The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
(31st August 2025)

Dear Parishioners

The theme and lesson of this week’s readings is obvious. We are to be humble. But if we stop there, it is like eating our
dinner in one bite. We may get some nourishment but the shock to our system or its inability to digest so much at once will
minimize the full effect that a good meal can have upon us. So let us take a few moments to chew on this lesson one bite at a
time and savour each one. Let us take the time so each morsel can have its full effect on our system.

The word “humility” comes from the Latin word “humus” which means ground. So one who is humble is
grounded. Specifically, they are grounded in reality. That is why we must be careful and avoid false humility — of being
falsely grounded in perceived reality. This is really not as easy as it might seem. Even if we are open to knowing true
reality, and pursue it, we can be led astray by others, our culture, or history in believing a less than true or accurate or honest
reality. This is the third time Jesus has been invited to dinner in Luke’s gospel, and it is the third time he has taken the
opportunity to challenge, or correct the host, their guests, or both. This time he cautions the guests about their jockeying for
a “place of honour”. His warning is clearly aimed at preventing them from buying into a false perception of their honour or
position. Humility here would be the awareness of who they really are in relationship with the other guests. His caution
includes the condition that one may not always know the true reality and it would be wiser to not assume you know it. His
warning to the host is aimed at helping the host see that to invite only those who can help you or do something for you is
also a false perception of reality. Here Jesus is calling the host, and us, to put everything into its proper context. As the
gospel ended several weeks ago, “So is the one who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God.” If we are
truly seeing things as they really are, including ourselves and our place in things, we would be acting very differently. Can
we be humble enough to accept our error, or misconceptions of reality, and be open to letting Jesus show us the Way, the
Truth, and the Life that will lead us to happiness, fulfilment, joy, and eternal life.

In truth, most if not all the problems of our lives, and our times, can be traced to our misperceptions of reality. From our
earliest days of consciousness, our mind is trying to perceive reality. We misread, misjudge, or are just misinformed about
so many things. Yet this is what we use to make our conscious and subconscious decisions about everything in life. Now
here we might start thinking we are an exception. But — IN REALITY — we all suffer from this problem because its part of
the human condition. The core attitudes or perspective of the world, and ourselves were formed before we turned seven
years old. Therefore they were developed when we didn’t have the full and refined use of our reasoning. We developed an
immature and unreasoned outlook toward things that we carried with us as we matured, and this is were the virtue of
Humility is critical. Without humility we cannot be open to change, or to learning the full reality around us. Without
humility we will use the immature attitudes and outlooks we developed in early childhood. This is what many spiritual
writers refer to as the false self. It is the self we have created. It is the self we believe ourselves to be and how we try to
make the world fit to our perception of this false reality. This is what Paul refers to as the “old self” that dies when we unite
with Jesus Christ. This is what Jesus tries to teach and show his disciples and us in the Gospels.

To be humble is to recognize reality, acknowledge reality, accept reality, and live in accordance with that reality. It is reality
- that we can’t do that without God’s help. We have the opportunity to let Jesus help us today. Here at Mass we will be
faced with the reality of Jesus being present to help make us one with him. In order for that to happen to its full effect, we
need to be humble enough to recognise, acknowledge, and accept his presence so that he can live in us and we can live in
accordance with his love.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church St Joseph’s Church
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Northwood donation to either Watford
HA6 1IDW parish by using the WDI19 78W

appropriate QR code.
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Mission Appeal

Next Weekend we will be visited by priests of the Verona Fathers (Comboni Missionaries) who will be making their Annual
Mission Appeal at all our Sunday Masses. On Saturday evening our Mass will be celebrated by Fr Louis Kouevi and all our
Sunday Masses will be celebrated by Fr Gordon Rees. Please pray for them this coming week and please be as supportive as
you can at Mass next week.

Fr Tom

Fr Tom will be away from Wednesday evening and will return on Thursday 11th September. Fr Tony Pelligrini will be
celebrating the weekday Masses when Fr Tom is away. Weekday exposition is able to happen with the help of Deacon
Hervé.

First Sunday Holy Hour.
As next Sunday is the first Sunday of the month, we will have our usual Holy Hour (ending with Night Prayer) at 8.00pm in
St Matthew’s

St Matthew’s 200 Club

The August draw will take place in the hall after the 9.00am Mass this Sunday. Do come along for coffee and refreshments.
It is also time to renew your subscription. Forms are available at the back of church (and will be available in the hall after the
draw). Please consider renewing your subscription, or if you are not taking part please consider joining. This is a helpful way
to raise funds for our parish.

