The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
(bth October 2025)

Dear Parishioners

I’m sure like me, you are all shocked at the awful events in
Manchester where the Heaton Park Synagogue was the scene of

Lamp Prayer Intentions

a terrible attack which saw the killing of innocent people and (St Matthew’s) St Joseph’s
the injury of others and trauma for a whole community. The last | Blessed Sacrament Blessed Sacrament
few days has not been easy hearing the fears and experiences of | 7705e beginning the RCIA Peace in the World.
hatred towards our Jewish brothers and sisters. I was struck by | course Our Lady

the vigil held on Friday afternoon, where there were a number Our Lad
of speakers, although people there didn’t necessarily want to T Y

. ony Marano RIP
listen to all of them.

I was struck by two of the speakers. The first was Mark
Adlestone, chair of the Jewish Representative Council of Greater Manchester. He said "Words matter. Words lead to hate
and hate leads to the tragedy that we endured yesterday. We cannot continue to allow a war being waged over 2,500 miles
away to bleed onto our streets”. The second was the Anglican Bishop of Manchester who said “We pledge ourselves to
action, even the small actions, just the way we great each other and respect each others' traditions. The small acts of love that
matter. Hate will never defeat hate, only love will defeat hate. I hope that we all pledge ourselves to that." We therefore hold
our Jewish brothers and sisters in our prayers.

When I read through the readings for this Sunday, my heart skipped because of reading the response to the psalm. It is a
prayer that I often fall back on when things are difficult. ‘O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts.” That needs to be our prayer and our life in these dark times. Yes we may be horrified at the atrocities that are
happening in Gaza, but we should never let it justify the hatred of others. We must pray for Peace and Pope Leo at his
General Audience on Wednesday made this exhortation on Wednesday morning while addressing various language groups
"As we begin October, the month dedicated to the holy Rosary, I invite you to pray the Rosary every day for peace in our
world." Amid the conflicts and wars worldwide, the Pope urged the faithful to promote peace in their regular lives. "May
you be faithful instruments of reconciliation in your daily lives," he said. With prayer our hearts are open to others because
we are open to the Lord. We need to be people of faith.

Our readings today point us in the direction of how that will happen. Jesus' disciples ask him, "Lord, increase our faith."
Faith is a gift of God to us. Faith comforts us when all our strength is gone. It is at these moments that we must make a
choice. The choice is to rely on our own strength or to put all our trust in God. God has brought us through the many storms
of our lives and has kept us firm in the hope that no matter what we are going through, God will never abandon us. In our
lives, even at the same time, it is a gift of God to us. There are days when our faith seems small and weak. There are other
times when as a friend friend once said, "Faith is about knowing what God asks of us and trying to do what God asks of us."

Increase our faith! Even just a little genuine faith, and I'll never stop saying "Thank you!" God owes us nothing. God has
given us everything — everything that matters — because that is the way God is. It is all a gift. St. Paul's letter reminds us that
"All things work together for the good of those who love the Lord.

Our understanding of Jesus needs to shift from simply trusting in Him to having a personal relationship with the Lord. In our
relationship with the Lord, we can entrust all our desires, hopes, and fears into his hands. This self-emptying love for God
keeps our hearts and minds focused on him.

In the quiet of our hearts, we must be open to hearing God say to us, "You have to trust me even when you do not understand
what [ am doing. You must trust my timing. My ways are higher than your ways. Just believe that all things are working
together for your good." These words hold the key to increasing our faith. If we truly allow them to live in us, our faith will
grow and multiply, filling us with hope and optimism. We cannot be lost in the darkness of these days.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Our Jewish Brothers and Sisters

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church St Joseph’s Church
32 Hallowell Road, You can make a 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood donation to either Watford
HA6 1IDW parish by using the WDI19 78W

appropriate QR code.
Parish Office Hours Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm




First Sunday Holy Hour:
As this Sunday is the first Sunday of the month, we will have our usual Holy Hour (ending with Night Prayer) at 8.00pm in
St Matthew’s

Second Collection
There will be a second collection for CAFOD after Mass this weekend. Please donate to our Family Fast Day parish
collection to share God’s abundant gifts with our global neighbours as they find lasting solutions to poverty and climate
challenges. Your generosity offers “signs of hope” in this Jubilee Year, helping build more water tanks in communities like
Waré’s in Ethiopia where women have to walk for hours to get water. Use the CAFOD envelope in church (especially if you
would like to Gift Aid)

Coffee After Mass

The parents of those children who are attending the First Holy Communion class have decided to organise coffee each
Sunday after the 9.00am Mass whilst their children. All are welcome to come for a coffee and a chat.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Inifiation of Adulfs)

If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and
talk about things further. A small group has been formed and it’s still not too late to sign up. The first RCIA group will be
this Tuesday (7th October) at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room at Northwood.

