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Dear Parishioners 
We are continuing in this Jubilee Year which has the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Christ Jesus, our Hope, is the model of our 
World Mission Sunday. Like the widow in the Gospel, our persistence and resilience will direct us as we endeavour to be the 
eyes, hands, feet, and heart of Christ in the midst of our world today. 

On this World Mission Sunday, we are reminded to make our prayer and our relationship with God the very centre of our 
lives. As we share our relationship and experience of God with others, both we and they gain strength to endure the 
challenges we may encounter, and we won’t give up. We are all missionaries to ourselves and others. The Church, by its 
very nature, is missionary. We don’t have to leave our countries to be a missionary. Our mission work begins in our very 
homes and spreads from there.  

Today, we are reminded of our call to be missionaries in the world—people who work and pray, who have a relationship 
with God who will never abandon us. Pope Francis told us that “The Church is on mission in the world. Faith in Jesus Christ 
enables us to see all things in their proper perspective, as we view the world with God’s own eyes and heart. This missionary 
mandate touches us personally: I am a mission, always; you are a mission, always; every baptised man and woman is a 
mission. As far as God’s love is concerned, no one is useless or insignificant. Each of us is a mission to the world, for each 
of us is the fruit of God’s love.” 

The key to the success of any Christian mission is prayer. When we pray, we must believe that God is the author and finisher 
of all our success. It is not just about us. It is about how God can take the broken pieces of our lives and put them back 
together as an offering that builds up the community of faith. God is only a prayer away. Call him up and wait for the answer 
in “God’s time.”  Prayer is not just a tool; it's a powerful connection to God's plan that can change things and make a 
difference.  

This week I met with the clergy of the Watford Deanery and in our discussions we spoke about how frustrating it can be as 
priests having to deal with things like buildings and admin and how we can sometimes be distracted from our primary 
pastoral work. Whenever I am called to visit the sick, I often get told “Oh Father, thank you for coming, we know how busy 
you must be”. I always reply by saying that it is no problem, as this is what a priest should be doing. It is part of the mission 
that we have a priests. 

It is though not just priests who have a mission, we all do. Every Sunday, as the gifts of bread and wine are brought to the 
altar, we are reminded that God calls each of us to offer something of ourselves — not only our material gifts, but also our 
time and talents. These are the blessings God has uniquely entrusted to us, meant to be shared in love and service. 

Our parish family thrives when each person takes an active part in its life. Some serve at the altar or in the choir; others visit 
the sick, prepare meals, teach the faith, or quietly pray for the needs of the community. Every act of service, no matter how 
small, helps reveal Christ’s presence among us. 

If you’ve ever thought, “I’d like to get more involved, but I’m not sure how,” now is a wonderful time to take that next step. 
Ask the Lord in prayer where He might be calling you to serve. Perhaps you have a gift for hospitality, music, teaching, 
organization, or simply being a kind presence to others. Perhaps you have practical skills that you can offer? Whatever your 
talent, it has a home here. 

Let us remember St. Paul’s words: “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them” (1 Corinthians 
12:4). Together, through our shared offering of time and talent, we continue the mission of the Church and make our parish a 
true reflection of Christ’s love. 

If you would like to offer your skills, please contact the parish office letting us know what you could do. God bless you for 
all that you do to build up our parish family! 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 



This Sunday is World Mission Sunday 
Today, parishes worldwide celebrate World Mission Sunday. By supporting Missio – the Pope’s charity for world mission – 
we stand united as God’s global family, in prayer, solidarity and action. We are called to be ‘Missionaries Of Hope Among 
All Peoples’ as everyone deserves to hear that God loves them and to be strengthened by God’s Spirit. Please pray for 
missionaries and give what you can to this vital collection, bringing God’s compassion, peace and justice to those in need. To 
donate, give in the second collection, use the Missio envelope, call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or visit missio.org.uk to 
give a gift, set up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation if possible. 

New Lights at St Joseph 
Thank you to our parishioner Niall who spent hours on Thursday installing new lights in the car park and in the sanctuary. It 
is great that the car park will be much safer and that Fr Tom is not in darkness as he celebrates Mass at night. 

St Matthew’s Church Grounds 
Can you spare an hour to help tidy up the church grounds this coming Saturday (25th October) between 2pm - 3pm Bring 
your gloves,garden bags,and tools. Refreshments will be provided. 

