Each year, at the beginning of November, the Catholic Church turns her attention to the mystery of life, death, and eternal
destiny through the feasts of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. These celebrations express the Church’s deep belief in the
Communion of Saints, the hope of resurrection, and the sacredness of the human body, even in death. Together, they remind
the faithful that life does not end with death, but is transformed by Christ’s victory over the grave.

On All Saints’ Day, we as Catholics honour all those who have reached heaven — not only the canonised saints whose
names we know, but also the countless faithful men and women who lived holy lives in quiet obscurity. The celebration is a
joyful recognition that holiness is possible for everyone and that heaven is our ultimate goal. This belief is rooted in
Scripture. As we hear in our first reading “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb” All Saints’ Day is
therefore a day of thanksgiving; for God’s grace working in human lives and a call for every believer to follow their example
of faith, charity, and perseverance.

The very next day, All Souls’ Day, the Church turns her prayers toward those who have died but are still being purified
before entering heaven. This belief in purgatory flows from the understanding that while Christ’s mercy saves us, many
souls still need cleansing from the lingering effects of sin. The practice of praying for the dead is ancient and scriptural: we
hear in the book of Maccabees that“It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from
their sins”. On All Souls’ Day, Catholics attend Mass, visit cemeteries (throughout November), and offer prayers for their
loved ones who have died, trusting that their prayers assist those souls on their journey to eternal life. Remembering the dead
also comforts the living. It strengthens the bond between those on earth (the “Church militant”), those being purified (the
“Church suffering”), and those in heaven (the “Church triumphant”). This unity is the Communion of Saints, a profound
mystery that transcends time and death.

Catholics remember the dead not out of fear or superstition but out of love and hope. Death does not end our relationships; it
transforms them. When Catholics hght candles, offer Masses, or visit graves, they are expressing faith that those who have
died remain alive in Christ. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live™. To remember the dead is therefore an act of faith in the resurrection and a recognition that our ultimate home is not
here on earth but with God forever.

It is also a good thing to plan your funeral. This is not a morbid act, but one that shows faith. Death is not something to be
feared, St Francis of Assisi calls death Sister Death. Something to be embraced, as it is when God calls us to come home to
him (although we don’t know how long that journey will take). I would encourage us all to plan our funeral. It makes it
easier for our friends and relatives after we die, but it also makes sure that we have the prayers that we would expect. I find
myself getting irritated when I see funerals bemg advertised on TV. The ones that come to mind are the ones that offer “pure
cremation”. In recent years, “pure cremation” — the practice of cremating a body without any funeral service, prayers, or
Christian burial — has become increasingly popular. While the Catholic Church permits cremation, it strongly opposes pure
cremation when it separates the process from faith in the resurrection and respect for the body. The human body, according
to Catholic teaching, is not just a shell or container; it is part of the person, created by God and destined for resurrection. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that “the body of the dead must be treated with respect and charity, in faith and
hope of the Resurrection” “Pure cremation” often treats the body as mere waste to be disposed of, rejecting any ritual or
recognition of the person’s dignity. This attitude conflicts with Catholic belief that the body shares in the sacraments, is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, and will be raised on the last day. For that reason, the Church requires that cremated remains be
buried or placed in a sacred place, not scattered, divided, or kept at home. Thus, it is not cremation itself that is wrong, but
the denial of faith that sometimes accompanies it — the belief that death is the end, or that the body has no sacred value.

