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Dear Parishioners 
Today’s readings speak powerfully about two things: humility before God and the justice and mercy of God. They challenge 
us to examine our hearts and to reflect on how we live our faith in daily life. In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector. One is proud, one is humble; one is self-righteous, one is contrite. Jesus makes it clear that it 
is the humble tax collector who goes home justified. 

As we consider this, we also have a striking example from our own time: the recent meeting and joint prayer of King Charles 
III with Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican. This moment reminds us that faith is not just private, but also has public significance, 
and that humility and unity are central to Christian witness.  

In the first reading from Sirach, we hear: "The Lord is the judge, and with him is no partiality. He will not show partiality in 
the case of a poor man; and he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. This passage reminds us that God is just and 
impartial. He listens to the prayers of those who are oppressed, marginalized, or suffering. As Catholics, we are called to 
reflect this divine justice by being attentive to the needs of others, especially the poor and vulnerable. 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector:The Pharisee is confident, self-assured, comparing 
himself to others. The tax collector is humble, aware of his failings, and turns to God for mercy. Jesus teaches that God is not 
impressed by our achievements or our self-image. What matters is honesty, humility, and dependence on God’s mercy. True 
faith begins when we acknowledge our limitations and seek God’s grace. The tax collector's honest and contrite heart was 
pleasing to God, while the Pharisee's self-righteousness was not. This parable challenges us to examine our own hearts and 
approach God with humility and sincerity. 

This Gospel comes alive when we consider the recent visit of King Charles III to the Vatican, where he prayed alongside 
Pope Leo XIV. For centuries, relations between the British monarchy and the papacy were strained. Yet here we saw two 
leaders, in positions of high authority, kneeling together in prayer — not to assert power, but to seek God’s guidance. Their 
joint prayer was simple but profound: a symbol of reconciliation, unity, and humility. It reminds us that leadership, in any 
form, is most faithful when rooted in service and prayer. 

This encounter mirrors today’s Gospel: just as the tax collector humbled himself before God, so too did the King and the 
Pope approach God in humility. And just as the tax collector’s prayer is heard, so too can acts of humility and unity in the 
public sphere inspire others toward reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

In the second reading, St. Paul writes: "For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure 
has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." St. Paul exemplifies perseverance in 
faith. He remained steadfast in his mission, despite challenges and hardships. His words encourage us to remain faithful and 
committed to our Christian journey, trusting that God will reward our efforts. Paul’s words remind us that faith requires 
perseverance. Humility, prayer, and service are not one-time acts; they are part of a lifelong journey. Like Paul, we are called 
to “fight the good fight” by remaining faithful, patient, and humble, trusting that God will uphold us.  

How does this speak to us personally and as a community? In our prayer: Approach God with humility. Don’t pray to 
impress, but to open our heart. Like the tax collector, let our prayer be simple, honest, and sincere: “Lord, be merciful to 
me.” In our relationships: Build bridges, seek reconciliation, and show compassion. Pay attention to the needs of the lowly, 
the lonely, and the marginalized. In our witness: The humility of King Charles III and Pope Leo XIV challenges us to 
model faith in public life — with respect, service, and prayerful engagement. In our perseverance: Keep faith like St. Paul. 
Life’s challenges may be many, but God is faithful. Our small acts of humility and mercy matter. 

As we reflect on today's readings and the recent example set by King Charles III and Pope Leo XIV, let us be reminded of 
the importance of humility, justice, and unity in our Christian lives. May we approach God with sincere hearts, seek 
reconciliation with others, and persevere in our faith, knowing that God hears the prayers of the humble and rewards those 
who remain steadfast. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



Thank you for celebrating World Mission Sunday 
Thank you for your donations to the World Mission Sunday appeal. Your prayers and support will help missionaries work 
alongside communities worldwide, regardless of background or belief. Please continue to pray for all who share the love and 
hope of Christ with our sisters and brothers in need throughout the world. To support mission year-round, visit missio.org.uk 
or call 020 7821 9755 (office hours). 

All Saints Day and All Souls Day 
All Saints Day is normally on the first day of November and is a Holy Day of Obligation, but the bishops of England and 
Wales transfer the Solemnity to the Sunday if it falls on a Saturday or Monday. This makes it easier for Catholics to keep that 
obligation as we already have the obligation to be at Mass on a Sunday. This year we will keep All Saints on Sunday 2nd 
November. This means that the Saturday evening and Sunday Masses will fulfil the obligation. 
As a result, that means that All Souls will be transferred to the Monday. There will be the normal 10.00am Mass in St 
Matthew’s but there will be an Extra Mass in the evening at St Joseph’s at 7.00pm. 