Good Books

Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday 8th October at 7 pm in the Fr Bebb Room when we'll be talking
about Philippa Gregory's The Other Boleyn Gid. All are welcome. Biscuits provided but bring your own beverage of choice!
If you can't attend but would like to be included in the associated WhatsApp group, please email Julie at
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com with your mobile number.

Fucharistic Festival

There will be a Eucharistic Festival on Saturday 11 October at 12:30pm - 4.30pm with Cardinal Vincent Nichols in
Westminster Cathedral, with Veneration of a Relic of the newly canonised St Carlo Acutis. The afternoon will also include
Mass celebrated by the Cardinal, addresses by Bishop Nicholas Hudson and Fr Alan Robinson, Adoration, Rosary,
Confessions and a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament.

October Candlelif Procession af the Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden,

This will take place at 7pm on Sunday 12th October 2025. Join the Pilgrims, the Community of Allen Hall Seminary, and the
Westminster Vocations Team, and Bishop James Curry at this JUBILEE OF HOPE VOCATIONS EVENT to ask Our
Lady’s intercession for the gift of Priests for the Church. The Shrine is situated at 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX.
Bakerloo Line & Overground (Mildmay Line) to Willesden Junction. Buses 18,187,206,220,226,228,260,266 & 487 all pass
close by.

Catholic Women's League

We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising
and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month). The next meeting is on
Monday 13th October. (Entrance is using the side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following: Ann
Farrell 07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James 07511 668812.

The annual Over 60s Christmas Party organised by the CWL will take place in the hall at St Joseph’s on Saturday 29th
November. Forms and details will be available at the back of church.

Save the Dafe

St Matthew's Christmas Fayre: Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . Please start putting aside unwanted unused gifts and
bottles to stock the stalls. Crafters, please could you make something for a craft stall? If you have an idea for a particular
stall, game or activity you'd like to organise, please let us know. Watch this space for more information in due course!

Future dafes for the diary

You may want to mark these dates in your diary - more information to follow.

Thursday 6th November Baptism Preparation Course.

Saturday 8th November. 2.00pm Blessing of Graves at Northwood

Saturday 15th November 2.00pm Blessing of Graves at Pinner New Cemetery

Saturday November 15th, Quiz Night at St Matthew’s

Friday 21st November - Sunday 23rd November Quarant’ore (40 hours devotions) at St Matthew’s

Planning fo get Married?

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

Children’s Choir

One of the delights of St Joseph’s school is the great singing. Fr Tom would like to begin a children’s choir at the 11.00am
Sunday morning Mass to enhance our worship. If your child is interested in singing in the choir, please contact the St
Joseph’s parish office and we will be in touch. Thank you to those who have already offered their services.



From Deacon Hervé
Dear parishioners,

Some of you may have heard that last week I went on a walking pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham. It was my small way of marking the Jubilee Year 2025, “Pilgrims of Hope.
In these times when our country is navigating serious challenges, the hundred-years-old quote from
“When England returns to Walsingham, Mary will come back to
England”. That hope gave me the courage to set out on the road with my backpack, a Trailblazer guide
and my rosary. I carried with me all our parishes' prayer intentions to lay before Our Lady at her shrine.

Walking pilgrimages, like the famous Camino de Santiago, have been part of our Catholic tradition
since the early Church. They remind us that the journey is just as important as the destination. Walking

Pope Leo XIII echoes ever so loudly:

E2]

is prayer in motion: in it we grow in humility by meeting our limitations, it teaches reliance on God’s
providence, and leaves space for silence, reflection, and gratitude. It brings us close to the Hebrews who walked out of Egypt
for their promised land, and to other Blble patrlarchs who, like Abraham, walked with God. Traditionally, pilgrims walked as

o along the way!