Mass Intentions 
The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 opens this week. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass 
Intention we have the following guidelines.  
Sunday Mass Intention - Fr  Tom under  Canon Law is obliged to offer  a Mass for  the People of the Par ishes that he 
has care of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.  
1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph’s 
2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s 
3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph’s 
4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew’s 
(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be  for the People of the Parishes) 
To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month. 
Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting 
a Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention). 
Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the 
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or 
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office. 
Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for  a Mass Intention to offer  a stipend. Although this goes towards helping 
the parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of 
Simony. The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then 
the Mass Intention and offering will be accepted (however small). 
Thank you for all your intentions and offerings. 

Month of the Holy Souls 
November is traditionally the month when we remember the Holy Souls. During that month all our Masses (apart from the 
People of the Parishes) will be offered for the Holy Souls. Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to put your 
list of names in with a donation towards a Mass stipend. All those list of names will be placed by the altar and remembered at 
Mass through the month of November.  Please return your envelope to the Parish Office or post through the Presbytery letter 
box  

Blessing of Graves 

The blessing of graves will take place at the following times. 

Northwood Cemetery: 8th November , 2pm 
Carpenders Park Lawn Cemetery: 9th November , 1.30pm 
Cherry Lane Cemetery: 9th November , 3pm 
Pinner New Cemetery: 15th November , 2pm 
Woodcock Hill Cemetery: 16th November , 2pm 
Uxbridge & Hillingdon Cemetery: 23rd November , 1pm 
West Drayton Cemetery: 23rd November , 2pn 

Baptism Preparation 
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Thursday 6th November at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood. 

Good Books 
Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday on November 12th (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) we'll be talking about 
The Curfew by T M Logan. What lengths would you go to if your  teenager  failed to come home after  an evening out? 
If you can't make the meeting, join the conversation in the associated WhatsApp group by emailing your mobile number to 
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com!" 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 10th November. (Entrance is using the side door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

The annual Over 60s Christmas Party organised by the CWL will take place in the hall at St Joseph’s on Saturday 29th 
November. Forms and details are available at the back of church. 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Victorio & Carmello (Intentions) 

Our Lady   
Mary Joseph (Thanksgiving) 

St Joseph’s  
Blessed Sacrament   

 Nora Berzosa  (Intentions) 

Our Lady   
Martin Broad (Birthday Intentions) 

STOP ASSISTED SUICIDE - further action needed!  
As the assisted suicide Bill progresses through the Lords, Peers have made it clear that receiving physical letters will have 
the most influence at this stage of the process. Right To Life UK has launched a new EasyAction tool that creates a 
personalised letter to be sent in the post to a Peer highlighting a key concern with the Bill, selects a Peer to receive it, and 
customises the letter so that it is addressed from you. Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeersletter to 
send a letter to Peers asking them to oppose assisted suicide.  

Save the Date  
St Matthew's Christmas Fayre: Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . Please start putting aside unwanted unused gifts and 
bottles to stock the stalls. Crafters, please could you make something for a craft stall?  If you have an idea for a particular 
stall, game or activity you'd like to organise,  please let us know. Watch this space for more information in due course! 

Quiz Night 
We will be holding a Quiz Night in St Matthew’s Hall on Saturday 15th November. Tickets are £12.50 and tables are of eight 
people. If you can’t make a team of eight, you can always join up with others. Tickets include a ploughman's supper. There 
will be a raffle, prizes and a bar. Tickets are available from the Parish Office and the repository.  

Quarant’ore (40 hours devotions)   
 This will take place at St Matthew’s from Friday 21st November beginning in the morning and ending with Benediction 
after the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 23rd November. 

‘Icons of Hope’  
There will be a short series of talks taking place on Monday evenings, 6.30pm – 8.00pm,at Vaughan House entitled ‘Icons of 
Hope, which will invite us to reflect on where we can find blessed hope in our lives. The dates and speakers are as follows:  

3rd November, ‘Sacred Art’, Sr Carolyn Morrison ra, Outreach Chaplain, London Universities  
10th November, ‘Saints, Blesseds and Pilgrimage’, Elizabeth Uwalaka, Diocese of Westminster Pilgrimage Coordinator  
24th November, Caroline Hull, National Director of Aid to the Church in Need  

Please register attendance beforehand with Warren Brown at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.  

