answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’ Then he 
said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. 
Suppose thirty are found there.’ He answered, ‘I will not do 
it, if I find thirty there.’ He said, ‘Behold, I have undertaken 
to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.’ He 
answered, ‘For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.’ Then 
he said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again 
but this once. Suppose ten are found there.’ He answered, 
‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm Ps 138(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3. 6-7b. 7c-8.  
                 ℟3a 

On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
In the presence of the angels I praise you. 
I bow down towards your holy Temple.  

On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 

I give thanks to your name 
for your merciful love and your faithfulness. 
On the day I called, you answered me; 
you increased the strength of my soul.  

On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 

The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly, 
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
You give me life though I walk amid affliction; 
you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes.  

On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 

Prayer Intentions 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for July  For formation in discernment . We pray  that we might again learn how to discern, to 
know how to choose paths of life, and reject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.     

Lamp Prayer Intentions  
(St Matthew’s) Blessed Sacrament  Armando Barros RIP (2nd Anniv) Our Lady  Kim Brooker (Special Intentions) 
(St Joseph’s)   Blessed Sacrament & Our Lady     Maurice & Florence RIP-(Wedding Anniv)    

Holy Hour at St Matthew’s 
Sunday 13th July  at 8.00pm 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick:  Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan, Georgette Gornall, J im Ferguson, Ann 
Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Dawn Tannian, Phil 
Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda 
Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, 
Catherine Princess of Wales, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie 
Marron,  Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius 
Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently:  Dino Ribeiro, Silvia Monroe and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Ingrid Neckar, Vera Jakob, Cornelius Scannell, Peggy Fleming, 
Thomas Backman, Patrick McGettigan, Tom Huggard, Teresa Hocking, Susan Byers, Gladys Gordon, Maria Ferreira, Mary 
Invernizzi. 

Worship this week 
(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Florence MacDougal RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 27th  9.00am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Seventeenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Rosa Ferreira RIP (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 28th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Walter Fernandes RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 29th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

SS Martha, Mary & 10.00am: Mass - Maurice & Florence Rodrigo RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
Lazarus   

Wednesday 30th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria    

Thursday 31st 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

S Ignatius of Loyola 7.00pm: Mass - Michael A O’Brien RIP LD Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 1st   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Alphonsus Liguori 10.00am: Mass - Ann Costar RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

    

Saturday 2nd  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Saturday Memorial  10.30am:Mass - Eileen Healy RIP (St Matthew’s) 
of The BVM  11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 3rd  9.00am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Eighteenth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Teresa Tack  RIP (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Margaret & Joe Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

 
 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