The feasts of All Saints and All Souls, and the Catholic customs of remembering the dead, all proclaim one great truth: life is
sacred, death is not the end, and love endures forever. These celebrations invite the faithful to look beyond the present world
toward eternal life with God and to honor both the living and the dead with reverence and hope. Likewise, the Church’s
rejection of “pure cremation” is not about clinging to old customs, but about affirming the dignity of the human person and
the Christian belief in resurrection. Together, these teachings remind Catholics that from birth to death, and beyond, every
human being is loved by God, called to holiness, and destined for eternal glory.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church [=] s Joseph’s Church
32 Hallowell Road, 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood Watford
HA6 1DW WDI19 7SW

Parish Office Hours - +.  Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Frlday 9.00am - 3.30pm Ty uesday Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm



All Saints Day is normally on the first day of November and is a Holy Day of Obligation, but the bishops of England and
Wales transfer the Solemnity to the Sunday if it falls on a Saturday or Monday. This makes it easier for Catholics to keep that
obligation as we already have the obligation to be at Mass on a Sunday. Therefore this his year we will keep All Saints on
Sunday 2nd November. This means that the Saturday evening and Sunday Masses will fulfil the obligation.

As a result, that means that All Souls will be transferred to the Monday. There will be the normal 10.00am Mass in St
Matthew’s but there will be an Extra Mass in the evening at St Joseph’s at 7.00pm.

The red poppy is a symbol of both Remembrance and hope for a peaceful future. Poppies are worn as a show of support for
the Armed Forces community. The donations given in the Poppy Appeal enables the Royal British Legion to give help from
short-term relief to lifelong support, your contribution ensures they can be there to support serving personnel, veterans, and
their families - whatever the need, whenever it’s needed.

The poppy is a well-known and well-established symbol, one that carries a wealth of history and meaning with it. Wearing a
poppy is still a very personal choice, reflecting individual experiences and personal memories. It is never compulsory but is
greatly appreciated by those who it is intended to support.

Poppies are available to buy in both our churches, please put your donation in the collection can.

The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Thursday 6th November at 7,45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood.

We will be holding a Quiz Night in St Matthew’s Hall on Saturday 15th November. Tickets are £12.50
and tables are of eight people. If you can’t make a team of eight, you can always join up with others.
Tickets include a ploughman's supper. There will be a raffle, prizes and a bar. Tickets are available from
the Parish Office and the repository of both churches.

To provide us with an opportunity to pray in thanksgiving for Bishop Nicholas Hudson’s ministry in our Diocese, and to ask
God’s blessing on him as he prepares to move to his new appointment as Bishop of Plymouth, the Cardinal has arranged for a
Mass to be celebrated in the Cathedral on Friday 14 November 2025 at 5.30pm. All are welcome.

The date for Bishop Hudson’s installation as Diocesan Bishop will be on the 29 November 2025 at the Cathedral Church of
Saint Mary and Saint Boniface, Plymouth.

The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 opens this week. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass
Intention we have the following guidelines.

Sunday Mass Intention - Fr Tom under Canon Law is obliged to offer a Mass for the People of the Parishes that he has care
of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.

1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph'’s

2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s

3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph’s

4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew’s

(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be for the People of the Parishes)

To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month.

Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting a
Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention).

Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office.

Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for a Mass Intention to offer a stipend. Although this goes towards helping the
parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of Simony.
The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then the Mass
Intention and offering will be accepted (however small).

Thank you for all your intentions and offerings.

November is traditionally the month when we remember the Holy Souls. During that month all our Masses (apart from the
People of the Parishes) will be offered for the Holy Souls. Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to put your
list of names in with a donation towards a Mass stipend. All those list of names will be placed by the altar and remembered at
Mass through the month of November. Please return your envelope to the Parish Office or post through the Presbytery letter
box

Blessing of Graves
The blessing of graves will take place at the following times.

Northwood Cemetery: 8th November, 2pm

Carpenders Park Lawn Cemetery: 9th November, 1.30pm
Cherry Lane Cemetery: 9th November, 3pm

Pinner New Cemetery: 15th November, 2pm

Woodcock Hill Cemetery: 16th November, 2pm

Uxbridge & Hillingdon Cemetery: 23rd November, 1pm
West Drayton Cemetery: 23rd November, 2pn



This will take place at St Matthew’s from Friday 21st November beginning in the morning and ending with Benediction
after the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 23rd November.

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising
and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month). The next meeting is on
Monday 10th November. (Entrance is using the side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following: Ann
Farrell 07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James 07511 668812.