Pope Leo XIV appoints Bishop Nicholas Hudson as new Bishop of Plymouth 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV has appointed the Right Reverend Nicholas Hudson as the new Bishop of Plymouth. 

Ordained as a priest for the Archdiocese of Southwark in 1986, Bishop Hudson has been an Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster 
and Titular Bishop of St Germans in Cornwall since 2014. 

On hearing of his appointment, Bishop Hudson, Bishop-elect of Plymouth said: 

“I am deeply grateful to Pope Leo XIV for appointing me; and I do not take lightly the trust he has placed in me. I am aware 
how long the clergy, religious and laity of Plymouth Diocese have waited for a bishop. I come with a desire to listen and to 
learn. I hope we can apply all the strengths of synodality to discern together ways to deepen the diocese’s outreach, mission 
and presence to the people of Cornwall, Devon and Dorset. I look forward greatly to meeting all who belong to the diocese. 

“I ask their prayers for me as I prepare to be their bishop – as I most surely pray for them.” 

The date for Bishop Hudson’s installation as Diocesan Bishop will be on the 29 November 2025 at the Cathedral Church of 
Saint Mary and Saint Boniface, Plymouth.  

Mass Intentions 
The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 opens this week. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass 
Intention we have the following guidelines.  
Sunday Mass Intention - Fr Tom under Canon Law is obliged to offer a Mass for the People of the Parishes that he has care 
of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.  
1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph’s 
2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s 
3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph’s 
4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew’s 
(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be  for the People of the Parishes) 
To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month. 
Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting a 
Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention). 
Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the 
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or 
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office. 
Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for a Mass Intention to offer a stipend. Although this goes towards helping the 
parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of Simony. 
The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then the Mass 
Intention and offering will be accepted (however small). 
Thank you for all your intentions and offerings. 

Celebrate the Saints, NOT “Halloween”:  
“The Eve of All Hallows” on 31st October should be for us a time of preparation for the great Feast Day. It is increasingly 
important that Catholics DO NOT get involved in “Halloween” activities, which celebrate the opposite. Put a candle and a 
holy picture in your window. Have a kids party and dress up as your patron saints. Celebrate our faith. Don’t aimlessly 
follow the herd, but “Be in the world, not of the world” to paraphrase the Gospels and St Paul, for “You are the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:14).  

Month of the Holy Souls 
November is traditionally the month when we remember the Holy Souls. During that month all our Masses (apart from the 
People of the Parishes) will be offered for the Holy Souls. Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to put your 
list of names in with a donation towards a Mass stipend. All those list of names will be placed by the altar and remembered at 
Mass through the month of November.  Please return your envelope to the Parish Office or post through the Presbytery letter 
box  

Blessing of Graves 
The blessing of graves will take place at the following times. 

Northwood Cemetery: 8th November, 2pm 
Carpenders Park Lawn Cemetery: 9th November, 1.30pm 
Cherry Lane Cemetery: 9th November, 3pm 
Pinner New Cemetery: 15th November, 2pm 
Woodcock Hill Cemetery: 16th November, 2pm 
Uxbridge & Hillingdon Cemetery: 23rd November, 1pm    West Drayton Cemetery: 23rd November, 2pn 



Quiz Night 
We will be holding a Quiz Night in St Matthew’s Hall on Saturday 15th November. 
Tickets are £12.50 and tables are of eight people. If you can’t make a team of eight, 
you can always join up with others. Tickets include a ploughman's supper. There will 
be a raffle, prizes and a bar. Tickets are available from the Parish Office and the 
repository.  

Quarant’ore (40 hours devotions)   
 This will take place at St Matthew’s from Friday 21st November beginning in the 
morning and ending with Benediction after the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 23rd 
November. 

‘Baptism Preparation 
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Thursday 6th November at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 10th November. (Entrance is using the side door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

The annual Over 60s Christmas Party organised by the CWL will take place in the hall at St Joseph’s on Saturday 29th 
November. Forms and details are available at the back of church. 