& which [ am still meditating on.

. | set off from Bury St Edmunds after Mass and made my way through Thetford,
&% Mundford, Castle Acre, and finally to Walsingham - 80 miles in four and a half days
(or, for the more health-conscious among us, about 210,000 steps!). I travelled
mostly through quiet countryside lanes and nature trails. The last few miles every
¢ day were a bit of a challenge, and along the way I realised my rucksack was far
heavier than I had realised at the start! At times the road was lonely, but never
unsafe. [ became keenly aware that I could not have done all this on my strength |
alone, and I really felt carried by prayer. The journey was full of blessings, some of

God bless you all,
Deacon Hervé

an act of penance or to ask a favour of the Lord, and I certainly felt both aspects

k

Readings at

First reading Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?
Or cry to you ‘Violence!” and you will not save? Why do
you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at
wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and
contention arise.

And the Lord answered me: ‘Write the vision; make it plain
on tablets, so he may run who reads it. For still the vision
awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end — it will not
lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will
not delay.

‘Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95(94):1-2. 6-7b. 7¢-9. R7¢c, 8a
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

Come, let us ring out our joy to the Lord;

hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come into his presence, giving thanks;
let us hail him with a song of praise.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

O come; let us bow and bend low.

Let us kneel before the Lord who made us,

for he is our God, and we the people,

the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert

when your forebears put me to the test;

when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

Sunday Mass

Second reading 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

Beloved: I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,
which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God
gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power and love and self-
control. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for
the gospel by the power of God,

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the
Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit
entrusted to you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The word of the Lord remains for ever

and this word is the good news that was preached to you.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: The Apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our
faith!” And the Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a grain of
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be
uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey you.
‘Will any one of you who has a servant ploughing or
keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the
field, “Come at once and recline at table”? Will he not rather
say to him, “Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and
serve me while I eat and drink, and afterwards you will eat
and drink”? Does he thank the servant because he did what
was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that
you were commanded, say, “We are unworthy servants; we
have only done what was our duty.”

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 17:5-10



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

For those who are sick: Mary Vaughan Ann Grant, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas,
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino,
Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
For those who have died recently: Susan Pardoe , Mary Canavan, Miranda Gateson, James Butler, those killed in the
Manchester Synagogue attack, and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Kathleen Cooper, Danny Power, Ersilio Sinisi, Francis Dias, Bruno
Amery, Kathleen Dark, Margaret Enright, Kathy Birch, Nora Creedon, Armelle Wynick, Nan O’Grady, Martin King, Brian
McCarthy, Kathleen Pollard, Mary Shelley, Virginia Grimaldi, Joseph MacCarthy, Gladys Archer, Julia McCarthy, Mary
O’Sullivan, Jennifer Nawarska, Fr George Dangerfield.
Pope’s Prayer Infention for October For collaboration between different religious traditions. We pray that believers in
different religious traditions might work together to defend and promote peace, justice and human fraternity.

Worship this week

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

(Saturday) 6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes
Sunday 5th 9.00am: Mass - Oisin O’Driscoll RIP (St Matthew’s)

Twenty Seventh Sunday11.00am: Mass - Francis Xavier RIP (Anniv)(St Joseph’s)

in Ordinary Time — 6.00pm: Mass - Suzette McHeyzer RIP (St Matthew’s)

Monday 6th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Feria 10.00am: Mass - Patricia Lee (Sp Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Maithew'’s)
12.00 noon: Funeral Mass of Mary Canavan RIP (St Matthew’s)

Tuesday 7th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

Our Lady of the
Rosary
Wednesday 8th
Feria

Thursday 9th

Friday 10th

Saturday 11th

Sunday 12th
Twenty Eighth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

10.00am: Mass - Phil Carey (Belated Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph'’s)
NO PUBLIC MASS

6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass - Henry Molloy RIP LD Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Orlando Figueiredo RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)

10.30am:Mass - Oliver Figueiredo RIP

11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - 7risha & Mary Moore RIP (Anniv)

9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am: Mass - Jimmy Sweeney RIP LD (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Mass - Bill Carson RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)

Parish Directory

Parish Priest: Fr Tom Mont%omery Email: tommont omery?rcdow .org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 0757 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cher 1%/1 Myring Linda Grimes

Siob §§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