The annual Over 60s Christmas Party organised by the CWL will take place in the hall at St Joseph’s on Saturday 29th
November. Forms and details are available at the back of church.

Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday on November 12th (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) we'll be talking about
The Curfew by T M Logan. What lengths would you go to if your teenager failed to come home after an evening out? If
you can't make the meeting, join the conversation in the associated WhatsApp group by emailing your mobile number to
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com

One of the delights of St Joseph’s school is the great singing. Fr Tom would like to begin a children’s choir at the 11.00am
Sunday morning Mass to enhance our worship. If your child is interested in singing in the choir, please contact the St
Joseph’s parish office and we will be in touch. Thank you to those who have already offered their services.

Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . St Matthew’s needs YOU! Can you help? i’) C;;IS%AS
Please see the lists in the porch and sign up if you can lend a hand setting up on Friday

. R . Y Sagpe

afternoon, running the stalls or kitchen on Saturday or cleaning up afterwards. Many Hi}pﬂy 29 NOVEMBER, 11AM - 2 P'{,Jq
hands make light work! e

. . . . . WE NEED:
We are also now taking in goods to sell. Please place your donations in the blue crates ° o  UNUSED, UNOPENED GOODS TO SELL
in the porch or deliver them to the office. AS GIFTS e

UNOPENED BOTTLES FOR THE .
Yes please to: % TOMBOLA
unopened bottles (of anything — shampoo, ketchup, alcohol...) Z HANDICRAFTS FOR THE CRAFT STALL
. . . ) PRIZES FOR THE GRAND DRAW
unopened cosmetics and toiletries ] ) A
. PLEASE PLACE IN THE BLUE CRATES IN THE PORCH OR

unused unwanted glftS , DELIVER TO THE OFFICE %
books in good condition 'CAN YOU HELP SET UP AND DECORATE THE HALL? 4
hand-crafted gifts COULD YOU SERVE ON A STALL OR IN THE KITCHEN?

DD COULD YOU RUN A GAME? \
NO thank you tO b.rlc-i.l-brac . . SIGN UP ON THE LISTS IN THE PORCH!
Please plan to bring in cakes, preserves etc. on the Friday evening or Saturday .
morning. SAVE THE

DATE AND
BRING YOUR *x

FRIENDS! %% -&V&K)Q'

* W fowo

If you are able to offer a prize for the Grand Draw, please see the list of suggestions in %%,
the porch or add a description of your donation. o ad
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! Posters and Flyers are g % am
available to display at home.

All Saints', South Oxhey and Carpenders Park are celebrating 25 years of the 'new' church building this year. As part of our
celebrations, they have a special exhibition - Saints Alive! - during the week 2 - 8 November. The exhibition includes
artwork which has been created by children in the schools in their parish. Alongside this artwork there are activities for
people of all ages to participate in - giving opportunity for reflection on the lives of the saints: traditional saints as well as
'new saints' which the children of the schools have chosen.

They really hope members of the churches across the local area will be able drop in. Please see the posters at the back of
church which gives detail of the times when the exhibition will be open.

The following schools have open evenings coming up. See websites for more details.

The following vacancies are being advertised on the diocesan website https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Position Location Closing Date
Relief Receptionist Vaughan House (Victoria) 6th November
Catechetical Coordinator Cricklewood Parish 7th November
Parish Administrator Barnet Parish 10th November
Receptionist & Administrative Assistant Newman House (Gower Street) 11th November
Parish Cook for 3 months (potential to extend) Burnt Oak Parish 17th November

Parish Cleaner Millwall Parish 24th November



On Saturday morning, Pope Leo XIV bestowed one of the Catholic 4 |
Church’s highest honours on St. John Henry Newman, the deeply ‘
influential 19th- century British convert and theologian, declaring him a
doctor of the church and holding him up as a model for Catholic g
educators.

Only 37 other people have been given the title “doctor” in the 2,000-year " ‘4‘;_{
history of the Catholic Church. Newman now joins the ranks of such i
monumental Christian figures as St. Augustine, St. Therese of Lisieux and
St. John of the Cross.