Good Books 
Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday on November 12th (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) we'll be talking about 
The Curfew by T M Logan. What lengths would you go to if your teenager failed to come home after an evening out? If 
you can't make the meeting, join the conversation in the associated WhatsApp group by emailing your mobile number to 
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com 

Children’s Choir 
One of the delights of St Joseph’s school is the great singing. Fr Tom would like to begin a children’s choir at the 11.00am  
Sunday morning Mass to enhance our worship. If your child is interested in singing in the choir, please contact the St 
Joseph’s parish office and we will be in touch. Thank you to those who have already offered their services.  

 

St Matthew's Christmas Fayre: 
Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . St Matthew’s needs 
YOU! Can you help? Please see the lists in the porch and 
sign up if you can lend a hand setting up on Friday 
afternoon, running the stalls or kitchen on Saturday or 
cleaning up afterwards. Many hands make light work! 

We are also now taking in goods to sell. Please place your 
donations in the blue crates in the porch or deliver them to 
the office.  

Yes please to: 
 unopened bottles (of anything – shampoo, ketchup, 
alcohol…) 
unopened cosmetics and toiletries 
unused unwanted gifts 
books in good condition 
hand-crafted gifts 

No thank you to bric-à-brac 

Please plan to bring in cakes, preserves etc. on the Friday 
evening or Saturday morning. 

If you are able to offer a prize for the Grand Draw, please 
see the list of suggestions in the porch or add  a description 
of your donation. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR 
GENEROSITY! 

 

Posters and Flyers are available to display at home. 



Seeds of  Hope Evangelisation Day  
Saturday 1st November 2025 in Potter Bar. Many people have an ache in their heart for those around them who no longer 
believe or no longer come to Church, at the same time we are hearing of the quiet revival that is stirring the faith of young 
adults. At our Seeds of Hope Day, we will explore how to help people become friends with Jesus. It will be interactive with 
times of prayer, conversation, workshops and resources to take away. All parishioners are welcome. To find out more and 
book please visit: https://forms.monday.com/forms/ef6f2ffb75d89388496a0eabea7f1abc?r=euc1&text0=  

Icons of Hope’  
There will be a short series of talks taking place on Monday evenings, 6.30pm – 8.00pm,at Vaughan House entitled ‘Icons of 
Hope, which will invite us to reflect on where we can find blessed hope in our lives. The dates and speakers are as follows:  

3rd November, ‘Sacred Art’, Sr Carolyn Morrison ra, Outreach Chaplain, London Universities  
10th November, ‘Saints, Blesseds and Pilgrimage’, Elizabeth Uwalaka, Diocese of Westminster Pilgrimage Coordinator  
24th November, Caroline Hull, National Director of Aid to the Church in Need  

Please register attendance beforehand with Warren Brown at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.  

Learn to Pray Course  
Online starting Friday 15 November. This is a six-session course for people who want to develop a personal prayer time that 
helps them develop their relationship with Jesus. Earlier in the year we were blessed to have Andre Regnier with us to deliver 
this course in person and would now like to offer it online for those in Westminster Diocese who might be interested. To find 
out more and book, please visit: https://forms.monday.com/forms/a21a12bb63a164f048a8d15af72fba36?r=euc1&text0=  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

News from “RETROUVAILLE”; A Lifeline for Troubled Marriages 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each 
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in 
their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples 
headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps 
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through 
difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential 
information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 
info@retrouvaille.org.uk - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  

COULD YOU BE A FOUNDATION GOVERNOR AT A CATHOLIC SCHOOL?  
Foundation Governors are appointed in the name of the Archbishop and form the majority of the governing body of a 
Catholic school. They have a legal duty to preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school and to ensure that the 
school is conducted in accordance with its trust deed.  

Governing boards have three core functions:  

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;  

2.  Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the 
performance management of staff;  

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.  

The ministry of Foundation Governor is an important one, because the Catholic character of our schools depends on 
committed Catholics being willing to undertake this service. The Archbishop is therefore very appreciative of all those who 
offer to assist him in this vital task. Because of our baptism, all Christians are all called to serve the Church’s mission.  

General Criteria:  

To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must be and remain: a practising Catholic; providing education for his 
or her own children, if of school age, in a Catholic school or college (unless exceptional circumstances apply); able to give 
priority of attendance at meetings of the governing body to ensure representation of the Archbishop; in possession of a valid 
DBS disclosure certificate. To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must not be disqualified from becoming or 
remaining a governor in accordance with: the current School Government Regulations (or the college’s Instrument of 
Government); the Charities Acts; and the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000.  

