The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME
(21st September 2025)

Dear Parishioners

Sometimes when we look at our lives, we can get very discouraged. We are very aware of our failings and weaknesses. We
are aware of continuing to struggle with personal issues that have dogged us for years. If we focus too much on what is
wrong in our lives, we can fail to see what is good there. We are often much more alert to criticism than to praise. Even in
our weakest moments, there remains much good in every one of us. We are all a mixture of the good and the not so good. In
one of Jesus’ parables he speaks of a field of wheat with weeds through it. In the story, the farmer rejects the labourer’s
suggestion to pull up the weeds straight away. The farmer was more patient; he knew that if the weeds were pulled up some
of the wheat would be pulled up too. He ordered that both be let grow until harvest time. Being too focused on getting rid of
what is not right in our lives can damage what is good there.

The Lord knows that we are all a work in progress. He has begun a good work in us but he has yet to bring it to completion.
We are all a mixture of the good and the not so good, but with the Lord’s help the good can ultimately prevail. The main
character in the parable in today’s gospel reading seems to have left a lot to be desired. He was the chief steward of a very
rich man and over time he had been wasteful with the rich man’s property. The rich man felt that he had no option but to fire
him. He couldn’t live with his steward’s dishonesty indefinitely. When the steward discovered he was shortly to be fired he
found himself in a crisis. It could be said that he was getting what he deserved. He had been acting dishonestly to benefit
himself, cheating on his rich employer. Yet, there was more to this steward than his dishonesty. In this moment of crisis, he
recognized that the good will of others was more important than possessions and wealth. He acted in a way to secure the
good will of the tenants who worked on the rich man’s land. He reduced the debt they owed to the rich man. Perhaps he was
foregoing the cut that he was taking for himself. Now that he was being fired, he would have the good will of the tenants
who might take him into their home until he found his feet again. Even the rich man had to praise his steward’s cleverness.
There was something positive about this man after all. It took a personal crisis to make him realise that he needed the support
and the friendship of others to survive in life. He came to see that life wasn’t just about taking for himself. Life was also
about giving, and making connections with others through the giving. When the steward was at his lowest, when everything
had been taken from him, he began to see more clearly what really mattered. We also see this in the parable of the Prodigal
Son, the same is true of the youngest son, when he had lost everything, he began to take a turn for the better. It sometimes
takes a crisis to bring to life the good that has been lying dormant within us.

The steward behaved generously towards the tenants of the rich man because he came to realise late in the day that he was
dependent on them. In this time of crisis he would need some of them to welcome him into their homes. We all need people
to be supportive of us, especially in moments of crisis in our lives, when we sense our vulnerability and frailty. We are not
completely independent agents; we depend on one another in various ways. We are completely dependent on others at the
beginning of life. Without the loving support of some adult, we wouldn’t survive as babies. We are often completely
dependent on others at the end of our lives. Without the loving support of family, friends, carers, medical staff, our final
weeks and months would be so much more difficult. What is true of the beginning and end of our lives is also true, to a
lesser extent, of our lives in between. We depend on others and others depend on us. We have much to give to others, and
much to receive from others. In the gospel reading, Jesus calls on us to give of our financial resources to serve the wellbeing
of others, ‘make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth’. Many people’s financial resources are very limited
at present. Yet, there remains much we can give to other, such as, our time, our energy, our gifts, our presence, our prayers.
In the second reading, Saint Paul calls on the members of the church to pray for those in authority. Even those in authority
are dependent on those they govern, especially on their prayers. We need to pray for ourselves and for each other because it
is the Lord on whom we all depend the most.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church St Joseph’s Church
32 Hallowell Road, You can make a 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood donation to either Watford
HA6 1IDW parish by using the WDI19 78W

appropriate QR code.
Parish Office Hours Parish Office Hours
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St Matthew’s 200 Club

It is also time to renew your subscription. Forms are available at the back of church Please consider renewing your
subscription, or if you are not taking part please consider joining. This is a helpful way to raise funds for our parish.