The title recognizes that Newman, beloved in both the Anglican and g |
Catholic churches, has universal appeal and made a timeless, eminent “
contribution to understanding the Christian faith.

A theologian and poet raised in the Church of England, Newman is best known for his writings and sermons on the
development of doctrine, truth and the nature of a university. He is admired by conservatives and progressives alike, because
he followed his conscience at great personal cost when he decided to convert to Catholicism in 1845.

&

Pope Leo pronounced Newman a church doctor on Saturday during a special Holy Year Mass for Catholic teachers and
students, during which he also declared Newman a co-patron of Catholic education, alongside St. Thomas Aquinas. It was
particularly fitting: It was Leo’s namesake, Pope Leo XIII, who made Newman a Catholic cardinal after his conversion, and
it was the earlier Leo who declared Aquinas a doctor of the church and patron of Catholic education.

Below is the homily that Pope Leo preached at the Mass.

On this Solemnity of All Saints, it is a great joy to include Saint John Henry Newman among the Doctors of the Church, and,
at the same time, on the occasion of the Jubilee of the World of Education, to name him, together with Saint Thomas
Aquinas, as co-Patron of the Church’s educational mission. Newman’s impressive spiritual and cultural stature will surely
serve as an inspiration to new generations whose hearts thirst for the infinite, and who, through research and knowledge, are
willing to undertake that journey which, as the ancients said, takes us per aspera ad astra, through difficulties to the stars.

The lives of the saints teach us that it is possible to live passionately amidst the complexity of the present, without neglecting
the apostolic mandate to “shine like stars in the world” (Phil 2:15). On this solemn occasion, I wish to say to teachers and
educational institutions: “Shine today like stars in the world” through your authentic commitment to the collective search for
truth and to sharing it with generosity and integrity. Indeed, you do so through your service to young people, especially the
poor, and your daily witness to the fact that “Christian love is prophetic: it works miracles” (Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te,
120).

The Jubilee is a pilgrimage of hope, and all of you, in the great field of education, know well how much hope is an
indispensable seed! When I reflect on schools and universities, I think of them as laboratories of prophecy, where hope is
lived, and constantly discussed and encouraged.

This is also the meaning of the Beatitudes proclaimed in today’s Gospel. The Beatitudes bring with them a new interpretation
of reality. They are both the path and the message of Jesus the Teacher. At first glance, it seems impossible to declare as
blessed those who are poor, or those who hunger and thirst for justice, the persecuted or the peacemakers. Yet, that which
seems inconceivable in the world’s thinking is filled with meaning and light when brought into contact with the Kingdom of
God. In the saints, we see this kingdom approaching and becoming present among us. Saint Matthew rightly presents the
Beatitudes as a teaching, depicting Jesus as a Master, who transmits a new perspective on things, which is reflected in his
own journey. The Beatitudes, however, are not just another teaching; they are the teaching par excellence. In the same way,
the Lord Jesus is not just one of many teachers, he is the Master par excellence. Moreover, he is the Educator par excellence.
We are his disciples and are in his “school.” We learn how to discover in his life, namely in the path he has travelled, a
horizon of meaning capable of shining a light on all forms of knowledge. May our schools and universities always be places
of listening to the Gospel and putting it into practice!

Responding to today’s challenges may sometimes seem beyond our capabilities, but this is not the case. Let us not allow
pessimism to defeat us! I recall what my beloved predecessor Pope Francis emphasized in his Address to the First Plenary
Assembly of the Dicastery for Culture and Education: that we must work together to set humanity free from the encircling
gloom of nihilism, which is perhaps the most dangerous malady of contemporary culture, since it threatens to “cancel” hope.
This reference to the darkness that surrounds us echoes one of Saint John Henry Newman’s best-known texts, the hymn
“Lead, Kindly Light.” In that beautiful prayer, we come to realize that we are far from home, our feet are unsteady, we
cannot interpret clearly the way ahead. Yet none of this impedes us, since we have found our Guide: “Lead, Kindly Light,
amid th’encircling gloom, Lead Thou me on;” “Lead, Kindly Light, The night is dark, and I am far from home, Lead Thou
me on.”