Seeds of Hope Evangelisation Day  
Saturday 1st November 2025 in Potter Bar. Many people have an ache in their heart for those around them who no longer 
believe or no longer come to Church, at the same time we are hearing of the quiet revival that is stirring the faith of young 
adults. At our Seeds of Hope Day, we will explore how to help people become friends with Jesus. It will be interactive with 
times of prayer, conversation, workshops and resources to take away. All parishioners are welcome. To find out more and 
book please visit: https://forms.monday.com/forms/ef6f2ffb75d89388496a0eabea7f1abc?r=euc1&text0=  

Learn to Pray Course  
Online starting Friday 15 November. This is a six-session course for people who want to develop a personal prayer time that 
helps them develop their relationship with Jesus. Earlier in the year we were blessed to have Andre Regnier with us to deliver 
this course in person and would now like to offer it online for those in Westminster Diocese who might be interested. To find 
out more and book, please visit: https://forms.monday.com/forms/a21a12bb63a164f048a8d15af72fba36?r=euc1&text0=  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Children’s Choir 
One of the delights of St Joseph’s school is the great singing. Fr Tom would like to begin a children’s choir at the 11.00am  
Sunday morning Mass to enhance our worship. If your child is interested in singing in the choir, please contact the St 
Joseph’s parish office and we will be in touch. Thank you to those who have already offered their services.  

News from “RETROUVAILLE”; A Lifeline for Troubled Marriages 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each 
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in 
their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples 
headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps 
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through 
difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential 
information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 
info@retrouvaille.org.uk - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  



Patriarch Pizzaballa: A new language and new witnesses for a narrative of peace 
The hopes of building lasting peace in the Holy Land, the 
difficulties in Gaza and the West Bank, and the sense of 
community expressed in public demonstrations that have brought 
people together in the name of human dignity were among the 
topics touched upon by the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal 
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, who was a guest on Wednesday, October 
15, in the studios of Vatican Radio. The Cardinal spoke of a 
fragile truce, but also of the shared hope among Israelis and 
Palestinians that this is not just a “pause,” but rather that “life 
may resume with a new perspective — one that is not war and 
violence.” 

 

 

You are in Rome to receive an award — the Achille Silvestrini Prize — which today will be presented to Father Gabriel 
Romanelli, pastor of the Holy Family Parish in Gaza. What is the situation of the Christians in that community who have 
decided to remain in such a difficult situation? 

We are in daily contact with them. They keep writing that they still cannot believe they were able to sleep through the night 
without hearing the sound of bombs. There are still drones, but they have been used to that for years. Otherwise, the situation 
remains very fluid. As is known, there have been clashes among various factions, but all this was predictable because of the 
suspension of the war — we still do not know if it has truly ended — and the following stages are still quite uncertain, unclear, 
and ambiguous. Everything needs to be rebuilt, to be organized, and it was — and still is — predictable that there would be 
ups and downs. There is still much to do. The situation remains dramatic because everything is destroyed. People are 
returning, but they are returning to the ruins. Hospitals are not functioning; schools do not exist. There is still the matter of the 
bodies of the deceased Israeli hostages that must be recovered. This is not simple, since in the chaos that has taken place, the 
locations of these bodies have often been lost. The mistrust between the parties remains high. However, despite all this, there 
is a new atmosphere — still fragile, but we hope it will become more stable. 

How is it possible, in this historical and emotional context, to build hope and fraternity? 

First of all, it takes time. We must not confuse hope with a solution to the conflict, which is not mediated. The end of the war 
is not the beginning of peace, nor is it the end of the conflict. All of these aspects must be kept in mind. Still, it is naturally the 
first step. Hope, as I always say, is the daughter of faith. If your heart trusts, it can make real the things it believes in. So, we 
must work first of all on this — with those who still want to engage again — to create this network, both within Gaza and 
outside it, because we must not separate the two sides of the borders. We must build fraternity. I believe there is a need for 
new political leadership, but also religious leadership. This is very important, and we have already begun to make contact. We 
need new faces, new figures who can help rebuild a different narrative, one based on mutual respect. It will take a long time, 
because the wounds are deep, but we must not give up. Therefore, there is still hope of building lasting peace, even though 
right now we are only at the first steps. We must first of all believe in it — we must want it. The timeline will be long; we 
should not fool ourselves into thinking it will come soon. We must also keep in mind the failures of past agreements — the 
many failures that have deeply undermined trust between the parties. There will be several phases. I think perhaps the next 
generation will have a freedom that this generation does not have. But the task of this generation is to prepare the next one. So, 
little by little, we must create the foundations and conditions, with new faces and new leadership, and above all, create 
environments that gradually foster a culture of respect, which will in turn bring peace. 