St Joseph’s 100 Club

If you are not part of this and would like to join please contact Linda in the Parish Office. This is a helpful way to raise funds
for our parish.

Douay Martyrs School

This is the only Catholic Secondary School in the Hillingdon Deanery. They are holding Open Mornings on Tuesday 23rd
and Tuesday 30th September at 8.45am. Discover what makes Douay Martyrs among the Top 5 happiest schools in
Hillingdon by the Sunday Times report 2025.

Day With Mary
The next day in the diocese is on Saturday 27th September at St Joseph’s Church, High Road, Wembley.

World Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR)

The annual WDMR will be celebrated on 4 and 5 October to coincide with the Jubilee of Migrants. To mark World Day of
Migrants and Refugees an International Mass, in which the ethnic chaplaincies of the Diocese have a prominent role, will be
celebrated in Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 4th October at 6pm. All Welcome.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and
talk about things further. A small group has been formed and it’s still not too late to sign up. The first RCIA group will be on
Tuesday 7th October.

Good Books

A great time was had on Wednesday at our new parish book club and some who couldn't be there also joined the WhatsApp
group. The group has selected books for the next three months. October’s book is to be ‘The Other Boleyn Girl’ by Philippa
Gregory. If you love reading, and enjoy learning about others' book recommendations. Why not come along to the
next gathering at 7 pm on Wednesday 8th October in the Fr Bebb Room (in Northwood). If you cannot come along on the
day but would like to be included in the associated WhatsApp group, please email Julie (mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com) with
your mobile number.

Fucharistic Festival

There will be a Eucharistic Festival on Saturday 11 October at 12:30pm - 4.30pm with Cardinal Vincent Nichols in
Westminster Cathedral, with Veneration of a Relic of the newly canonised St Carlo Acutis. The afternoon will also include
Mass celebrated by the Cardinal, addresses by Bishop Nicholas Hudson and Fr Alan Robinson, Adoration, Rosary,
Confessions and a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament.

Catholic Women's League

We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising
and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month). The next meeting is on
Monday 13th October. (Entrance is using the side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following: Ann
Farrell 07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James 07511 668812.

Certificates of Catholic Pracftice

Fr Tom will be signing School Forms on the following days. Friday 26th September 3.30pm - 5.30pm at St Joseph’s
Monday 29th September 6.00pm - 7.30pm at St Matthew’s. Tuesday 30th September 3.30pm - 5.00pm at St Joseph’s.
Thursday 2nd October 4.00pm - 5.30pm at St Joseph’s. Please contact the parish office to make an appointment.
Planning fo get Married?

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

Save the Dafte

St Matthew's Christmas Fayre: Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . Please start putting aside unwanted unused gifts and
bottles to stock the stalls. Crafters, please could you make something for a craft stall? If you have an idea for a particular
stall, game or activity you'd like to organise, please let us know. Watch this space for more information in due course!

Future dafes for the diary

You may want to mark these dates in your diary - more information to follow.

Thursday 6th November Baptism Preparation Course.

Saturday November 15th, Quiz Night at St Matthew’s

Friday 21st November - Sunday 23rd November Quarant’ore (40 hours devotions) at St Matthew’s

Lourdes 2026

The Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026 will take place on 17th to 24th July. You can already make an expression of interest
in attending next year’s pilgrimage here: https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/



Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor
of the land to an end, saying, ‘When will the new moon be
over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may
offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and
the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, that
we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of
sandals, and sell the chaff of the wheat?’

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: ‘Surely I will
never forget any of their deeds.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 113(112):1-2. 4-6. 7-8. R ¢f. 1a, 7b
Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!

May the name of the Lord be blest
both now and for evermore!

Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory.

Who is like the Lord, our God,
who dwells on high,

who lowers himself to look down
upon heaven and earth?

Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

From the dust he lifts up the lowly,
from the ash heap he raises the poor,

to set them in the company of princes,
yes, with the princes of his people.
Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

Second reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8

Beloved: First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our
Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony
given at the proper time.