Specific Criteria:  

In respect of the school or college for which a person is or is to be a foundation governor, he or she must not at any time be: 
related to any member of the school or college staff, teaching or non-teaching; related to any governor whether elected, 
appointed or ex-officio, of the school or college; employed (whether as a teacher or otherwise) at the school. A person (other 
than the parish priest) will not normally be re-appointed as a foundation governor of a particular school or college if he or she 
has just completed three consecutive terms on that particular governing body. 

If you are interested in becoming a governor of our parish primary school of St Joseph’s please send an initial email to the 
Headteacher admin@stjosephs775.herts.sch.uk 

The Douay Martyrs (Secondary) School is also in need of new governors. If you would like to arrange an informal chat 
with the Headteacher then contact her by email office@douaymartyrs.co.uk 



6th Form Open Evenings 
The following schools have open evenings coming up. See websites for more details. 
Bishop Douglass Catholic School 4th November https://www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk/ 
St Michael’s Catholic Grammer School 4th November https://www.st-michaels.barnet.sch.uk/ 
St Michael’s Catholic High School 6th November https://www.stmichaelscatholichighschool.co.uk/11/announcements/
announcement/56/sixth-form-open-evening-thursday-6th-november-530pm-700pm 
Douay Martyrs School 18th November . https://www.douaymartyrs.co.uk/101/announcements/announcement/73/sixth-
form-open-evening-tuesday-18th-november-6pm-8pm 

Staff Vacancies at Douay Martyrs School. 
The school is advertising the following posts Exam Invigilator (Closing Date 11:59pm, 14th Nov 2025 Start Date 
Immediate) Cover Supervisor  (Closing Date 11:59pm, 21st Nov 2025). More details can be found at https://
mynewterm.com/school/The-Douay-Martyrs-Catholic-School/137925 

Train to Teach 
Your journey to become an outstanding teacher starts with The Diocese of Westminster Academy Trust (DoWAT) and 
St Mary’s University. Working together, they deliver Initial Teacher Training which gives you the exciting mix of valuable 
classroom experience and exciting university lectures. 
Choosing to train to teach with then means that you’ll receive a Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE) and the award 
of Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). They also offer a Postgraduate Teaching Apprenticeship, this is QTS only.  St Mary’s 
University offers 60 additional M-Level credits, which can be used towards a Master’s Degree, should you wish to do 
additional training at a later date.  
For more details go to https://www.dowat.co.uk/434/train-to-teach-with-dowat 

Job opportunities in the Diocese 
The following vacancies are being advertised on the diocesan website https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

National event celebrates 60 years of Vatican II declaration on interfaith dialogue 
On Sunday 26 October, representatives from six different religions will come together at St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham 
to mark the 60th anniversary of Nostra Aetate. Published on 28 October 1965, Nostra Aetate – ‘In Our Time’ – was a ground
-breaking declaration of the Second Vatican Council focusing on the Catholic Church’s relations with non-Christian 
religions. It is still considered a foundational text for this important dialogue. 
The national celebration of Nostra Aetate‘s diamond jubilee includes Sung Vespers with reflections from Hindu, Sikh, 
Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist and Christian representatives, and a panel discussion titled ‘Dying to Live’ that will explore the 
challenges faced by Birmingham’s faith communities in end-of-life care settings. Writing in the programme for the event, 
Archbishop Bernard Longley, host bishop and Chair of the Bishops’ Conference’s Department for Dialogue and Unity, 
described Nostra Aetate as ‘important’ and ‘relevant’ in today’s world: “At the time of its publication, this short but very 
important declaration expressed a clear vision and intent on the part of the Catholic Church to recognise those ‘rays of truth’ 
and goodness reflected in other religions, so as to initiate and promote a deeper dialogue between us all.” 
The Archbishop stressed that Pope Saint Paul VI’s call to fellowship in Nostra Aetate is a guiding principle we can take up 
today: “Although these words were written over half a century ago, they remain as important and relevant as ever. Our 
friendship and dialogue with one another continue to bear much fruit through a mutual understanding and appreciation of the 
gifts that we share and of those truths we hold in common.” 
In the same booklet, Bishop Patrick McKinney, Lead Bishop for Interreligious Dialogue, described how the declaration 
heralded a new era of understanding: “It was a call to reject prejudice and embrace the universal dignity of every human 
person as created in the image and likeness of God. It paved the way for a new era of understanding, particularly in Catholic-
Jewish relations, and it promoted respect for all religions. 
“For six decades the principles of this document have inspired and guided countless initiatives for dialogue, reconciliation 
and cooperation on the part of the Holy See and Catholic dioceses all around the world. 
This national celebration provides the Catholic Church in England and Wales with an opportunity to express gratitude to 
colleagues from other religions for the warmth of the interreligious dialogue and the close working relationships that have 
been built up over those years, as well to renew its commitment to fruitful interreligious dialogue. A livestream of the Sung 
Vespers from St Chad’s Cathedral will be available from approximately 3:30pm. https://mcn.live/Camera/st-chads-
cathedral-birmingham 