What are the concrete hopes of this generation, of the people you meet every day in Jerusalem or elsewhere? 

At this moment, we are in a new and still fragile phase. We are coming out of two terrible years. The hope is that we have 
reached the end of those years — not just a temporary pause. This hope is shared by everyone, Israelis and Palestinians alike, 
right or left, from every background. Everyone wants to truly turn the page. That is the first thing. Of course, there are 
different opinions, both political and religious, and there are different perspectives. But there is also a strong desire among 
ordinary people to live again, not necessarily in normalcy, but with a new perspective that is not war and violence. 

In recent days, we have heard dramatic testimonies about the conditions endured by hostages held by Hamas, who have 
now been freed. We have also heard accounts of the degradation suffered by Palestinian prisoners detained in Israeli jails. 
What can be said about this suffering, which in some way seems to cut across both sides? And about how to build a future 
that does not stem from hatred? 

This has been one of the great tragedies of this time. You said “shared suffering,” but it was not perceived as such. Each side 
was enclosed within its own pain, seeing only its own suffering, its own people’s perspective. As others have also said, 
everyone was so full of their own pain that they had no room left inside to make space for the pain of others. Now that this 
situation has ended, perhaps we can gradually begin to open ourselves to understanding the pain of the other. To understand 
does not mean to justify. This will take time — and I don’t know if it will fully succeed. The hatred that has been sown — not 
only in these last two years, when it exploded, but also long before, through a narrative of contempt, rejection, and exclusion 
— demands a new language, new words, and also new witnesses. You cannot separate what is said from who says it. So, I 
repeat: we need new faces who can help us think differently. 

What is the situation in the West Bank — in parishes and small villages such as Taybeh, Zababdeh, or Aboud? And what is 
the role of Christians and Catholics, including Hebrew-speaking Catholics who are fully integrated into Israeli society? 

These are two very different situations. In the West Bank, the general situation — not only that of our Catholic Christian 
parishes — is very fragile and continually deteriorating. The village communities you mentioned are increasingly isolated 
from one another. There are hundreds of checkpoints regulating internal movements, making the situation more and more 



difficult. As I have said several times, it has become a kind of “no law land,” meaning “a territory without law,” because 
there are many attacks and tensions, including with settlers, which seem, if anything, to be tolerated rather than stopped. 
There is no authority to appeal to in order to stop these situations. This creates major tensions and great insecurity within our 
parishes and communities. In the West Bank, the situation remains very fragile — not only politically, but also 
economically. The two main resources — commuting to Israel for work and pilgrimages — are both suspended right now, 
and we don’t know when or how they will resume. This has a strong impact on people’s lives, especially on Christians. The 
Hebrew-speaking Catholic community is composed of small groups of a few hundred people, who have also welcomed 
several hundred children of migrants or foreign workers in Israel. I believe their role is especially important within the 
Church itself rather than outside it. In a certain sense, they force our diocese — which is very complex — to think broadly, 
not to focus only on the Palestinian question, but to remember that even within Israeli society there is pain, there are 
perspectives and visions that must be taken into account. 

In recent weeks, we have seen mass mobilizations and demonstrations, including in Italy, where millions have taken to 
the streets. Beyond extremist groups and a few unacceptable slogans, there are young people showing they want to move 
beyond the logic of indifference… 

Certainly, there have been excesses — of violence, but also of language, including against Judaism. That is unacceptable. 
There were statements that could, in some way, justify antisemitism — something we reject totally and completely. That 
must be said clearly. But we cannot generalize and say they were all like that: there were many people — not only young 
people — who took part. What struck me was the diversity: thousands of people from different backgrounds, generations, 
and even political affiliations were united in saying “no” to the images of violence they had seen. This, to me, is a positive 
aspect, because it has awakened a consciousness — not only personal but communal. They were united; in that unity, 
community was formed. I think this is very important — to form community and unity around something beautiful, such as 
the dignity of the human person and the rejection of violence — red lines that must not be crossed, even in the name of 
defense. This was a beautiful and positive aspect. Let us hope it continues. I think it is an important awakening, also for 
various religious and political leaders, to realize that within the conscience of the community there is something good that 
must be protected — and perhaps find expression even beyond this context of war. 