St Joseph’s 100 Club

If you are not part of this and would like to join please contact Linda in the Parish Office. This is a helpful way to raise funds
for our parish.

March for Life

Next Saturday sees the annual March For Life. It begins at 1.30pm at The Emmanuel Centre in Marsham Street in
Westminster and ends in Parliament Square where there will be a number of speakers. If you wish to go along but don’t want
to be on your own, Fr Gerard O’Brien and parishioners from Holy Rood Watford will be attending and you can meet up with
them outside the Emmanuel Centre at 1.00pm. There are also things happening at the Emmanuel Centre in the morning
(doors open at 10.00am) For more details visit https://www.marchfodife.co.uk/2025-itinerary/

Catholic Women's League

We are a small, happy group of 8 friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at
2pm. We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are
organising and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church. The next meeting is on Monday 8th September. (Entrance is using the
side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following: Anne Farrell 07905 932307, Breda Griffin
07738363932, Pauline James 07511668812.

Good Books

If you love reading, and enjoy learning about others' book recommendations. do come along to the first meeting of our new
parish book club at 7 pm on Wednesday 10 September in the Fr Bebb Room (in Northwood) and every second Wednesday of
the month thereafter. We will be talking about "This is Happiness" by the Irish novelist Niall Williams as well as about other
books we have enjoyed reading over the summer. (It’s not too late to get the book to read). October's book choice will be
determined by the group so bring your ideas along! If you cannot come along on the day but would like to be included in the
associated WhatsApp group, please email Julie (mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com) with your mobile number.

RCIA (Rife of Christian Inifiation of Adulfs)

If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and
talk about things further. A small group has been formed and it’s still not too late to sign up. The first RCIA group will be on
Tuesday 7th October.

Planning fo get Married?

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

First Holy Communion Parents’ Evening

For those who have signed their children up for First Communion Preparation. There will be a meeting with the Catechists
and Fr Tom on Thursday 11th September at 7.30pm in St Joseph’s Hall.

Confirmation Candidates and Parents’ Evening

Candidates who have signed up for the Confirmation Preparation Programme are invited with their parents to a meeting with
the Catechists and Fr Tom on Monday 15th September at 7.00pm in St Matthew’s Hall.

Baptism Preparation Evening

If you wish to have your child baptised, please come along to the next Baptism Preparation evening which will be Thursday
18th September at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Hall.

Assisted Suicide Bill

The Leadbeater assisted suicide Bill is expected to have its Second Reading in the House of Lords on Friday 12 September.
Right To Life UK has launched an EasyAction tool to help you write to a few Peers with a tailored message to highlight key
concerns with the Bill. Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeers to ask Peers to oppose assisted
suicide - it takes just 30 seconds!



Reftreaf Day.

A retreat day will be led by The Servants of Suffering
— the Spiritual Family of Padre Pio at St Matthew’s
on Sunday 21st September and will include blessings
from the relics of Padre Pio and Carlo Acutis. The
missionary group will include three priests: Don
Carlo from Rome, Don Martino from Switzerland, Fr.
John from Ireland and two lay missionaries:
Tiziana from Italy and Vladimir from Switzerland.

The format of the day will be as follows.

9:00am Mass
10:00am  Blessing with First class Relics of

St. Carlo Acutis and Padre Pio
10.45am  Break in the Hall

with Coffee and Croissants
11.15am  Catechesis on

“The Padre Pio Spirituality”, Q&A
12.15pm  Testimonies & Confession
12.45pm  Adoration & Confessions
13.45pm  Holy Rosary & Confessions
2:00pm Lunch & End

New Missals

The long awaited (and long overdue) Weekday and Daily Missals
are due to be made available in September. If you would like to
order one please contact the Parish Office - an order will be made
in the next two weeks.

Daily Missal Cost: £69.99

This is the only UK missal to contain
the complete Sunday, daily and
sanctoral cycles in a single volume.
Hardback with six ribbons and colour
sacred art images, it is the only missal
you will ever need. Updated with the
—4  new translation of the Lectionary.