Position  Location Closing Date 

Parish Administator  Cricklewood Parish 30th October 

Electrical Engineer Based in Hendon travel across the diocese 31st October 

Relief Receptionist Vaughan House (Victoria) 6th November 

Catechetical Coordinator Cricklewood Parish 7th November 

Receptionist & Administrative Assistant  Newman House  (Gower Street) 11th November 

Parish Cleaner Millwall Parish 24th November 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   
Mary Vaughan (Sick) 

Our Lady   
Ben Wright RIP 

St Joseph’s  
Blessed Sacrament   

Kevin Anidjah (Intentions)   

Our Lady   
Our local Catholic Schools  



Saints of   The Week 
The Blessed Martyrs of  Douai College 

Feast Day 29th October  

The Martyrs of Douai were a group of men who trained for the priesthood at 
Douai College during the English Reformation and were executed on their 
return to England for preaching the Catholic faith. Operating as a Roman 
Catholic priest during the Protestant Reformation was considered high treason, 
with a punishment of being hanged, drawn and quartered. In total, 158 members 
of Douai College were martyred between the years 1577 and 1680, including St 
Robert Southwell and St Edmund Campion. 

These men provided essential pastoral and spiritual guidance for Catholics 
throughout the country and administration of the sacraments. They willingly 
took on this mission knowing that, as soon as they stepped onto English soil, 
their lives would be in imminent danger. Many people risked their lives during 
this period to support these men by sheltering them or allowing them to 
celebrate Mass in their homes. 

In recognition of the work of these men and the sacrifice they made, 80 alumni 
of Douai College were beatified by Pope Pius XI in 1929, their feast day is 
celebrated on the 29th October. 

Douai college was founded by William Allen (later, Cardinal Allen) in 1568, 
and was initially intended to be a home for English exiles where they could 
continue their studies when this was no longer possible for Catholics in English 
Universities. The college developed into a seminary for men seeking to be 
ordained into the Roman Catholic faith when it was not possible to do so in 
England and Wales. The college quickly received Papal recognition and was 
taken under the protection of King Phillip II of Spain. 

In 1793, the college had its property confiscated, and its seminarians were imprisoned for over a year. They were released in 
November 1794 and received permission to return to England, where they settled at Old Hall Green Academy, a school in 
Ware. This new college was dedicated to St Edmund of Canterbury (also known as St Edmund of Abingdon) on his feast 
day, November 16th, in 1794. The event marked the beginning of the restoration of colleges and seminaries throughout 
England. 

In 1904, Archbishop Francis Bourne built a new wing to house the seminarians separately from the school. This part of the 
college eventually became known as Allen Hall, after the founder of the English College at Douai. In 1975, the seminarians 
moved to Chelsea, which allowed them to be more involved in pastoral work in London, and allowed St Edmund’s College 
to expand as a school. Their residence in Chelsea retained the name Allen Hall, which remains as the seminary for the 
Diocese of Westminster to this day.  

A priest of the Diocese of Westminster who trained at Allen Hall said.  “It is always one of the most powerful moments of 
the year at Allen Hall seminary when, at the beginning of the Mass to celebrate the Feast of 
the Douai Martyrs, the current seminarians read out the names of the 158 martyrs. It really 
hits you how much we all owe to these priests and religious, as well as the men and women 
who risked their lives by sheltering and supporting them. They gave their lives to defend and 
preserve what we can so easily take for granted today, the Eucharist and other sacraments, 
praying the rosary, our connection with the Universal Church. We need to remember this 
today.’ 