Turning again to the Holy Land, do you expect the return of pilgrims? 

We hope so. I spoke with the Custos of the Holy Land about doing something together, perhaps issuing some statements. 
We’ll wait two or three weeks to see how things evolve. Then I think we will need to start “hammering away,” so to speak, 
especially among the Churches that have been very close to the Holy Land over these past two years, to say that now it’s 
time to show solidarity not only through prayer, which is essential, and through aid, but also through pilgrimage. 

This year marks 30 years since the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, a man of peace. How important is it to have new 
leaders who are willing to commit themselves to peace? Do you see any positive signs in this regard? 

I believe it is one of the decisive aspects. I have said it many times and will repeat it again here: we need new leaders who 
speak a different language from what we have heard in recent years — not only political leaders but also religious ones. 
Thirty years ago, Rabin was saying one thing, and religious leaders were saying another. Now it is necessary to change; we 
must become aware of this. In this context, interreligious dialogue is very important. I believe that interreligious dialogue 
also needs new faces, and it cannot ignore what has happened — what has wounded us all. We need to take into account 
what has been said, and what has not been said — not to stop there, but to move forward, because we have become aware of 
it. We must go beyond it, remembering what has happened, without being naïve. The difficulties are many, but we have a 
duty toward our communities — to help them look beyond, positively and serenely, toward a different future. 

What do you think of the international debate about the recognition of the State of Palestine? 

The Palestinians do not only need the war and the violence to end, nor do they need only to be helped and supported 
economically. They also need to be recognized in their dignity as a people. I do not know if the “two peoples, two states” 
solution, so often affirmed, is achievable in the short term. I will not enter into these political questions. But one cannot tell 
the Palestinians that they have no right to be recognized as a people in their own land. There have been declarations — often 
only theoretical — that must find concrete realization within the context of dialogue between the parties, which they 
themselves will have to reach, with the help and support of the international community. 

Have you felt the closeness of the Pope during this time? 

We have felt the closeness of Pope Leo. We had already felt the closeness of Pope Francis before, and then also of Pope Leo. 
They have different personalities, but both expressed their closeness in very concrete ways — through phone calls, through 
frequent contact with the parish priest of Gaza — even though these things do not make the news. And that’s fine: it’s 
important, because you must do good for its own sake, not for publicity. This closeness has also been expressed in very 
tangible ways, through concrete aid. The latest gesture we received, just a couple of days ago, was the Pope’s wish to send 
thousands of antibiotics into the Gaza Strip. 

Cardinal Nichols encourages all Catholics to allow Christ’s love into their hearts when they 
pray: 
In a homily he said “The most important thing about this time of prayer, for each one of us, is that I let this love of Jesus 
flood into my heart. I let it fill my being. For nothing is as important as knowing this love and letting it become the very 
foundation of my life. To live the life of faith is to live in the sure and certain knowledge of the love that Jesus has for me, 
here and now, as I am today, even if I find it hard to accept and love myself! This is the love that took Jesus to the Cross. 
This is his love for me that led him to give himself to me forever in this most great gift of the Eucharist. It is, you will 
remember, the love-knot that binds us to him, and binds us together. And it is the highway to heaven. 