The task of education is precisely to offer this Kindly Light to those who might otherwise remain imprisoned by the
particularly insidious shadows of pessimism and fear. For this reason, I would like to say to you: let us disarm the false
reasons for resignation and powerlessness, and let us share the great reasons for hope in today’s world. Let us reflect upon
and point out to others those “constellations” that transmit light and guidance at this present time, which is darkened by so
much injustice and uncertainty. I thus encourage you to ensure that schools, universities and every educational context, even
those that are informal or street-based, are always gateways to a civilization of dialogue and peace. Through your lives, let
the “great multitude” shine forth, of which the Book of Revelation speaks in today’s liturgy, and which “no one could



and which stood “before the Lamb” (7:9).

In the biblical text, one of the elders observing the multitude asks: “Who
are these... and from where have they come” (Rev 7:13). In this regard, =
in the field of education too, the Christian gaze rests on those who have
come “out of the great tribulation” (v. 14) and recognizes in them the
faces of so many brothers and sisters of every language and culture who,
through the narrow gate of Jesus, have entered into the fullness of life.
And so, once again, we must ask ourselves: “Does this mean that the ®

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,” I I
i

dignity as ourselves? Are those born with fewer opportunities of lesser
value as human beings? Should they limit themselves merely to
surviving? The worth of our societies, and our own future, depends on ﬁ A
the answers we give to these questions” (Apostolic Exhortatlon Dilexi
Te, 95). We can say, too, that the evangelical value of our education also depends on the answers we give.

The lasting legacy of Saint John Henry Newman includes some very significant contributions to the theory and practice of
education. He wrote, “God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me which He
has not committed to another. I have my mission—I never may know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the
next” (Meditations and Devotions, 111, I, 2). In these words, we find beautifully expressed the mystery of the dignity of every
human person, and also the variety of gifts distributed by God.

Life shines brightly not because we are rich, beautiful or powerful. Instead, it shines when we discover within ourselves the
truth that we are called by God, have a vocation, have a mission, that our lives serve something greater than ourselves. Every
single creature has a role to play. The contribution that each person can make is uniquely valuable, and the task of
educational communities is to encourage and cherish that contribution. Let us not forget that at the heart of the educational
journey we do not find abstract individuals but real people, especially those who seem to be underperforming according to
the parameters of economies that exclude or even kill them. We are called to form people, so that they may shine like stars in
their full dignity.

We can say, then, that from a Christian perspective education helps everyone to become saints. Nothing less will do. Pope
Benedict XVI, on his  Apostolic Journey to Great Britain in September 2010, during which he beatified John Henry
Newman, invited young people to become saints with these words: “What God wants most of all for each one of you is that
you should become holy. He loves you much more than you could ever begin to imagine.” This is the universal call to
holiness that the Second Vatican Council made an essential part of its message (cf. Lumen Gentium, Chapter V). And
holiness is intended for everyone, without exception, as a personal and communal journey marked out by the Beatitudes.

I pray that Catholic education will help each person to discover their own call to holiness. Saint Augustine, whom Saint John
Henry Newman greatly admired, once said that we are fellow students who have one Teacher, whose school is on earth and
whose chair is in heaven (cf. Serm. 292,1).

At the end of Mass Pope Leo gave the following Angelus address.
Dear brothers and sisters,

I would like to greet all of you who have taken part in this sacred celebration,
especially the cardinals, bishops and distinguished authorities.

I am very pleased to welcome the official delegation of the Church of England, led \
by His Grace Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. Following the historic prayer A
meeting with His Majesty King Charles III, celebrated a few days ago in the Sistine £
Chapel, your presence today expresses our shared joy at the proclamation of Saint s
John Henry Newman as a Doctor of the Church. From Heaven, may he accompany
Christians on their journey towards full union.