The Douai martyrs were executed at three-sided gallows known as the ‘Tyburn Tree’ which 
stands near the present-day Marble Arch. A roundel marks the spot of the gallows. : 

TYBURN CONVENT  
Tyburn Convent is a monastery situated right in the heart of London, near the famous site of the Tyburn Gallows where more 
than 100 Catholics were martyred during the Reformation.  It is a cloistered community of benedictine contemplatives who 
live by the ancient monastic Rule of St Benedict.  The charism and work of the community is prayer.  Our Foundress, Marie 
Adèle Garnier made Tyburn Convent the home of the famous shrine of the English Reformation Martyrs of Tyburn.  It is the 
Mother House of monasteries worldwide. 

In 1901 the young community of Mother Marie Adèle Garnier fled to England on account of the laws of France against 
religious Orders.  “On the mission not on exile” was the spirit that inspired them then.  They took possession of Tyburn 
Convent in London on 3 March, 1903; it was founded for the glorification of the 
Sacred Heart and of the English Martyrs, a work devoted to the conversion of the 
country which was known as an Island of Saints and Our Lady’s Dowry.  It has as its 
special mission, prayer for the people of England and Wales. 

For more than a hundred years the Tyburn community has given the church and city a 
place of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration.  The church is open to the public from 6.30 
am to 8.30 pm and at night by arrangement. Why not call in to spend some time with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.       



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all 
who have loved his appearing. 

At my first defence no one came to stand by me, but all 
deserted me. May it not be charged against them! But the 
Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me 
the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The 
Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me 
safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                            Luke 18:9-14 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 
contempt: ‘Two men went up into the Temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing 
by himself, prayed thus: “God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading               Sirach 35:15b-17, 20-22b 

The Lord is the judge, and with him is no partiality. He will 
not show partiality in the case of a poor man; and he will 
listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. He will not 
ignore the supplication of the orphan or the widow when she 
pours out her story. He whose service is pleasing to the Lord 
will be accepted, and his prayer will reach to the clouds. The 
prayer of the humble pierces the clouds, and he will not be 
consoled until it reaches the Lord; he will not desist until the 
Most High visits him and does justice for the righteous and 
executes judgement. And the Lord will not delay. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm            Ps 34(33):2-3. 17-18. 19, 23. ℟7a 

The lowly one called, and the Lord heard him. 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad.  

The lowly one called, and the Lord heard him. 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked 
to cut off their remembrance from the earth. 
When the just one cries out, the Lord hears, 
and rescues him in all his distress.  

The lowly one called, and the Lord heard him. 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
All who trust in him shall not be condemned.  

The lowly one called, and the Lord heard him. 
Second reading            2 Timothy  4:6-8, 16-18 

Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

King Charles Visits The Vatican 
This week The King and Queen made a state visit to The Vatican, where they met with Pope Leo, attended an ecumenical 
service in the Sistine Chapel. Took part in a service at the Papal Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls. The King also visited 
The Pontifical Beda College (Fr Tom’s old seminary). 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Mary Vaughan Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, 
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,  
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, 
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,  
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, 
Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Maureen Brown, Mary Daly, James Butler, and all who have died as a result of violence, 
war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Catherine Quinn, Dennis Harvey-Murphy, Peggy Nowak, Bridget 
Enskat, Eileen O’Sullivan, Mary Coffey, Bob Nicol, Dorothea Simms, Mary McDaid, Kieron O’Connor, Joseph Da Cunha, 
Antonio Marano, Thomas Lynskey, Eveline Barby, Jacek Zimmermann, Teresa O’Neill, Philip Wildsmith, Mary White, 
James Brownlow, Norah Taylor. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for October For collaboration between different religious traditions. We pray that believers in 
different religious traditions might work together to defend and promote peace, justice and human fraternity. 

(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Dolores Murphy RIP (Anniv) 

Sunday 26th  9.00am: Mass - Liam Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Thirtieth Sunday 11.00am: Mass - Nicholas Birch (Intention) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 27th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass -  Ricardo Gumabay RIP & Cecilia & Family (Sp Intns) Followed By Rosary  (St Matthew’s) 
   

Tuesday 28th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Ss Simon & Jude 10.00am: Mass - John Moody RIP LD - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
 

Wednesday 29th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Blessed Martyrs of Douai  

Thursday 30th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - John Clancy RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 
 

Friday 31st   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Ferdinand Felix RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)    

Saturday 1st  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday Memorial 10.30am:Mass - Holy Souls 
of the BVM  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes       

Sunday 2nd  9.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s) 

All Saints  11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)  
   6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)         

   8.00pm: Holy Hour - Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)  

 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