And we can be sure that once we are on this highway and stick to it, then we can grow together, we can become less troubled 
in spirit, less anxious, and more willing to serve others, for such is the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 



Day Eight (20th Oct) 
As life is given by God, so we should be ready to meet God 
in death when the time comes. For Christians this is a time 
in which fear and sadness are mixed with hope and love. It 
is an occasion to surrender ourselves into the hands of God. 
It is wrong for us to anticipate God’s command and bring 
about our own deaths…’ (Cherishing Life, Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 2004) 

Day Nine (21st Oct) 
“Never tire of firmly speaking out in defence of life from its 
conception and do not be deterred from the commitment to 
defend the dignity of every human person with courageous 
determination. Christ is with you: be not afraid!” (St. Pope 
John Paul II) 

Day Six (18th Oct) 
“As believers, how can we fail to see that abortion, 
euthanasia and assisted suicide are a terrible rejection of 
God’s gift of life and love? And as believers, how can we 
fail to feel the duty to surround the sick and those in distress 
with the warmth of our affection and the support that will 
help them always to embrace life?” (St. Pope John Paul II) 

Day Seven (19th Oct) 
Physician-assisted suicide is part of a “throwaway culture” 
that offers a “false compassion” and treats a human person 
as a problem…True compassion does not marginalise 
anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude- much less 
considers the death of a person as a good thing.’ (Pope 
Francis, Address to Directors of the Orders of Physicians 
of Spain and Latin America, June 2016) 
Daily Prayer 
Merciful God, we pray with thanks and gratitude for the great spiritual gift of Saint John Paul II’s apostolic life and mission. 
Through his heavenly intercession we ask that the ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill be defeated and that the infinite worth of each 
human person is upheld through proper investment in palliative care. Grant also that we may grow in love for You and 
proclaim boldly the love of Jesus Christ to all people. Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen 
Our Father…   Hail, Mary… Glory be...  

Saint of the Week -  John Paul II, Pope 
Patron Saint of World Youth Days  

Canonized by Pope Gregory XV  on April 27, 2014  

Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Józef Wojtyła’s early life was one of loss and suffering. When Karol 
was twelve, his mother and two siblings had already died. His father, who taught him devotion to Mary 
and how to pray, died when Karol was twenty-one. His university studies were forced underground when 
Germany invaded Poland, igniting World War II. To avoid deportation, Karol worked in a quarry and a 
chemical factory. Sensing God calling him to the priesthood, Karol studied in a clandestine seminary. He 
escaped a 1944 Nazi round-up by hiding in his uncle’s house and then hid in the archbishop’s residence 
until the Soviet Red Army liberated Kraków on January 19, 1945. 

On November 1, 1946, Karol was ordained a priest and then studied for his doctorate in Rome. While in Rome, Father 
Wojtyła visited the Capuchin monastery in San Giovanni Rotondo, where the famous mystic Padre Pio resided. In 
confession, Padre Pio told Father Wojtyla that he would “ascend to the highest office in the Church.” In 2002, Pope John 
Paul II canonized Padre Pio. 

Back in Poland, Father Wojtyła spent ten years in pastoral ministry, taught and served as university chaplain, received a 
second doctorate in philosophy, and wrote poems, plays, and articles. He gathered university students for prayer and 
discussion, as well as kayaking and camping trips. While on a camping trip with friends in 1958, he was called back to 
Warsaw and learned that he had been named auxiliary bishop of Krakow at age thirty-eight. The new bishop lived simply 
and maintained his friendships. He took part in the Second Vatican Council, becoming cardinal for Kraków in 1967. 

When Pope John Paul I died in 1978 after thirty-three days in office, the cardinals chose Cardinal Wojtyła as pope, the first 
non-Italian pope in 455 years. In his inaugural homily, Pope John Paul II said words that echoed during his papacy, “Do not 
be afraid. Open wide the doors for Christ.”  

Pope John Paul II drew massive crowds in 129 countries while in office. He met with heads of state, held open-air Masses, 
began World Youth Day celebrations, met with leaders of other faiths and survived an assassination attempt. He commanded 
a powerful and endearing presence everywhere, almost always speaking in the native language. In 1979, his visit to his 
homeland sparked the Solidarity Movement, leading to communism’s downfall in Poland. The movement spread across 
Eastern Europe, where democratic governments replaced communism in the coming decades.   