For this I was appointed a preacher and an Apostle — I am
telling the truth, I am not lying — a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth. I desire then that in every place the men
should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarrelling.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus Christ, though he was rich,

yet for your sake he became poor,

so that you by his poverty might become rich.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Lamp Prayer Intentions

(St Matthew’s)
Blessed Sacrament
Andrew Tinson (Sp Intn)

Our Lady
Agnes & Thomas Swan RIP

St Joseph'’s)

Blessed Sacrament
Florence Rodrigo RIP

Our Lady

Catherine Birch (in thanks-
giving for prayers answered

and blessings received

Gospel Luke 16:1-13

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich
man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was wasting his possessions. And he called
him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you?
Turn in the account of your management, for you can no
longer be manager.” And the manager said to himself,
“What shall I do, since my master is taking the management
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am
ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so that when |
am removed from management, people may receive me into
their houses.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by
one, he said to the first, “How much do you owe my
master?” He said, “A hundred measures of oil.” He said to
him, “Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.”
Then he said to another, “And how much do you owe?” He
said, “A hundred measures of wheat.” He said to him, “Take
your bill and write eighty.” The master commended the
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation
than the sons of light.” And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it
fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

‘One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much,
and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much. If then you have not been faithful with the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful with that which is
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No
servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Retreat Day.

This Sunday we have a retreat day
led by The Servants of Suffering — the
Spiritual Family of Padre Pio at St
Matthew’s. We welcome the
missionary group Don Carlo from
Rome, Don Martino from
Switzerland, Fr. John from Ireland
and two lay missionaries:
Tiziana from Italy and Vladimir from
Switzerland.

The format of the day will be as follows.

9:00am Mass

10:00am  Blessing with First class Relics of
St. Carlo Acutis and Padre Pio

10.45am  Break in the Hall with Coffee and Croissants

11.15am  Catechesis on “The Padre Pio Spirituality”,
Q&A

12.15pm  Testimonies & Confession

12.45pm  Adoration & Confessions

13.45pm  Holy Rosary & Confessions

2:00pm Lunch & End

(Donations towards the cost of food and drink are welcome)



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Mary Vaughan Ann Grant, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas,
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino,
Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Stanley Murugesan, Terence Monroe, and all who have died as a result of violence, war
and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Ann Temmink, Patrick Daly, Ronald Procter, Michael Keegan,
Pearly Navaratnam, Patrick Sheehy, Michael Clancy, Declan Silke, Giuseppe Noviello, Sue Smith, James Butler,
Kathleen Rigby, Bridie Leach, Joseph Fernandes, Edward Fennell, Stephen Franklin, Denis Carey, Mary Hughes,
Betty Turner.
Pope’s Prayer Intention for September For our relationship with all of creation. We pray that, inspired by St Francis,
we might experience our interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and respect.

Worship this week
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.
(Saturday) 6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Birch Family Intentions
Sunday 21st 9.00am: Mass - Heather Keegan RIP (St Matthew’s)

Twenty Fifth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

in Ordinary Time  6.00pm: Mass - Kathleen & Eardley McHeyzer RIP (St Matthew’s)

Monday 22nd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Patricia Lee (Thanksgiving) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)

Tuesday 23rd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Anne Fisher RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)

Wednesday 24th ~ NO PUBLIC MASS
Our Lady of Walsingham

Thursday 25th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Jonathan Cooke (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Friday 26th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Liam Potts RIP (2nd Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Saturday 27th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)

10.30am:Mass - Joseph Fernandes RIP (Anniv)
11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph'’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Patricia & Mary Moore RIP
Sunday 28th 9.00am: Mass - Laurie Scudder RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)
Twenty Sixth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Michael V O Brien & Josie O Brien RIP (St Joseph’s)
in Ordinary Time — 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
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Cher 1%/l Myring Linda Grimes

Siob §§
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