I extend my greetings to all the pilgrims present, especially the young people who
have given life to the “Race of the Saints,” promoted by Missioni Don Bosco,
which combines sport and solidarity with the most disadvantaged children.

Sisters and brothers, the mystery of the communion of saints, which we breathe in deeply today, reminds us of the final
destiny of humanity: a great celebration in which we rejoice together in the love of God, present in all, recognizing and
admiring the multifaceted beauty of faces, all different and all resembling the face of Christ. As we anticipate this future
reality, we feel even more strongly and painfully how this contrasts with the tragedies that the human family is suffering
because of injustice and war. We urgently feel the duty to be builders of fraternity. Let us entrust our prayer and our
commitment to the intercession of the Virgin Mary and all the Saints!

6th Form Open Evenings

The following schools have open evenings coming up. See websites for more details.

Bishop Douglass Catholic School 4th November https://www.bishopdouglass.barnet.sch.uk/

St Michael’s Catholic Grammer School 4th November https://www.st-michaels.barnet.sch.uk/

St Michael’s Catholic High School 6th November https://www.stmichaelscatholichighschool.co.uk/11/announcements/
announcement/56/sixth-form-open-evening-thursday-6th-november-530pm-700pm

Douay Martyrs School 18th November . https://www.douaymartyrs.co.uk/101/announcements/announcement/73/sixth-
form-open-evening-tuesday-18th-november-6pm-8pm



The school is advertising the following posts Exam Invigilator (Closing Date 11:59pm, 14th Nov 2025 Start Date
Immediate) Cover Supervisor (Closing Date 17:59pm, 21st Nov 2025). More details can be found at https:/
mynewterm.com/school/The-Douay-Martyrs-Catholic-School/137925

Your journey to become an outstanding teacher starts with The Diocese of Westminster Academy Trust (DoWAT) and
St Mary’s University. Working together, they deliver Initial Teacher Training which gives you the exciting mix of valuable
classroom experience and exciting university lectures.

Choosing to train to teach with then means that you’ll receive a Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE) and the award
of Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). They also offer a Postgraduate Teaching Apprenticeship, this is QTS only. St Mary’s
University offers 60 additional M-Level credits, which can be used towards a Master’s Degree, should you wish to do
additional training at a later date.

For more details go to https://www.dowat.co.uk/434/train-to-teach-with-dowat

Foundation Governors are appointed in the name of the Archbishop and form the majority of the governing body of a
Catholic school. They have a legal duty to preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school and to ensure that the
school is conducted in accordance with its trust deed.

Governing boards have three core functions:

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

2. Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the
performance management of staff;

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.

The ministry of Foundation Governor is an important one, because the Catholic character of our schools depends on
committed Catholics being willing to undertake this service. The Archbishop is therefore very appreciative of all those who
offer to assist him in this vital task. Because of our baptism, all Christians are all called to serve the Church’s mission.

General Criteria:

To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must be and remain: a practising Catholic; providing education for his
or her own children, if of school age, in a Catholic school or college (unless exceptional circumstances apply); able to give
priority of attendance at meetings of the governing body to ensure representation of the Archbishop; in possession of a valid
DBS disclosure certificate. To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must not be disqualified from becoming or
remaining a governor in accordance with: the current School Government Regulations (or the college’s Instrument of
Government); the Charities Acts; and the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000.

Specific Criteria:

In respect of the school or college for which a person is or is to be a foundation governor, he or she must not at any time be:
related to any member of the school or college staff, teaching or non-teaching; related to any governor whether elected,
appointed or ex-officio, of the school or college; employed (whether as a teacher or otherwise) at the school. A person (other
than the parish priest) will not normally be re-appointed as a foundation governor of a particular school or college if he or she
has just completed three consecutive terms on that particular governing body.