Pope John Paul II wrote extensively on morality, dogma, spirituality, Mariology, sexuality, family life, marriage, the dignity 
of the person, the economy, and society. Along with his encyclicals, apostolic exhortations, apostolic letters, apostolic 
constitutions, motu proprio, many catecheses, homilies, plays, and books, he reformed the Code of Canon Law and 
promulgated the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

Among the 482 saints that Pope John Paul II canonized was Saint Faustina Kowolska, the Polish nun entrusted with the 
Divine Mercy message. He instituted Divine Mercy Sunday on the second Sunday of the octave of Easter. After bravely 
suffering with Parkinson’s disease, unable to walk and barely able to talk, Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005, the eve of 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Saint John Paul II, you lost your earthly family but you were later entrusted with the entire world as your children. 
Please pray that I will never allow hardships to deter me from serving God’s will, remaining hopeful and fearless as I 

serve our glorious God. Saint John Paul II, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 

Novena to St John Paul II 
The Assisted Suicide Bill is making it’s way through the House of Lords. The novena, asking the intercession of St. John Paul 
II, who spoke courageously about the infinite worth of each human person and witnessed to the cross in his final illness, 
calls upon Catholics and all who share our view that assisted suicide is wrong, to pray with perseverance that this Bill will 
be defeated. In the run up to his feast on Wednesday 22nd October we will continue to pray this novena.,  St. John Paul II, 
pray for us!’ 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Second reading                 2 Timothy  3:14-4:2 

Beloved: Continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and 
how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and 
his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active, 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                              Luke 18:1-8 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus told his disciples a parable to the effect 
that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, 
‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 
nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who 
kept coming to him and saying, “Give me justice against my 
adversary.” For a while he refused, but afterwards he said to 
himself, “Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her 
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 
coming.” ’ 

And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 
And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he 
will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                               Exodus 17:8-13 

In those days: Amalek came and fought with Israel at 
Rephidim. So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose for us men, 
and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.’ So 
Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, 
while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and 
whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. But 
Moses’ hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his 
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So 
his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. And 
Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     Ps 121(120):1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8. ℟ cf. 2 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains; 
from where shall come my help? 
My help shall come from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

He will keep your foot from stumbling.  
Your guard will never slumber. 
No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
Israel’s guard.  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

The Lord your guard, the Lord your shade 
at your right hand. 
By day the sun shall not smite you, 
nor the moon in the night.  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

The Lord will guard you from evil;  
he will guard your soul. 
The Lord will guard your going and coming, 
both now and for ever.  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

Confirmation Group 
Last weekend our  Confirmation Candidates 
went on retreat. One of our candidates 
(Ethan) shares his experience. 

 

Last Saturday I went to my first ever retreat, 
as part of my Confirmation Course. It took 
place at Rosary Priory, a Convent in Bushey 
Heath with Domincan sisters. It was very 
enjoyable and informative, as we learnt 
about Saint John Henry Newman and about 
the rosary.  

We also created an artwork and model based 
on the rosary. I got to play my saxophone 
with one of my peers, which was also very 
fun. 

Finally, we attended the Vigil Mass, where I 
read the Second Reading. Overall, it was a 
very blessed and eventful day. 

 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Mary Vaughan Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, 
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,  
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, 
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,  
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, 
Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Susan Pardoe , James Butler, and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Mike O’Mahoney, Peggy Lovett, David Skelton, John Obi, 
Margaretta Levene, Guiseppina Fattighetto, John Clark, Jack Ahern, Ruth Franklin, Stanford Holme, Iris Lowther, Daniel 
Lynskey, Giovanni Salaroli, Catherine Quinn. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for October For collaboration between different religious traditions. We pray that believers in 
different religious traditions might work together to defend and promote peace, justice and human fraternity. 

(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - John Crowle RIP 

Sunday 19th  9.00am: Mass - Peggy Lovett RIP (6th Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
Twenty Ninth Sunday11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Sylvia W inter RIP (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 20th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass -  Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Matthew’s) 
   

Tuesday 21st  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Sheila Butler (Intentions) - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
 

Wednesday 22nd   NO PUBLIC MASS  
S John Paul II  

Thursday 23rd 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Michael Smyth RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 
 

Friday 24th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Belezita George RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)    

Saturday 25th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday Memorial 10.30am:Mass - Raul Delima RIP (Anniv) 
of the BVM  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Dolores Murphy RIP (Anniv)       

   (6.00pm: Portuguese Mass with Procession of Our Lady) (St Matthew’s) 

Sunday 26th  9.00am: Mass - Liam Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Thirtieth  11.00am: Mass - Nicholas Birch (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)  
Sunday in    6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)         
Ordinary Time  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  