THE CTS NEW
DAILY MISSAL
e

Daily Missal Cost: £55.00

A beautiful hardback People’s Missal
that contains all the prayers and
readings for all weekday Masses, as
well as the sanctoral cycle, from
Monday to Saturday and comes with 4
ribbon markers.

Readings at

First reading Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

My son, perform your tasks in meekness; then you will be
loved by those whom God accepts. The greater you are, the
more you must humble yourself; so you will find favour in
the sight of the Lord. For great is the might of the Lord; he
is glorified by the humble. The affliction of the proud has no
healing, for a plant of wickedness has taken root in him. The
mind of the intelligent man will ponder a parable, and an
attentive ear is the wise man’s desire.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 68(67):4-5ac. 6-7b. 10-11. R cf. 11b

In your goodness, O God, you provided a home for the
poor.

The upright shall rejoice at the presence of God;

they shall exult with glad rejoicing.

O sing to God; make music to his name.

The Lord is his name.

In your goodness, O God, you provided a home for the
poor.

Father of orphans, defender of widows:

such is God in his holy place.

God gives the desolate a home to dwell in;

he leads the prisoners forth into prosperity.

In your goodness, O God, you provided a home for the
poor.

You poured down, O God, a generous rain;

when your heritage languished, you restored it.

It was there that your flock began to dwell.

In your goodness, O God, you provided for the poor.

In your goodness, O God, you provided a home for the
poor.

Second reading Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24

Brothers and Sisters: You have not come to what may be
touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a
tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words
made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to
them.

But you have come to Mount Sion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable

Sunday Mass

angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Take my yoke upon you, says the Lord,

and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to dine at the house of a ruler
of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully.

Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he
noticed how they chose the places of honour, saying to
them, ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast,
do not sit down in a place of honour, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who
invited you both will come and say to you, “Give your place
to this person”, and then you, with shame, will take the
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the
lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to
you, “Friend, move up higher.” Then you will be honoured
in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.’

He said also to the man who had invited him, ‘When you
give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends, or
your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich
neighbours, lest they also invite you in return and you be
repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the just.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 14:1, 7-14




Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Ann Grant, Helen Jones, Neil Evans Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas,
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino,
Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Danny McVey, Eva Cox, Mona Fardey and all who have died as a result of violence,
war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Bertha Schuler, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor,
Annie Scudder, Jim O’Sullivan, Dorothy Miles, Colin De Souza, Brendan Flahive, Howard Baker, Gwen O’Connor,
Baby Daniel Kee Shin Munro, Mary O’Connor, Dolores Wallace, Christine Hill, Eileen Stone, Luigi Fattighetto,
Francesco De Leo, Edward Phelan, Jessica Cooke, Abelardo Catolico, Ann Walsh, Isobel Sayers, Lynda Cox,
Freddy Fernando.
Pope’s Prayer Intention for September For our relationship with all of creation. We pray that, inspired by St Francis,
we might experience our interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and respect.

Worship this week
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.
(Saturday) 6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Elizabeth & Dick Pugh RIP
Sunday 31st 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

Twenty Second 11.00am: Mass - Florence Rodrigo RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday in Ordinary 6.00pm: Mass - Orlando Figueiredo RIP (St Matthew’s)

Time

Monday 1st 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 2nd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Molly Byrne RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Wednesday 3rd NO PUBLIC MASS

Thursday 4th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass - Yineth Trjaola De Pino (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Friday 5th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Feria 10.00am: Mass - Peregrino Godinlio RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Saturday 6th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Saturday Memorial 10.30am:Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Lamp Prayer Intentions
of The BVM 11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and (St Matthew’s)
Confessions ending with Benediction Blessed Sacrament
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Peter Clifford RIP
Confessions (St Joseph’s) Our Lady
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes Anne Clifford RIP
Sunday 7th 9.00am: Mass - Alexandre Silva (Sp Intns) (St Matthew'’s) (St Joseph’s)
Twenty Third Sunday11.00am: Mass - Gertrud Birch RIP (St Joseph’s) Blessed Sacrament
in Ordinary Time — 6.00pm: Mass - Patricia Jones RIP (St Matthew’s) Florence Rodrigo RIP-(Birthday)
8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) Our Lady
Florence Rodrigo RIP-(Birthday)
Parish Directory

Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery?rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsgg@safeiguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg afeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