If you are interested in becoming a governor of our parish primary school of St Joseph’s please send an initial email to the
Headteacher admin@stjosephs775.herts.sch.uk

The Douay Martyrs (Secondary) School is also in need of new governors. If you would like to arrange an informal chat
with the Headteacher then contact her by email office@douaymartyrs.co.uk

There will be a short series of talks taking place on Monday evenings, 6.30pm — 8.00pm,at Vaughan House entitled ‘Icons of
Hope, which will invite us to reflect on where we can find blessed hope in our lives. The dates and speakers are as follows:
3rd November, ‘Sacred Art’, Sr Carolyn Morrison ra, Outreach Chaplain, London Universities

10th November, ‘Saints, Blesseds and Pilgrimage’, Elizabeth Uwalaka, Diocese of Westminster Pilgrimage Coordinator

24th November, Caroline Hull, National Director of Aid to the Church in Need

Please register attendance beforehand with Warren Brown at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.

Online starting Friday 15 November. This is a six-session course for people who want to develop a personal prayer time that
helps them develop their relationship with Jesus. Earlier in the year we were blessed to have Andre Regnier with us to deliver
this course in person and would now like to offer it online for those in Westminster Diocese who might be interested. To find
out more and book, please visit: https:/forms.monday.com/forms/a21a12bb63a164f048a8d15af72fba36?r=eucl&text0=

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue ... or have you just stopped talking to each
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in
their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples
headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through
difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential
information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email
info@retrouvaille.org.uk - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

A 2 bedroom unfurnished flat for a mother and her two daughters (24 and 12) is urgently required by mid December. Please
contact Mariana Novac on 07455 570728 if you know of (or have) somewhere to rent.




(St Matthew'’s)
Blessed Sacrament
Vince Thapermall RIP

Our Lady
Tony Marano RIP

(St Joseph’s )

Blessed Sacrament

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo + John Crowle RIP
Our Lady

Penny Nash RIP

Some of our parishioners took the advice to celebrate the Saints this week. Here is a picture of some of the Bell Family

dressed as St John Paul II, St Winefrid and St Helena of the Cross

Come and pray with the'Saints to Our Lord
Holy Hous

Sunda nfhg at 8pnt in

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14

I, John, saw another angel ascending from the rising of the
sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a
loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to
harm earth and sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea
or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on
their foreheads.” And I heard the number of the sealed, one
hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from every tribe of
the sons of Israel.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all
the angels were standing round the throne and round the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and
ever! Amen.’

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are
these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they
come?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.” And he said to me,
‘These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. Rcf. 6
Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,

the world, and those who dwell in it.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the rivers he made it firm.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?

Who shall stand in his holy place?

The clean of hands and pure of heart,

whose soul is not set on vain things.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

Blessings from the Lord shall he receive,

and right reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the people who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.
Second reading 1 John 3:1-3

Beloved: See what kind of love the Father has given to us,
that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he
is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as
he is pure.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden,
says the Lord, and I will give you rest.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:1-12a



Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

Mary Vaughan Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas,
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino,

Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
Maureen Brown, Mary Daly, James Butler, and all who have died as a result of violence,

war and conflict or natural disaster.
Mary White, James Brownlow, Norah Taylor, Vincent Brady,
Nora Devitt, Gertrude Rosso, Frank Gray, Maurice Egan, Peter Freeman, Harry Tolputt, Sidney Austin, Winifred Wildsmith,
Mike Makar, Blaik Watson
For the prevention of suicide. We pray that those who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life. .

(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes
Sunday 2nd 9.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)

11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)
8.00pm: Holy Hour - Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Monday 3rd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
All Souls 10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Maithew'’s)
6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Tuesday 4th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Wednesday 5th NO PUBLIC MASS

Feria
Thursday 6th "™ 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Friday 7th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
12 noon: Funeral Mass of James Butler RIP - (St Matthew’s)
Saturday 8th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Saturday Memorial 10.30am:Mass - Holy Souls
of the BVM 11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Holy Souls

Sunday 9th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)

Parish Directory
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Mont%omery Email: tommont omery?rcdow .org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 0757 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Farish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan §

Tel: 01923 § 0736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



